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Oh fab 00 of this a is ſingular, and it has been 
| after 2 fiogular manner ; the wiſe pant of 
the world has been pleaſed” with it, the merry part has 
been diverted with it, and the ignorant part has been 
taught by it: none but the malicious part of the world 
has been” offended at it: Who can wonder then, that 


when the Devil is not pleaſed, his friends ſtionld be 


angry! 


The dengel wis of all is to hear Cain eld 
that the ſtor is han ed profanely : But who can' think 


it ſtrange, that his advocates ſhould de what he was: 


from the beginning? | 1 


The author affirms, and has good 
(in the opinion of ſuch whoſe judgment 


calculated to promote ſerious religion, and capable of 
being improved in a religious manner. But he does not 


think, that we are bound never to ſpeak of the Devil 


but with aa air of terror, as if we were always afraid 
of him. 


It is evident the Devil, as ſubtile and as frigheful as he 
is, has ated the ridiculous and foolith part, — much as 
molt of God's creatures, and daily does ſo. And he 
cannot believe it is any ſin to expoſe him for a fooliſh 
Devil, as he is, or ſhew him to the world — he may 

be laughed at. 


- 


Thoſe who think the ſubject not handled with gravity 
enough, have all the room given them in che world to 


a 2 handle 


* for it, 
7 with hi 
tor an authority), the whole tenor of the work is ſolemn, - 
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It is enongh for me fey the author) that the "Divi 
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of it; Jet the Devil and all his fellow- 
on one fide, and the honeſt well-meaning, charita 
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CHAP. I. 
Being an Introduction to the avbole Work. 


54 I DOUBT not but the title of this book will amuſe ſome 
of my reading friends a little at firſt; they will make 

A pauſe, perhaps, as they do at a witch's prayer, and be 
Fand time a reſolving whether they had beſt look into it 
or no, leſt they Taould really raiſe the Devil, by reading 
his Rory. 

Children and old women have told them{lves ſo many 
ſrightful things of the Devil, and have formed ideas af 
hin i in their minds, in ſo many horrible and monſtrous 
ſhapes, tlfat really it was enough to fright the, Devil, 
himſelf to meet himſelf in the dark, dreiſed up in the 
| BW fyeral figures which imagination has formed for him in 
80 the minds of men; and, as for themſelves, I cannor 

think by any means that the Devil would terrify them 

half fo much, if they wopld converſe face to face with 
kim. 

It muſt certainly therefore be a moſt uſeſul nnderfak- 

ing, to give the true hittory of this tyrant” of the anz, 

ot this god of this world, this terror and averſion of man- 

| kind. which we call Devil: to ſhew what he , and 

what he i. rt; where he is, and where he zs et; when - 

he is in ws, and when he is b,; for I cannot doubt but 

that the Devil is 3 Y; and bong Fae, in a. great many ef 

our 


the dark, as to his method, in many things; but in ge- 


and ſome charge him with perſonating Pope Hildebrand 
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2 THE HISTORY 
our honeſt weak headed friends, when they themſelves 
know nothing of the matter. 

Nor is the work ſo difficult as ſome may imagine. 
The devil's hiſtory is not ſo hard to come at, as it ſeems 
to be; his original and the firſt riſe of his family is upon 
record ; and as for his conduR, he has acted indeed in 


W » wwe 4a _ __ 


neral, as cunning as he is, he has been fool enough to 
expoſe himſelf in ſome of the mat conſiderable tranſac- 
tions of his life, and has not fhewn himſelf a politician at 
all. Our old friend Machiavel outdid him in many things 
and I may in the proceſs of this work give an account 
of ſeveral of the ſons of Adam, and ſome ſocieties of 
them too, who have outwitted the Devil, nay, who have 
outiinn'd the Devil, and that I think may be called out- 
ſhooting him in hie own bow. 

Ic may perhaps be expected of me in this hiſtory, that 
fince I ſeem inclined to ſpeak favourably of Satan, to do A 
him juſtice, and to write his ſtory impartially, I ſhould 


take ſome pains to tell you what religion he is of; and 


even this part may not be ſo much a;jeſt, as at firſt fight 


you may take it to be; for Satan has ſomething of reli- 


_ in him. I aſſure you; nor is he lach an unprofitable 


Devil that way as ſome may ſuppoſe him to be; for 


though, in reverence to my brethren, I will not reckon | 
him — the clergy ; no, not ſo much as a gifted bro- 
ther; yet I cannot deny but that he often preaches, and 
if it be not profitable to his h=arers, it is as much their . 
fault, as it is out of his deſign. 
It has indeed been ſuggeſted, that he has taken or-W 
ders; and that a certain Pope, famous for being an ex- f 
traordinary favourite of his, gave him both inſtitution Ea 
and induction; but as this is not upon record, and there» . 
fore we have no authentic document for the probation, Nh. 
J ſhall not affirm it for a truth, for I would not flander 
the Devil. | ; 
It. is ſaid alfo, and IT am apt to believe it, that he was 
very familiar with that holy father Pope Silveſter II. 
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| OF THE DEVIL. 3 
lives of the Popes, ſo I am willing to leave it as I find 
it · 

But to ſpeak to the point, and a nice point it is I c- 
knowledge ; namely, what religion the Devil is cf; my 
anſwer will indeed be geoeral, yet not at all ambiguous ; | 
for I love to ſpeak poſitiveiy, and with undoubted evi- 
dence. | 
J. He is a believer. And if in ſaying ſo it ſhould follow 

that even the Devil has more religion than ſome of 

our men of fame can at this time be charged with, I 

hope my Lord , and his Grace the of 

and ſome of the upper claſs in the red-hot 
club, will not wear the coat, however well it may fit 
to their ſhapes 3 or challenge the ſatire, as if it were 

pointed at them, becauſe it is due to them: In a 

word, whatever their Lorelſhips are, I can aſſure «nem 

that the Devil is no inſidel. 1 
2, He fears God We have ſuch abundant evidence of 

this in ſacred hiſtory, that if I were nor at preſent, in 

common with a few others, talking to an infidel fort 
of gentlemen, with whom thoſe remote things called 

Scrip! ures are not allowed in evidence, I might ſay it 

was ſufficiently proved; but I doubt not in the proceſs 

of this undertaking to ſhew, that the Devil really fears 

God, and that after an»ther manner than ever he 

feared Saint Frances or Saint Dunſtan; and if that be 

proved, as I take upon me to advance, I ſhall leave it 

to judgment, who is the better chriſtian, the Devil 

who believes aud trembles, or our modern gentry of 
who believe neither God nor Devil. 

Having thus brought the Devil within the pale, I ſhall 
leave him among you for the preſent ; not but that I 
may examine in its order, Who has the beſt claim to his 
brotherhood, the Papiſts or the Proteſtants; and among 
the latter the Lutherans or the Calviniſts : and fo de- 
ſcending to all the ſeveral denominations of the churches, 
ſee who has leſs of the Devil in them, and who more ; 
and whether leſs or more, the Devil has not a ſeat in 
every ſynagogue, a pew in every church, a place in 
every pulpit, and a vote in every ſynod ; even from the 
ſanhedrim of the Jews, to our friends at the Bull and 
Mouth, &e from the greateſt to the leaſt. 

It will, I confeſs, come 22 much within the compaſs 
2 of 
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of this part of my diſcourſe,. to give an account, or at 
lealt to make an eſſay towards it, of the ſhure the Devil 
has had in the ſpreading religion in the world; and e- 
{ſpecially of dividiag and ſubdividing opinions in religion; 
pe: haps, to eke it out, and make it reach the further; 
and allo to thew how far he is or has made himſelf mil. 
ſionary of the famous clan de propaganda fide ; it is true 
we find him heartily employed in almoſt every corner 
of the world ad propagandum errorum : But that may re- 
quire an hiſtory by iticlt, 

As to his propagating religion, it is a little hard in- 
deed at firſt fight, to charge the Devil with propagating 
religion, that is to ſay, it we take it literally, and in the 
grols ; but if you take it as the Scots inſiſted to take the 
oath of inhdehity, viz. with an explanation; it is plain 
Sat:.»: has very oftea had a ſhare in the method, if not 
in tþe defign, of propagating the chiMian faith; For 
cxample. ; P 

T think it no injury at all to the Devil, to ſay that he g, 
had a great hand in the old holy war, as it was igno- 
r1ntly and enthuſiaſtically called; ſtirring up the Chrif: th 
tian Princes and powers of Europe to run a madi ig after 
zhe Turks and Saracens, and make war with thoſe in- 
nocent people above a thouſand miles off, only becauſe th. 
they entered into God's heritage when he had torſaken 
it; grazed upon his ground when he had fairly turned; 
it iato a common, and laid open for the next comer; the 
ſpending their nations treaſure, and embarking their 
kings and people (I ſay) in a war above a thouſand 
miles off, fi ing their heads with that religious madneſs, 
chtlel in thoſe days, Holy Zeal, to recover the Terr, 
Seuche, the ſepul- hres of Chritt and the ſaints, and a 
they called fair ly. the Hy Cite, though true religion 
it way dhe accuricd city, and not worth ſpending one 


.CivP of biood for. & 

iis religions bubble was certainly of Satan, who, Mfhar 
he eraftily drew them in, ſo like à true devil, he let he | 
them in the lurch when. they came there, 'faced about N 
to the Saracens, animated the inzmortal Saladin again B. 
them, and managed fo dextrouſly, that he left the bone pe! 
cHabout thixtcen or fourteen hundred thouſand Chriſtiagheaſo 


there, as a troph of his injerial potitics : And alta, t 
tue Claritian world had run z /auia terra, or in Eng 
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OF THE DEVIL. 7 
liſh, a fauntering about a hundred years, he dropt it to 

lay another game leſs fooliſh, but ten times more wick- 
ed than that which went before it; namely, turning the 
cruſadoes of the Chriſtians one againſt another; — as 
Hudibras ſaid in another caſe, | 


« Made them fight like mad or drunk, 
« For Dame Religion, as for punk.” 


Of this you have a complete account in the hiſtory of 
the Popes decrees againſt the Count de Thoulouſe, and 
the Waldenſes and Albigenſes, with the crufadoes and 
maſſacres which ſollowed upon them; wherein, to de 
the Devil's politics ſome juſtice, he met with all the ſuc- 
ceſs he could deſire. The zealots of that day executed 
his infernal orders moſt punctually, and planted religion 
in thoſe countries in a r and triumphant manner, 
upon the deſtruction of an infinite number of innocent 
people, whoſe blood has fattened the ſoil for the growth 
of the Catholic ſaith, in a manner very particular, and to 
Satan's full ſatisfaction. . | | 

I might, to complete this part of the hiſtory, give you 
the detail of his progreſs in theſe firit ſteps of his alli- 
ances with Rome; and add a long lift of m-fiacres, wars, 
and expeditions in behalf of religion, which he has had, 
the honour to have a viſible hand in; ſach as the Pari- 
ſian maſſacre, the Flemiſh war under the Duke d' Alra, 
the Smithfield fires in the Marian days in England, and. 
the maſſacres in Ireland; all which would moſt effectually 


convince us, that the Devil bas not been idle in his buſt» 
neſs: but I may meet with theſe again in my way; it is 


rough, while I am upon the generals only, to mention 
hem thus in a ſummary. way: I ſay, it is enough to 


prove, that the Devil has really been as much concerned 
as any body, in the methods taken by ſome people tor 


propagating the Chriſtian religion in the world. 

Some have raſhly, and I had almoſt ſaĩd maliciouſly, , 
harged the Devil with the great triumphs of his friends 
he Spaniards in America, aud would place the conqueſt 
df Mexico and Peru to credit of his account. 

But I cannot join with them in this at all. I may ſay, 
believe the Devil was innocent in that matter: my 
eaſon is, becauſe Satan was never ſuch a fool as to ſpend ! 
us time or his politics, or embark his allies, to conquer 
A 3 nations 
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nations who were already his own : that would be Satan 
aan Beelzebub, a making war - againlt himſelf, and at 
J2all Joing nothing to the purpoſe. 

lr they. ſhould: charge him, indeed, with deluding 
I 14:ip II of Spain int» chat prepoſterous attempt called 

« Armada ( #ng/ire, the Spanill invaſion) I ſhould in- 

leed more re ily join with them : But whether he did it 

weakly, in hope, which was indeed not likely that it 
weu'd facceed ; or wicke dly, to deſtroy that great Heet 
ol che Spaniards, and draw them within the reach of his 
Gominions, the elements: this being a queſtion which 
authors differ exceedingly about, I ſhall leave it to de- 
cide iifeif, | 

Cut the greatelt piece of management which we find; 
the Devil has concerned himſeis in of late, in the matter 
religion, ſeems to be that of the miſſion ir.to China; 


and here indced Satan has acted his maſt er piece. Tt 


| 

| ( 
Was, no doubt, mich for his ſervice, that the Chineſe i 
k 


ſhould hare no inſight into matters of religion, I mean 

that we call Chriſtian; and therefore, though Popery and 

the Devil axe not at ſo much variance as ſome may ima x 
gine, yet he did not think it ſafe to let the general ſyſtem « 
of Chriſtianity be heard of among them in China. Hence b 
when the name of the Chrittian religion had but been re. Un 
ceived with ſome ſeeming approbation, in the country f 


of Japan, Satan immediately, as if alarmed at the thing v 
and dreading what the conſequence of it might be, arm ſ 
ed the Japaneſe againtt it with ſuch fury, that they e t: 
pelled it at once. t 
It was much ſafer to his deſigns, when, if the ſtory b tl 
not a fiction, he pat that Dutch witticiſm into the mouth t 
of the States commanders, when they came to Japan h. 
vrho, having more wit than to own themſelves cliriſtian} 
in ſuch a place as that, when the queſtion was put tF tl 
thera, anſwered Negatively, that they were not; bu ( 
that they were of another religion, called Hollanders. 
However, it ſeems the diligent Jeſuits outwitted th is 


Devil in China, and, as I faid above, overſhot him in hi if 
een bow 3 for the * being i in danger, by the Dei w 
and the Chineſe Emperor's joinirg together, of ball th 
wholly expelled there too, as they had been in Japal 

they cunningly fell in with the ecclefiaſtics of the conn = 
tr, and joiniag the prieſteraſt of both religions egen 
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OF THE DEVIL. | 7 
they brought Jeſus Chriſt and Confucius to he fo recon- 
cileable, that the Chineſe and Roman Idolatry appeared 
capable of a conſederacy, of going on hand in hand to- 
gether; and confequently of being very good friends. 

This was a maſterpiece indeed, and, as they ſay, al- 
moſt frighted Satan out of his wits ; but he, being a 
ready manager, and particularly famaus for ſerving him- 
ſeif of the rogueries of the prieſts, faced about imme- 
diately to the miſſion, and making a virtue of neceſſity, 
clapt im, with ail poſſible alacrity, with the propoſal “; 
ſo the Jeſuits and he form'd a hotch-potch of religion; 
made up of Popery and Paganiim, and calculated to 
leave the latter rather worſe than they found it, blend- 
ing the faith of Chriſt and the philoſophy or morals of 
Confucius together, and formally chriitening them by the 
name of religion; by which means the politic intereſt 
of the miſſion was preſerved ; and yet Satan lot not one 
inch of ground with the Chineſe, no, not by the planiing 
the goſpel itſelt, ſuch as it was among them. 

Nor has it been ſuch diſadvantage to him, that this 
plan or ſcheme of a new-modelled religion would not go 
down at Rome, and that the Inquiſition damned it with 
bell, book, and candle. Diſtance of place ſerved his 
new allies the miſſionaries, in the ſteas of a protection 
from the Inquiſition; and now and then a rich pretent, 
well placed, found them friends in the congregation it- 
ſelf; and where any. nuncio, with his impudent zeal, pre- 
tended to take ſuch a long voyage to oppoſe themy Satan 
took care to get him ſent back re m/eda, or infpired 
the miſſion to move him off the premiſes, by methods of 
their own ; that is to ſay, being interpreted, to murder 
him. 

Thus the miſſion has in itſelf been .ruly deviliſh, and 
the Devil has intereſted himſelf in the planting the 
Chriſtian religion in China. 

The influence the Devil has in the politicsof mankind, 
is another eſpecial part of his hiſtory, and would require, 
if it were p (ſible, a very exact deſcription ; but here 
we ſhall be neceſſarily obliged to enquire ſo nicely into 
the arcana of circumſtances, and unlock the cabinets of 

ſtate 

* He never refuſed ſetting his hand to any opinion 
which he thought it for his intereſt to acknowledge. 
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ſtate-in-ſomany courts, canvaſs the councils of miniftery, 
and the conduct cf princes ſo fully, and expoſe them fo 
much, that it may perhaps make a combuſtion. among 
the great politicians abroad; and in doing that; we may 
come ſo near, home too, that though perſonal ſafety 
and prudentials forbid our meddling with our own coun. 


try, we may be taken in a double enteadre, and fall un- 
pitied, for being only ſuſpected of touching truths. that 
are ſo tender, whether we are guilty or no. On: theſe 
acconnts, I muſt meddle the leis with that part, at leaſt 


for the preſent. 


Be it that the Devil has had a ſhare in ſome af the: 


late councils of Europe, influencing them this way or 
that way, to his own advantage: What is it to us ? For 
Example, What if he had any concern in the late affair 
of Thorn ? What need we put it upon him, ſeeing his 
confederates the Jeſuits, with the aſſyſſorial tribunal of 
Poland, take it upon themſelves ? I thall leave that part 
to the iſſue of time. I with it were as eaſy to perſuade 
the world, that he had no hand in bringing the injured 
Proteſtants to leave the juſtice due to the cries of Prote- 
ſtant blood, to the arbitrement of a Popiſh power. 
dare ſay that the Devil muſt be in it, if juſtice ſhould be 
obtained that way? I ſhould rather ſay, the Devil is in 
it, or elſe it would never be expected. 

It occurs next to enquire from the premiſſes, Whether 
the Devil has more influence or leſs in the affairs of the 
world now, than he had in former ages ? and thrs will 
depend upon comparing, as we go along, his methods. 
and way of working in paſt times, and the modern poli- 
tics by which he acts in our days, with tle different re- 
ception which he has met with among the. men of ſuch, 
diſtant ages. 

But there is ſo much to enquire of - about the Devil, 
before we can bring his ſtory down to our modern times, 


that we muſt for the preſent let them drop, and look a 


little back to the remote parts of this hiſtory ? drawing 
his picture, that people may know him when they meet 
him, and ſee who and what he is, and what he has been 


! doing ever ſince he got leave to act in the high Ration 


he now appears in. 
In the mean time, if I might obtain leave to preſent 
an humble petition ts Satan, it ſhould ge, that he would, 
| according 


Who: 


new nothing of the matter. Satan knows very well that 


power, till by and aſter the reſurrection from the dead; 


We himſelf can doub:leſs give us an account, if he thinks 
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xccording to modern uſage, oblige us all with writing 
he hiſtory of his own times; it would, as well as one 
hat is gone before it, be a deviliſh good one; for as to 
he ſincerity of the pertormance, the authority of the 
articulars, the juſtice of the characters, &c. if they 
ere no better vouched, no more conſiſtent with them- 
elyes, with charity, with truth, and with the honour of 
a hiſtorian, than the laſt of that kind which came abroad 
among us, it muſt be a reproach to the Devil himſelf to 
e the author of it. 

Were Satan to be brought under the leaſt obligation 
o write truth, and that the matters of fact which he 
ſhould write might be depended upon, he is certainly 
qualificd by his knowledge of things to be a complete 
hiſtorian 3 nor could the biſhop himſelf, who, by the 
vay, has given us already the Devil of an hiſtory, come 
p to him; Milton's Pandemonium, though an excellent 
dramatic performance, would appear a mere trifling ſing- 
ſong buſineis, beneath the dignity of Chevy chace; the 
Devil could give us a true account of all the civil wars 
in heaven; how, and by whom, and in what manner, 
he loſt the day there, and was obliged to quit the field; 
the fiction of his refufing to acknowledge and ſubmit 
to the Mefſiah, upon his being declared generaliſſimo 
pf the heavenly forces, which Satan expected himſelf, as 
he eldeſt officer; and his not being able too brook ano- 
her to be put in over his head; aad I ſay, that fine ſpun 
hought of Mr Mi'ton would appear to be ſhained too 
lar, and only ſerve to convince us that he (Milton) 


the Meſſiah was not declared to be the ſon of God with 


and that all power was then given him in heaven and 
arth, and not before; ſo that Satan's rebellion mutt 
eriye from other cauſes, and upon other occaſions, as 


it, and of which we ſhall (peak further in this work. 

What a fine hiltory might this old gentleman write, | 
of the antediluvian world, and of ali the weighty affairs, | 
as well of ſtate as of religion, which happened during the 

ſteen hundred years ct the patriarchal adminiſtrat ion. 
Who, like him, could give a full and complete ac:ount | 
[ the deluge, whether it was a mere vindictive, a blaſt 
from | 


from heaven, wrought by a ſupernatural power in th 
way of miracle? or whether according to Mr Burnet 
theory, it was a conſequence following antecedent cauſe 
by the mere neceſſity of nature; ſeen in conſtitation; 
natural poſition, and unavoidable working of things, x 
by the theory, publiſhed by that learned enthuſiaſt, 
ſeems to be? | | 
Satan would eaſily account for all the difficulties < 
the theory, and tell us whether, as there was a natural ne 
ceſſity of the deluge, there is not the like neceſſity and 
natural tendency to a conflagration at laſt. 
Would the Devil exert himſelf as an hiftorian, ſor ou 
improvement and diverſion, how glorious an accoun 
could he give of Noah's voyage round the world i 
the famous ark! He could reiolve all rhe difficultie 
abvut the building it, the furnithing it, and the laying u 
proviſion in it for all the collection of kinds that he ha 
made; he could tell us whether all the creatures cam 
volunteer to him to go into the ark, or whether he weat 
a hunting for ſeveral years before, in order to bring 
them together. 
He could give us a true relation how he wheedled ths 
people of the next world into the abſurd ridicutous ut 
dertaking of building a Babel; how far that ſtupend ou 
ſtair caſe, which was in imagination to reach up to hea 
ven, was carried before it was interrupted, and tht 


builders confounded; how their ſpeech was altered, hoy 8 
many tongues it was divided into; or whether the 8 
were divided at all: and how many ſubdiviſions or diz I 
1 jects have been ſince that, by which means very few « l 
j | 


God's creatures, except the brutes, und erſtand one anc 
YH ther, or care one tarthing whether they do-or no. 

fl In all theſe things, Satan, who no doubt wonld make 

i very good chronogolitt, could ſettle every epocha, cor 

| rect every kalendar, and bring all oue accounts of tim 


'1 to a general agreement; as well as the Grecian Olin 
i piades, the Tuckiſh Heyhica, the Chinele fifticious ac 
1 count of the world's duration, as our blind ] ilian aud 
Ht Gregorian accounts, wiich have put the world, to thi 
| | day, into ſuch confuſion, that w- v-1ther agree in ou 
: 
| 


| W holy days or working days, faits or feaits,, nor keep thi 
1 | ' fame Sabbaths in any part of the lame globe. 
A | 
5 
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This great antiquary could bring us to a certainty in 
| the difficulties of ancient ſtory, and tell us whether 
e tale of the ſiege of Troy, and rape of Helen was a 


. 
— — — 4 
— — 
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ation ble of Homer, or an hiſtory ; whether the fictions of 
125, , poecs are formed from their own brain, or founded 
alt, i facts; and whether letters were invented by Cadmus 


e Phœnician, or dictated immediately from heaven on 


ties aount Sinai. 
ral ne | 
y ang —— | 
or ou | 
*COUR C H A P. II. 

_ the oh e of the Devil, who he is, and what he vas 

ing uy before his expulſion out of heaven, and in what ſlate he 

e ha u from that time to the creation of man. 


O come to a regular enquiry into Satan's affairs, it 
is needful we thould go back to his original, as far 

$ hiſtory and the opinion of the learned world will give 

s leave. | 
It is agreed by all writers, as well ſacred as profane, 

at this creature we now call a Devil, was originaliy an 
gel of light, a glorious ſeraph ; perhaps the choiceſt of 
Il the glorious ſeraphs. See how Milton deſcribes his. 
riginal glory. | 

Satan, ſo call him now; his former name 

Is heard no more in heaven: he of the firſt, 


wen 
bring 


ed tht 
1S UN 
na od 
5 hea 
d the 
|. hoy 
* the 


r di: 
few off If not the firſt archangel ; great in power, 
e ano In favour and pre-eminence. Par. Loft, book v. | 


And again the ſame author, and upon the ſame ſub- | 
ct; N 
—— Brighter once amidſt the hoſt 


Of angels, than that ſtar the ſtars among. | 
B. book vii. 


The glorious figure which Satan is ſuppoſed to make 
mong the thrones and dominions in heaven, is ſuch as 

e might diſpoſe the higheſt angel in that exalted train 
duld make; and ſome think as above, that he was the 
vief of the archangels. 28 

Hence that notion ( and not ill founded) ; namely 2 | 


nake 
„ COT 
tim 
Dem 
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the firſt cauſe of his diſgrace, and on which enſued 1; 
rebellion, was occaſioned upon God's proclaiming h 
ſon generaliflimo, and with himſelf ſupreme ruler in he; 
ven; giving the dominion of all his works of creatio 
as well already finithed, as not then begun, to him 
which poſt of honour (ſay they) Satan expected to | 
conferred on bimſelf, as next in honour, majeſty, an 
power, to God the ſupreme, 1 

This opinion is followed by Mr Milton too, as appea 
in the following lines, where he makes all the angels: 
tending a general ſummons, and God the Father mai 
ing the following declaration to them ; 


« Hear-all ye angels, progeny of light, 

c Thrones, dominions, princedoms, virtues, Powen 
& Hear my decree, which unrevok'd ſhall ſtand. 

« This day I have begot whom I declare 

« My only ſon, and on this holy hill 

«« Have him anointed, whom ye now behold 

& At my right hand; your head I him appoint : 

« And by myſelf have ſworn, to him ſhall bow 

„ All knees in heav'n, and ſhall confeſs him lord; 

Under his great vicegerenc reign abide 

& United, as one individual ſoul, f 
For ever happy ; him who diſ{beys, le 
« Me diſobeys, breaks union; and that day 0 
« Caſt out from God, and blziied viſion, falls { 
« Tato utter darkneſs, deep ingulph'd, his place (il 
Ce Ordain'd without redemption, without end.” o 


Satan, affronted at the appearance of a new efſen 


or being in heaven, called the fon of God; for God, f 


Mr Miiton,(though erroneouſly) declared himſelf ar i 


time, ſaying, 7 day have { begotten him, and that” 
ſhould be ſet up above all the former powers of heave”? 
of whom Satan (as above) was the chief, and expel ? 
if any higher poſt could be granted, it might be 
due; I fay, affronted at this he reſolved »s 

„With all his legions to diſlodge, and leave 70 


© Unworthipp'd, unobeyed, the throne ſupreme, 
& Contempiuous — Par. Loft, book 
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But Mr Milton is groſsly erroneous in afcribing thoſe 
-ords, This day have I bego!t en thee, to that declaration 
the Father before Satan fell, and conſequently to a 
ime before »tle creation ; whereas it is by interpreters 
greed to be underſtood of the incarnation of the Son of 
vod, or at leaſt of the reſurrection | : See Pool upon 

Acts xiii. 33. 

In a word, Satan withdrew with all his ſollowers 
nalcontent and chagriny reſolved to diſobey this new 
ommand, and not yield ohedience to the Son. 

But Mr Milton agrees in that opinion, that the num- 
ber of angels which rebelled with Satan was infinite; 
and ſuggeſts in one place that they were tlie greateſt 
half of ail the angel body, or ſeraphic hoſt, 


6c An wich his powers 

An hoſt 
Janumerable as the far of night, 

Or ſtars of morning, dew-drops, which the ſun 


Imperial on ev "ny leat „ and ev'ry flower,” 
* Par. 4 oft, 8 V. 


Be their number as it is, numberleſs millions, and le- 
dens of millions, that is no part of my preſent enquiry; 
atan the leader, guide and Superior, as he was author 
f the celeſtial rebellidn, is ſtill the great head and ma- 
ter Devil as before ; under his authority they ill act, 
ot obeying, but carrying on the ſame inſurrection a- 
hn God which they began in heaven; making war 
il againſt heaven, in the perſon of his image and crea- 
arc man; and though vanquiſhed by the chunder of the 

| B 


12d 1; 
ng hi 
in the; 
eatio 
him 
to 
ys an 


pen 
gels a 


T mat 


powen 


Son 
eſſe FR" he 127 
Jod, f 13 Mr Pool's words are theſe; Some reſfer- the words, 
Hatt bis day have I begotten thee to the incarnation of the 
4 that of God, others to the reſurrection: our tranſlators 
heat the ſtreſs on the propoſition of which the verb is 
xpedi 2mpounded, and by addisg again, (viz.) raiſed up ſe- 


as again, Acts xiu 33. intended it to be underficod of 
he reſurrection; and there is ground for it in the bert 
the refurrection of Chriſt is that which St T. r 
pe unded in v. 30. cf the ſame chapter. a his theme 
argument to preach upen. Not that Chrift at hig re- 
urrection began to be the Son of God, but that he Was 

naniſeſted then to be ſo 


and overwhelmed them in the Abyſs. 


Devil, relating to his moſt early ſtate, and the time be- 
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Son of God, and.caft down headlong from heaven, they 
have yet reaſſumed, or rather not loſt, either the will er 
the power of doing evil. 

This fall of the angels, with the war in heaven which 
preceeded it, is finely deſcribed by Ovid, in his war of 
he Titans againſt Jupiter; caſting mountain upon moun- 
tain, and hill upon hill (Pelion npon Offa) in order to 
Scale the adamantine walls, and break open the gates of 
heaven, till Jupiture ſtruck them with his thunder-bolts, 


Vide Ovid Metam. new trandition, lib. 1. p. 19. 


et Nor were the Gods themſelves ſecure on high; 

« For now the giants ſtrove to ſtorm the ſky : 

« The lawleſs brood with bold attempt invade 

« The Gods, and mountains upon muntains laid. 
« But now the bolt, enrag'd, the father took; 

« Olympus from her deep foundations fhook : 

ce Her ſtructure nodded at the mighty ſtroke, 

te 4nd Offa's ſhatter'd top o'er Pelion broke: 

c They're in their own ungodly ruin Alain. 


8 — — _ —_ _ * 
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Then again, ſpeaking of Jupiter, reſolving in conncil 
to deſtroy mankind by the deluge, and giving the rea- 
ſons of it to the heavenly hoft ; ſay» thus, ſpeaking of the 
demigods, alluding to good men below : 


wi 


cc Think you that they in ſafety can remain, 

e When me myſelf, who o'er immortals reign. 

e Who ſend the lightning, an! heav'n's empire ſway, 
<< The ſtern + Lycaon practis'd to betray? Ib. p. 10 


Since then ſo much poetic liberty is taken with t 


al cu, © dd wd 


Fore his fall, give me leave to make an excurfjon of the 
like kind relating to his hiſtory immediately after the 
ſall, and till the creation of man; an interval which! 
think much of the Devil's ſtory is to be ſeen in, and 
which, Mr Milton has taken little notice of: at lealt 1 
does not ſeem completely filled up; after which I ſh 
return to honeſt proſe again, and purſue the duty of a 


Ziſtorian, 
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OF THE DEVIL. 
they Satan, with hideous rain thus ſappreſt, 
II or Expeli'd the ſeat of bletednels and reit, b 
Look' d back, and ſaw the high eternal monnd, 
rich BW Where all his rebel hoſt their outlet found, 
ir of Reftor'd impregaabſe: The breach made up, 
oun- WF Aad garriſons of angels rang'd a-top; 
er to In front an hundred thouſand thunders roll, 
es of Ang lightnings temper'd to transſi c a ſoul. 
>0lts, Terror of Devils. Satan and his holt, 
| Now to themſelves as well as (tation loſt, * 
p. 19. Unabie to ſupport the hated fight | 
Expand feraphic wings, and ſwift as light | 
Scek for new ſafety in eternal night. | 
In the remoteſt gulphs of dark they land: 
Here vengeance gives them leave to make their Rand 3; 
Nut that to Reps and mealures they pretend, 
Councils and ſchemes thzir ſtution to defead ; 
But broken, diſconcerted, and diſmay'd ; 
By gailt and fright to guilt and'tright betrayed ;: 
Rage and confuſiun ev'ry ſpirit poſſæſo'd, 
And ſhame and horror ſwell'd in ev'ry breaſt ; 
ancilf Transforming tnvy their eſſentials burns 
rea And the bright angel a frightful devil turns. 
of the Thus hell began; the fire of conſcious rage 
No years can quench, no length of time aſſuage. 
Material fire, with its intenſeſt flame, 
Compar'd with this can ſcarce deſerve a name; 
How ſhould it up to immaterials riſe ? 
When we're all flame, we ſhall all fire deſpiſe, 
This fire LAs and its heat intenſe, 
Turns all the pain of loſs to pain of ſenſe, 
The folding flames concave and inward roll, 
Act upon ſpirit and penetrate the ſoul: 
Not force of devils can its new pow?rs repel, 
Where'er it burns it finds or makes a hel! ; 
For Satan, flaming with unquench'd deſire, 
Forms his own hell, and kindles his own fire: 
Vanquiſh'd not humbled, not in will brought low; 
But, as his pow'rs decline, his paſſions grow: 
The malice, viper-like takes vent within, 
Gnaws its own bowels, and burſts in its own fins 
Impatient of the change he ſcorns to bow; 
And never impotent in pow'r till now 


B 2 Ardent = 


| 


Ardent with hate, and with revenge diſtract, 


And worſe ten thouſand times than not to be / 


Pool upon Acts Xii. 10. 
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A. will to new attempts, but none to act; 
Vet all ſeraphic, and in juſt degree, 
Suited to ſpirits high ſents of railery, 
Deriv'd from Toſs, which nothing can repair; 
And room for nothing left but mere deſpair. 
Here's finith'd hell! what ficrcer fire can burn? 
Enough ten thouſand worlds to overturn. 
Hell's but the the phrenſy of defeated pride, 
Seraphic treaſon's ſtrong impetuous tide, 
Where vile ambition diſappointed firſt, 
To its own rage, and boundleſs hatred curs'd ; 
The heat's fann'd up to fury, that to flame; 
For fire and fury are in kind the ſame; 
Theſe burn unquenchable in ev'ry face, 
And the word anal conſtitutes the place. 
O ſtate of being! where being's the only grief, 
And the chief torture's to be damn'd to life! 
O life! the only thing they have tc hate; 
The finiſh'd torment of a future ſtate; 
Complete in all the parts of enuleſs miſery, * 


Could but the damn'd the immortal law repeal, 

And devils die, there'd, be an end cf hell; 

Could they that thing call'd being late, 

There'd be no ſorrows in a future ſtate; 

The wretch whoſe crimes had ſhut him out on high, 
Could be reveng d on Gad himſelf; and die: 

Job's wife was in the right, and always we | 
Might ead by death all human miſery ; 
Might ve it in our choice, to be or not to be. 
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*. the name of the Devil, is original, and the nature of 
his circumſtancet, ſince he has been culled by that name. 


T HE Scripture is the firſt writing on earth where we 
find the Devil called by his own proper diſtinguiſh- 


ing denomination, Devil, or the + deſtroyer ; * o/ 
| | dee 
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+ The meaning of the word devil is deſtroy er. Ses 
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deed is there any other author of antiquity, or of ſuffi · 
cient authority, which ſays any thing of that kind about 
him 1 
Here he makes his firſt appearance in the world, and 
on that occafion he is called the Serpent; but the ſer- 
pent, however ſince made to ſignify the Devil, when 
ſpoken of in general terms, was but the Devil's repfe- 
ſentative, or the Devil iz gquovis vehiculs, for that time 
clothed in a bodily ſhape, acting under cover, and in diſ- 
guiſe, or, if you will, the Devil in maſquerade : Nay, it 
we believe Mr Milton, the angel Gabriel's ſpear had 
ſuch a ſecret powerſul influence, as to make him ſtrip of 
a ſudden, and with a touch to unmaſk, and ſtand upright 
in his naked original ſhape, mere Devil, without any 
diſguiſe whatſoever. h 

Now, as we go to the ſcripture for much of his hiſ- 
tory, ſo we mult go there alſo for ſome of his names; 
and he has a great variety of names indeed, as his ſeve- 
ral miſchevious doings guide us to conceive of, him, 
The truth is; all the ancient names given him, of which 
the Scripture is fall, ſeem to be originals derived from, 
and adapted to the ſeveral ſteps he has taken, and the 
ſeveral ſhapes he has appeared in, to do milchieis in the 
vorld. | 


Here he is called the Serpent, Gen. iii. 1. 
oh, The old Serpent, Rev. xii. g. 
The great Red Dragon, Rev. xii. 3. 
The Accuſer of the Brethren, Rev. ii. 10% 


The Enemy, Matth. xiii. 39. 

Satan, Job i. Zech. iii. 1, 2. 

Belial, 2 Cor. vi. 15. 

Beelzebub, Matth. xii. 24. 

Mammon, Matth. vi. 24. : 

The Angel of Light, 2 Cor. zi. 14. 
re of The Angel of the Bottomleſs Pit, Rev. ix. It. 
1e. The Prince of the Power of the Air, Eph. ii. 22 
Were” Lucifer, Iſa. xiv. 12. 8 a | A 
A Abaddon or Apdllyon, Rev: iz. 11. 
<6 Legion, Mark v. 85 8 

The God of this World, 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
The Foul Spirit, Mark ix. 25. 


Zee The Unclean Spirit, Mark i. 27. | 
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Tie Lying Spirit, 2 Chron, xxx. 


The Tempter, Matth. iv. z. 
The Son of the Morning, Ila. xiv. 12. 


But to ſum them a! un in one, he is called in the Net 
Teſtament, plain Devil. All his other names are varie 
according to the cultem of ſpeech, and the dialects 
the ſeveral nations where he is ſpoken of; but, in 
word, Devil is the common name of the Devil in all tl 
known langugges of the earth. Nay, all the miſchiq 
he is empawered to do, are in Scripture placed to h 
account, under the particular title of the Devils. not 
Devils in the plural number, though they are ſometiny 
mentioned too; but in the lingular, it is the identical i 
dividual Devil, in and under whom all the little Devil 
and all the great Devils, if ſuch there be, are ſuppoſed! 
act; nay, they are ſuppoſed to be governed and directe 
by him. Thus we are told in Scripture of the works 
the Devil, 1 Joha iii. 8. ; of caſting out the Devil, Ma 
> 33. : of reiilting"the Devil, James iv. 7.; of our 8 
vio being tempted of the Levil, Matth. iv. 1,; of $ 
mon Magus, a, chigd of the Devil, Acts xiii. 10. Th 
Devil came N., in great wrath, Rey. xii. 12 andt 
like, According to this uſage of ſpetch we go on 
this day; and in ail the infer nal things we converſe wi 
in the world are fathered upon the Devil, as one uns 
vided ſimple eſſence, by how many agents ſoever wo 
ing. Every thing evil, ſrightful in appearance, wick: 
in its actings, horrible in its manner, monſtrous in its 
fects, is called the Devil; in a word, Devil is the co 
mon name tor all devils, that is to ſay, for all evil ſpiri 
all evil powers, all evil works, and even all evil thing 
yet it is remarkable, the Devil is no Old Teſtame 
d; and we never find it uſed in all that part oft 
Bible but four times, and then rot once in the {ingul 
number; and not once, to ſignify Satan as it is now 
derſiood. % 
It is true, the learned give a great many different 
terpretations of che word Devil. The Engliſh comm 
tors tell us, it means a deſtroyer : others that it ſig 
fies a deceiver; and the Greeks derive it from calumn 
lor, or falſe witneſs ; for we find that Calumny wa 
goddeſs, to whom the Athenians built altars, and offer 


-. ſacrifices, upon ſolemg occaliogs ; and they Y 
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Hialulł from whence came the maſculine Diabolut which 
we tranſlate Devil. | 

Thus we take the name of Devil to ſignify not per- 
ſons only, but actions and habits ; making imaginary de- 
vils, and transforming that ſubſtantial creature called 


the Net 


e varie 

As, Devil, into every thing noxious and oZenfive, Thus St. 
at, in Franci*, being tempted by the Devil in the ſhape of a 
1 all ti bag of money lying in the highway, the laint having diſ- 


covered the fraud; whether ſeeing his cloven foot hang 
out of the purſe, or whether he diſtinguithed him by his 
ſmell of ſujphur, or how otherwiſe, authors are not a- 
reed; but I fay, the ſaint having diſcovered the cheat, 
and outwitted the Devil, took occaſion to preach that 
eminent ſermon to his diſciples, where his text was Mo- 
ey is tre Devil. 
direckt Nor, upon the whole, is any wrong done to the Devil 
vorks by this kind of treatment: it only gives him the fovereign-/ 
I, Ma ty of the whole army of heil; and, making all the num- 
berleſs legions of the bortomleſs pit fervants, or, as the 
Scripture calls them, angels to Satan the grand Devil, 
all their actions, performances, and atchievements, are 
jultly-attributed to him, not as Prince of Devils only, 
but the Emperor of Devils,—the Prince of all the Prin- 
ces of Devils. | 18 
Under this denomination then of Devil, all the powers 
of hell, all the princes of the air, all the black armies os 
Satan, are comprehended ; and in ſuch manner they are 
to be underſtood in this whole work, mutatis mutantis, 
according to the ſeveral circumſtances of which we are 
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ſpiri to ſpeak of them. 

thing This being premiſed, and my authority being ſo good, 
tame Satan muſt not take it ill, if I treat him after the man- 
t of ü ner of men, and give him thoſe titles which he is beſt 
ingul known by among us : for indeed, having ſo many, it is 


not very eaſy to call him out of his name. 

However, as I am obliged, by the duty of an hiſto» 
rian, to decency as well as impartiality, ſo I thonght it 
neceſſary, before I uſed too much freedom with Satan, 
to produce authentic documents, ard bring antiquity,. 
upon the ſage, to juſtify the manner of my writing, and 
let you ſee I ſhall deſcribe him in ne other colours, nor 
call him by any name, but what he has becn known by 


Yor many ages before me, 


OW | 


offen 
all 
D 


; 
#* 
y 


or Deſtroyer, &c. 


Great Red Dragon, the Beaſt, the Old Serpent, and the 


- hiſtory, ſacred or profane, you will find that, in general, 


Devil, of caſting out Devils, of being 


did not go by that name; but I ſay, even in Scripture, 


His name then being thus aſcertained, and his exiG- 
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And now, though writing to the common underftang 
ig of my readers, I am obliged to treat Satan ver 
. coarſely, and to ſpeak of him in the common acceptation 
calling him plain Devil, a word which, iu this manner 
age, is not ſo ſonorous as others might be, and which 
by the ert or of the times, is apt to prejudice us again 
his perſon; yet it muſt be acknowledged, he has a great 
many other names and ſurnames which he might 
known by, of a leſs noxious import than that of Devi 


Mr Milton indeed, wanting titles of honour to give ty 
the leaders of Satan's hoſt. is obliged to borrow ſeveral 
of his Scripture-names, and beſtow them upon his infer. 
nal heroes whom he makes the generals and leaders of 
the armies of hell; and ſo he makes Beelzebub, Lucifer, 
Belial, Mammon, and ſome others, to be the names of 
particular Devils, members of Satan's upper- houſe © 
Pandemonium; whereas, indeed, theſe are all names 
proper and peculiar to Satan himſelf. | 

The Scripture alſo has ſome-names of a coarſer kind, 
by which the Devil is underſtoad, as particularly, which 
is noted already, in the Apocalypſe, he is called the 


like: But take it in the Scripture, or where you will in 


the Devil is, as I have ſaid above, his ordinary name in 
all languages, and in all nations; the name by which he 
and his works are principally diſtinguiſhed. Alſo the 
Scripture, beſides that it often gives him this name, 
ſpeaks of the works of the Devil, of the ſubtility of the 
tempted of the 
Devil, of being poſſeſſed with a Devil; and ſo many 
other expreſſions of that kind, as I have ſaid already, are 
made ule of, for us to underſtand the evil ſpirit by, - that 
in a word, Devil is the common name of all wicked 
ſpirits: for Satan is no more the Devil, as if he alone 
were ſa, and all the ret were a diminitive Species, who 


every ſpirit, whether under his dominion, or out of his 
dominion, is called the Devil; and is as much a real de- 
vil, that is to ſay, a condemned ſpirit, and employed in 
the ſame wicke:l work as Satan himſelf. 
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OF THE DEVIL. - 3 
ice acknowledged, it ſhould be a little ivquired what 
e iss We believe there is ſuch a thing, ſach a creature 


ſtan 


It ver 


tation the Devil; and that he has been and may ſill, with 
nneriMWropriety of ſpeech, and without injuſtice to his charac- 
which, be called by his anciedt naine, Devil. | 

gain But who is he? What is his original? Whence came 
greahe? And what is his e ſtation and condition? For 
gil eſe things, and theſe inquiries, are very neceſſary to 
Devi hiſtory ; nor indeed can any part of his hiſtory be 


omplete without them. | | 
That he is of an ancient and noble original muſt be 
cknowledged ; for he is heaven-born, and of angelic . 
ace, as has been touched already. If Scripture evidence 
ay be of any weight in the queſtion, there is no room 
o doubt the genealogy of the Devil. He is not only 
poken of as an angel, but as a fallen angel; one that 
ad been in heaven, had beheld the face of God m his 
It effulgence of glory, and furrounded the throne 
fthe Moſt High; from whence, commencing rebel, and 
ting expelled, he was caſt down, down, down, God 
nd the Devil himſelf only know where: for indeed we 
nnot ſay that any man on earth knows it; and where- 
er he is, he has ever fince man's creation, been a 
ague to him; been a tempter, a deluder, a calumsia- 
br, an enemy, and the object of man's horror and + 
me in Nrerſion. 
ch he As his original is heaven-born, and his race angelic 
o the the angelic nature is evidently placed in a clafs ſupe» 
name, Wor to the human; and this the Scripture is expreſs in 
>f rhe lo, when ſpeaking of man, it ſays, He made him a 
the ile lower than the angels. ; 
many Thus the Devil, as mean thoughts as ye may have 
y, are f him, is ot a better family than any of you; nay, then 
that We belt gentlemen of you all. What ye may be fallen 
icked p. is one thing; but what he is fallen from is another; 
alone Ind therefore, I muſt tell my learned and reverend friend 
, who WW W. L. L. D. when he ſpoke fo radely of the Devil 
"tures Wiely that in my opinion he abuſed his betters. 
of his MW Nor is the Scripture more an help to us in the ſearch 
al de» er the Devil's original, than it is in our ſearch after - 
ed in nature. It is true, authors are not agreed about his 
5 e, what time he was created, how many years he en- 
exi 


jed his tate of bleſſedneſo before he fell, or how many 
eace years 
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22 THE HISTCRY 
years he continued with his whole army in the ſtate 
darkneſs, and before the ereation of man. It is ſupy 
ſed he might be a conſider. ble ſpace; and that it y 
part of his puniſhment too, being all the while inacti 
unemployed, having no buſineſs, nothing to do but gua 
ing his own bowels, and rolling in the agony of his 9 
ſelf reproaches, being an hell to himſelf. ia re flecting 
the 185 ſtate from whence he was fallen. 
ow long he remained thus, it is true, we have! 
light imo from hiſtory, and but little from traditig 
Rabb Judah fays, the Jews were of opinion, that he n 
mained twenty thouſand years in that condition; a 
that the world would continue twenty thouſand. more, 
which he ſhall find work enough to ſatisfy his miſchi 
vous deſires: but he ſhews no authority for his opinie 
Indeed let the Devil have been as idle as they thi 
he was before, it muſt be acknowledged, that now he! 
the moſt buſy, vigilant, and diligent of all God's cr 
tures, and very ſull of employment too, ſuch as it is. 
Scripture indeed gives us light into the enmity the 
is between the two natures, the diabolical and the h 
man; the reaſon of it, and how and by what means th 
power of the Devil is reſtrained by the Mefliah z and 
thoſe who are willing to truſt to goſpel light, and beli 
what the Scripture ſays of the Devil, there may mu 
of his hiſtory be diſcovered; and therefore thoſe that li 
may go there for a fuller account of the matter. 
But to reſerve all Scripturè evidence of theſe thin 
as a magazine in ſtore for the uſe of thoſe with w 
Scripture-teftimony is of force; I muſt, for the prelct 
tura to other inquiries, being now directing my tory} 
an age, wherein, to be driven to revelation and Ser 
ture aſſertions, is eſteemed giving up the ditpute, Ft 
ple now a-days muſt have demonſtration; and, in 
word, nothing will ſatisty the age, but ſuch evidence 
perhaps the nature of the queſtion will not admit. 
It is hard, indeed, to bring demonſtrations in ſuch 
caſe as this. No man has ſcen God at any tim 
' ſays the Scripture, 1 John iv. 2. So the Devil, bein; 
ſpirit incorporea), an angel of light, and conſequent 
not viſible in his own ſubſtance, nature, and form, 
may in ſome ſenſe be ſaid, No man hath ſeen the Dt 
at auy time. All thole pretences of phrenſical and fi 
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people, who tell us they have ſeen the Devil, 1 


ſtate examine, and, perhaps, expoſe by themſelves. 

{up t might take up a great deal of our time here to in- 

ee, whether the Devil has any particular ſhape, or 

en ſonality of ſubſtance, which can be viſible to us, felt, 

"BUY rd. or underſtood, and which he cannot alter; and 
0 


en, what ſhapes or appearances the Devil has at any 
ze taken upon him; and whether he can really appear 
a body which might be handled and ſeen, and yet ſo 
to know it to have been the Devil at the time of his 
pearing : but this alſo I defer, as not of weight in the 
eſent inquiry. 

We have divers accounts of witches converſing with 
> Devil; the Devil in a real body, with all the ap- 
arances of a body of a man or woman appearing to 


1ave 1 
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he n 
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nore, 
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pingen: alſo of having a familiar, as they call it, an incu- 

7 thu. or little Devil, which ſucks their bodies, runs away 

by be th them into the air, and the like. Much of this is 
o Crt 


d; but much more than it is eaſy to prove : and we 
ght to give but a juſt proportion of credit to thoſe 
Des. % 5 . y 
ol his borrowed ſhapes and his ſubtile transform- 
gs, that we have ſach open teſtimony of, that there is 
d room for any queſtion about t; and when I come to 
xt part. T ſhall be obliged rather to give an hiſtory of 
e fact, than enter into any diſſertation upon the nature 
d reaſon of it. i 

I do not find, in any author v/hom we can call credit- 
le, that even in thaſe countries where the dominion of 
atan is more particularly eſtabliſhed, and where they 
ay be ſaid to worſhip him in a more particnlar manner 
a Devil; which ſome tel] us the Indians in America 
d, who worſhipped the Devil, that he might not hurt 
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e, P em; yet I ſay, I do not find, that even there the De- 
id, in appear to them in any particular conſtant ſhape or 
dence Merſonality peculiar to himſelf. | 

nit. 


Scripture-and hiſtory therefore giving us no light unte 
at part of the queſtion, I conclude, and lay it down, 
t as my opinion only, but as what all ages ſeem to 
dncur in, that the Devil has no particuliar body; that 
15 a ſpirit 3 and that though he may, Porteus like, af. 
me the appearance of either man or beaſt, yet it muſt 

be 
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4 THE HISTORY 
be ſome borrowed ſhape, ſome aſſumed figure, pro | 
vice ; and that he has ne viſible body of his own. 
I thought it needful to diſcuſs this as a preliminay 
and that the next diſcourſe might go upon a certainty; 
this grand point ; namely, that the Devil, however 
may, for his particular occafions, put himſelf into a pre 
many ſhapes, and clothe himſelf, perhaps, with what a 
pearances he pleaſes, yet that he is himſelf ſtill a me 
ſpirit, that he retains a ſeraphic nature, is not viſible þ 
our eyes, which are human and organic, neither can] 
act with the ordinary powers, or in the ordinary ma 
ner, as bodies do: and therefore, when he has thong 
fit to deſcend. to the meanneſſes of diſturbing a 
frightening children and old women, by noiſes at 
Enockings, diſlocating the chairs and ſtools, breakin 
windows, and ſuch Jike little ambulatory things, whit 
would ſeem to be below the dignity of his charadt 
and which, in particular, are ordinarily performed | 
organic powers; yet even then he has thought fitnott 
be ſeen, or rather to make the poor 3 believe 
had a real ſhape and body, with hands to act, mouth 
ſpeak, and the like, than to give proof of it in commo 
to the whole world, by ſhewing himſelf, and adn} 
viſibly and openly, as a body uſually and ordinari 
" Hoes. | | | | 
Nor is it any diſadvantage, to the Devil, that his { 
raphic nature is not confined or impriſoned in a body d 
Mape, ſuppoſe that ſhape to be what monſtrous thing 
would; for this would, indeed, confine his actings with 
in the narrow ſphere of the organ or body to which li 
was limited: and tbough you were to ſuppoſe the bod 
to have wings ſor a velocity of motion equal to a'ſpin 
pet, if it had not a power of inviſibility too, and a cap 
city of conveying himſelf, undiſcovered, into all the f 
cret receſſes of mankind, and the ſame ſecret art, or e 
pacity of inſinuation, ſuggeſtion, accuſation, &. 
which his wicked deſigns are now propagated, and al 
Jis other devices aſſiſted, by which he deludes and 
trays mankind; I ſay, he would be no more a Dey 
that is, a deſtroyer, — no more a deczeiver, and no m6 
2 Satan, that is, a dangerous arch enemy to the ſouls! 
men; nor would it be any difficulty to mankind to fil 
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nd avoid him, as I ſhall make plain in the other part of 
is hiſtory. 

Had the Devil from the beginning been embodied, as 
e could not have been inviſible to us, whoſe ſouls, - -2 
qually ſeraphic, are only preſcribed by being embodied 
nd incaſed in fleſh and blood as we are; ſo he would 
ve been no more a Devil to any body but himſelf. 
ne impriſonment in a body, had the powers of that 
ody been all that we can conceive to make him formid- 
ble to us, would yet have been an hell to him. Conſi- 
er him as a conquered exaſperated rebel, retaining all 
at fury and ſwelling ambition, that hatred of God, 
nd envy at his creatures, which dwells now in his en- 
aged ſpirit as a Devil: yet ſuppoſe him to have been 
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reakin pndemned to organic powers, confined to corpqpeal 
, wh otion, and reſtrained, as a body mutt be ſuppoſed to 
wr ſtrain a ſpirit z it muſt, at tae ſame time, ſuppoſe him 
med 


d be effeQually diſabled from all the methods he is now | 
lowed to make uſe of, for exerting his rage and enmity | 
gainſt God, any further than as he might ſuppoſe it to 

ect his maker at ſecond-hand, by wounding his glory 

rough the ſides of his weakeſt creature, man. 

He muſt certainly be thus confined, becauſe body can 

ly act upon body, not upon ſpirit; o ſpecĩes being 
powered to act out of the compals of its own ſphere. 
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t his le might have been impowered, indeed to have acted 
bod rrible, and even deſtructive things upon mankind, eſpe- 
hing ally if this body had any powers given it which man- 
ds with had not, by which man would be overmatched, 


hich ! 


1 10 d not be in a condition of ſelf detence. For example, 
0 


ppoſe him to have had wiags to have flown in the air, 


a 18 o be invulnerable, and that no human! invention, arts 
2 5 engine, could hurt, enſuare, captivate, or reſtrain 
"1. 

re Bat this is to ſuppoſe the righieous and wiſe Creator 

&c- Vl have made a creature,. aud-not be able to defend and | 
and ſerve him; or to have leſt him defenceleſs to the Af 
and Mercy of another of his own creatures, whom he had 
Deen power to deſtroy him. This indeed might, have 

10 Mocationed a general dolatry, and made mankind as, the 
fouls! mericans do to this day, worſhip the Devil, chat he 

to 108{-bt not hurt them: but it could not have prevented - 


Aue deſlruction of mankind, ſuppoſing the Devil to have 
| C ad 
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had malice equal to his power : and: he mbſt put on 
new nature, be compaſſic nate, generous, benificent, 22 
ſteadily gocdꝭ in ſparing the rival enemy he was able} 
Ceſtroy, or he mult have ruined mankind. In ſhort, 
_ - muſt have ceaſed to have been a Devil, and mult ha 
re- aſſumed his original, angelic, heavenly. nature; ha 
been filled with the principles of love to, and delight! 
the works of his Creator, and bent to propagate his gi 
ry and intereſt ;. or he muſt have put an end to the ra 
cf man, whom it would be in his power to dellroy, a 
cblige his Maker to create a new ſpecies, or. tortity i 
old with ſome kind of defence, which muſt be invulnt 
able, ard-which his fiery darts could not penetrate. 
On this occaſion, fufter me to make ap excurſion fra 
the, uſual ſtile of this work, and with ſome ſolemnity 
. expreſs. my thoughts thus: | | 
How gloricus is the Wiſdom and goodneſs of f 
great Creator of the world! in thus reſtraining th 
ſeraphic ouTcasTs. from the power of aſſuming hum 
or organic bodies! which, could they do, invigoratit 
them with the ſupernatural powers, which as ſera 
and angels, they ncw. poſſeſs, and might exert, tht 
would be able even to fright mankind from the face 
the earth, and; to deſtroy and confound Cov's creatid 
Nay, even as they are, were not their power limite 
| they might deſtroy the creation itſelf, reverſe and ove 
+ © turn nature, and put the world into a general cont 
ration. Put were thoſe immortal ſpirits  embodid 
ough they were not permitted to confound natu 
they would be able to haraſe poor, weak, and defend 
Jeſs man out of his wits, and render. him perfectly 
:Jefs, either to his Maker or himſelf. | 
But the Dragon is chained; the Devil's power is 
mited. He has indeed a vaſtly extended empire, be 
Prince of the Air, having at leaſt the whole atmoſphe 
to range in; and how far that atmoſphere is extcndt 
is not yet aſcertained by the niceſt obſervations. I 
at leaſt, becauſe we do not yet know how far hen 
be allowed to make excurſions beyond the atmoſphi 
of this globe into the planetary. worlds, and u hat pos 
be may exerciſe in all the habitable. parts of the i 
Ayſtem; nay, of all the other ſolar ſyſtems, which, 
Hought we know, may exiſt in the mighty extent 
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Put ou eated ſpace, and of which you may hear farther in its 
cent, 29 der. 7 

as able! But let his power be what it will there, we are ſare 
ſhort, is limited here, and that in two particulars : Firft, H: 

nuſt h h nited as above, from aſſuming a body, or bodily- 
re; ha Apes, with ſabitance ; and ſccondh, t rom exerting ſe- | | 
lelight} aphic powers, and acting with that ſupernatural ſorce, 

e his gf hich as an angel, he was certainly veſted wich before 
the ra he Fall, and which we are not certain is yet taken 
roy, om him; or, at mot, we do not know how much it 
Yrtify of xy or may not be deminiſhed, by his degeneracy, and 
nVUrol. the blow given him at his expulſion. This we are 
ate. ertain, that be his power greater or leſo, he is reſtrain- 
ion fro! from exerciſe of it in this world; and he, Who was 
mnit) pace equal to the angel who killed 180,000 mea in one 

; tight, is not able now, without a new commithon, to 

S oy Wake away the life of one Job, nor touch any thing he 
ng ad. ' | | 

hum But let us conſider him then limited and reſtrained as 

g oral: is, yet he remains a mighty, a terrible, an immortal 
ſera eing ; infinitely ſuperior to man, as well in the dignity 
rt, tape his nature, as in the dreadful powers he retains {till 
face bout him. It is true the brain ſick heads of our eathu- 
creataſtics paint him blacker than he is; and as I have ſaid, 
Jimi vickedly repreſent. him .cloathed with terrors that do 

d Mot really belong to him; as if the power of good and 

| con was wholly veſted in him, and that he was placed 


abodeſn the throne of his Maker, to diſtribute both puniſh- 
. ents and rewards: in this they are much wrong, ter- 
efend 


ifying and deluding fanciful people about him, till they . | 
ly turn their heads, and fright them into a belief that the 
Devil will let them alone, if chey do ſuch and ſuch good 
hings; or carry them away with him they know not 
whether, if they do not; as if the Devil, whoſe proper 
buſineſs is miſchief, ſeduciag und deluding mankind and 
drawing them in to be rebels like himſelf, ſhould threa- 
en to ſeize upon them, carry them away, and in a 
ord, fall upon them to hurt them, if they did evil; 
and, on the contrary, be favourable and civil to them, if 
they did well. | | 

Thus a poor deluded country fellow in our town, that 
had Tived a wicked, abominable, debauch'd life, was 
frighted with an ing, as he called it, of che ver : 

: 2 ce 


. 4 


if 1 de ſuch a fire as you ſpeak of, but it muſt give a light 


- On: he was cloathed with fire and brimſtone. 


| - the light of the fire you ſpeak of ? 


as dim! 


he was gone. 


_ _—* _ THE HISTORY X 


He fancied that he ſpoke to him, and, telling his tale ty 
a good honeſtChriſtian gentlemen his neighbour, that had 
a litile more fenſe than himſelf; the gentleman aſked 
him if he was ſure he really ſaw the Devil? Yes, yes 
Sir, ſays he, I ſaw him very plain. "And ſo they began 
the following diſcourſe : 
Gent. See him! ſee the Devil ! art thou fare of it, 
Thomas? 
Tho. Yes, yes, I am ſure enough of it maſter ; to be 
ſure *twas the Devil. 
Gent. And how do you know it was the Devil The 
mas? Had you ever ſeen the Devil before? 
Tho. No, no, I had never ſeen him before, to be Hard! 
but, for all that I know *twas the Devil. 
Gent. Well, if you're ſure, Thomas, there's no con- 
tradicting you; pray what cloaths had he on? 
Tho. Nay, Sir, don't jeſt with me; he had no cloaths 


Gent. Was it dark or day light when you ſaw him? 
T O! it was very dark, for it was midnight. 
Gent. How could you ſee him then? did you ſee by 


Tho. No, no, he * ligbt himſelf; but I ſaw him 
for all that. 

Gent. But was it within doors, or out in * ſtreet? 

Tho. It was within, it was in my own chamber when 
4 was juſt going into bed, that I ſaw him. 

Gent. Well then, you had a candle, had*nt you? 

Tho Yes, I had a candle; but it burnt as blue ! and 


Gent. Well, but if the Devil was cloathed with fire 
and brimſtone, he muſt give you ſome light; there can't 


with | 
37 55. Ne no, he gave no light, 1 I ſmelt his fire 
and brimſtone ; he left a ſmell of it behind him, when 


Gent. Well, ſo yon ſay he had fire, but gave no light: 
it was a deviliſh fire indeed; did it feel warm? was the 
room hot while he was in it? | 

Tho. No, no, but I was hot enough without it, for it 
put me into a great ſweat with the fright. £ 

Gent. Very well, he was all in fire, you ſay, but 
without. 


X OF THE DEVIL. 
tale tofMWichont light or heat: only, it ſeems, he ſtunk of brim- 
hat had one; pray what ſhape was he in? what was he like ? 
n aſked r you ſay you faw him. | 
s, ven 77% O! Sir, I ſaw two great ſtaring ſaucer· eyes, 

' began{MWnough to fright any body out of their wits. | 
Gent. And was that all you ſaw? 
of it, 7. No, I ſaw, his cloven foot very plain, *twas as 
ig as one of your bullock's that goes to plongh. 
to be Gert. So you ſaw none of his body, but his eyes and 
is feet? a fine viſion indeed! 
Tho- Tho. Sir, that was enough to ſend me going 
| Gent. Going! what did you run away from him? 
ſure; 7%. No, but I fled into bed at one jump, and ſunk 
own, and pulled the bed- cloaths quite over me. 
con- Gent. And what did you that for ? 
Tho. To hide myſelf ſrom ſuch a frightful creature. - 
loaths WW Gent. Why, if it had really been the Devil, do you 
hink the bed-cloaths would have ſecured you from him? 

lim? The. Nay, I don: t n, but in a fright it was all 1 
| ould do. ; 
ee by Gert. Nay, twas as wiſe as all the reſt ; but come, 

* to 2 a little ſerious, pray did he ſpeak to 
him ou? 

The. Ves, yes, I heard a voice; but who it was the 
et ? ord knows. ' 

when Cent. What kind of voice was it? Was it like a man's 

foice ? * 
77%. No; it was a hoarſe ugly noiſe, like the croaking 
and If a frog; and it called me by my name, twice, Thomas 
awſon, Thomas Dawſon? 
| fire MW Gert. Well, did you anſwer? 
can't MW 742. No, not I, I could not have ſpoke a word for y 
light Wie; why, I was frig bted to death. 
Gent, Did it ſay: aby thing elſe? 
fire MW 7/2. Yes, when it ſaw that I did not ſpeak. It ſaid, 
vhen WF Thomas Dawſon, Thomas Dawſon! you are a wick- 
ed wretch, you lay with Jenny S— laſt night; if 
ght: you don't repent, I will take you away alive and 
the carry you to hell, and you ſhall be damn'd, you 
vretch“ 
or it I Gent. And was it true, Thomas? did you lie with 
— Penny OY the night before? 
but N Thes 
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THE HISTORY 


go | 

* Tho. Indeed, maſter, why, yes it was true; but I y 
$ ary - ſorry afterwards.. - 

Gent. but how ſhould the Devil know i it, Thomas) 

The. Nay, he knows it to be ſure ; why they ſay lai 
2 every thing. 

Gent. Well, but why ſhould he be angry at that ? Hz 

would rather bid you lie with her again, and encourage 

you to he with forty whores, than hinder you: tha 

Can't be the Devil, Thomas. 

Tho. Ves, yes, Sir 'twas the Devil to be ſure. 

Gent. But he bid you repent too, you ſay ? 

+ Tho. Yes, he threatened me if 1 did not. 

Gent. Why, Thomas, did you think the Devil wouk 
have you repent ? 

The. Why no, that's true too; I don't know what te 
ſay to that; but what could it be ? *T'was the. Devil to 
be ſure, it could be no body elſe. 

Gent. No, no 'twas neither the Devil, Thomas, nc 
any bedy elſe, but your own frighted imagination; you 
had lain with that wench, and being a young {inner e 
that kind, your conſcience terrified yov, told you the 
Devil would fetch you away, and you would be damn'd; 
and you were ſo perſuaded it would be ſo, that you at 
laſt. imagined he was come for you indeed: that you 
ſaw him, and heard him; whereas, you may depend 
upon it, if Jenny S—— will let you he with her every 
night, the Devil [ wil hold the candle, or do any thing 
to forward it, but will never diſturb you; he's too mucl 
a friend to your wickedneſs ; it could never be the De 
vil, Thomas; *twas only your own guilt frighted you 
and that was Devil enough too, if you knew the worl 
of it, you need no other enemy. 

Tho. Why, that's true maſter 3 one would think the 
Devil ſhould not bid me repent, that's true; but certain) 
was the Devil for all that. 

Now Thomas was not the only man that, having 
committed a flagitious crime, had been deluded by hi 
own imagination, and the power of fancy, to think tl 
Devil was come for him; whereas the Devil, to gin 
him his due, is too honeſt to pretend to ſuch things; i 
his buſmeſs to perſuade men to offend, not to repent ih: 
and he profefles no other: He may preſs men to this it 


ol 


| bras 


or TAY DEVIL, * 
each of God's law, and the like, when really tis both 
ut to preſs them to repent, when they have offended, 
hat's quite out of the way ; *tis none of his buſineſs, nor 


Joes he pretend to it: therefore, let no man charge the 
Devil with what he is not concerned in. | 


t IV 


omas! 
ſay hs 


it ? H Bat toreturn to his perſon; he is, as I have ſaid, not- 
ourage@ithſtanCing his Joſt glory, a mighty, a terrible, and an 
1: thu nmortal ſpirit ; he is himſelf called a Prince, the Prince 


f the Power of the Air, the Prince of Darkneſs, the: 
prince of Devils, and the like; and his attending ſpirits 
re called his angels: ſo that however Satan has loſt the- 
lory and reQitude of his nature, by his apeſtate ſtate, 
et he retains a greatneſs and magnificenee, which places 
im above our rank, and indeed above our conception; 
r we know not what he is, any more than we know 
chat the bleſſed angels are; of whom we can ſay no 
nore, than that they are miniſtring ſpirits, &c. as the 


| wouk 


what ti 
evil to 


Ss NotWScripture has deſcribed. them. 

nz you Two things, however, may give us ſome inſight inte. | 
nner Me nature of the Devil, in the preſent Rate he is in, and 
ou thefWheſe we have a clear diſcovery of in the whole ſeries of. 
amn dis eonduct from the beginning. 

you at | 

at Jong 1. That he is the vanquiſh'd, but implacable enemy 
depend of God, his Creator, who has conquered him, and: 


ever expelled him from the habitations of bliſs ; on which 
7 thing account he is filled with envy, rage, malice, and 
> MUcl all uncharitableneſs; would dethrone God and over 
mY turn the thrones of heaven, if it was in his powers- 
> worl 


2, That he 4s man's irreconcileable eneray ; not-as he- 

| is a man, nor on his ownaccount ſimply, not for any 

nk the advantage he (the Devil) can make by the ruin and 
rtain)j deſtruction of man; but in mere envy at the feli- 

city he is ſuppoſed to enjoy as Satan's rival and 


having as he is appointed to ſucceed Satan and his angels in. 
by Iu the poſſeſſion of thoſe glories from which they are 
ol tens ee | 
o gil 


* 
epent; 
this 0 
1ce It 


bread 


And here I muſt take upon me to ſay, Mr Milton 
takes a wrong judgment of the reaſon of Satan's reſo- 
ation to diſturb the felicity of man: He tells us it was. 
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a THE HISTORY 

igned in his new work of creation, and to diſappoint 
him in his main deſign, namely, the creating a new ſpe. 
cies of creatures in a perfect rectitude of ſoul, and after 
his own image, from whom he might expect a new fund 
of glory ſhould be raiſed, and who was to appear as the 
triumph of the Meſſiah's victory over the Devil. In all 
which-Satan coul not be. fool enough not to know that 
he ſhould be diſappointe'i by the ſame power which had 
ſo eminently counter icted his rage before. 

But, I believe, the Devi! went upon a much more 
probable deſig ; and though he ma be ſaid to act upon 
a meaner pri ciple than that of pointing his rage at the 
perſonal glory of his Creator, yet Ion chat, in my 
opinicn, it was by much the more rational undertaking, 
and more likely to ſucceed; and that was, that whereas 
he perceived this new ſpecies of creatures had a ſublime 

as well as an human part, and were made capable of 
poſſeſſing the manfions of eternal beautitude, from whence 
he (Satan) and his angels were expelled, and irretrie. 
vably baniſhed ; enyy at ſuch a rival moved him by all 
poſlible artifice, for he ſaw him deprived of capacity to 
do it by force, to render him unworthy like himſelf; 
that, bringing him to fall into rebellion and diſobedience, 
he might fee his rival damned with him; and thoſe who 
were intended to fill up the empty ſpaces in heaven, 
made ſo by the abſence of ſo many millions of fallen an- 
gels, be caſt out into the ſame darkneſs with thern. - 
"How he came to know that this new ſpecies of crea- 
tures were liable to ſuch imperfection, is beſt explained 
by the Devil's prying, vigilant diſpoſition, judging or 
23 to judge by bimſelf (for he was as near be. 
ing infallible as any of God's creatures had been); and 
then inclining him to try whether it was ſo or no- 
Modern naturaliſts, eſpecially: ſome who have not ſo 
large a charity for the fair ſex as I have, tell us, that as 
ſoon as ever Satan faw the woman and looked in her 
face, he ſaw evidently: that ſhe was the beſt formed crea- 
ture to make a tool of, and the beſt to make an h) po- 
crite of, that could be made, and therefore the mol 
fitted for his purpoſe. 1 "4 

t. He ſaw by ſome thwart lines in her face (legibls 

perhaps, to himſelf only) hat there was a throne read) 


prepared for the ſin of pride to fit in ſtate upon, by 


„ C 
— 


2 OF THE DEVIL. : 33. 
ly if it took an early poſſeſſion : Eve you may ſupß- 


a ppoint 
e was a perfect beauty, if ever ſuch a thing may be 


w ſpe . 


d after ¶ poſed in the human frame; her figure being ſo extra- 
fund linary, was the ground work of his proſect; there 
as the ¶ ded no more than to bring her to be vain of it, and 
In all rconceit that it either was ſo, or was infinitely more 
that lime and beautiful than it really was; and having thus 
ch had led her vanity, to produce pride gradually, till at laſt ' 


might perſuade her that ſhe was really angelic, or of 
wenly race, and wanted nothing but to eat the for- 
den fruit, and that would make her ſomething more 


h more 
dt upon 


at the ellent til]. | 
in mM. Looking farther into her frame, and with a nearer 
taking, w to her imperfections, he ſaw room to conclude, 
zhereas ſhe was of a conſtitution eaſy to be ſeduced; and 


uhlime 
able of 
y hence 


ecially by flattering her; raiſing a commotion in her 
|, and a diſturbance among her paſſions; and accords 
ly he fet himſelf to work, to diſturb her repoſe, and 


retrie· ¶ dreams of great things into her head; together with 
by all heching of a nameleſs kind, which (however ſome 
city toe been ilÞnatured enough to ſuggeſt) I ſhall not in- 
roſelf: e the Devil ſo much as to mention, without better 
dience, dence. 2 0 5 2 
ſe who. But beſides this, he found, upon the very firſt ſur- 


eaven, 
en an. 
"os 
f crea 
Hained 
ing or 
ear be 
; and 
We: 
not ſo 
that as 
in her 
orea- 
hy po. 
E moſt 
eg ble, 
ready 


elſpe⸗ 
cially 


of her outſide, ſomething ſo very charming in her 
in and behaviour, fo engaging as well as agreeable in 
whole texture of her perſon,and withal ſuch a ſpright- 
it, ſuch a vivacity of parts, ſuch a fluency of tongue, 
l, above all, ſuch a winning prevailing whine in her 
les, or at leaſt in her tears, that he made no doubt, 
e could but once delude her, ſhe would eafily be- 
ght to delude Adam, who he found ſet not only a 
at value upon her perfon, but was perfectly capti- 
2d by her charms ; in a word, he. ſaw plainly, that 
e could but ruin her, he thould eaſily make a Devil 
er, to ruin her huſband, and draw him into any 
ph of miſchief, were it ever ſo black and dreadful, 
t ſhe would firſt fall into herſelf. How far ſome may 
icked enough, from hence, to ſuggeſt: of the fairs 
that they have been devils to their huſbands ever 
e, I cannot ſay; I hope they will not be ſo unmerci- 
to diſcover truths of ſach fatal conſequence, though. 
y ſhould come to their knowledge. 


| 


Thug = 


— — — 


+ ately to work with her, rather than with Adam ? Ny 
be deluded by his wife, the Devil might have ſeen 


ts make his attack directly upon hini, and not go rom 


us, that Eve was not ſo pleaſed with the hopes of bein 


room to legitamate the ſuppoſition. 
The expoſtors, who are of this opinion, add toi 


was not miſtaken when he made an early judgement : the 
Mrs Eve; and how Satan really went the right 


Kd 


THE HISTORY: 


Thus ſubtle and penetrating has Satan been from tl" 


beginning; and who ean wonder, that upon theſe diſc" 
veries made into the worhan's inſide, he went immed 


but that one would think, if Adam was fool enought 
much of it in his countenance, as to have encouraged hit 


about, beating the buſh, and plowing with the heifer 
ſetting upon the woman firſt, and then ſetting her ups 
her huſband, who might as eaſily have been impoſe 
vpon as ſhe ? int ap 
Other comment tors upon this critical text ſuggeſt i 


made a goddeſs, that the pride of a ſeraphic knowledy 
did not ſo much work upon her imagination to bring he 
to conſent, as a certain ſecret notion infuſed into he 
heart by the ſame wicked inſtrument, that ſhe ſhould 
wiſer than Adam, and ſhould, by the ſuperiority of ha 
underſtanding,neceflarity have the government over hin 
which, at preſent, ſhe was ſenſible ſhe had not, he beig 
maſter of a particular air of gravity and majeſty, as we 
as of ſtrength, infinitely ſuperior to her. 

This is an ill · natured ſuggeſtion; but it muſt be co: 
ſeſſed the impatjent deſire of government, which (fu 
that) appears in the general behaviour of the ſex, ani 
particularly of governing huſbands, leaves too m 


that this being her original crime, or the particulz 
temptation to that crime; heaven thought fit to ſhew li 
2 in making her more entire ſubjection to her hu 

d be a part of the curſe, that ſhe might read her 
in the puniſhment ; viz, He ſhall rule over thee. 

I only give the general hint of theſe things, as the 
appear recorded in the 'annals of Satan's firſt tyranny 
and at the beginning of his government in the word 
thoſe that would be more particularly informed may ei 
quire of him, and know farther. 

I cannot, however, but obſerve here, with ſome rt 
gret, how it appears by the conſequence, that the Dev 


way 
work 


OF THE DEVIL. 39 
rork to judge of her: It is certain the Devil had no- 
hing to do but to look in her face, and, upon a near 
eady view, he might eaſily ſee there an inſtrument for 
is turn; nor has he failed to make her a tool ever 
ince, by the very methods which he at firſt propoſed ; 
o which, perhaps, he has made ſome additions in the 
orrupting her compoſition, as well as her underſtand- 
ng: qualifying her to be a complete ſnare to the poor 
veaker veſſel man; to wheedle him with her Siren's 
roice, abuſe him with her ſmiles, delude him with her 
rocodile tears, and ſometimes cock her crown at him, 
nd terriſy him with the thunder of her treble; making 
e effeminated male apple-eater tremble at the noiſe of 
hat very tongue which at firſt commanded him to fin. 
or it is yet a debate which the learned have not de- 
ided, whether ſhe perſuaded and intreated him, or, like 
true ſhe tyrant, exerciſed her authority, and obliged 
him to eat the forbidden fruit. 5 
And therefore, a certain author, whoſe name for fear 
ff the ſex's reſentment,. I conceal, brings her in, calling 
o Adam at a great diſtance, in an imperious, haughty 
anner, beckoning to him with her hand, thus : „Here, 
© ſays ſhe, you cowardly faint-hearted wretch take, 
{this branch of heavenly fruit; eat, avd be a ſtupid 
fool no longer: eat, and be wiſe ; eat, and be a God; 
and know, to your eternal ſhame, that your wife has 
been made an enlightened goddeſs before you.” 

He tells you, Adam hung back a little at-firſt, ad 
rembled, afraid to treſpaſs: What ails the fot ? ſays 
the new termagant : What are you afraid of? Did 
God forbid you? yes, and why? that we might not 
be knowing and wile like himſelf ! What 1 can 
there be that we, who have capacious ſouls, able to 
* receive knowledge, ſhould have it with held? Take 
* it, you fool, and eat; don't you ſee how I am exe 
* alted iu ſoul by it, and am quite another creature ? 
„Take it, I ſay; or, if you don't, I'll go and cut down 
the tree, and you ſhall never eat any of it at all, and 
vou ſhall. be ſtill a fool, and be governed by your wite 
for ever”? | Ss 
Thus, if this interpretation of the thing be juſt, ſhe 
ſcolded him into it, rated him, and brought him to it 
the terror of her voice; a thing that has retained a 


N thx 
liſec 
nedi 
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Fire it ſhould be taken fo; I ſhall give you what I think 


| Omnipotent hand, and glorious power, who created tht 


Agreadful inſſuence over him ever ſince; nor have 
reateſt of Adam's ſucceſſors, how light ſoever ſome hj 


ands make of it in this age, been ever able, ſince tu Y 

to conceal - their terror at the very ſound; nay, if g 
may believe hiſtory, it prevailed even among the god, 
not all the noiſe of Vulcan's hammers could ſilence 2 
clamours of that outrageous whore his goddeſs; en 
even Jupiter himſelf Jed ſuch a life with a turmaga eri 
wife, that once, they ſay, Juno out · ſcolded the noi Mp 
all his thunders, and was within an ace of bawling high t! 
out of heaven. But to return to the Devil. | e 0 
With theſe views he reſolved, it ſeems, to attack ap. 


woman; and if you conſider him as the Devil, andwl 
he aimed at, and conſider the fair proſpect he had( 
ſucceſs, I muſt confeſs, I do not ſee whb can blame hit 
or, at leaſt, how any thing elſe could be expected froi 


him ; but we ſhall meet with it again by and by. 
ppl 
——— of 
CHAP. IV. 0 


07 the Station Satan bad in Heaven before he fell ; il 
Nature and Original of his Crime; and ſome of 
Milton's Miſtakes about it. , 


| HUS-far I have gone upon general obſervation it 
this great affair of Satan, and his empire in tht 
world; I now come to my title, and ſhall enter upon tht 
hiſtorical part, as the main work before me. 

Beſides what has been faid poetically relating to thi 
fall and wandering condition of the Devil and his hok 
which poetical part I offer only as an excurſion, and de 


is deduced from good originals on the part of Satan! 
ſtory, in a few words. 5 
e was one ot the created angels, formed by the ſam 


heavens and the earth, and all that is therein: this inn ein, 
merable heavenly hoſt, as we have reaſon to ba liest 
contained angels of higher and lower ſtations, of great 
and of leſſer degree, exprefſed in the Scripture 
thrones, dominions, and principalities : This, I think 
we have as much reaſon to believe, as we have * 

| f 
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ave ere are ſtats in the firmament (or Garry heavens) of 
me H reater and lefſer magnitude. "OV þ 
ce ti What particular #ation among the immortal choir of 
, if ilngels, this arch ſeraph, this prince of devils, called Sa- 
god, was placed in before his expuiſion, that, indeed, 
nce ¶ e canner come at the knowledge of: at leaft, not with 
; nach an authority as may be depended up an; but as, from 
nagacripture-avthority, he is placed at the head of all the 
oe Mpotete armies; after be was fallen, we cannot think it 
1g high the leaſt aſſuming to ſay that he might be ſuppoſed to 
e one of the principle agents in the rebellion which 
ck tiWappened in heaven; and conſequently, that he might 
de one of the higheit in dignity. there, before that re- 
had Mellion. | 2 . T4" 

e hin The higher his ſtation, the lower, and with the greater 
 trogWrecipitation, was bis overthrow ; and therefore thoſe 
ords, though taken in another ſenſe, may very well be 
oplied to him: 4 How art thou fallen, O Lucifer, Son 
of the Morning!“ | 
Having granted the dignity of his perſon, and the 
igh Ration in which he was placed among the heavenly 
bolt ; it would come then neceſſarily to enquire into the 
ature of his fall, and, above all, a little into the reaſon 
fit: Certain it is, he did fall, was guilty of rebellion 
ind diſobedience, the juſt effect of pride; fins which in 
hat holy place, might welt be called wonderful. 

Bat what to me is more wonderful, and which I think 
vill be very ill accounted for, is, How came ſeeds of 
rime to riſe in the angelic nature, created in a ſtate of 
erſe&t unſpotted Holineſs ? How was it firſt ſound in a 
place where no, unclean thing can enter? How came am- 
bition, pride, or envy, to generate there? Could there 
be offence where there was no crime? Could untainted 
purity breed corruption? Could that nature contaminate 
and infet, which was always drinking in principles of 
perfection. N N 15 
Happy it is to me, that writing the hiſtory, nat ſol- 
ving the difficulties cf Satan's affairs, is my province in 
this work; that I am to relate the ſa&, not give realons 
or it, or aſſign caves; if it was other wife, I ſhud 
break oſf at this difficulty, for I acknowiedge I do not 
lee through it: neither do I think that the great Miſton, 
ater all his fine images, and lofty;-excurfions upon the 
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* crime broke. in upon them at ſome interval, when he 
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II HISTORY 
ſubject, has left it one jot clearer than he found it. 80 
are of opinion, and among them the great Dr B—, : 


EST Y 


omitted but one moment fixing their eyes and thoughtsq 
the glories of the divine face, to admire and adore, whig 

is the full employment of angels: but even this, thou 
it goes as high as imagination can carry us, does ul 
reach it, nor, to me, make it one jot more comprehe 
ſible then it was before: All I can ſay to it here is, th 
ſo it was; the fact was upon record: and the rejede 
troop are in being, whoſe circumſtances confeis the gui 
and ſtill groan under the puniſhment. . 

If you will bear with a poetic excurſion upon i 
ſubject, not to ſolve, but 10 illuſtrate the difficulty; tak 
it in a few lines, thus. | | 
Thou ſin of witchcraft !; firſt born child of crime? | 

Produced before the bloom of time; 4 

Ambition's maiden ſin, in heaven conceived! 

And who could have believ'd | | 
Defilement could in purity begia, 

And bright eternal day be foil'd with fin ? 

Tell us, ſly penetrating crime, 

How cam'ſt thou there, thou fault ſublime? ' 

How didſt thou paſs the adamantine gate, af 
And into ſpirit chyſelf inſinuate? 
From what dark ſtate? from what deep place? — 
From what ſtrange uncreated race? Th 
Where was thy ancient habitation found, 
Before void Chaos heard the forming ſound ? 
Waſt thou a ſybltance, or an airy gholt, 
A vapour flying in the fluid waſt 
Of unconcocted air, | 
And how at firſt didſt thou come there? 
Sure there was once a time when thou wert not: 
By whom Was thou created? and for what? | 
Art thou a ſteam from ſome contagious damp exhal! 
How ſhould contagion be entail'd | 
On bright ſeraphic ſpirits, and in a place, 
Where all's ſupreme, and glory: fills the ſpace ? 
No noxious vapour there could riſe; 
For there no noxious matter lies: . 
Nothing that's evil could appear; 
Hin never cculd ſeraphie glory bear; 
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The brizhtneſs of the eternal face, 
Thich fills as well as conſtitutes the place, 
ould be a fire too hot for crime to bear, 
would calcine fin, or melt it into air. 
ow then'did firſt defilement enter in? 
mbition, thou firſt vital ſeed of lin! by 
hou life of death, how cam'ſt thou there? 
In what bright form didit thou appear ! | 
what ſeraphic orb didſt thou arile ? 7 
rely that place admits of no diſguiſe: 
Eternal ſight muſt know thee there, 
nd, being known, thou ſoon mult diſappear ; 
But ſince the fatal truch we know, | 
ithout the matter thence, or magner how: 
Theu bigheſt ſuperlative of fin, 
ell us thy nature, where thou, didſt begin? 
The firſt degree of thy increaſe 
ebauch'd the regions of eternal peace; 
ad fill'd the breaſts of loyal angels there 
ith the firſt treaſon, and infernal war, | 
Thou art the high extreme of pride, 
And doſt o'er leſſer crimes preſide ; 
ot for the mean attempt of vice deſign'd, 
at to embroil the world, and damn mankind. 
ransforming miſchief? how haſt thou procur'd 
That loſs 's ne'er to be reſtor'd, 
nd made the bright ſeraphie morning tay 
In horrid monſtrous ſhapes appear? \ 
tan, that, While he dwelt in glorious light, 
as always then as pure as he was bright, 
hat in effulgent rays of glory ſhone, | 
xcelld by eternal light, by him alone, 
iſtorted now, and ſtript of innocence, | 
nd baniſh'd with thee from the high pre- eminence. 
ow has the ſplendid ſeraph chang'd his fac, 
nsform*d by thee, and like thy monſtrous race? 
gly as is the crime for which he fell? 9 
by thee to make a local hell 
or ſuch muſt be the place where either of you dwell. 


d! 


Thus, as I told you, I only moralize upon the ſubject 
ut, as to the difficulty, I muſt leave it as I find it, un- 
ls, as I hinted at firſt, I could prevail with Satan to 
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ſet pen to paper, and write this part of bis on hiſtory 
no queſtion but he could let us into the fecret ; but, i 
be plain, I ddubt I ſhall tell fo many plain truths of th 
Devil ia this hiſtory, and diſcover ſo many of his ſecre 
which it is not for his intereſt to have diſcovered, th; 
before I have done, the Devil ard I may not be fo gox 
friends as you may ſuppoſe we are; at lealf, not friend 
enough to obtain fuch a favour of him, though it be { 
public goad: ſo we mult be content till we come on thy 
other ſide the blue-blanket, and then we ſhall know th 
whole ſtory: ey | | 
But now, though, as I faid, I will not attempt 
ſolve the difficulty, I may, I hope, venture to tell you 
that there is not ſo much difficulty in it as at firſt ſigh 
appears; and eſpecially not ſo much as ſome peoph 
would make us believe: Let us ſee how others are mi 
taken in it; perhaps that may help us a little in the ex 
quiry ; for to know what it is not, is one help toward 
knowin what it is; e 
Mr Milton has indeed told us a great many r 
things of the devil, in a moſt formal ſolemn manner 
till, in ſhort, he has made a good play of heaven an 
hell; and no doubt, if he had lived in our times, | 
might have had it actèd with our Pluto and Proſerpin 
e has made fine ſpeeches both for God and the Devi 
and a little addition might have turned it, a A moder 
into an Harituin Dieu, et Diable. 
I confeſs 1 do not well know how far the dominion d 
poetry extends itſelf; it ſeems the butts and bounds 0 
Parnaſſus are not yet. aſcertained ; fo that for avght! 
«now, by virtue of their ancient privilege, called Lu..+1 
tia poetarum, there can be no blaſphemy in verſe ; a 
ſame of our divines ſay, there can be no treaſon in th 
pulpit. But they that will venture to write ti.at wee. 
ought to be better fatisfied about that point than WE: in 
am. ; : | 4 
Upon this foet Mr Milton, to grace bis poem, az... 
give room for his towering fancy, has gone a lengelyh 
yond all that went before him, ſince ori in his Met 
morphoſis. He has indeed complimented God Almighty. . 1 
with a flux of ſoft words, and great ſounds ; and 
made a very fine Rory of the Devil; but he has made 
mere 7e ne ſcay quoi of Jeſus Chriſt. In one line he no. y 
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m riding on a cherub, and in another fitting on a 
trone, both in the very ſame moment cf action. In 
other place, he has brought him in making a ſpeech 

h his ſaints, when it is evident he had none there; for 

e all know man was not created till a long while after; 

d nobody can be ſo dull as to ſay the angels may be 
alled ſaints, without the greateſt abſurdity ia nature. 
Slides, he makes Chriſt himſelf diſtinguiſh them, as in 
wo ſeveral bands, and of different perſons and ſpecies, | +1 
to be ſure they are, | 


Stand ſtill in bright array, ye ſaints———— - 
3 — * Here ſtand, | - 
Ye angels. ———— Par. Lofl, Book x. 


$0 that Chrif here is brought in drawing up his army 
efore the laſt battle, and making a ſpeech to them, to 
ell them they ſhall only ſtand by in warlike order; but 
hat they ſhall have mo occaſion to fight, for he, aong Y 
ill engage the rebels. Then, in embattling his legions + 
te places- the ſaints here, and angels there; as it one 
vere the main battle of infantry, and the other ot the 
vings.cavalry.” But who are thoſe ſaints? They are in- 
leed all of Milton's own making; it is certain there 
rere no ſaints at all in heaven or earth at that time; 
d and his angels fill'd up the place; and till ſome of 
he angels fell, and men were created, had lived, and 
ere dead, there could have been no ſaints there. Saint 
Abel was certainly the. Proto Saint of all that were ever 
een in heaven, as well as the Proto Martyr of all chat 
bath. been upon eartu. | 
Juſt ſuch another miſtake, not to call it a blunder, he 
akes about hell'; which he net only makes ical, but 
gives it a being before the fall of the angels; and brings 
it in opening its mouth to receive them: This is ſo con- 
rary to che nature of the thing, and ſo great an abſur- 
lity, that no poetic licence ca account for it; for the” 
poeſy may form ſtories, as idea and fancy may furniſh 
materials; yet poefy muſt not break in upon chronclogy ; 
and make things which in time were to exiſt, act before 
they exiſted. x «£0 

Thus a painter makes a fine piece of work, the fancy - 
may be good, the ſtrokes maſterly, and the beauty of 
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the workmanſhip inimitably curious and fine; and yy 
have ſome unpardonable improprieties, which mar th 
whole work. So the famous painter of Toledo painte 
the ſtory of tlie three wiſe - men of the eaſt coming 
worſhip, and bringing their preſents to our Lord, ups 
his birth at Bethlehein, where he preſents them as thr 
Arabian or Indian kings; two of them are white, a0 
one black; But unhappily, when he drew the latter x 
of them kneeling, wich to be ſure was done after thei 
faces, their*fegs being neceſſirily a little intermixed, h 
made three black feet for the negro king, and but thre 
. white feet for the two white kings: and yet never di 
covered the miſtake till the piece was preſented to th 
king, and hung up in the great church. As this is 
unpardonable error in ſculpture or limning, it muſt þ 
much more ſo in poetry, where the images muſt ha 
7, improprieties, much leſs inconſiſtencies. 

In a word, Mr. Milton has indeed made a fine poem 
by it is the Devil of a Hiſtory, I can eaſily allow 
Milton to make hills and dales, flowery meadows : 
plaias (and the like), in heaven; and places of retre 
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and contemplation in hell: thougb I muſt add, that 1 
can be allowed to no poet on earth but Mr Milton. Nato t 
I will allow Mr Milton, if you pleaſe, to ſet the ang oli 
a dancing in heaven (book v.), and the Devils a fingugFbid 
in hell (book i.), though they are, in ſhort, eſpectalthe 
the lait, moſt horrid abſurdities. But I cannot allow hi can 
to make their muſic in hell to be harmonious and cham not! 
ing, as he dces z-uch images being incongruous, anal F 
indeed, ſhocking to nature. Neither can I think finn 
ſhould allow things to be placed out of time in poet Wi 
any more. than in hiftory : it is a confuſion of image is c- 
which. is agreed to be diſallowed by all. the critics, on 
what tribe or ſpecies ſoever, in the world; and is inde: of it 
unpardonable. But we ſhall find ſo many more of the cam 
things in Mr. Milton, that really taking notice of the (I! 
would carry me quite out of my way, I being at i oes 
time not writing the hiſtory of Mr Milton, but of our 
Devil: Beſides, Mr Milton is ſuch a celebrated mu chat 
that who but he that can write the hiſtory of the Deffffet 
dare meddle with him? | vill 
But to come back to the buſineſs: As I bad caution | 
you againſt running to Scripture for ſhelter in caſes 5 | 


lic ulty, Scripture weighing very little among the peo - 


tory before his fall, and but to very little of it ſor ſome 


ime after. | 
Nor has Mr Milton ſaid one word to ſolve the main 


ould receive infection? Whence the contagion pro- 
eeded? What. noxious matter could emit corruption 
here? How and whence any vapour to poiſon the an- 


* dife-c'ic frame could riſe vp; or how it enereaſed and grew 


o tp to crime! But all this he paſſes over, and, hurrzing 
zp to that part in two or three words, only tells us, 


alt h 
har His Pride 
Had caſt him out of heaven, with all his hoſt 
oem Of rebel angels; by whoſe aid, aſpiring, 
W He truſted to have equall'd the Moſt High. ” 
; | | Par. Loft, Book r. 


- 


His Pride! But how came Satan, while an archangel, 
Naß to be proud? How did it conſiſt, that pride and pette& 


bid Mr Milton good night; for, in plain terms, he is in 
cia che dark about it, and fo we are all; and the moſt that 
v hiq can be ſaid about it is, that we know the fact is ſo, but 
arnWnothing of the nature or reaſon of it. TEES 

au ut to cope to the hiſtory : The angels fell; they 
ſinned (wonderful!) in heaven, and God caſt them out. 
et What their fin was, is not explicit; but, in general, it 
is called a Rebellion againſt Gos: All ſin muſt be ſo. 
„ Me Milton here takes upon him to give the hiſtory 
of it, as particularly as if he had been bora there, and 
the came down hither on purpoſe to give us an account of it 
(I hope he is better informed by this time,; but this he 
does in fuch a manner, as joſtles with religion, andſhocks 
our faith in ſo many points necceſſary to be believed, 
mu chat we muſt forbear to give up to Mr Milton, or muſt 
ſet aſtde part of the ſacred text, in ſuch a manner as 
will alliſt ſome people to ſet it all aſide. Ys 

1 mean by this, his invented ſcheme of the Sox's be · 
ing declared in heaven to be begotten then, and then 2 


Me f directing my ſpeech to; ſo, indeed, Seripture 
gives but very little light into any thing of the Devil's 


dificulty, viz. How the Devil came to fall, and how ſin 
ame into heaven? How the ſpotleſs ſeraphic nature 
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holineſs ſhould meet in the ſame perſon? Here we muſt 


be declared Generaliſſimo of all the armies of h 
and of the Farxs&es ſummoning all the angels of the 
heavenly hoſt to ſubmit to him, and pay him homage, 
The words are quoted already, page 13. 

I muſt own the invention, indeed, is very fine; the 
images exceedingly magnificent, the thoughts rich and 
bright, and, in ſome reſpect, truely ſublime : but the 
authorities fail moſt wretchedly, and the miſ-timing of 
it is unſufferably groſs, as is noted in the introduction of 
this work; for Chriſt is not declared the Sou or Gop 
but on earth; It is true, it is ſpoken from heaven, but 
then it is ſpoken as perfected on earth. If it was at. al 
to be aſſigned to heaven, it was from eternity; and there 
indeed his eternal generation is allowed: but to take 
upon us to ſay, that on a certain day; for ſo our pot 
aſſumes, | 
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* * When en a day, 
„ n ſuch a dar 
« As heav'n's great year brings forth, th* empy real hol 
« Of angels, by imperial ſummons call'd, - | | 
« Forthwith, from all the ends of heav'n appear'd.” MW; 

| | Par. Loft, Book y. 


'This is indeed too groſs. At this meeting, he make 
Gop declare the Son to be that day begotten, as before. 
Had he made him not begotten that day, but declared 
General that day, it would be reconcileable with Scrip: 
ture, and with ſenſe; for either thc begetting is mean 
of ordaining to an office, or elſe the eternal generatiot 
falls to the ground: and if it was to the office (Medis 
tor), then Mr Milton is aut in aſcribing another fixe 
day to the work; ſee book x. But then the declaring 
Him that day is wrong chronology too; for Chriſt is de 
clared the Son of God with power, only by the reſurree 


tion of the dead; and this is both a declaration in hea 8 
ven and in earth, Rom. i. 4. And Milton can have Might 
authority to tell us, there was any declaration of it i wy 


heaven before this, except it be that dull authority called 
Poetic Licence, which will not paſs in ſo ſolemn an al 
fair as that. 33 | 
But the thing was neceſſary to Milton, who wantes 
wo aflign ſome cauſe or original of the Devil's rebellion; 
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to ſtruggle for itſelf. 


im in, not ſatisfied with the exaltation of the Sox os 
ob. The cauſe muſt be thus: Satan, being an emi- 
at archangel, and, perhaps, the higheſt of all the ga- 
lic train, hearing this ſoyereign declaration, that the 
o or Gop was declared to be head or Gefferaliſiimo 
b all the heavenly haſt, took it ill to ſee another put in- 
„ 0 the bigh Cation over his head, as the ſoldiers call it: 
e, perhaps, thinking himſelf the ſenior officer, and diſ- 
aining to ſubmit to any but his former immediate So- 
ereign. In ſhort, he threw up his commiſſion, and, 
order not to be compelled to obey, revolted, and 
roke out in an open rebellion. 7” 

All this part is a decoration noble and great : nor is 
here any declaration to be made againſt the invention, 
ecauſe a deduction of probable events: but the plot is 
rong laid, as is obſerved above, becauſe contradicted 
the Scripture account, according to which Chriſt was 
eclared in heaven, not then, but from eternity, and not 
eclared with power but on earth, viz. in his victory 
ver Sin and Death, by the refurre&ie from the dend: 
0 that Mr Milton is not orthodox in this part, but lays 
n avowed foundation for the corrupt doctrine of Arius, 
hich ſays, There was a time when Chriſt was not the 
don of God. Ng | 

But to leave Mr Milton his flights, I agree with him 
a this part, viz. That the wicked and inning angels, 


rom their obedience, even in heaven itfelf : that Satan 
began the wicked defection, and being a chief among 
he heavenly hoſt, conſequently carried over à great 
party with him, who altogether rebelled againſt God: 
bat. upon this rebellion, they were ſentenced by the 
iphteous judgment of God to be expelled the holy ha- 
tation, This, beſides the _— of Scripture, we 
ave viſible teſtimonies of from the 

heir influences and operations among us every day, of 
ch mankind are witneſſes; in all che merry things 
ey do in his name, and under his protelion, in almoit 


every 


4 , as Iifaid abore, the deſign is well laid: Tr only; 
ants two trifles, ca ed Truth aad History; fo-T leate 


This ground plot being laid, hs has a fair field for the 
evil, to play the rebel in: fer he immediately brings 


ith the great archangel at the head of them, reyolted - 


evils themſelves; 
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every ſcene of life they paſs through, whether we tal 
of things done openly, or in maſquerade; things dom 
In ————= or out of it; things done in earneſt « 
in jeſt. | Oy | 
But then, what comes of the long and bloody wa 
= that Mr Milton gives ſuch a full and particular accoun 
of, and the terrible battles in heaven between Micha: 
| with the royal army of angels on one hand, and Sata 
with his rebel hoſt on the other; in which he ſuppoks 
the numbers and ſtrength to be pretty near equal; b 
at length brings in the Devil's army, upon doubling they 
rage, and bringing new engines of war into the fiele 
putting Michael and all the faithful army to the work 
and, in a word, defeats them; for though they wen 
not put to a plain flight, in which caſe he muſt, at leal 
have given an account of two or three thouſand million 
of angels cut in pieces and wounded, yet he allows ther 
to give over the fight, and make a kind of retreat; 
1 ing way for the complete victory of the Son 0 
Gop. Now this is all invention, or at leaſt a borrowel 
thought from the old poets, and the fight of the Giant 
againſt Jupiter, ſo nobly defined by Ovid. atmoſt tm 
thouſand years 77 And there it was well enough; bu 
whether poetic fancy ſhould be allowed to fable upc 
heaven. cr not, and upon the King of heaven too, th 
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I leave to the ſages, | | | 
By this 9 i of the, Devils, it is allowed by mol 
authors, they are, %% fad, ſtripped of the rectitud 
and holineſs of their nature; which was their beauty an 
perfection; and being ingulphed in the abyſs of irrecc 
verable ruin (it is no matter where), from that ve 
time they loſt their angelic beautiful form, commenced 
ugly frightfu] monſters and Devils, and became evil dc 
ers, as well as evil ſpirits—filled with an horrid malig 
nity and enmity againſt their Maker, and armed wit 
an helliſh reſolution to ſhew and exertit on all occaſions; 
retaining however there exalted ſpirituous nature, and 
having a vaſt extenſive power of action; all which theſ 
can exert in nothing elſe but doing evil; for they an 
entirely diveſted of either power or will to do good} 
and even in doing evil, they are under reſtraints and 
limitations of a ſuperior power, which it is their tor: 
ments, and perhaps a great part of their hell, that thef 
cannot break through. | CHAS 
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zal became of the Devil, and bis Hoſt of Fallen Spinides 
after their being expelled from Heaven; and his wan- 


coun dering Condition till the Creation; with. ſome more 7 
Mr Milton's aburdities on that Subjec?. 84 


AVING thus brought the Devil, aud his innume- 
rable legions, to the edge of the bottomleſs pit, it 
mains, before I bring them to action, that ſome in- 

iry ſhould be made into the poſture of their affairs im- 
ediately after their precepitate fall, and into the place 
their immediate refidence : for this will appear to be 
ry necceſſary to Satan's hiſtory, and indeed, ſo as that 
ithout it, all the farther account we have to give of 
m will be inconſiſtent and imperfect. 

And f#r/?, I take upon me to lay down ſome funda» | 
ntals, which, I believe, I ſhall be able to make out” 
torically,though perhaps not ſo geographically as ſore 


* 


ve pretended to do. 


1. That Satan was not immediately, nor is yet, locked 
down in the abyſs of a local hell, ſuch as is ſuppoſe 
by ſome, and ſuch as he ſhall bg at laſt ; or that, 
2. If he was, he has certain liberties allowed him for 
excurſions unto the regions of this air, and certain 
ſpheres of action, in which he can or does move, 
to do, like a very Devil as he is, all the miſchief 
Teo he can, and of which we ſee ſo many examples | 
Ver" © both about us, and in us: in the inquiry after 
NO Which, I ſhall take occaſion to examine, whether | 
1 COB che Devil is not in moſt of us ſometimes, if not in 
dale . all of us one time or other. —9 al 
ug z. That Satan has no particular reſidence in this globe | 
100588 or earth where we live; that he rambles about a- 
_ anon mong us, and marches over and over our whole | 
thei country, he and his Devils, ix camps volant ; but 
ai - that he pitches his grand army, or chief encamp- 
00d} ment, in our- adjacencies or frontiers, which the 
a | philoſophers call Atmoſphere ; and whence he is 
called the Prince of che Power of that element or 
ws 4 | og ey "a & pane 2 


n 
part of the world we call Air; from whence 
ſends out his ſpies, his agent and emmiſfaries, to 

| Intelligence, and to carry his. commiſſions to 
truſty and well beloved coulins and counſellerst 
earth, by which bis buſineſs is donc, and his afl 
carried on in the world. 8 


— 


Here again I meet Mr Milton full in my face, z 
will hgve it that the Devil, immediately at his exp 
ſion, rolling down directly into hell proper and le 
nay, he meaſures the very diſtance, at leaſt gives 
length of the journey by the time they were paſſing 
Falling, which he ſays was nine days. A good petit 
Might ! but neither founded dn Scripture or philoſepl 
Hie might every jot as well brought hell up to the wa 

ef heaven, advanced to receive ti.emz or. he#onght| 
have comidered the ſpace which is to be allowed to at 
Jocality, let him take what part of iufinite diſtance h 
tu een heaven and created hell he pleaſes. 
But let that be as Mr Milton's extraordinary gen! 
pleaſes to place it: the paſſage, it ſeems, is. jult ni 
days betwixt heaven and hell Well might Dives . 
fee Father Abraham, and talk to him too; but then 
great gulph which Abraham tells him was fixed betwe 
them, does not ſeem to be ſo large, as according to ill « 
Iſaac Newton, Dr Halley, Mr Whiſton, and the rel . 
our men of ſcience, we take it to be. . 
But ſuppoſe the paſſuge to be nine days, according 
Mr Milton, what followed? Why, hell, gaped wi 
opened its frighiful mouth, and received them all 
once; millions and thonſands ot millians as they wah; 
it received them all at a gulp, as we call it. They Mea 
o difficulty to go in; no, Lone at all, | 
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Facilis deſcenſus averni : * 
Sed revocare gruduin —— oF "ny 


Hoc opus, lic cabor . | 
W | Vi86! 


All this, as-poetical, we may receive. but not at... 
as hiftorical : ſor then come d ifficulties iniuperable in 
way i ſome of which way be as foiiow: (1.) Hege; 
here fuppoſed to be a place; pay, a place crcaicd arge 


- 


* 


n 


5 punifiment of angels and men, and likewiſe created 


S, to ng before thoſe had fallen, or theſe had being. This 
(0 kes me fay, Me Milton was a good poet; but a bad 
* Wilorian. Topket was prepared of old indeed; but it 
8 


oſe whoſe lot it ſhould be to come thither : but this 
des not at all ſupooſe it was prepared before it was re- 
dived whether there ſhould be ſubjects for it or no; 
ſe we muſt, ſüppoſe both men and angels were made 
the glorious and upright Maker of all things; on pur- 


des Age for deſtruA&n, which would be incongruous and 
ling rd. YE 5 

bei But there is worſe yet to come. In the next place, 
oi: adds, That hell, having received them, cloſed upon 
ic atem; that is to ſay, took them in, cloſed or ſhut its 
1ght outh, and in a word, they were locked in; as it was 


vid in another place, They were locked in, and the key 
carried up to heaven, and kept there ; for we know 


he bottomleſs pit: but firſt, fee Mr Milton. 


« Nine days they fell: confounded Chaos roar'd, 
« And felt tenfold confuſion in their fall: 
0 ' _ Hell at laſt, 
« Yawning, receiv'd them whole, and on them clos'd; 
.* Down from the verge of heay*n, eternal wrath 
« Burnt after ther —— - 
„ Unquenchadle.” 


This ſcheme is certainly deficient, if not abſurd ; and 
think is more ſo than any other he has laid! *Tis evi- 
ent, neither Satan, or his hoſt of Devils, are, no not 


a chains of darkneſs. They muſt have mean thoughts 
bf hell, as a priſon, a local confinement, that can ſup- 
ole the Devil able to break gaol, knock off his fetters, 
and come abroad, if he had been once locked in there, 
is Mr Milton ſays he was: now we know, that he is 


broad again; he preſented himſelf before God, among 
75 iis neighbours, when Job's caſe came to be diſcourſed 


1; and. more than that, tis plain he was a priſoner at 
arge, by his anſwe to God's. queſtion, which was 
| E ' I. dener, 
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for the king, that is to ſay; it was prepared for 


he angel came down from heaven, having the key of 


ny of them, yet, even now, confin'd in the eternal 
priſon, where, the Scripture ſays, he ſhall be reſerved - 


3% IHE HISTORY | 
 Wheneg, come! thou ? To which he anſwered, From 75 
ing ts and fro through the earth, c. This I ſay, is plain; 
and if it be as certain, that hell cloſed upon them, I de 
mand then, How got he out? And why was there ng 
a proclamation for apprehending him, as there uſually 
is, after ſuch rogues as break priſon? | 

In ſhort, the true account of the Devil*s circcumſtancey 
ſince his fall from heaven, is much more likely to k 
thus: That he is. more of a vagrant than a priſoner; 

that he is a wanderer in the wild unbounded waſtes 
Where he and his legions, like the hords of Tartary, 
who, in the wild countries of Karakathay, the deſarts d 
R Kaſſan, and Aſtracan, live up and down where 
they think proper; 16 Satan and his innumerable legion 
rove about i & whique, pitching their camps (being 
beaſts of prey) where they find the moſt ſpoil ; watch 
ing over this world (and all the other worlds, for aught 
we know, and if there are any ſuch) ; I ſay watching 
and ſeeking whom they may devour, that is, whom they 
may deceive and delude, and ſo deſtroy, for devour 
they cannot. 
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Satan, being thus confined to a vagabond, wandering, 
unſettled condition, is without any certain abode; for 
= though he has, in conſequence of his angelic nature, ai 1 
| kind of empire in the liquid waſte or air; yet this js be 
1 certainly part of his puniſhment, that he is continually * 
i | hovering over this inhabited Shore of earth: ſwelling 5 
with the rage of envy at the felicity of his rival man; M 
and ſtudying all the means potlible to injure and ruin... 
him: but extremely limited in power, to his upſpeak- Mig 
able mortification. This is his preſent ſlate, without = 
any fx'd abode, place, or ſpace, allow'd him to reli *. 
the ſole of his ſoot upon. an 
From his expulſion, I take his firſt view of horror to 
He that of looking back towards the heaven which he hal. 
Joſt ; there to ſee the chaſm or opening made up, out at. 
which, as at a breach in the wall of the holy place, le WM... 


Was thruſt headlong by the power which expell'd him; WM, 
I fay, to ſee the breach repair'd, the mounds built up, Ne. 
the walls garriſon'd with millions of angels, and arm'd ) 
with thunders,; and, above all, made terrible by that pe 
glory from whole preſence they were expell'd as is po: ort 


pos 


, *tically hiuted at before. 


” - 
ld 
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Upon this ſight, 'tis no wonder (if there was ſuch a 
place) chat they fled till the darkneſs might cover theay 
and chat they might be out of the view of ſo hatzd a 


ight. 


rom . 
plain; 
U, I ds 
ere nq 


ay Wherever they found it, you may beſure they pitch'd 
a heir firſt camp; and began, after many a ſour reflection 
mee pon what was palt, to conſider and think a little _ | 


what was LO come. 

If I had as much perſonal, accquaintance with the De- 
il, as would admit it, and could depend upon the truth 
pf what anſwer he would give me, the firſt queſtion I 
would aſk him, ſhould be, What meaſures they reſolved 


artary 
arts.of 


ooo at their felt afſembly? Aud the next ſhould. be, 
ea How they were employed in all that ſpace of time, be- 
g 1 tween their ſo flying the face of their. Almighty Con- 


queror, and the creation of man? As for the length of 
he time, which, according to the learned, was twenty 
houland years, and, according to the more learned ng 
nalf a quarter ſo much, I would not concern my curioſity 
much about it; 'tis more certain, there was a confider- 
able time between; but of that immediately: Firſt, 


aught 
ching, 
a they 
evour 


rity et ine enquire what they were doing all that tim. 
ch "WW The Devil and his hoſt being thus, I fay, caſt out of 
1 heaven, and not yet donfin'd ſtrictly to hell, tis plain 


hey muſt be ſome where; Satan and all his legions did 


nay ot loſe their exiſtence, no, nor the exiſtence gf Devils 
"> Witither; God was ſo far from annihilating him, that he 
00 Will preſerved his being, and this not. Mr Milton only, 
üer 6% himſelf, has made known to us, having left his 
8 biſtory ſo far upon record: Several expreflions in Scrip- + 


ture alſo made it evident, as particularly the flory of 
ob, mentioned before; the like in our Saviour's time, 
and ſeveral others. 

I hell did not immediately ingulph them, 36 as Milton 
ſuggeſts *tis certain, I fay, that they ited ſomewhere, 
rom tlie anger of heaven, from the face of the avenger; 


rel 


Ir to 
hai 


It at 


, bs and his abſence, and their own guilt, wonder nct at it, 

= would make hell enough for them, wherever they 
vent. 

m'd 


* Nor need we fly to the dreams of our aſtronomers, 
. who took a great deal of pains to fill up the vaſt ſpaces 
PO of the ſtarry heavens with innumerable habitable worlds; 


"WW owing as many ſolar ſyſtems as there are fixed Rars, 
pon E 2 and 
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every one may be a monarch or maſter De vil, ſeperate} 
in his own ſphere or- world, and play the Devil then 
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the aſtronomers in the deciſion of this point; for where 
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and that not only in the known conſtellations, but eve 
in the galaxy itſelf; who to every ſuch ſyſtem allow 
certain number of planets, and to every one of tha 
Planets ſa many ſatellites or moons, and all theſe plane 
Or maons to be worlds; ſolid, dark, opaque bodies, h 
bitable, and (as they would have us believe) inhabitel 
by the like animals and rational creatures as on thi 
earth; ſo that they may, at this rate, find room enougl 
for the Devil and all his angels, without making an hel 
on purpoſe; nay, they may, for aught I know, find 
world for every Devil in all the Devil's hoſt ; and 


by himſelf, | | 
And even if. this were ſo, it cannot be denied but tha 
one Devil in a place would be enough for a whole ſyſie 
mary world, and be able, if not ained, to do mi 
i&f enough there too, and even to ruin and overthroy 
e whole body of people contained in it. 
But, I ſay, we need not fly to theſe ſhifts, or conſu 


ever Satan and his defeated hoſt went at their expullia 
from heaven, we think we are certain none of all the 
beautiful worlds, or be they worlds or no, I mean thi 
fixed ſtars, planets, &c. had then any exiſtence ; fu 
the beginning, as the Scripture calls it, was not yt 


But to ſpeak a little by the rules of philoſophy, th 
is to ſay, ſo as to be underſtood by others, even whe 
we ſpeak of things we cannot ſully eee ce ourſelves 
Though in the begi2ning of time all this gloriouscreation 
was formed, the earth, the itarry heavens, and all the 
furniture thereof, and there was a time when they 
were not; yet we cannot ſay ſo of the void, or that 
nameleſs no where as I called it before, which now ape 
pears to be ſome-where, in which theſe glorious bodies 
are placed. That immenſe ſpace which thoſe take-up 
and which they move in at this time, muſt be ſuppoſed 
before they had being, to be placed there. As God him 
ſelf was, and exilted, before all being, time, or place; 


| fo the heaven of heavens, or the place where the thrones 


and dominions of his kingdom then exiſtec, inc :nc2iva- 
ble aud ineffable, had an exiſtence before the glorious 
= ; {eraphy 
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raphs, the innumerable company of angels which at- 
aded about the throne of God, exiſted; theſe all had 
being long before, as the eternal creator of them all 
d before them. 
Into this void or abyſs of nothing, however unmea- 
rable, infinite, and even to thoſe ſpirits themſelves 
coaceivable, they certainly launched from the bright 
recipice which they ſell from; and here they ſhuted as 
ell as they could, 

Here expanding thoſe wings which fear and horror 
t their defeat furniſhed them, as I hinted before, they 
urried away to the utmoſt diſtance poſſible from the 
ice of Cad their conqueror, and then moſt dreaded 
nemy ; formerly their joy and glory. 

Be this utmoſt removed diftance where it will, here 
rtainly,. Satan and all his gang of Devils, his number- 
6, though ronted armies, retired. Here Milton might 
ith ſome good ground have formed his PandemotXumy 
nd have brought them in, conſulting what was next to 
e done, and whether there was any room left to re- 
ew. the war, or to carry on the rebellion; but had 
hey been caſt immediately into hell, clofed' up there, 
he bottomleſs pit locked upon them, and the key carried 
p to heaven, to be kept there, as Mr Milton himſelt in 
art confeſſes, and the Scripture athrms ; I ſay, had this 
een ſo, the Devil himſe!f could not have been fo igno- 
ant, as to think of any future ſteps to be taken to re · 
rieve his affairs; and therefore a Pandemonium, or di- 
an in hell, to conſult of it, was ridiculous. 

All Mr Miiton's ſcheme of Satan's futurs conduct, and 

|] the Scripture expreſſions about the Devil and his nu- 
nerous attendants, and of his actings ſince that time, 
ake it not reaſonable to ſuggeſt that the Devils were 
onired-to their eternal prifbn at their expulſion out of © 
eaven ;. but that they were in a ſtate of liberty to act, 
ough limited i in acting, of which I ſhall alſo en in 
plaee. 


Ta _ CHAR 


| | 0 QETEFAL things have been ſuggeſted, to ſet ust 


2 noun of multitude, and that the Devil and his angel 


8 
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. CHAP VL 
lle Numer of Satan's Hoſt — How they came firſt 


know of the new crewed Worlds now in being; al 
their meaſures with Mankind upon the diſcovery, 


* 


calculating the number of this, frightſul throng d 
Devils, who with Satan, the maſter Devil, was thu 
caſt out of heaven: I cannot ſay I am ſo much maſter 
political arithmetic, as to caſt up the number of the beal 
no, nor the number of the beaſts or Devils, who mak 
vp this throng. St Francis, they tell us, or ſome othe 
ſaint, they do not ſay who, aſked the Devil once, he 
ſtrong he was? for St Francis, you muſt know, was v 
familiar with him : The Devil, it ſeems, did nott 
him; but preſently raiſed a great cloud of duſt, by th 
help, I ſuppoſe, of à guſt of wind, and bid that ſai 
count it ! e was, I ſuppoſe, a calculator, that won 
be called grave, who dividing Satan's troops into thre 
Jines, caſt up the number of the Devils of all ſorts i 
each battalia, at ten hundred times a hundred thouſan 
million of the firſt line, and three hundred thouſand time 
as many as both in the third line. 

The impertinence of this account would hardly hart 
iven it a place here, only to hint, that it has alwajl 
3 the opinion that Satan's name may well be 


are certainly no inconſiderable number. It was a ſmat 
repartee that a Venetian nobleman made to a prick 
who rallied him upon his refuſing to give ſomething! 
the church, which the prieſt demanded for the delivery 
him from purgatory ; when the prieſt aſking him, Ith 
knew what an innumerable number of Devils then 
were to take him? he anſwered, yes, he knew 
many Devils there were in all. How many? ſfayst 
prieſt, his curioſity, I ſuppoſe, being raiſed by the 1% 

velty of the anfwer. Why, ten millions five hund 

and eleven thouſand fix hundred and ſeventy five Den 
and an half, ſays the nobleman. An half! fays W 
- pfieſt, pray what kind of a Devil is that? 1 
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ays the nobleman for you are half a devil already, 
and will be a whole one when you come there; for y 
are for deluding all you deal with, and bringing us foul 
and body into your hands, that yon may be paid for 
21 etting us go again. So much for their number. 

Here alſo it would come in very aptly, to conſider 
the Rate of that long interval between the time of their 
expulſion from heaven, and the creation of the world; 
and what the poſture of the Devil's affairs might be du- 
ring that time. The horror of their condition can 
Uebe conceived of at a diſtance, and eſpecially by us, 
iter who, being embodied creatures, cannot fully judge of 
bea what is, or is not, a puniſhment to ſeraphs and ſpirits ; 
but tis jult to ſuppoſe they ſuffered all that ſpirits of a 
{:raphic nature were capable to ſuſtain, conſiſtent with 
„ bo cheir exiſtence ; notwithſtanding which they retained 
s ven till the helliſhneſs of their rebellious principles; namely, 
ot tu their hatred and rage againſt God, and their envy at 
be ſelicity of his creatures. | | F 
un As to how long their time might be, I ſhall leave that 
oni ſearch, no lights being given me that are either probable 
then or rational; and we have fo little room to-make a judg- 
rts ment of it, that we may as well believe father M——, 
uſa who ſuppoſes it to be an hundred thoufand years, as 

| thoſe who judge it one thouſand years; tis enough that 
we are ſure it was before the creation; how long be- 
fore is not material to the Devil's hiſtory, unleſs we had 
ſome records of what happened to him, or was dene by - 
him in the interval. | 
During the wandering condition the Devil was in at 
that time, we may ſuppoſe him and his whole clan to 
prief be employed in exerting their hatred and rage at the 
ng fl Almighty, and at the happineſs of the remaining 
ering 1 angels, by all the ways they had power to 

ew eit. a | 
From this determined Gated enmity of Satan and his 
holt againſt God, and at every thing that brought glo- 
ry to his name, Mr Milton brings in Satan (when 
e ny firſt he ſaw Adam in Paradiſe, and the feticity of his 
ſation there), ſwelling with rage and envy, and ta- 
ing up a dreadful reſolution to ruin Adam, and all 
his poſterity, merely to diſappoint his maker of the 
glory of his creation. I ſhall come to peak of that in 
„ ES | x How 
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= Hd Satan, in his remote ſituation, got intellizence 
of the place where to find Adam out, or that any luch 
thing as a min was created, is matter of juſt ſpeculatio m 
and there might be many rational ſchemes laid for it 
Mr Milton does not undertake to tell us the particulars, hr) 
nor indeed could he find room for it; perhaps the Devil, ihe - 
having, as I have ſaid, a liberty to range over the whole 
void or abyſs. which we want as well a name for, as 
indeed powers to conceive of, might have diſcovered 
that the Almighty Creator had formed a new and glo- ea 
rious work, wich infinite beauty and variety, filling up 
the imme aſe waſte of ſpace in which he (the Devil) and 
his angels had roved for ſo long a time, without finding de. 
any thing to work on, or to exert their apoſtate rage ta 
in agaiult their Maker. | | 
Inat at length they found the infiniteuntrodden ſpac U 
on a ſudden ſpread full with glorious bodies, ſhining Hd 
felf exiſting beauty, with a new, and to them unknown : 
luſtre, called light. They found theſe luminous bodies 
though immenſe in bulk, and iufinite in number, yet 
fixed in their wondrous ſtations, regular and exact in 
their motions, confined in their proper orbits, tending 
to their particular centres, and enjoining every one their 
peculiar ſyſtems, within which were contained innume- 
rable planets with their fatellites or moons, in which 
(again) a reciprocal influence, motion, and revolution, 
conſpired to form the moſt admirable uniformity of the 
whole. | 
Surprized, to be ſure, with this ſadden and yet glori 
ous work of the Almighty (for the creation was enough, 
With its luſtre, even to ſurpriſe the Devils), they might 
' reaſonably be ſuppoled to ſtart out of their dark retreat 
and with a curioſity not below the ſeraphic dignity (far 
theſt are ſome of the things which the angels deſire ts 
look into) to take a flight throng all the amazing ſyſtem 
of the fixed ſuns or ftars, woch we fee now but ata 
diſtance, and only make aſtronomical gueſſes at. 
Here the Devil found not ſubject of wonder only, but 
matter to ſwell his revolted ſpirit with more rage, and 
to revive the malignity of his mind againſt his Maker, 
ang eſpecially againſt this new increate of glory, which 
to kis.influite regret, was extended over the whoig 
wake, and which he lovkect ton,; #5 we ſay in humatt 
hs EE affairs 
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ene Fairs,” as a pays conguir, or, if you will have it in the 


TuchMngoage of the Devil, as an invaſion upon his king- 

tion, m. n N a ; 3 P85 * 

or it. Here it naturally occurred to them, in their ſtate of 
lars, ry and rebellion, that though they could not aſſault 


evil, 
7 role 
„ 
ered 
glo- 
3 Up 


e impregnable walls of heaven, and could no more 
etend to raiſe war in the place of bleſſedneſs and 
ce ; yet that perhaps they might find reom in this 


eation, to work ſome deſpite to their Great Creators 
to affront his Majeſty in the perſon of ſome of his new 


andi ade creatures; and upon this they may be juſtly ſup- 
ding ed to double their vigilance in the ſurvey they reſalve 


take of theſe new worlds, however great, numberleſs, 
ad wonderful. 


rage 


pace What diſcoveries they may have made in the other 
g ud greater worlds than this earth, we have not yet had 
ov) account: poſſibly they are converſant with other 
dien ts of God's creation, beſides this little, little globe, 
yet Which is but as a point in compariſon of the reſt; and 
Aug ich other of God's creatures befides man, who mays 
dingWcording to the opinion of our philoſophers, inhabit 
heir BWoſe worlds; but as nobody knows that part but the 
me · evil, we ſhall not trouble ourſelves with the inquiry. 
hich But tis very reaſonable, and indeed probable, that 


107, 


the 


e Devils were more than ordinarily ſurpriſed at the 
ature and reaſon of all this glorious creation, aſter they 
ad, with the utmoſt eurioſity, view'd all the parts of 


ori: The glories of the ſeveral ſyſtems ; the immenſe 
19h, Waces in which thoſe glorious bodies that were created, 
1ght Wd made part of it, were allowed reſpectively to move; + 
'eaty inaumerable fixed ſtars, as ſo many ſuns in the 
(ter tre of ſo many diſtant ſolar ſyſtems ; the (likewiſe 


numerable) dark opaque bodies receiving light, and 


d then reflecting that light again upon, and ſor the uſe 
one another: To ſee the beauty and ſplendor of their 


rms, the regularity of their poſition, the order and ex- 
ane Wineſs, and yet inconceivable velocity of their motions, 
ker, e certainty of their revolutions, and the variety and 
ich, tue of their influences; and then, which was even 


the Devils themſelves moſt aſtoniſhing, that aſter all 
relt of their obſeryations, they ſhould find this whole 
f "BE | immenſe 


w, and however glorious, yet inferior kingdom or 


pending upon thoſe ſuns reſpectively for ſuch light,. 
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immenſe work was adapted for, and made ſubſery 
to the uſe, <delight, and blefling, only of one poor ff 
cies in itfe}f ſmall, and in appearance contemptib 
the meaneſt of all the kinds ſuppoſed to inhabit ſo mat 
| hex worlds, as appeared now to be formed; I mix 

that moon called the earth, and the creature called ma 
that all was made for him, upheld by the wiſe crF 
on his account only; and would neceſſarily end and cet 
Whenever that ſpecies ſhould end, and be determined, 

That this creature was to be found no where but ft 
above) in one little individual moon: a fpot leſs th: 
almoſt any of the moons, which were in ſuch great nun 
bers to be found attendant upon, and preſcribed with 
every ſyſtem of the whole created heavens, This ws 
. aſtoniſhing even to the Devil himſelf; nay, the whd 
clan of Devils could ſcarce entertain any juſt ideas oft 
thing; till at laſt Satan, indefatigable in his fearch 
inquiry into the nature and reaſon of this new work 
and particularly ſearching into the ſpecies of man, wha 
he found God had thus placed in the little globe calle 
earth; he ſoon came to an eclairciſſement, or a che 


underſtanding of the whole, For example : 


1. He found this creature, called man, was, ho 
ever mean and ſmall in his appearance, a kind d 
ſeraphic ſpecies ; that he was made in the e 

image of G, endowed with reaſonable faculties 

' know good and evil, and poſſeſſed of a certain thit * 

„till then unknown and unheard of, even in hell! 
fell; that is, in the habitation of Devils, let that! 
where it would; viz. 

2. That God had made him indeed of the loweſt # 
coarſeſt materials: but that he had breathed i 
him the breath of life, and that he became a livil 
thing called //, being a kind of an extraordin 
heavenly and divine emanation ; and conſeques | 
that man, however mean and terreſtrial his bo 4 
might be, was yet heaven-borg, in his ſpirituu 2. 
part completely ſeraphic ; and after a ſpace of 
here (determined to be a flate of probation), 
fhould be tranflated through the regions of de 
rato a life purely and truly heavenly, and wil 
mould remain ſo Tor ever; being capable of kno 


preſence, as the gloriked angels do. 


him, as above: but (which the Devil now was not) 


who alſo had condeſcended to accept of honour 
from him. | | 


lic nature, though mixed with, and confined for 
the preſent in a caſe of mortal floſh, he was intended 


of life here, to inhabit that heaven, aud enjoy that 
very glory and felicity, from which Satan and his 
angels had been. expelled. 


ple heaven, depopulated or ſtripped of its inhabi- 
le angels in the Devil's ſtead. 


e of Devil's can be capable of being made greater, 
loubtleſs ſet him on work to give a vent to that rage 


was invulnerable, and could by no means be hurt by 
power of bell, or deluded by his ſubtillity; or whe- 
r he might be beguiled and deluded ; and fo, inſtead 
ding preſerved in Holineſs and purity, wherein he 
certainly created, he brought to fall and rebel, as 
(Satan) had done before him; by which, inſtead of 
g tranſplanted into a glorious ſtate aſter this life in 
ven, as his Maker had deſigned him to be, to fill up 
angelic choir, and ſapply the place from whence he 
tan) had fallen, he might be made to fall alſo like 
„ and, in a word, be made a Devil like himſelf. 

his convinces us that the Devil has not loſt his na- 
al powers by his fall; and our learned commentator 
Pool is of the ſame opinion: though he grants that 
Devil has loſt his moral power, or his power of do- 


ing 
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ing and enjoying Gd his maker, and ſtanding in his 
. That he had the moſt ſublime faculties infuſed into 


bim; was capable not only of knowing and contem- 
plating God, and which was ſtill more, of enjoying 


= 
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capable of honouring and gloriſying bis Maker; 
. And, which was ſtiF more, that being of an ange- 


to be removed from this earth, after a certain time 


When ke found all this, it preſently accurred to him, 
it Cad had done it all as an act of triumph over him 
atan) ; and that theſe creatures were only created to 


Its by his expulſion ; and that theſe were all to be 


this thought increaſed his fury and envy, as far as 


i envy, by ſearching into the nature and conſtitution 
this creature, called man; and to find out whether 
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ing good, which he can never recover. Vide Mr f 
upon Acts xix. 16. where we may particularly obſem 

vrhen the man poſſeſſed with an evil ſpirit flew upon 
ſeven ſons of Sceva the Jew, who could have exereit 
them in the name of feſus, without the authority of j 
ſus, or without faith in him, he flew on them, and m 
tered them, ſo that they fled out of the houſe from 
Devil, conquered, naked, and wounded. But of th 
power of the Devil I ſhall ſpeak of it by itſelf. 

In a word, and to ſum up all the Devil's ſtory fry 
his firſt expulſion, it ſtands thus: For ſo many years 
were between his fall and the creation of man, thouy 
we have no memoirs of his particular affairs, we h 
zeaſon to belicve he waz without any manner of emplg 
ment; but a certain tormenting endeavour to be alu 
expreſling his rage and enmity againſt heaven; I cal 
tormenting, becauſe ever diſappointed; every thoug 
about it proving empty; every attempt towards it ab 

tive; leaving him only light enough to ſee ſtill m 

and more rezſon to defpair of ſucceſs; and than 

made his condition ſtill more and more an hell thay 
was before. 

Atfer a ſpace of duration in this miſery, which 
have no light given us to meaſure or judge of, he 
length diſcovered the new creation of man, as aboxt 


upon which he ſoon found matter to ſet himſelf ro wall, x 
and has been buſily employed ever fince. * 
And now, indeed, there may be room to ſuggel he 
local hell, and the confinement of fouls (made corral. : 
and degenerate by him) 10 it, as a place; though | 'b 
himſelf, as is ſtill apparent by Eis actings, is not 4 
confined to it. Of this hell, its locality, extent, dime 
ſions, continuance and nature, as it does not belong. 
Satan's hiſtory, [ have a good excuſe for ſa ying nothig ju 4 
and fo put oH my meddhng with that, Which if T we A 
meddle with, I could ſay * the purpole. 5 


. e CHA! 
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obſery 

pon! | C H A P. VII. 

ws the Power of the Devil at the time of the Creation of 
* "ll this Horld; whether it has not been farther ſirengthe 
of ened and limited fence that Time; and what ſhifts and 
e ffratagers he is obliged to make uſe of to compaſs bis 
y deſigns upon Mankind. - 

yh UNNING men have fabled, and though it be with- 


us out either religion, authority, or phyſical founda- 

on, it may be we may like it never the worſe for 
e 2081; that when God made the ſtars, and all-the hea- 
"1 ' nly luminaries, the Devil, to mimic his Maker, and 
** nſult his new creation, made comets, in imitation of 


he fixed ſtars; but that the compotrion of them being 
onbuſtible, when they came to wander in the abyfs, 
olling by an irregular ill- grounded motion, they took 
re, in their approach to ſome of thoſe great bodies of 
lime, the fixed ars; and being thus kindled (like a 
re work unſkilfully let off), they then took wild and 
xcentric, as alſo different motions of cheir on, out of 
atan's direction, and beyond his power to regulate 


ver after. 
Let this thought ſta ad by itſelf, it matters not to our 


urpoſe whether we believe any thing of it, or no; tis 
nough to our caſe, that if Satan had any ſuch power 
hen, he has no ſuch power now; and that leads me ts 
nquire into his more recent limitations. ' | 
am to ſuppoſe he and all his accomplices, being con- 
punded a: the diſcovery of the new creation, and ra-k- 
g their wits to find out the meaning of it, had at lat 
no matter how) diſcovered the whole ſyſtem, and con- 
luded, as I have ſaid, that the creature, called min, 
as to be their ſuccefſOr in the heavenly manſ1as; up- 
In which I ſaggeſt, that the firſt mation of hell was © 
0 deitroy this new work, and, if poſſible, to over- 
helm it. | 
But when they came to make the attempt, they ſound ' 
deir chains were not long eaough, and that they could 
ot reach the extremes of the ſyſtem: they had no 
Over either to break the order, or to ſtop the motiony 
| F 


diflocate 


. — — 
o- 
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little diminutive thing called man, whom Satan ſaw 
Hhappineſs in heaven. 
out of his reach to touch: and here, by the way, ap 


is ſo far from being a match for the Devil, that one d 
them in the world; ay, world and all, in a moment 
air for the elementary world, how eaſily could he, x 


or drive weighty immenſe ſarges of the ocean over the 
whole plain of the earth, and deluge the globe at on 


ntuation of his empire, muſt be ſuppoſed able to manag 
the clouds, draw them up in ſuch poſition as ſhould nati. 
rally produce thunders and Tightnings,cauſe thoſe light nue 
nings to blaſt the earth, daſh in pieces all the building Her: 
urn all the populous towns and cities, and lay wal 
the world? i 


ties of ſublimated air to burſt out of the bowels of tht 


i a. * 


diſlocate the parts, or confound the ſituation of thingy 
they traverſed, no deubt, the whole work, viſited eyey 
ſtar, landed upon every folid, and failed upon even 
Auid, in the whole ſcheme, to ſee what miſchicf t} 
could do. 
Upon a long and full ſurvey, they came to this poin 
In their enquiry,” that, in ſhcrt, they conld do nothin 
by foree ; that they could not diſplace any part, an 
hilate any atom, or deſtroy any life, in the whole eres 
tion: but that as Omnipotence had created. it, ſo th 
ſame Omnipotence had armed it at all points againſt ib 
utmoſt power of hell: had made the ſmalleſt creaturey 
it invulnerable, as to Satan; ſo that without the permil 
ſion of the ſame power which had made heaven, and 
conquered the Devil, he could do nothing at all, as ti 


deſtroying any thing that God had made; no, not ib 
much reaſon to Hate, as being created to ſucceed him i 

Satan found him placed out of his power to hurt, « 
pears the ſecond conqueſt of heaven over the Devil; 
that having placed his rival, as it were, juſt before bi 
face, and ſhewed the hateful fight to him, he ſaw writ 
ten upon his image, Touch him if jou dare. 

It cannot be doubted but, had it not been thus, ma 
Satan's leaſt imps or angels could deſtroy all the raced 

As he is prince of the power of the air, taking th 


one blaſt, ſweep all the ſurface of the earth into theſex 


with a ſtorm? Or how. eaſily could he, who, by the bre 


At the ſame time, he might command ſuited quant. 


earth 


- * « p 
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ſion, when they were firſt informed of the creation 
man; and eſpecially when they conſidered what kind 
creature he was, and what might probably be the re 
ſon of making him, viz. to fill up the vacancies in he 
ven; I ia), that then the Devils reſolved that it mw 

not for their intereſt to fall upon him with fury and rag 
and fo deſtroy the {ſpecies ; for that this would be noh 
nefit at all to chem, and would only cauſe another aj 
ginal man to be created; for that they knew God coul 
by the ſame omnipotence, form as many new ſpecies 
creatures as he pleaſed, and, if he thought fit, crea 
them in heaven too, out of the reach of Beyils or ey 
ſpirits ; and that therefore to deſtroy man, would 
way anſwer their end. 

On the other hand, examining ſtrictly the mould! 
this new made creature, and of what materials he wa 
formed; how mixed up of a nature convertible and pe 
vertible; capable indeed of infinite excellence, and cor 
ſequently of eternal ſelicity; but ſubje& likewiſe to cu 
ruption and degeneracy, and conſequently ro et 
miſery : that, inſtead of being fit to ſupply the plac 
of Satan and his rejected tribe (che expelled angels 
heaven, and filling up the thrones or ſtalls in the ele 
choir, they might, if they could but be brought into crim 


become a race of rebels and iraitors like the reſt, uy nd 
come at laſt to keep them company, as well in the planar 
of eternal miſery, as in the merit of it; and, in a Vim 
become Devils inſtead of angels. he ; 


Upon this diſcovery, I ſay, they found. it ;nfinitd 
more ſor the intereſt of Satan's infernal kingdom: tt tog 
another way to work with mankind, and ſee if it 
poſſible. by the ſtrength of their infernal wit and couſ ann 
lets, to lay ſome ſnare for him, and by ſome ſtratagel 
to bring him to eternal ruin and miſery. 
| This being then approved as their only method (a 
the Devil ſhewed he was no fool in the choice), he Hob t 
reſolved, that there was no time to be loſt : that it ant 
to he ſet about immediately, before the race was mul 
plied, and by that means the work be not made great 
only, but perhaps the more difficult too; Accord hi 
the diligent Devil went inſtantly about it, agreeably! 
all the ſtory of Eve and the Serpent, as before; the 
lief of which, whether hiſtorically or allegorically, 1 15 U 
at all obſtructed by this hypothelis, 1 
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I do not affir m that this was the caſe at firſt, becauſe 
being not preſent in chat black divan, at leaſt not that L 
now of (fer who knows where be was, or was not, 
e ran his pre exiſtent ſtate ?), 1 cannot be poſitive in the 
eſolve that paſſed there; but, except for ſome very 
ittle cont! adictions which we find in the Sacred Writings, 
ſhould, I confeſs, incline to believe it hiſtoricaliy ; and 
no be ſhall ſpeak of thoſe things which I call cextracidtions ts 
r du, more largely hereafter 


cou Ia the mean time, be it one way or other, that is to 
dies My, eicher Satan hau no power to have proceeded with 
a nan by violence, and to have deſtroyed him as ſoon as 
T e 


e was made; or that he had the power, but chcie ra- 
her to proceed by other methods, to deceive and de- 
dauch him: I ſay, be it which you pleaſe, I am ſill of 
ppinion, that it really was not the Devil's buſineſs to de- 
e roy the ſpecies: that it would have been nothing to 
he purpoſe, and no advantage at all to him, if he had 
lone it: ſor that, as above, God could immediately 
o COM ave created another ſpecies to the ſame end, whom he 
ither could have made invulnerable, and not ſubject to 


pl he Devil's power, or removed him out of Satan's reach; 
els) laced him out of the Devil's ken, in heaven, or fome 


ther place where the Devil could not come to hurt him; 
rnd that therefore it is infinitely more his advantage, - 
nd more ſuited to his real deſign of defeating the end of 
nan's creation, to debauch him, and make a Devil of 
Im, that he may be rejected like h:nafelf, and increaſe - 
he infernal kingdom and company in the lake of miſery 
ælernum. fa + 

It may be true, for ought I know, that Satan has not 
he power of deſtruction put into his hand, and that he . 
annot take away the life of a man: and it ſeems pro- . 
able to be ſo, from the-ſtory of Satan and Job, when 
atan appeared among the ſons of God, as the text ſays, 
ob i. 6, Now when Gcd gave ſuch a character of 
to him, and aſked him if he had conſidered his ſer- 
ant Job, ver. 8. why did not the Devil goimmediately 


mugnd exert his malice againſt the good man at once, to 
2 ret his Maker ſee what wonld become of his ſervant Job 
du his diſtreſs? On the-contrary, we ſee he only an- 
bly ers by ſhewing the reaſon of Job's good behaviour: 
he M it was but common gratitude for the bleſſing and 


F 3 Frotection 
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\ Nay, his family, and the lives of his children, and fe 
moved the Sabeans to fall upon the oxen and the aſſe 


murder the laſt ; he made lightning flath upon the poe 


cannot go a foot beyond his tether. 


Matth. viii. 31.; where San could not ſo much as p- and 


* 
CE 


Ln — 
* . 
— — — — TBI 97 oO ey — —— 2 


— 


ſeſs the filthieſt and meaneſt of all creatures, the ſwi 
till he had aſked leave; and that, Riil to ſhew his g 


laſt, we might, for ought I know, be brought like A 
rican Indians, to woribip him at laſt, that he may di 
no harm. e Me * 2 


— 
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protection he enjoyed, ver. 10.; and pleading, that 
his eſtate way taken away, and he was expoſed as he 
(Satan) wis, to be a beggar and a vagabond. going u 
and fro in the earth, and walking up and down thereig 
he (ſhould be a very Devil too like himſelf, and curk 
God to his face. | * 
Upon this, the text ſays, that God anſwered, ver. 14 
« Behold! all that he hath is in thy power.” No iti 
plain here that God gave up Job's wealth and eats 


vants, into the Devil's power; and accordingly, lite! 
true mercileſs Devil, as he is, he deſtroyed them all: 


and carry them off: he moved the Chaldeaus to fall upon 
the camels and the (ſervants; to carry off the firſt aa 


fheep, and kill them all; and he blowed his houſe don 
upon his poor children, and buried them all in e 
ruins. 0 
Now here is (t.) a ſpecimen of Satan's good · will 
mankind, and what havock the Devil would make in- 
word, if he might; and here is a teſtimony too that! 
could net do this without leave; ſo that I cannot but! firli 
of the opinion, he has fome limitations, ſome bounds 
to his natural fury; a certain number of linksinh 
chain, which he cannot exceed; or, in a word, that 


The ſame kind of evidence we have in the Goſpt 


will, as ſoon as he had gotten leave, he hurried them 
into the ſea, and choaked them. Theſe, I ſay, are Tome 
the reaſons why I am not willing to ſay the Devil ist 
reſtrained in power: but, on the other hand, we 
told of ſo many miſchievous things the Devil has doi Pre. 
the world, by virtue of his dominion over the elemedl 
and by other teſtimonies of his power, that I doi 


know what to think of it; though, upon the whole, ol Sets 


firſt is the ſafeſt opinion; for if we ſhould believe 4) 
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hat And now 1 have named thoſe people in America, Iv: 


as H oafeſs it would go a great way in favour of Satan's ge- 
ing ueroſity, as well as in teſtimony of his power, it we 
iereighMhight believe all the accounts which indeed authors are 
cu retty well agreed i in the truth ot: namely of the miſ- 
: hicks the Devil does in thoſe countries where his domi- 
er. U ion ſeems to be eſtabliſhed; how he uſes them when 
Wiri ey deny him the homage he claims of them as his due; 
eſtau hat havock zand combuſtion he makes among them; 
id od how beneficent he is (or at leaſt negative in his 
like iſchiefs) when they appeaſe him by their helliſh ſa- 
. \W@rifices. 

Likewiſe, we ſee ateſt of his wicked ſubeiley in his 
udo vanagement of thoſe dark nations, when he was more 
t au mmediately worthipped by them; namely the making 
e pod bein believe that all their good weather, rains, dews, 
and kind influences upon the earth, to make it fruitful), 
rere from him; whereas they really were the common 
bleflings of a higher hand, and came not from him (the 


him a Devil or a fallen angel by his curſe. 

But to go back to the method the Devil took with the 
firſt ot mankind : It is plain the policy of hell was right, 
though the execution of the reſolves they took did not 
fully anſwer their end neither: for Satan, faſtening up- 


before, made preſently a true judgment of her capaci- 
ties, and of her temper ; took her by the right baudle, 
and, ſoothing her vanity (which is this day the ſoſteſt 
place in the head of all the tex), wheedled her out of 
her ſenſes, by praiſing her beauty, and promiſing to 
make her a goddeſs. 

The foolith woman yielded preſently; and that, we 
are told, is the reaſon why,.the ſame method fo ſtrange- 

ly rakes with all her poſterity, viz. that you 6 av LO 
prevail with them, if you can but once -periuade them 
that you believe that they are witty and handſome; for 
the Devil, you may ohſeryg, never quits any hold be 
gets; and having once found way into che heart, al- 


agents may enter after him without any more difficuley. 
ence the ſame argument, eſpecially the lait, has fo he- 
vitching an influenge on the {cx, chat they rarely deny 
you 


evil), but from him that made the Devil, and made 


on poor, proud, ridiculous mother Eve, as I have laid * 


ways takes care to keep the door open, that any of his | | 


FT 
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Jou any thing, after they are but weak enough, a 
vais ehough, to accept of the praifes you affer chem d 

that head. On the other hand, you are ſure they y 
ver forgive you the unpardonable crime of ſoying tl 
are ugly or difagreeable. Ir is ſuggeſted, that the 
method the Devil took to infinuate all thoſe fine thing 
into Eve's giddy head, was by creeping cloſe to her og 
night, when ſhe was aſleep; and, laying his mouth 
41 i ear, whiſpering all the fine things to her, which 
Tia would fet her fancy on tip-toe, and ſo make H 
receive them involuntarily into her mind: Kknowin 
well enough, that when the had formed fuch ideas 
her ſoul, however they came there, ſhe would never h 
quiet till ſhe had worked them up to fame extraordin; 
thing or other, 8 
It was evident what the Devil aimed at, namely, tha 
ſhe ſhould break in upon the command of God, and f 
having corrupted herſelf, bring the curſe upon her. 
and all her race, as God had threatened. But Why n 
pride of Eve ſhould be ſo eaſily tickled by the notion d nil 
her exquiſite beauty, when there was then no proſpel 
of the uſe or want of thoſe charms, that indeed mae e 
a kind of difficulty here, which the learned have not d [ 
termined. For, 


1. If ſhe had been as ugly as the Devil, ſhe had n. | 

body to rival her; ſo that ſhe need not fear Adu 
ſhoald leave her, and get another miſtreſs. 

2. It ſhe had been as bright and beautiful as ar angel le: 
ſhe had no other admirer but poor Adam; and Hin 

could have no room to be jealous of her, or afrail 

- ſhe ſhould cuckold him: ſo that, in ſhort, Eve ha i: 
no ſuch"occaſion for her beauty, nor could ſhe mah 
any uſe of it to a bad purpoſe, or to a good; and 
therefore I believe the Devil, who is too cunniny 
to do any thing that fignifies nothing, rath 
tempted her by the hope of increaſing her vi. 
than her beauty. LY $51 


Bat ta came back to the method of Satan's tempting A 
her, viz. by whiſpering to her in her ſleep: It wal 

© cunning trick, that js the truth of it; and by that mea 
| ke certainly ſet her head a madding after deiſm, and u 


made a goddeſs; and then backed it with the ſabtile: © 2 
K he had with her afterwards. 

I am the more particular upon this part, becauſe, 
wever the Devil may have been the firſt that ever 
tiſed it, yet I can affure him the experiment has 


thing 

ord n tried upon many a woman ſince, to the 37 
__— out of her modeſty, as well as ber ſimplicity; and 
ich cunning men tell us ſtill, chat if you can come at a 


man when ſhe is in a deep fleep, and whiſper to her * 
ole to her ear, ſhe will certainly dream of the thing 
u ſay to her, and ſs will a man too. 

Well, be thiz ſo to her race or not, it was, it ſeems, 
to her: for ſhe waked with her head filled with 
aſing ideas, and, as ſome will have it, unlawful de- 
es; ſach as to be ſure, ſhe had never entertained be- 
re. Theſe are ſuppoſed to be fatally infuſed in her 
eam, and ſuggeſted to her waking ſoul, when the or- 
kn of the ear which conveyed them was doſed and in- 
nſible, Strange fate of ſleepiag in Paradiſe ! that 
hereas we have but notice of two ſleeps there, that in 
e a woman ſhould go out of Adam, and in the other” 
e Devil ſhould come into Eve. 

Certainly, when Satan firſt made the attempt upon 
ve, he did not think he ſhould have ſo eaſily conquered 

r, or have brought his buſineſs about ſo ſaon:; the 
devil himſelf could not have imagined ſhe ſhould have 
en ſo ſoon brought to forget the command given, or 
leaſt who gave it, and have ventured to tranſgreſs a- 
ainſt him, and made her forget that God had told her 
ſhould be death to her to touch it; and, above all, that 
te ſhould aſpire to be as wiſe as him, who was ſo i igs 
orant before, as to believe it was for fear of her being 
ke himſelf, that he bad forbid it her. 

Well might ſhe be ſaid to be the weaker veſſel, tho? 

dam himſelf had little enough to ſay for his being the 

onger of the two, when he was over perſuaded (if it 

2 done by periuaſion) by his wife to the ſame 
ing. 

And mark how wiſe they were after't they had eaten, 
nd what fools they had both acted like, even to one 
nother ; nay, even all the knowledge they attained to 
dy it was, for aught I ſee, only to know that they were 
00's, and to be ſenſible both of fin and ſhame ; and ſee N 
how 1 1 
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| . how ſimply they acted, I ſay, upon their having, car 
mitted the crime, and being detected in it: | 


Ts - 


. 


« View them to day converſing with their Cod, 

% His image both enjoy'd and underſtood : 
% To-morrow ſkulking with a ſordid flight 
« Among the buſhes, from the Infinite, | 
« As if that power was blind, which gave them ſight; | 
% With ſenſeleſs labour tagging fig leaf veſts, 
% To hide their bodies from the ſight of beaſts. 

« Hark! how the fool pleads taint, for forfeit lily 
& Firſt he reproaches heaven, and then his wife; 
*The woman which thou gav'ſt, as if the gilt | 
4 Could rob him of the little feaſon leſt; 4 
« A weak pretence to ſhift his early crime, 
« As if accuſing her would excule*him ; 
* But thus eticroaching crime dethrones the ſenſe, 
« And intercepts the heavenly influence: 


% Debauches reaſon, makes the man a fool, d & 
% And turns his active light to redicule,” 
It muſt be confeſſed, that it was an unaccountable d 
Zeneracy, even of their common reaſoning, which Ada 3 
and Eve both fell into upon the firſt commirting the . 
fence of maß forbidden fruit: if that was their bl ©* 
ing made as Gods, it made but a poor appearance ini 
firſt coming, to hide their nakedneſs when there was i; 
body to ſee them, and cover themſelves among *” 
buſhes from their Maker: But thus it was, and this 
Devil had brought them to; and well might he, andi a 
the clan of hell, as Mr Milton brings them in, laugh a 7 
triumph over the man, after the blow was given, as h. 
iog ſo egregiouſly abuſed and deluded them both. - 
But here, to be ſure, began the Devil's new king (0 
dom; as he had now ſeduced the two firſt creature, ſl © 
was pretty ſure of ſucceſs upon all the race; and thei A 
fore prepared to attack them alſo. as ſoon as they cat ' 
on; nor was their inereaſing multitude any diſcourag 10 
ment to his attempt, but juſt the contrary ; for he ha 3h 


agents enough to employ, if every man and woman 
ihould be bo.n was to want a Devil to wait upon thel 
ſeperately and ſingly to ſeduce them; whereas ot 
whole nations have been fuch willing ſubj:&s to bit 


F . * 
1 


e one of his ſeraphic imps may, for aught we know, 


ve been enough to guide a whole country ; the people 
ng entirely ſubjected to his government for many 


hat he conveyed the firſt inhabitants; at leaſt, if he 
| not, we don't well know who did, or how they 
thither. F 
and how came all the communication to be fo intirely 
off between'the nations of Europe and Africa, from 
ence America muſt certainly have been peopled, or 
the Devil muſt have done it indeed? I ſay, how 
e the communication to be ſo intirels cut off between 
m, that except the time, whenever it was, that pco- 
did at firſt reach from one to the other, none ever 
ne back to give their friends any account of their ſuc- 
5, or invite them to follow? Nor did they he ir of 
another afterwards, as we have reaſon to think: 
Satan poſitically keep them thus aſunder, left news 
m heaven ſhould reach them, and fo they ſhould be 
overed out of his government? We cannot tell how * 
give any other rational account of it, that a nation, 
a quarter of the world, or as ſome will have it to 
half the globe, thould be peopled trom Europe or 
ica, or both, and no body ever go after them, or 
e back from them, in above three łhouiand years 


e in 

F. | 
"4 av, that thoſe countries ſhould be peopled when there 
55 no navigation in uſe in theſe parts ot the world, no 


s made that could carry proviſions enough to ſupport 
people that failed in them, but that they muſt have 
n ſtarved to death before they could reach the ſhore 
America ; the ferry from Europe or Africa in any 
(which we have known navigation to be practiſed 
being at leaſt 1000 miles, and in moſt places mich 
e. 
ut as to the Americans, let the Devil and them a- 
to account for their coming thither; this we are 
ain of, that we knew nothing ot them for many a 
Red years: and when we did, when the diſcovery 
made, they that went from hence found Satan in a 
and quiet poſſeſſion of them, ruling them with an ar- 
ary government, pai ticular to himſelf. He hav led ' 
n into a blind ſubjection to himſelf, nay, I might 
| call 


ns 
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s, as in America, for example, where ſome will have 


| * call jt devetion (for it-was all of religion that was tr 
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found among them) ; worſhipping horrible idols in 
name, to whom he directed human ſacrifices continu 
to be made, till he deluged the country with blood, 
' ripened them up for the dedrudtion that followed, fn 
the invaſion of the Spaniards who he knew would hun 
them all out of the world as faſt as he * Devil hi 
ſelf could deſire of them. 

But to go back a little to the original of thin gs; | 
evident that Satan has made a much better an 
maukind, by thus ſubtilly attacking them, and bring 


them to break with their Maker, as he had done bel 
them; than he could have done by fulminating uy 1 
them at firſt, and ſending them all out of the wo " 


once; for now he has peop' ed his own dominions m 
them; and though a remnant are ſnatched as it we 
out of his clutches, by the agency of invincible gra 
of which Iam not to diſcourſe in this place, yet this g 
be ſaid of the Devil, without offence, that he ha 
fome ſenſe carried his point, and, as it were, forced 
Maker to be ſatisfied with a part of mankind, and! 
leaſt part too, inſtead of the great glory he would! 
brought to himſelt by keeping them all in his ſervice 

Mr Milton, as I have noted above, brings in-thel 
vil and all hellMith him, making a feu de ;yoye for 
victory Satan obtained over one filly woman. Ind 
it was a, piece of ſucceſs greater in its conſequence ti 
in the immediate appearance; nor was the conquel 
complete as Satan himſelf imagined to make, ſince 
promiſe of a redemption out of his hands, which Hen 
immediately wade to the man, in behalf of himdell gi... 
his believing poſterity, was a great diſappointment 5 
Satan, and, as it were, ſnatched the belt part of! 
victory out of his hands. 

It is certain, the devils knew what the meaning 
that promiſe was, and who was to be the feed d 


woman, namely the incarnate Son of God; and tha the 7 
was a ſecond blow to the whole infer nal body; but 4 
if they had refolved to let that alone, Satan went | 
with his buſineſs; and as he had introduced crime! 201 
the common parent of mankind, and thereby ſec 5 
the contamination of blood, and the deſcent or pro . 


tion of the corrupt ſeed, he had nothing to do MM 


/ ” 


OF THE DEVIL. 
yt nature in time to come, to'carry on its 'own rebel 
n, and at itſelf in the breaſts of Eve's tainted poſte- 


ce his firſt victory upon the kind, to this day. 


bon innumerable occaſions, a general defection has fol- 
wed; a kind of taint upon nature, call it what you 
ill, a blaſt upon the race of mankind ; and were it not 
r one thing, he had rwned the whole family: 1 fay, 
re it not for one thing, namely, a ſelected company 
number, which his Maker has reſolved he thatt not 
able to corrupt, or if he does, the ſending the pro- 
ſed ſeed ſhall recover back again from him, by the 
wer of irreſiſtable grace; which number thus ſelected 
elected, call it which we will, are ſtill to ſupply the 
cancies in heaven, which Satan's defeQion has letr 
den; and what was before filled up with created ſe- 
phs, is now to be reſtored by recovered faints, by 
om infinite glory is to accrue to the . of the 
deemer. 


of his victory, and left him juſt where he was, de- 
ited and diſappointed ; nor does the poſſeſſion of all 
myriads of the ſons of perdition, who-yet (ſome are 
opinion) will be ſnatched from him tat at lait; I ſay, 
poſſeſſion of all theſe makes no amends to ns for 


cannot ſeduce, eats out all the ſatisfaclion of the mii- 
ef he has done in leducing all the reſt; but I muſt not 
ach, ſo I return to e's on as much needful to —_— 
ugh leſs ſolemn. | 


p Q H a . VIII. 


the Progreſs of Satan in ole on his congpugſi over. 


Mankind „Fon the all of Eve t the Deluge? v — f 


Doubt, if the Devil was aſked the queſtion plainly, de | 
would confeſs that after he had conquered Eve by 

own wicked contrivafice, and then, by her aſſiſtance, 

brought Adam too (like a fool as he was) into the 

e gulph of miſery, he 3 he had done bis work, 


— 


y: and that indeed has been the Devil's buſineſs eyer 


His ſucceſs in this part has been ſuch, that we ſee, : 


This glorious eſtabliſhment has robbed Satan of all the 


is ſuch a Devil in his nature, that the -envyratthoſe - 


Oe 


K's 


t de 20 put an end to the grand deſign of the 


he defeGion of the hoſt of hell, that bad been expuny 


gave them all the necceſſary advantages of a religious 
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Ttompifled-the whole race, that they were now his op 


creation; namely, ot peopling heaven, with a new 
gelig-race ot ſouls, who, when glurified, ſhould make y 


- by their crime; in a word, that he had gotten a bet 
conqueſt than if he had deſtroyed them all. 
But, in the midſt of his conqueſt, he found a ched 
put to the advantages he expected to reap from his yig 
tory, by the immediate promiſe of grace to a part « 
the poſterity of Adam, who, notwithſtanding the fa 
were to be-purchaſed by the Meſſiah, and ſnatched q 
of his (Satan's) hands, and over whom he could mah 
no final conqueſt ; ſo that his power met with a new. 
mitation, and that ſuch as indeed fully diſappointed hig 
in the main thing he aimed at; yz. preventing th 
beaticudes of mankind ; which were thus ſecured (an 
what if the numbers of mankind were upon this accoun 
increaſed in ſuch a manner, that the ſelected/ numbe 
Fronld, by length of time, amount to juſt as many asc 
whole race had they not fallen, would have amounte 
to in all?). And thus, indeed, the world may be fai 
to be upheld and continued for the ſake of thaſe few; 
fince, will. their number can be completed, the creatia 
Cannot fall, any more than that without them, or bu 
for tkem, it would not have Rood. a | 
But leaving this ſpeculation, and not having inquire " 
of Satan what he has to ſay on that ſubject, let us g 
back to the antediluvian world: The Devil, to be furn. 
ioed his:patat upon Eve, and ia her upon all her racer 
le drew her into ſin; got* her turned out of paradil, * 
and the man with her: The next thing was to go t! 
work with her poſterity, and particularly with her tw 
ſons Cain and Abel, "59 
Adam having, notwithſtanding his fall, repented ven... 
{ncerely of his fin, received the promiſe af redewptiu$. . 
and parfion, with an bumble, but belisving heart; chte 2 
rity bids us ſuppoſe that he led à very religious and lo 45 
ben liſe ever after; and, eſpecially in the fir ſt part of bs gel 
time, that he brought up his children very ſoberly, a. n. 


ducation, and a good introduction into the world, thi thus 
he Was capable of; and that Eve likewiſe aſſiſted 4 by ly, 


7 
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Their two eldeſt ſons,” Cain and Abel, the one het we 
parent to the patriarchal empire, and the other heir: * 
reſaraprive, I ſuppoſe,” alfo lived very ſober and relis: - 
bus lives ; and as the principles ot natural religion: 
ited an homage and ſubjedion due to the Almighty 
bene ter, as an acknowledgement of his mercies, and a re- 
| guicion of their obedience ;- ſo the received uſage of 
ty. ligion dictating, at that time, that this homage was to 
15 paid by a ſacrifice, that either of them brought 4. 
art ee will offering to be predicated to Gad reſpectively 
e fil themſelves and families. 8 Dan Lira |, 
ed How it was, and for what reaſon that God had re- 
mug g to the offering of Abel, which, the learned ſay, 
ev s a lamb of the firſtlings of the flock, and did not give 
d hig ay teſlimony of the like refpe& to Cain and his oſter- 
& Mg, which was of the firſt fruits of the earth, the affer= 
gs being equally ſuited to the reſpefive employmeur: 
cord the men, that is not my preſent buſineſs j but this we 
m0. made heart burnings, and raiſed eavy and jealoathys 
a5 WS. the mind of Cain; and at chat door the Devil imme 
untes ately entered ; for he, who, from che beginning, was 
ry diligent in his way, never ſlipped any opportunity,” 
yy miſſed any advantages, that the ciroumſtances of man- 
alan offered him to do miſchief, | * 
ba What ſhape or appearance the Devil took up to enter 
to a converſation with Cain upon the ſubjeR, that au 
ors do nat take upon them to determine; but ãt is ge. 
We erally ſuppoſed he perſonated ſome of Cain's fons oe. ' 
[uo 1ndſons to begin the diſcourſe, who atticked their a- 

er, or perhaps grandfather, upon this occaſion, in the 
lowing manner, or to that purpoſe: 6; ⁰ 


D. Sie, I perceive your majeſty (for the firſt race 
ere certainly all monarchs as great as kings, to their 
ve medlate poſterity) to be greatly diſturbed of late; 
ptigour countenacne is changed, your noble chearfulneſs, 

le glories of y our face, are ſtrangely ſunk and gone, 
nd you are not the man you uſed to be. Pleaſe: your 

ajelty to communicate your griefs to us your childrenz- 
ou may be ſure, that, it it be poſſible, we 28 
or relief, and reſtore your dehghts, the loſs of which, 

thus you go on to ſubject your elf to too much melaa } 
"oly, wilk be very hurtful to you, and, in the end,. de- 


roy you. G 2 Din 


St 3% 


D. Do not ſay fo, ſir; 


parent; 


m— 


| THE HISTORY 
Cain. It is very kind, my dear children, to ſhew yay 

geſpect thus to your true progenitor, and to offer 309 

aſſiſtance: Pconfeſs, as you ſay, my mind is opprefſe 

and diſpleaſed; but, though i it is very, heayy, yet I knoy 

not which way to look for relief; for the diſtemper 

above our reach, no cure can be found for it on earth, 
there can be no diſeaſe ſun 
on earth, but may be eured on earth; if it be a ment 
evil, we have heard that your great anceſtor, the fir 
father of us all, who lives ſtill on the great weſten 
plains towards the fea, is the oracle to which all hi 
children fly for direction in ſuch caſes as are out of th 
reach of the ordinary underſtanding of mankind z pleak 
you to give leave, we will take a journey to him, and 
repreſenting your caſe to him, we will hear his advig 
and bring it to you with all ſpeed, for the caſe of your 


mind. 
Cain. I knw not whether he can reach my cafe d 


DO. 
D. Doubt leſs de may; a if not, the labour of; " 
journey is nothing, when placed in competition with 
the eaſe of your mind; it is but a few days travel Joſt; 
and you will not be the worſe, if we fail of the defired 
ſucceſs. | 
Cain. The offer is filial, and I accept your affedi- 
onate-concern for me, with the juſt ſenſe of an oblige 
go then, and my bleſſing be upon you: But 
alas! why do I bleſs? can he bleſs whom God has nd 
bleficed 2? - 
D. O! Sir, do not fs ſo; ; has not t God bleſſed you! 
are you not the ſecond ſovereign of the earth? and 
does he not converſe with you face to face? are nd 
you the oracle to all your growing -poſterity ; and net 
"after his Sovereign Imperial Majelty Lord Adam, pi 
triarch of the world ? 
Cain. But has not God rejected me, and refuſed u 
| converſe any mere with me, while he daily favours aud 
countenances my r Abel, as ir he reſolved 
to ſet him up to rule over me. 
D. No, Sir, that cannot be, you cannot be diſturbs 
at ſuch à thing; is not the right of ſovereignity yours j 
primogeniture * can God himſelf take that away, whil 
it is once rn! ate jou not Lord Adam' s eldeſt font 


5 . \ - — 
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re not you the firſt born glory of. the creation? an 
Joes not the government deſcend to you by the diving 
ight of birth and blood? Y.-M 
Cain. But what does all that ſignify to me, while God 
ppears to favour and careſs my younger brother, and 
o ſhine upon him, while a black dejection, and token 
f diſpleaſure, ſurrounds me every day and he does 
iot appear to me as he uſed to do: ; pM 
D. And what need your majeſty be concerned at 
lat, if it be ſo? if he does not appear pleaſed, you 
have the whole world to enjoy yourſelf in, and all your 
zumerous and riſing poſterity adore and honour you; 
Fhat need theſe remote things be any diſturbance to 


Cain. How+ my children, not the fayour of God be 
alued ! yes, yes, in his favour of life; wiat-can all the 
vorld avail without the ſmiles and countenance of him 
hat made it? | 

D. Doubtleſs, fir, he that made the world, and placed 
jou at the head of it all, to govern and direct it, has 
nade it agree able; and it is able to give you a full fa» - JF 
ation and enjoyment, if you pleaſe to conſider it 
ell, though you were never to converſe with him all 
he while you live in it. Nn 
Cain. you are quite wrong there, my children, quite c 
vrong. „ eee e 
D. But do you not, great fir, ſee all vour children 
Is well as ns, rejoicing in the plenty of all things, au 
re they not completely happy, and yet they know lite - 
that great God? he ſeldom converſes among us; we 
ear of him indeed by your ſage advices, and we bring 
ur offerings to you for him, as you direct; and when 
hat's done, we enjoy whatever our hearts deſire and 
, 1 may you in an abundant manner, if u 
„ | * | 
Cain. But your ſelicity is wrong placed then, or you 
uppoſe that God is pleaſed and fatisfred in that your of- 
erings are brought to me; but what would you fay, if . - 
you knew that God is diſpleaſed? that he dees not ac- 
ept your offerings ? that when | ſacrificed to him in 
ehalf of you all, he rejected my oferings, though 1 
roupht a princely gift, being of the fineſt of the wheat, 
e choioeſt and earlieſt 8 and the ſweeteſt of iy 
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bn, an offering ſuited to the giver of them all? 
„ D. But if you offered thein, fir, * are you ſir 
they were net accepted? er 

Cain. Yes, yes, I am ſure; did not my - brother Abe 
offer, at the ame te, a lamb of his flock ? tor he, Mor 
know, delights in caltles and covers the mountains with 
"hiv herds: over him, all the while he was ſacrificug|ſis 
a bright emanation thone chearing and enlivening, 
pledge of fayour; and light ambient flames played im 
vering in the Jower air, as if attending his ſacriſ oo. 
aud, when ready prepared, immediately deſcended, ani 
burnt up the fleth, a tweet odoriferous ſavour aſcendin 
to him, who thus teſtified his'acceptance; whereas, on 
my head, a bleck cloud, miſty and diſtilling vapoy 
hung dripping upon the humble altar I had raiſed, and 
wettiog the fineſt and choiceſt things I had prepare 
ſullied and defaced them; the wood, unapt to burn ft 
the moiſiure which fell, ſcarce received the fire I broug| 
to kindle: it; and; even then, rather ſmothered et : 
<hoaked, then kindled into a flame; in a word, it ve ut 
quite out, without conſuming what was brought to h 


_ offered up. Jicit 


D. Let not our truly reverenced lord and father l 
diſquieted at all this; if he accepts nat what you brig Hou 
you are diſcharged of the debt, and need bring no mort 
nor have the trouble of ſuch laboured colleQions « 
rarities any more; when he thinks fit to require | 
again, you will have notice, no queſtion, and then che 
being called for, will be accepted, or elſe why ſhoulder 
it be required ? | 

Cain That may * be the caſe, nor do I thiał o 
attempting any more to bring an offering; for I rathqvice 
take it, that I am forbidden for the preſent; but then touc 
what is it that my younger brother triumphs in? He 
how am I inſulted, in that he and his houſe are all jos 
and triumph, as if they had ſome great advantage oe e 
me, in that their offering was accepted, when mull 
vas not 2 

D. Dbes be triumph over your majeſty, our lord 4 
| ſovereign ? ? Give us but your order, and we will Lays 
and pull him ard all his generation in pieces; te 
triumph over you, who is his elder brother, is an Meme 
rid rebellion and d. and he ought to be expel Plair 

the ſociety of manning. 
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Cain. I think ſo too, indeed; however, my dear 
hildren, and faithſul ſuhjects, though I accept your ofs 
er of duty and ſervice, yet I will conſider very well, 
Abe ere I take up arms againſt my brother; beſides, 
„ar ſoveriegn father, and patriarchal lord Adam, being 
vil et alive, it is not my right to act offenſively wi 
icing is command 
D, We are ready therefore to carry your petition to 
| him, and doubt not to obtain his licence and commiſſion 
ißce oo, to impower you 10 do yourſelf juice upon your 
xounger. brother; who, being your vaſſal, or at leaſt 
anterior, he is junior in birth, inſults you upon the fan- 
; offices opinion of having a larger ſhare in the divine favour, 
pourfſÞnd receiving a bleſſing on his ſacrifices, on  Pretente of 
„an he ſame favour being denied you. 
are Cain. I am content: go then, and give a juſt account 
rn f the tate of our affairs. 
D. We ſhall ſoon return with the agreeable anſwer: : 
aul et not our, lord and father continue ſad and dejected, 
well ut depend upon a ſpeedy relief, by the aſſiſtance of 
to bby numerous iſſue, all devoted to thy intereſt and fe- 
licity. * 
zer e Cain. My bleſſing be with you in your way, and give 
bring ou a favourable reception at the venerable tent of our 
moreſWuniverſal lord and father. 


ire WW Nete. Here the curſed race being fully. gi en up to | 
en che direction of the evil ſpirit; which fo 2 poſſeſſed 
0 hem, and ſwelling with rage at the innocent Abel 
and his whole family, they reſolved upon ſorming a 
moſt wicked and deteſtable lie, to bring about che ad- 
nice which they had already given their father Cain a 
then touch of: and to pretend that Adam, being juſtly 
provoked | at the undutiful behaviour of Abel, 1524 
giyen Cain a commiſſion to chaſtiſe him, and by force 

e onto * him off, and all his family, as guilty of rebellion * 
mind pride. 

Filled with this miſchievous and bloody reſolution, 
ey came back to their father Cain, after ſtaying a few 
lays, ſuch as were ſufficient to make Cain believe they 
bad been at the ſpacious. plains where Adam dwelt; the 
lame which are now called the bleſſed valleys, . or the 
plains of Mecca in Arabia Felix, near the bagks ofthe 
ed Sea. Note 


— 


D 
* "x" 


— 


80 THE misrönr 
5 Y Wote here alſo, That Cain having received a wick 
hint from theſe men, his children and ſubjects, as beforg 
intimating that Able had broken the law ot pr a 
ture in his behaviour towards him Cain); and that þ4 
might be juſtly pi niſhed for it; Satan, that cunnin „ 
nager of all our way ward paſſions, fanned the 
- - envy and jealouſy with his utmoſt {kill all the while 1 
other agents were abſent; and by the time they eam 
back, had blown it up into ſuch an heat of fury and ragt 
that it wanted nothing but air to make it burn out, ar 
ſoon afterwards did, in a furious flame of wrath and tt 
venge, even to blood and deſtruction. 
Juſt in the very critical moment, while things ſoa 
thus with Cain, Satan brings in his wicked inſtrys 
ments, as if juſt arrived with the return of his meſſa | 
from Adam, at whoſe court they had been for Me 
ders; and thus they, that is, the Devil, aſſuming 
ſpeak by them, approach their father with an air 
ſolemn, but chearful ſatis faction at the ſucceſs of ihei cr 
embaſſy. | | 1 
a — 
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D. Hail ſovereign, reverend, patriarchal Jord ! Ton 
come with. joy to render thee an account of the ſuceel 
of our meſſage. c 

Cain, Have you then den the venerable tents when 
dwell che heaven born, the angelic pair, to whom allele 
human reverence, highly ny is and ought alvaye 10 itec 
humbly paid? ſec 

D. We have. 

Cain. Did you, together wh my grand requeſt, va Ca 
.and humble homage for me pay, to the great fire and 
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mother of mankind? be 
* D. We did. reig 

. Cain Did you in humble ba ebe grie 

| and anguiſh which oppreſs my foul ? f ju 


D. We did, and back their bleſſings to the bring-- | 
Cain. I hope, with humbleſt figns of filial duty, 7 15 te 
took it for me on your bended knees? Is t 
D. We did, and had our ſhare; the patriarch Jiftin 

| up his hands to heaven, expreſſed his joy to hey | 
. Jpreading race, and bleſſed us all. bly 
"Gains JR vou my ſolemn meſſage too Gelver | 
vn 
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coke MMjuries impartially lay down, and due aſſiſtance and * 
o aon crave? | 
gen. D. We did. 

at Cain. What poke the mack he is God to me; pk 
x ia ſt command do ye bring? what is to be done? am 1 
re bear the inſulting junior's rage! and meekly ſuffer 


hat unjuſtly he, atfronting primogeniture, and laws of 
od and man, impoſed by his pride unfafferable? Am L 
be cruſhed, and be no more the firſt born ſon on 
rth, but bow and kneel to him? 

D. Forbid it, heaven! as Adam too forbids, tka. 
ith juſtice God-like, and peculiar to injured parents, 


Rood ers pride reſents, and gives his high command to 
1ſtrys ee to P niſh. 
eſſag Cain. To puniſh, ſay you? Did he uſe the word, 


e very word ? Am I commiſſioned then to puniſh 
ble? 

D. Not Able only, but his rebel race, as they, alike 
crime, alike are joined in puniſhment. , 
Cain. The race indeed have ſhared the merit with 
m. How did they all inſult, and, with a ſhout of 
jumph, mock my ſorrow, when they ſaw me from 
y facriice dejected come, as if my diſappointment 

their joy ! 
D. This too the venerable prince repreſents ; and to 


ted to duty, commands that this firſt breach be not 
iſſed by, leſt the precedent upon record ſtand to future 
es to encourage like rebellion, | 

Cain. And is it then my ſovereign parent's will? 

D. It is his will, that thou, his eldeſt ſon, his i image, 
beloved, ſhould be maintained in all the rights of ſo- 
reignity derived to thee from him; and not be left ex» 
led to injury, and power ufurped, 5 7 ſhould do thy- 
juſlice on the rebel race. 
Cain. And fo I will. Abel ſhall 8 know what 
5 to trample on his elder brother —ſhall know that 
is thus ſentenced by his father; and I am commiſ- 
ned but to execute his high command, his ſentence, 
ich is God's; and that he falls by the hand of hea- 
D'y juſtice. 8 


eſer ve the race in bounds of laws ſuberdinate and li- 
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two families in it. 


. So now Satan had done bis work, be had deluded tl,” 
mother to a breach againſt the firſt and only command” 
be had drawn Adam into the fame ſnare ; and now ff... 
brings in Cain, prompted by his owa rage, and delude 4 
by his (Satan's) craft, to commit murder, nay, a fra 1 
tricide, an aggravated murder. ire: 1 

' © Upon this he ſends out Cain while the bloody ra * 
was in its ferment, and wiokedly, at the ſame tim 7 
bringing Abel, innocent, and fearing no ill, juſt in his in 
way, he ſuggeſts to his thoughts ſuch words as theſe; * 

Look you Cain: fee how divine juſtice concurs vid, .. 
your father's righteous ſentence : See, there is thy b cb 
ther Abel directed by heaven to fall into thy hands uy H, 
armed, unguarded, that thou mayeſt do thyſelf juſia on 

upon him without fear: See, thou may'ſt kill him; or 
i thou haſta mind to conceal it, no eyes can fee, or wil. 
the world ever know it; ſo that no reſentment or ma 
venge upon thee, or thy poſterity, can be apprehended. ; 
but it may be ſaid ſome wild beaſt had rent him; er 
will any one ſuggeſt that thou, his brother and ſuperingl |. 
could poſſibly be the perſon, 1 R. 

Caia, prepared for the fat by his former avowel ing 

rage and reſolution of revenge, was ſo much the na 
prepared to avoid the ſnare thus artfully contrived Hin, 

che maſter of all ſubtilty, the Devil; ſo he immediate"... 
runs upon his brother Abel, and, after a little unarmeſi the 
reſiſtance, the innocent pocr man, expecting no ſua. i 
miſchief, was conquered and murdered; after which, We, . 
is to be ſuppoſed, the exaſperated crew of Cain's out ice, 
rageous race over run all his family and houſehold, Walls 

ling man, woman, and child. | . 

ſt is objected here, that we have no authority Nau a 
Scripture to prove this part of the ſtory: But I anf nen 

it is not likely but that Abel, as well as Cain, being fre - 
man's eſtate long before this, had ſeveral children Wir .. 
their own fiſters : for they were the only men in HN 
world who were allowed the marrying their own fille 
there being no other women then in the world: and Hd - 
we never read of any of AbePFpoſterity, it is kevin „„ 
ds probable they were all murdered, as that they how -q 
kill Abel only, whoſe ſons might immediately fall up = 
Cain for the blood of their father, and ſo the wot al r 


have been involved in a civil war, as ſoon as there I 


OF THE DEVIL. 2 
Butbe it ſo or not, it is no: doubted the Devil wrought 
th Cain in the horrid murder, or be had never done 
Whether it was directly, or by agents, is not ma- 
rial, nor is the latter unlikely; and if the latter, than 
ere is no improbability in the Rory: for why migbt 
t he that made uſe of the ferpent ta tempt Eve, be as 
ell ſuppoſed to-make a tool of ſome of Cain's ſons or 


L andſon's to prompt him in the wicked@ttempt of mur- 
""Wring his brother! and why muſt we be obliged to 
* ing in a miracle, or an apparition, into the ſtor y, to 
Ee! 


hen it was ſo natural to a degenerate race to act in 
ch a manner? e 

f However it was, and by whatever tool the Devil 
rought, it is certain that this was the conſequence 
dor Abel was butchered : And thus the Devil made a 
cond conqueſt on God's creation ; for Adam was now, 
may be ſaid really childleſs; for his two ſons were 
us far loſt, Abel was killed, and Cain was curſed, and 
"ic out from the preſence. of the Lord, and his 1ace 
erg ed with him. 


ing an account of, could we come to a Tertainty in 
namely, What was the mark that God ſet upon 
in, by which he was kept from being fallen upon by 


vil's I have nothing to do with it here. | 

ch, The Devil had now gained his point: the kingdon) of 
thout a new creation, had not Adam and Eve teen 
re, and had not Eve, though now 130 years of a 

n a breeding young lady; for we mult ſuppoſe the 


re ſeven or eight hundred years old. This ſeeyting 


ſed race; for though Abu was killed, Cain had a 


10 erous off. pring preſenty, which, had Seth (Ada n's 
wall d ſon) never been borg,, would ſoon have repleniſhed 
Lewif 


owl world with people; 
WP urderer, curſed of God, branded with a mark of in- 


wl al ruin of the race by the deluge. 
| But, 


ake it probable that the Devil had any hand in it, 


It would be an uſeful inquiry here, and worthy our 


eis friends or relations? But as this does not belong 
1M the Devil's hiſtory, and it was God's mark, not the 


ace, ſo newly erected, had been as it were extin&t 


men, in that ſtate of longevity, bare children till they 


Eve peopled not che world ſo much, as it reſtored the 


h as they were; the ſeed ot 


„ and who afterwards fell all together in the uni- 
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But, after the murder of Abel, Adam had anotherk 
born, namely, Seth, the father of Enos; and indeed i. 
father of the holy race; for during his time, and bis (i 
_ Enos, the text ſays, '* that men * to call on ; 
e name of the Lord;” that is to ſay, they began | 
look back upon Cain and his wicked race; and, be 
convinced of the wickednets they had committed, a 
led their whole poſterity into, they began to ſue to hi 
ven for pardon of what was paſt, and to lead a newſq 
of life. | * 

But the Devil had met with too much ſuccceſs in} 
firſt attempts, not to go on with his general reſoluſ 
of debauching the mifids of men, and bringin them 
from God; and therefore, as he kept his Pole up 
Cain's curſed race, embroiled already in blond and mnt 
der, ſo he proceeded with his degenerate offspring, ul 
in a word, be brought both the holy ſeed, and thed 
generate race, to join in one univerſal conſent of erin 
and to go on in it, with ſuch aggravating circumſtance 
as that it repented the Lord that he had made mg 
and he reſolved to overwhelm them again with a geae 

deſtraQtion, and clear the world of them. 
The ſucceffion of blood in the royal original line 
Adam, is preſerved in the ſacred hiſtories, and brouy 
- down as low as Noah and his three ſons, for a contin 
| ſeries of 1450 years, ſay ſome, 1640, ſay others; 
which time, ſin ſpread itfelf ſo generally through ti 
whole race, and the fons of God, ſo the ſcripture es 
the men of the righteous ſeed, the progeny of Sel 
came in unto the daughters of men, that is, joined then 
ſelves to the curſed race of Cain, and married promiſq 
puſly with them, 'according to their fancies, the wome 
it ſeems, being beautiful and tempting ; and thought 
Devil could not make the woman handſome or ugh 
one or other families, yet he might work up'the gulti 
wicked inclination on either fide, ſo as to make both 
men and women tempting ind agreable to one anotit 
where they ought not to 1 been ſo; and perhaps 
it is often ſeen to this day, the Fiore tempting for Yerh 
under a legal reſtrainſ. p 
It is objected here, that we do not find in the Scriptdl 
that the men and women of either race were at f 
time forbidden intermarry ing with one another; 20 


» OF THE DEVIL, f 35. 
true, kterally they were not forbid ; but if we did not 
arch rather to make doubts, than to explain them. we 
ight ſuppoſe it was forbidden by ſome particular com- 
aud at that time, ſeeing we may reaſonably allow 
ery thing to be forbidden, which they are taxed with' 
4 crime in committing; and as the Sons of God takin 
lem wives, as they thought fit to chuſe, though from 

ong the daughters of the curled race, 4s there charged 
pon them as a general depravation, and a great crime, 
id for which, it is ſaid, God even repented that he 
ad made them, we need go no farther to ſatisfy our- 
ves that it was certainly forbidden. | 
Satan, no doubt too, had an hand in this wickedneſs; 
ras it was his buſineſs to prompt men to do every 
ing which God had prohibited, ſo the reaſon given 
hy the men of thoſe days did this thing, was they ſaw 
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the daughters of men, that is, of the wicked race, or 
' erinWSrbidden fort, were fair. He tempred them by the 
tance of the eye; and, in a word, the ladies were beauti- 


mei and agreable, and the Devil knew how to make uſe 
the allurement; the men liked, and took them by the 


ere direction of their fancy and appetite, without re- 
line erding the ſupreme prohibition. They took them 
roh res ef all which they choſe, or ſuch as they liked to 


uſe. _ 7 ET 
But the text adds, that this promiſcuous generation 


nt farther than the mere outward crime of it ; for it 


Ah ü 

: cal ewed that the wickedneſs of the heart of man was 
gel ert before God, and that he reſented it. In ſhort God 
then erceived that a degeneracy or defect of virtue had 


ized upon the whole race: that there was a general 
om rruption of manners, a depravity of nature upon them; 


gui reren the holy feed was tainted with it: that the 
ply evil had broken in upon them, and prevailed to a great 
zul gree: chat not only the practiſe of the age was cor- 
th pt, for that God could eaſily have reſtrained, but that 


e very heart of man was debauched, his deſires wholly 
ated, and his ſenſes engaged in it: ſo that, in a word 
became neceſſary to ſhew the divine difpleaſure, not 
the ordinary manner, by judgment and reproofs of 
tuch kind as uſually reclaim men, but by a general de- 
Qion to (weep them away, clear the earth of them. 


d put an end to their wickedneſs at once, removing 
, H the 
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dhe offence and the offenders all together. Thas is ſp 
niticd at large, Gen. vi 5. 4 God ſaw that the wicked 
«neſs of man was great in the earth, and that even 
« imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only ef 
* continually.” And again, ver. 11, 12. The eanj 
et was alſo corrupt before God; and the earth was fills 
ee with violence. And N Baked upon the earth, and 
«behold it was corrupt; for all * had corrupted hy 
<-avay upon the earth.“ 
It muſt be*contelled, it was a ſtrange conquelt th 
Devil had made in the antediluvim world; that he ha 
as I may ſay, bronght the whole race of mankind. int 
x general revolt from God, Noah was indeed a preache 
of righteouſne(s; and he had preached about five hunde 
years to as little purpoſe as moſt of the good minilten 
ever did; for we do not read there was one man con 
E  verted by him, or at leaſt not one ef the t; for that 
gat the deluge, there was either none of them alive, a 
none r but Noah, and his three ſons, and thei 
wives; and even they are (it is evident) recorded, 1 
10 much o be ſaved for their own goodneſs, but becauk 
they were his ſons: Nay, without breach of charity 
ve may conclude, that at leaſt one went to the Dei 
even of thoſe three; namely, Ham cr Cham, for tri 
umphing in a brutal manner over his father's drunkes 
neſs ; for we find the ſpecial curſe reached to him aal 
is poſterity for many ages; and whether it went at 
farther than the preſent ſtate of life with them, we ca 
not tell. 
We will ſuppoſe now, that through this whole 158 
years, the Devil, having ſo effectually debauched man 
Kind, had advanced his infernal kingdom to a prodigiou 
* * Height: for the text ſays, * The whole earth was fille 
” «© with violence.” In a word, blood, murder, rag 
robbery, oppreſſion, and injuſtice, prevailed every when 
and men, like the wild bears in the foreſt, lived by pre 
biting and devouring one another, 
At this time, Noah begins to preach a new dodtrite 
to them; for as he had before been a preacher of rights 
omneſs, he next becomes a preacher of vengeance 25 
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he tells them they ſhall be all overwhelmed with a « 
Juge : that, for their fins, God repented they we" 
| nodes. and that he would deſtroy them all; a 
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i t, to prevent the ruin of himſelf an family, he rev 
cba ved to build hun a ſhip, to have recourte to when tlie 
eye ter hould come over the reit of the world: | 


What jeſting, What ſcorn, What contempt did thi 
rork expoſe the good. old man to tor above a bhimdred 
ears? for ſo long the works was building, as ancient 
athors ſay. Let us repreſent to ourſelves'in the moſt 
rely manner, how the witty world at that time behaved 
o poor old Noah; how they, took their evening walks 
o ſee what he was doing, and paſſed their judgment, 
pon it, and upon the progreſs of it: 1 tay, to repreſent 
his to burielves, we need go no farther than to un own 
Fitticiſns upon religion, and upon the moſt ſolemn 
pyſteries of divine worſhip: how we Gama the ſerious 
or enthuſlatts, tink the grave mad, and the tober me- 
in:holy ; call religion itielf Natur and Ahe; make the 
rout ignorant, che (divine mercenary, and the whole 
theme of divinity a frame of oriellexaſt: And thus, no k 
Doubt, the building au ark cr boat, or whatever they ol 
alled it, to float over the mountains, ànd dance or%% e Þ 
he plains, what could it be but a religious frenzy, W 7¾M |} 
he man that ſo buited himſelf, a lunatic & and alt thus i 
an age when divine things came by immediate rev dla» 
jon into the minds of men! The Devil muſt t ere "fas 
have made a ſtrange conqueſt upon mankind, tc wb." liz. 
rate all the reverence which but a little before MW 2Þ 
trangely imprefſed upon them concerning their ane 

This was certainly the height of the Devil's kingdom 
and we ſhall never find him arrive at ſuch a pitch agai% 
He was then truly and litterally the univerſal monarch, ' 
nay, the God of this worid ; and, as all tyrants do, he 
governs them with an arbitrary abſolute ſway;'and had 
not God thought fit to give him a writ ot ejectment, and 
aſter wards drawn him out of poſſeſſion, I know not 
what would have been the caſe, He might have kept 
his hold, for aught I kno, till the ſeed of the woman 
came to bruiſe his head, that is to ſay, cripple his go- 
rerament, dethrone him, and depoſe his power, as has 
been fulfiiled' in the Meſſiah. | 

But as he was, I ſay, drowned out of the world, his 
kingdom-for the preſent was at an end: at leaſt, if he 
bad a-dominion, he had no ſubje&s; and as the creation 
Was in a manner n ſo the Devil had all his werk 
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to do over again. Unhappy man! how has he; byk 
weak reſiſtance, made the Devil's recovering his hi 
too eaſy to him, and given him all the advantages, g . 
gept as before excepted, which he had before ? No 
_- whithez he retired in the mean time, and how he gy 
footing again after Noah and his family were landed i 
on the new ſurface, that we come next to enquire, 
i CHAP. IX. 
Of the Devil's fecond Kingdom, and how he got footing 
the renewed World, by bis Vi 7 ever Noah and 


| Race. 


w_ ſtory of Noahyhis boilding the ark; his embai 
| ing himſelf and all nature's Rock for a new worl 
on board it, the long voyage they took, and the ba 
(weather they met with, though i it would embelliſh thy 
» ork very well, and come in very much to the purpd 
I Chis place, yet, as it does not belong to the Devil 
for I cannot prove what ſome ſuggeſt, viz. Tl 
be vt in the ark among the reſt; I ſay, for that re 
„ TI7 muſt omit it. 
3 225 A now, having mentioned Satan's being in thea 
ea, 1 cannot prove it, ſo there are, I think, fom 
M reaſons to believe he was not there, 1/, T 0 
T. 5 bufineſs he had there. 240, we read of no miſchi 
done there. Arid theſe joined together, make me eco 
clude he was abſent. The laſt I chiefly infilt upon, Thit 
we read of no miſchief done there; which, if he ha 
been in the ark, would certainly have happened. Ant 
'therefore 1 ſuppoſe rather, that when he ſaw his king 
dom diſſolved, his ſubjects all ingulſed in an inevitabl 
ruin and deſolation, a lighe ſuitable enough to him, ei 
cept as it might unking him for a time; I fay, wht 
he faw this, he took care to ſpeed himſelf away # 
well as he could, and make his retreat to a plate 
ſafety. Where that was, is NO More GiicuR to us th 
it was to him. 
It is ſaggeſted, that as be is prince of the power f 
the air, he retired only into that region. It is moſt n 
= to ſuppoſe he went no archer on many account 


o 
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er which I-ſhall peak by and by. Here he Bai hover, 
ag in the'earch's atmoſphere, as "GP often done ſin ce, 
znd perhaps now does: or, if the atmoſphere of this 
plobe was affected by the indraught of the abſorption, 

ome think, then he kept himſelf upon the watch, to 12 
hat the event of the new phænomenon would be; and 
his watch, wherever it was, I doubt not, was as near 
he earth as he could place himſelf, perhaps in the at- 
moſphere of tlie moon, or, in a word, the next place of 
retreat he could find. 

From hence I took upon me to inſiſt, that Satan has 
ot a more certain knowledge of events than we I ſay 
he has not a more certain knowledge; that he may ba, 
able to make ſtronger conjectures, and more rational 
concluſions ſrom what he ſees, I will not deay; and thit 
which he moſt undoes us in is, that he ſees mare to con- 
lude from than we can; but I am [atisted he knows na- 
hing of futurity more than we can ſee by obſervatiau 
and inference; nor, for example, did he know, whether 
God would re- people the world any more or not. 
I mult therefore allow, that he only waited to ſee 
what would be the event of this ſtrange eruption of 
wa.er and what God propoſed to do with, the * ad. 
all.that was in it. — 
Some philoſophers tell us beſides what I hinted above, 
that the Devil could have no retreat in the earth's at- 
moſphere ; for that the earth being wholly, condenſed '*. 
into water, and having continually . poured down its 
kreams to deluge the earth, that body was become {o 
mall, and had ſuſſered ſuch e that there was 
but juſt enough of air left to ſurround the water, or as 
might ſerve by its preſſure to preſerve the natural pob- | 
tion of things, and ſupply the creatures in the ark wich 
a part to breathe in. 

The atmoſphere indeed mig kt ſuller ſame Rrange and 
unnatural motioas at that Km but not 1 believe) to 
chat degree: : however, I will not aſfirm that there could 
de room in ĩt, or is now, for the Devil, much leſs for 
all the numberleſs legions of Satan's hoſt; but chere was 
and now certainly is, ſufficient ſpace to receive him and 


em at that time, and that is enough to the purpoſe z 
if che carth's atmoſphere did ſuffer any particular 
=" convulti 


— 
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a ſufficient body of his troops forthe buſineſs he had for 
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convulſion on that occaſion, he 2 make his rettet 


to the atmoſphere of the moon, or o Mars, or of Ve 
or any of the other planets, for he that is prince of th 


air could not want retreats in ſuch a cafe, from wheng 

he might watch for the iſſue of things; certainly he i 
not go far, becauſe his buſfineſs-Jay here, and he nen ns 
oes out of his way of doing miſcief. re 

In particular, his more than ordinary concern way 
ſee what would become of the ark: He was wiſe enough! 
doubtleſs to ſee that God, who had directed its maki pe 
nay even the very ſtructure of it, would certainly tir 
care of it, preſerve it upon the water, and bring it in 

Tome place of ſaſety or other; though where it ſhould by 
the Devil, with all his canning, could not reſolve, wech. 
ther on the ſame ſurface,-the waters drawing off, or an 
any other created, or to be created place; and this ſuuꝝ fre 
of uncertainty being evideutly his cafe, and which promiſgo 
his ignorance of tuturity, it was his buſineſs, I ſay, rat 
watch with the utmoſt vigilance for the event., Niz 
If the ark was (as Mr Burnet thinks) guided by thi 
angels, they-not only held it from foundering, or bei ing 
{ſwallowed up in the water, but certainly kept the wlll 
ters calm about it, efpecially when the Lord brought wi 
: ſtrong wind to blow over the whole globe, which by d ſpe 
way was the firſt, and, I fuppole, the only univerſi cb. 
ſtorm that ever blew ; for to be ſure it blew over tf tio 
whole ſurface at once; I ſay, if it was thus guided, in 
be ſure the Devil ſaw it, and that with envy aud regt fac 
that he could do it no injury; for doubtlets had it bei as 
in the Devil's power, as God had drowned the who © 
race of man, except what was in the ark, he wog 
Have taken care to have diſpatched them too, and i | 
made an end of the creation at once; but either he wh vil 
not impowered to go to the ark, or it was ſo wel ma 
guarded by angels, that, when he came near it, he cou im 
do it no harm. So it reſted at length, the waters aba wit 
ing, on the mountains of Ararat, in Armenia, or ſom the 
where elſe that way, and where they ſay a piece of i an 
keel is remaining to this day; of which however, ha 
Dr ——— I fay, I believe not one word. are 
I be ark being ſafely landed, tis reaſonable to bel 
Noah prepared to go on ſhore, as the ſeamen call i 15 


F to appears aud here | 
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retro allow me to ſuppoſe Satan, though himſelf NO... 


Venn a cloud, ſo as not to be ſeen, — immediateſy, 


of Mad perched on the roof, ſaw all the heaven · kept houſes 
vheng 010 ſafely landed. and all the hoſt of living creatures, 
he d iſper ſing themſelves down the ſides of the mountains, 
nes the ſearch of their food, or other Proper occaſions di- 
| ected them. 
was This ſight was enough; Satan was at no loſs to con- 
nouclude from hence, that the deſign: of God was to re- 
ecople the world by the way of ordinary generation, 
u rom the poſterity of theſe eight perſons, without create 
r it ing any new ſpecies. 
ud ee Very wells ſays the Devil; then my ag vantage over 
„wheel chem, by the ſnare I laid for poor Eve, is good ſlill; 
or i and I am. now juſt where I was after Adam's expulſion 
's la from the garden, and when I had Cain and his race, to 
promi go to work with; for here is the old expunged corrupted 
a race ſtill: * Cain was the object then, ſo Noah is my 
man now; and if I do not mailer him one way or ano- 
ther, I am miſtaken in my mark. Pardon me for mak- 
bein ing a ſpeech for the Devil. 
1e Wh Noah, big with a ſenſe gf his late condition, and 
while the wonders o deluge were freſh in his mind, 
ſpent his firſt days in the ecitacies of his ſoul, giving 
iverla thanks. and praiſing the Power that had been his protec- 
er t tion in and through the flood of waters, and which had 
in ſo miraculous a manner ſately landed him on the fur- 
epre face of the newly diſcovered land; and the texts tells us 
as one of the firſt things he was employed in, « He built 
«an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt- oe 
would © upon the altar.“ Gen. vii. 20. 
0 While Noah was thus employed, he was ſafe, the De- 
vil himſelf could no@yhere break in upon him; and we 
vel may ſuppoſe very reaſonably, as he found the old father 
coul invulnerable, he left Zim tor ſome years, watching not- 
aba vithitanding all poſſible advantages 8 his ſons, and 
their children; for now the family began to increaſe, 
and Noah's ſons had ſeveral, — whether himſelf 
had any more children after the flood or not, chat we 
are not arrived to any ceftainty abaut. „ ” 
Among his ſons the Devil ſound Japhet, -and Shem, 6 
Rood, pious, religious, and very devour perſons; ſerving 
God daily, aſter the example of their good old father 
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Noah; and he could make nothing of them, or of aq 
of their poſterity; bur Ham, the ſecond, or, accordiſ 
to ſome, the younger ſon of Noah; had/a ſon, who 
named Canaan, a looſe young profligate fellow; hiz e 
cation was probably but curſory and ſuperficial, his pc 
ther Ham not being nearly ſo religious and ſerious ny 
as his brothers Shem and Japhet were; and, asCanaar 
education was defeQive, ſo he proved, as untaugli 
youth generally do, a wild, and, in ſhort, a very wiel 
fellow; and conſequently a fit took for the Devil to; 
to work with. | 

Noah, a diligent induſtriovs man, being, with all np" 
family, thus planted in the rich fruitful plains of Army 
nia, or wherever you pleaſe, let it be near the mountaiy 
of Caucaſus'or Ararat, went immediately to. work, en 
tivating and improving the foi}, inereaſing his cattle all 
paitures, ſowing corn, and among other things, plant 
trees for fobd ; and among the fruit trees he plant 
vines, of the grapes whereof he made, no doubt, as thy 

Rill in the ſame country do make, molt excellent wit 

rich, luſcious, ſtrong, and pleaſant. ben 

I cannot come into che notion of our cfities, who; t 
excuſe Noah from the guilt of what followed, or at EH 

from the cenfure; tell us, he knew not the Rrengtht 

the nature of wine; but that gathering the heavy cl 

ters of the grapes, and their own weight cruſking-0l 

their balmy juices into his hand, he taſted the temptii 

| liquor; and that, the Devil aſſiſting, he was charm rel 

With the delicious fragrance, and taſted again and agai ice 

70 Fs it out into a bowl or diſh; that he might ta 

rge quantity; till at lengtn, the heady froth aſcend 

and fiezed his brain: he became intoxicated and drunihie : 
not in the leaſt imagining there was any ſuch {trengs 

in the juice of that excellent fruit. | Wt 

But to make out this ſtory, „ich is indeed very ger 
vourable for Noah, but in itſelf extremely rediculous, jt 

muſt neceffarily fall into ſome abſurdities, and beg e d 

queſtion moſt egregiouſiy in ſome particular cafes; vαν ink 

way of arguing will by no meaas ſupport what is 'ne 
geſted; at fick yoda mult ſuppoſe there was no tuorun 
thing as wine made before the deluge, and chat nobodſ erde 

hat ever been made drunk with the juice of the gra, a 
 * before Noah which, I fay, is begging the queſtion. ny 
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If the contrary is true, as I ſee no reaſon to queſtionz 
I ſay, it was true, that there was wine drank, and 
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unnot then but ſuppoſe, that Noah, who was a wile, a 
eat, and a good man, and a preacher of righteouſnels, 
th knew of it, and without doubt had, in his preaching 
inſt their crimes, preached againſt this among the 
ſt, upbraiding them with it, reproved them for it, and 
iorfing them againſt it. ; ; . 
Again, 'tis highly probable they had grapes growing 
d conſequently wines made from them, in the antedi- 
wian world; how elſe did Noah come by the vines 
Arme bich be planted? For we are to ſuppoſe, he could 
uta laat no trees or ſhrubs, but ſuch as he found the roots 
„ ein the earth, and which no doubt had been there 
le anffcfore in their higbeſt perſection, and conſequently grown 
lan, and brought forth the ſame luſcious fruit before. 
Beſides, as he found the roots of the vines, ſo he un- 
s the erſtood what they were, and what fruit they bore, or 
le it may be ſyppoſed alſo he would not have planted 
zem; for he planted them for their fruit, as he did it 
n the proviſion. he was making for his,ſubliltence, and 
te ſubſiſtence of his family; and if he did not know 
phat they were, he would not have ſet them; for be 
Fas not planting for diverſion, but for proht. 
bpon the whole, it ſeems plain to me, he knew what 
prighWe did, as well when he planted the vines, as when he 
eeſed out the grapes; and alſo, when he drank the 
nice, that he knew it was wine, was ſtrong, and would 
a eiae him drunk, if he took enough of it: He knew 
ndehbat other men had been drunk with ſuch liquor before. 
runde flood; and that he had reprehended them for it; 
a therefore it was not his ignorance, but the Devil 
ook him at ſome advantage, when his appetite was 
ager or he thirſty, and the liquor cooling and pleaſant ; 
nd, in ſhort, as Eve ſaid, the ſerpent beguiled her, and 
le did eat; ſo the Devil beguiled Noah, and he did 
mink; the temptation was too ſtrong for Noah, not the 
me; he knew well enough what he did, but, as the 
mnkards ſay to this day, it was ſo good he could not 
do erdear it, and ſo he got drunk before he was aware; 
? as our ordinary ſpeech expreſſes it, he was over- 
en with drink; and Mr Pool, and other expoſitons, 
e partly of the ſame mind. | No 


all 8 


nat men were or had been drunk with it, before, they . [i 
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Lag + poſed in the ſtory, the guilt chiefly lay upon? Well 


and draw him in to-drunkenets, as ke made the ferpt 


ä 


. 


No ſooner was the puor old-man conquered, andi 
wine had lightened his head, but it may be ſuppoſes 
falls off from the chair or bench where he fat, af 

'tumibling backward, his cloaths, which in thoſe 1. 
countries were only looſe open robes, like the veſts wii 
the Armenians wear to this day, flying abroad, oft 
Devil fo aſſiſting on purpoſe ty expoſe him, he lay the 

in a naked nudecent poiture not fit to be ſeen. 

In this juncture who thould come by but young Cana 
fay ſome : or, as others think, this young fellow 
attacked him by way of kindneſs, and pretended aff 
tion: prompted his gramdfather to drink, on pretencet 
the wine being good for him, and proper for the upp 
of his old age; and ſubtily ſet upon him, drinking al 
with him; and fo (his head being fo ſtrong for the of 
man's) drank him down, and then, cevil-like; triumph 
over him; boaſted of kis conqueſt, inſulted the body 
it were dead, and uncovered him en purpoſe to expil 
him; and, leavipg him in that indecent psflure, we 
and made ſport with it to his father Ham, who in tl 
part, wicked like himſelf, did the ſame to his breth 
Japhet and Shem ; but they, like madeſt and good ma 
far from carrying on the wicked inſult on their paret 
© went and covered him, as the Scripture expreſſes it, ant 
as may bt ſuppoſed, informed him how he had bel 
abuſed, and by Www. 
Why elſe ſhould Noah, when he came to himſelf, f 
his refentment ſo much againſt Canaan his grandſon, 
ther chan againſt Ham his father; and whom, tis lug 


the curſe is (as it were) laid wholly upon Canaan ff 
randſon, and not a word of he father is mentione 
en. ix. 25, 26, 29. Curſed be Canaan; a fervi 

4 'of jervants ſhall he be, &c. | 
That Ham was guilty, that is certain from the hilts 
of the fact; but I cannot but ſuppoſe his grandſon 
the occaſion of it; and in this caſe the Devil ſeems" 
have made Canaan the inſtrument or tool to delude New 


the tool to beguile Eve, and draw her into diſobediend 

" Poſſibly Canaang might do it without deſign at f 
but might be brought in to redicule and make a jel 
the; old patriarch atcerwards,' as is too frequent ſinet 
w ©'* 4= w | | 
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| practice of our dave; but I rather. believe he did it 
ally with a wicked deſign, and on purpoſe to inſult 
d expoſe his re verend old parent; and this ſeems more 
e too, becauſe of the gieat bi terneſs with which No- 
reſented it; after he came ta be informed of it. 
But be that as it will, the Devil certainly made a great. 
aqueſt here, and, as to outward. appearanee no leſs 
an that which he gained betore over Adam; nor did 
evil's victory conſiſt barely in bis having drawn in 
only righteous man of the whole antedulvian world, 
d ſo beginning or initiating the new young progeny. 
tha crime; but here was the great oracle ſilenced at 
ce; the preacher of righteonſneſs, for ſuch, no doubt, 
would bave been to , new world, as he was to the 
d, I fay, the preacher was turned out of office, or his 
uth Ropt, which was worſe; nay, it was a ſtopping 
his mouth in the worſt kind, far worſe than ſtopping 
breath; for had he died, the office had deſcended to 
s ſon's Shem and Japhet; but he was dead to the office 
an inſtructor, though alive as to his being; ſor of 
lat force could his preaching be, who had thus fallen 
ſelf into the moſt ſhameful and beaſtly exceſs?! / 
Befides, ſome are of the opinion, though I hope with- 
t ground, that Noah was not only overtaken: once in | 
drink, but that, being fallen jnto that fin, it became 
ditual, and he continued in it a great while; and that 
was this which is the meaning of his being uncozered 
bis tent, and that his ſon ſaw his nakedneſs ; that is, 
continually expoſed himſelf for a long time, an hun- 
1 years, ſay, they; and that his ſon Ham, and his 
andſon Canaan, having drawn him into it, kept him 
it, encouraged and prempted it; and all the while, 
tan ſtill prompting them, joined their ſcoffs and con- 
bpt of him, with their wicked endeavours ts premote 
wickedneſs ; and both with as much ſucceſs as the 
vl himſelf could wiſh for. | 1 
Then, as for his two ſons modeſtly and decently eo - | 
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Ned Ing their father, they tell us, that repreſents, Shem 
ol" Japhet, applying themſelves in an humble and duti - | 
ven wanner to 3 to intreat and beſeech him to 


der his ancient glory, his own pious exhortationsto 4 
late drowned world, and to der the offence 


jet | 
15 geh he gave by his evil courſes to God, and the 
N n - ſcandal | 
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ſcandal to his whole family; and alſo that they 
brought ineffeQua)ly ef upon him; and that th 
Noah curſed the wickedneſs of Ham's degenerate ra 
in teſtimoney of bis ſincere repentance after the fac 
The ſtory is not ſo very unlikely, as it is certain thi 
it-is not to be proved, and therefore we had better tal 
it as we find it, viz. for one ſingle act. But ſuppoſe 
was ſo, tis ſtill certain that Noah's preaching was fad 
interrupted z the energy of his words flattened; and i 
force ot his perſuaſions enervated and abated, by | 
ſhameful fall; that he was effectually ſilenced for ani 
ſtructor ever atter: and this was as mach as the Def 
had occaſion for; and therefore indeed we read lit 
more of him, except that he lived three hundred af 
fifty years atter the flood; nay, we do not ſo much a 
read, that he had any, more children, but the contrar 
nor indeed could Noah have any more children, exc" 
by. his old and perhaps ſuperanuated wife, whom it ma 
very likely he had four or five hundred years, unlels 5c 
will ſuppoſe he was allowed to marry ſome of his on 2 
progeny, daughters or grand- daughters, which we d 
not ſuppoſe was allowed, no not to Adam himſelf; ers 
This was certainly a maſter- piece of the Devil's p 
cy, and a fatal inſtance of his unhappy diligence, yi 
that the door of the ark was no ſooner open, and the fa 
of the world hardly dry from the univerſal deſtruding! 7: 
ef mankind, but he was at work among them; andtiy 
not only to form a general defection among the ra 
upon the foot of the original taint of nature, but like 
bold Devil he ſtrikes at the very root, and flies abt 
next general repreſentative of mankind, attacks the hel 
of the family, that in his miſcarriage the riſe and p! 
eſs of a reformation of the new world ſhould rect 
an early check, and ſhould be at once prevented ; If 
like a bold Devil, he ſtrikes at the root; and, alas! pot 
anhappy Noah; he. proved too weak for him; vat 
prevailed in his very firſt attempt, and got the vid 
over him at once. | 
Noah thus overcome, and Satan's conqueſt carried! 
to the utmoſt of his own wiſhes, the Devil had little me 
to do in the worldgfor ſome ages, than to carry on! 
univerſal degeneracy among mankind, and to finiſh it! 
a like diligent application, in deluding the generality 
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OF THE DEVIL. 
race, and them as they came on gradually into life; 


ig he found the leſs difficult, becauſe of. che firit defec- 
pn, which ſpread like a contagion upon the earth im- 


ediately aſter. 
The firſt evidence we have of his ſucceſs i in this miſ- 


ey 
at the 
e rad 
fact. 


in thy 

r evous deſign was in the building that great ſtupendous 
poße e rcaſe, for ſuch it ſeems it was intended, called Babel, 
« hich, jf the whole world had not been drunk, or other- 


infatuated, they would never have untlertaken ; 
en Satan himſelf could never have prevailed with 
em to undertake ſuch a prepoſterous piece of work, 
it had neither end or means, pollibility or probabi- 
im it. 

I mal confeſs I am ſometimes apt to viadicare our ol 
4 in my choughts, from the charge itſelf, as "we 
nefally underſtand it; namely, that they really de- 
ned to build a tower which ſhould reach up to heaven, 
that it ſhould ſecure them in caſe of another flood; 
I father Caſaubon is of my opinion; whether I am of 
or nat is a queſtion by itſelf: his opinion is, that the 
ſuſion was nothing but a breach among the under- 
ers and directors of the work: and that the building 
5 defioned chiefly for a Rorehonſe for proviſions, in 
e of 2 ſecond deluge: as to their notion of its reach- 
up to heaven, he takes the exprefiiou to be allego- 
al rather than literal, and only to mean that it thould 
exceeding high: perhaps they meaht not be aſbrono- 
rs enaugh to meaſure the diſtance of ſpace between 
earth and heaven, as we pretend to do now; bat as 
gh was then alive, and as we believe all his three ſons 
e ſo too, they were able to have informed them how 
ur! it was to ſuppoſe either the one or the ocher; 
 (1,) that they could build ug to heaven; or, (2 J | 
t they could build fem enough to reſilt, or high 
ugh to overtop e waters, ſuppoſing ſuch another 
U ſhould happen: f would rat er think N was only 

t they intended to build a mo? gloria at ad magnifi- 
It etty, where they might all inkabit te gether; and 

t this tower was to be hilt for ornament, ard alſo for © 
avth, or as above, tor a ſtore Huſe (h lay up vaſt 
gizines of proviſions, ia Maſe of extraat * Hoc, 
diter events; the city being built in a Freat plain, 


kely, the plains of Shipar near the river Euphrnes. © 
1 Bt 


"x as 
5 4K * 
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to the happinets of mar, ſo the more pie oſterous it was 


thing, and, if poſſible, in every thing. 


into tribes or families; for by this every family fou 


dered of, for indeed it belongs to his hiſtory. 
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But the ſtory, as it is recorded, ſuits better with 8 

tan's meaſures at that time; aud as he was from the begins 

ning pron ping them to every thing hat was contrary 


: 


and the more inconſiſtent with comic ſenſe, the mon q 
10 his purpoſe; and it ſhewed the more what a compo. 
conqueſt he had gained over the reaſon as well as the 
religion of mankind at that time. | 
Again, it is evident in this caſe they were not onlp 
acting contraty to the nature of things, but contrary wil, : 
the deſign and to the command of Heaven: for Ge. 
command was, that they ſhould replenith the earth, tha 
iz, that they ſhould ſpread their babitations over it, and 
people the whole globe; yhereas they were pitching uM... 
one place, as if they were not to multiply ſufficieat u 
take up any more. |; x | 
But what cared the Devil for that? or, to put it: 
little handiomer, that was what Satan aimed at; fort 
was enough to him to bring mankind to act juſt contrary 
to what heaven had directed or commanded them in an 


But God himſelf put a ſtop to this fooliſh piece d 


work; and it was time indeed to do fo, for a madd gre 
thing the Devil himſelf never propoſed to them; 1 {a qua 
God himſelf put a ſtop to this new undertaking, and di this 
appointed the Devil; and how was it done? net Mme 
judgment and anger, as perhaps the Devil expected, an * 
hoped for, but as pit ying the ſimplicity ot that dreamig . 
creature man, he confuſed their ſpeech, or as ſome lane. 
divided aud confuſed their counſels, ſo that they cou og. 
not agree with one another; which would be the fan er: 


thing as not to underſtand one another; or he put a 6 
ſhibboleth upon their tongues, thereby ſeperating tne Co 


themſelves under a neceſſity of keeping together; al 
this naturally increaſed that diſterent jargon of langusg 
for at firlt it might be no more. 8 | 
Wnat a coniuſion this was to them we all know, | 
their being obliged to leave off their building, and id 
mediately ſeperating one from another; but what a {ut 
prize it was to the old ſerpent, that remains to be cl 


Satan had never met with any diſappointment in 
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e wicke!) attempts til naw; for, fir, he ſneceeded 
even to triumph upon Eve; he did the like upon Caiu; 
and, in thort, upon the Whole world, one man ( Noatry 
cbted: when he blended the ſons of God, and the 
ag ters of hell, for fo the wird N underſtood, together, 
a promiſcums voluptagus living as well as gener ation. 

As to the deluge, authors d not agreed whether it 
was 2 diſappointment to the Devil or not; it might bs 
indeed a ſurpriſe to him; for though Noah had preached 
of it for a hundred years together, yet as he (Satan) 
daily prompted” the people not to heed or believe what 
that old fellow Nadh ſaid to them, and to redigule his 
whimſical briilding a monRtrous tub to ſwim or float iu. 
when the {aid deſuge ſhould come; t am of th opinion 
he did not believe it himſelf. an am poũtive he could 
not ſoreſce it, by any unt gat into iuturity that he was 
maſter or. 

It is true, the 2 Irqnomers tell us. there was a very | 
terrible comer ſeen in the air; thit it appeared for 185 
Cays before the flood continually; and taat as it ap- 
froach? Ine trer and nearer every day all the while, fo. 
that at Iaft it bark aud ſell Cown'in a continual/ſrout or 
fream of water, being of watery ſabtance, and the 
quantity ſo great, that it was 40 days a falling: So that 
this comet, not only foretold the deluge or drowning of 

the earth, but actually performed it, ayd drowned it 
from itſelf, 

But to leave this tale to them that told it, let us eon- 
der the Devil, ſarprized, and a little amazed, at the 
eMforption or inundation, or whatever we are to call it, 
of the earth in the deluge; not, I fay, that he was 
much concerned at it, perhaps juſt the contrary ; and if 
God would drown it again, and as often as he thought 
kt, I do not ſee, by any thing I meet with in Sata n's 
hiſtory, or in the nature of him, that he would be at 5 
30 diturhed at it: all that I can ſee in it, that could 
dan any concern, would be, that all his Rane 
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wel were gone, and he had his work to do over again. to 
41: 
| co lay a foundation for a new conqueſt in the generation 
7 mat was to come: but in this his proſpect was fair e. 
e oy 


nough, for why ſhould he be diſcouraged, when he had 
; bow eight people to work upon, who met with ſuch ſue- 
ceſs when he had but two! And why fhould be qneſ- 

3 tion 
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-underſtandingabheir own peculiar ſpeech, and that oily 


ound cut countries reſpectively proper ſor their ſettling; 


ſing ſtill more and more land as their peopie increaſed, 
| 2411 at laſt the whole earth was ſcarce big enough for 
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tion breaking in now, where nature was already vitiatz 
and corrupted, when he had before conquered the ſang 
nature, when in its primitive rectit ude and purity, jul 
ceme out of the hands of its Maker, and fortified wit 
the awe of his high and ſolemn command juſt gi 
them, and the threatcning of death alſo annexed to c 
it broken ? 

But 1 go back to the affair of Babel: This confuſia 
of language, or cf counſels, take it which way you vi 
is the firſt diſappointment that I find the Devil met with 
in all his attempts and practiſes upon mankind, or up 
the new creatufe,, which I mentioned above; ſor no 
he foreſaw what would follow: namely, that the people 
would ſeperate and ſpread themſelves over the whok 
ſurface of the earth, and a thonſand new ſcenes of adi. 
would appear, in which he therefore prepares him 
to behave as he ſhould ſee occaſion. * 

How the Devil learned to ſpeak all the languages thu Hd 


were now to be uſed, and how many languages ther fg 


were, the ſeveral ancient writers of the Devil's ſtory; 
have not yet determined. Some tell us they were divided: 
only into 15, ſome into 72, others into 180, and other i is 
again into ſeveral thouſands. 

Ic alſo remains a doubt with me, and, I ſuppble, will 
be fo wich others alſo, whether Satan had yet found out 
a method to converſe with mankind, without the help d 
language and words, or not; ſeeing man has no other 
mechod of converſing, no not with himſeli, This I have 
not time to enter upon here: however, this ſeems plain 
to me, viz. That the Devil ſecn learned to make man- 

kind underſtand him, whatever language he ſpoke ; and 
no dcubt but he found ways and means to underitand 
them, whatever language they ſpoke. 

Atrer the contuſion of languages, the people neceſſarily 
ſorted themſelves into families and tribes, every family 


and theſe tamilies muſtiplying, grew into nations; and 
thale nations, wanting room, and ſeeking cut habita- 
tions, wancering ſome this way, ſome that, till they 


and there they became xingdoms, ipreading ard poſſeſ. 


them. 
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em. This preſented Satan with an opportunity to 
eak in upofi their Morals at another door, viz.' their 
ride; for men being naturally proud and envious, na- 
ons and tribes began to jAlle with one another for 
om. Eicher one nation enjoyed better accommodation, 
had a better ſil, or a more ſavourable climate than 
gother; and theſe, being numerous and ſtrong, thruſt 
he ol der out, and encroached upon their land: the other 
ling their ſituation, prepared for their defence : and 

began oppreflicn, invaſion, war, battle, and blood: 
tan all the while beating the drums, and his atten- 
ants clapping their hands as men do when they ſet dogs 

pon one another. 

The bringing mankind thus to war and conſuſion, as 
was the fir it game the Devil played after the con- 
wading the languages and diviſions at Babel, ſo it was 
conqueſt upon mankind purely deviliſh, born from hell, 
nd fo exa&ly tintured with Satan's original ſin 2 
ian, that it really transformed men into mere devils : 
or when is man transformed into the very image of 

tan himſelf, when he is turned into a mere Devil, if 
tis not when he is aghting with his fellow. creatures, 
od dipping his hands in the blood of his own kind ? 

et his piture be canſidered: The fire of hell flames or 
parkles in his eyes; a voracious grin ſits upon his coune 
enance ; rage and fury diſtort the muſcles of his face; ; 
vs paitions agitate his whole body; and he is, metamor- 
hoſed from a comely beauteons angelic creature, into a 
Jury, a ſatyr, a terrible and frightful monſter, nay, into 
Devil; for Satan himſelf. is deſcribed by the fame 
rord, which on his very account is changed. into a ſub- 
ſlantive, and the Devils are called Furies. 

The fowing the ſceds of ſtrife in the world, and 
ringing nations to ſight and make war upon one ano- 
her, wovld take np a great part of the Devil's hiſtorys 
nd abundance? of extraordinary things would occur in 
ating the particulars : for there have been very great 
onflagrations kindled in the world by the artifice of hell 
nder this head, viz. of making war; in which it has 
ben the Devil's maſter-picce, and he has indeed ſhewn 
Mmſelf a workman in it, that he has wheedled mankind 
to ſtrange unnatural notions of things, in order to pro- 


_- and ſupport the fighting principle in the world; 
13 : ſuch 


— — eo — 


* THE HISToRT 
Juch as ls of war, fair fighting, behaving like mil 
Bonouf, fighting to tlie laſt drop, and the like; by wh 
_ *-Elling and murdering is underſtood to be juſtifia 
- "Virtue, anda true greatneſs in ſpirit, is rated now 
rules which God never appointed; and the ſtandards 
Honour is quite different from that of reaſon, and of n 


ture. Pravery is denominated not from a fearlef; u 

Jaunted ſpirit in the juſt defiance of life and liberty, Me 
from a daring defianceof God and man, fighting killing» 
and treading under foot his fellow. creatures, at the of: 
dinary command of the officer, whether it be right le 
wrong, ard whether it be in a joſt defence of life, n 
our country's life, that is liberty; or whether it be in 
the &@pport of injury and oppreflion. he 


A prudei't avoiding cauſeleſs quarrel is called'cowart 
ice, and to take an affront, baſeneſs and meanneſs of fy 
rit; to refuſe fighting, ard putting life at a caſt ont] 
point of a ſword, a Practice forbid by the law of C 
and of all good government, is yet called cowardice 
and a man is bound to die duelling, or live and} 

"yt hed 2t. | 

*  *Phis trumping vp theſe imaginary things called br 
very ard gallantry, namirg them virtue and honour, 
all from the Devil's new management, and his ſubtilein 
- Ayencing the minds cf men to fly in the face of God ani 
nature, and to act againſt their ſenſes ; nor, but for Mer 
artifice in the management, could it be poſſible that ſuc 
inconſiſtencies could go down with mankind, or th 
could paſs fuch abſurd things among them for reaſoning 
ſor example, A is found in bed with B's wife; B ist 
perſon injured. «nd therefore offended ; and coming int 
the chamber, with his fword in his hand, A exclaim 
loudly, Why, fir you won't murder me, will you 
« As you are a man of honour, let me riſe and taken 
„ ſword.” r 

A very good ſtory indeed ! fit for nobody but the 
vil to put into any man's head: but ſo it is, B bein 
put in mind, ſorſooth, that he is a man of honour, ſtart 
back, and muſt act the honourable part ; ſo he lets! 
ret up, put on his cloaths, anc take his ſword: then the 
ſight, and B is killed for his honour ; whereas, had the 
Jaws of God. of nature, and of reaſon, taken place, 1 
adulterer and the adultreſs ſhould have been 2 

A r 
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iſoners, and carried before the judge; and being 
ven in the fact, ſhould have been immediately ſen- 


men 


wh 

ih ed, he to the block and ſhe ro the ſtake; and the 
ow W:nocent abuſed buſband had no reaſon to have run any 
lard g of his life for being made a cuckold. 


ut thus has Satan abuſed the reaſon of man; andifa 
an does me the greateſt i injury in the world, I muſt 
jo myſelf juſtice upon him by venturing my life upon 
even lay With bim, and mult fight him upon àn equal. 
avard. in which the injured perton is as often killed as 
he perſoa offering the injury. Suppoſe now it be in the 
ame caſe as above, a man abuſes my wife, and then to 
ive me ſatisfaction, tells me he will fight me, which 
he Freuch call doing me reaſen : ** No, fir, (ſay I) Jet 
me lye with your wife too; and then, if you defire 
(it, may fight you; then I am upon even terms with 
you.“ But this indeed is the 1eaſoning which the. 
D. vil bas brought mankind to at this day. But to go 
ack to the ſuhject, viz. the Devil bringing the nations 
6 fall out, and to quarrel for room in the world, and 
dto fight, i in order to diſpoſſeſs one another of their 
atiements ; This began at a time when certainly there 
ere places enough in the world for every one to chuſe 
n; and therefore the Devil, not the want of  elbow- 
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d ul em, muſt be the occaſion af it: and it is carried on 
or Meer ſince apparently rom the ſame intereſt, and by the 
t ſue eme original. 


But we. ſhall meet with this part again very often | in 
de Devil's Rory, and as we bring him farther on in the 
anagement of mankind. I therefore lay it by for the 
reſent, anc, come to the next ſteps the Devil took with 
ankind after the confuſion of languages; and this was 
n the affair of worſhip. I does not appear yet that 
ren the Devil was ſo bold, ls either, 

1. To ſet himſelf up to be worſhipped as A God; or 
rhich was ſtil} worſe, : 
2. To perſuade man to believe there waz no God at 


ſtart! to worſhip. ©. 

is B th theſe are introduced ſince the deluge; one in- 
they erde by the Devil, who ſoon found means to ſet himſelf 
d the fora God in many parts of the world, and holds it 


this day; but the laſt is brought in by the invention 


— in which it muſt be confeſſed man has * 
ne 
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ned the Devil; for to do Satan juſtice he never thougſt 
it could ever paſs upon mankind, or that any thing { 
groſs would go down with them; ſo that, in ſhort, thel 
modern cafnilts, in the reach of our days, have, I ſy} 
cutlinned the Devil. | 

As then both theſe are modern inventions, Satan went 
on graiunlyyz and, being to work upon human natun 
by itratagem, not by force, it would have been to 
grofs to havg ſet kimſfe!t up as an object of worſhip a 
fi: t ; it was to be done ſtep by ſtep. For example: 


_ g 


1. It was ſufficient to bring mankind to a negled d 
God to worſhip him by halves, and give little or 
no regard to his laws. and ſo grow looſe and immo. 
ral, in direct contradiction to his commands. T 
would not ga down. with them at firſt: ſo the Ds 

vil went on gradually. 

2, From à negiigence in wor{tipping the true God 
he by degrees introduced the worſhip of falſe Gods} 
and to introduce this he began with the ſan, moot, 

and ſtars, called in the hoſy text the hoſt of heaven 

Theſe had greater majeſty upon them, and ſcemel 
Fiter to command the homage of mankind: ſoit 
was not the hardeſt thing in the world to bring 
men, when they had once forgotten the true G 
to embrace the worſhip of ſuch Gods as thoſe. di 

3. Having thus dehauched their principles in worlkig en 
and led them from the true and only object of woe 
ſhip.to a falſe, i: was the eaſier to carry them o 
ſo in a few gradations more he brought them er 

dowyriglu idolatry : and even in th. idolatry hq” " 
proceeded gradually too; for he began with aut 
names, ſuch as were venerable in the thoughts d 
men, as Baal, or Bel, which, in Chaldaic and He 
brew, ſignifies Lord or Sovereign, or mighty and 
magnifffent ; and this was therefore a name aſcribed 
at firſt to the true God; but afterwards they. deb 
cended to make images and figures to repreſent him 


and then they were called by the ſame name, ® cke 
Baal, B alim, and afterwards Bel; from which. e 
an helli:X degeneracy, Satan brought mankind tos ha 
dore every block of their own he wing. and to wi fa 


ſhip ſlocks, ſtones, monſters, hobgohlings,and boy 
o! 
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ſ-rdid frightful thing, and at laſt the Devil 
np 0 himſelf .. | 7 OY ; 
th | 
110 Wat notions ſome people may entertain ef the ſor 


ry, I do not enquire here. 1 know they tell us ſtrange 


re from its primitive ſtate: but I, who pretend to 
ve ſo critically enquired into Satan's. hiſtory, can aſ- 
re you, and that from yery good authority, that the 
evil did not find it ſo eaſy a taſk to obliterate the 
owledge of the true Cod in the minds and conſciences 
men, as thoſe people ſuggeſt. 

It is true, he carried things a great length under the 


mmo⸗ 
Tix triarchal government of the firſt ages, but ſtill he was 
e De eo years bringing it to paſs; and though we have 


aſon to believe the old world, before the flood, was 
rived at a very great height of wickedneſs, and Ovid 
ry nobly deſcribes it by the war of the Titans againſt 
piter, yet we do not read that ever Satan was come 


eme do read of wars carried on agaialt them; whether 
* {o nas one nation againſt another, or only perſonal, we 
bring not tell! but the world ſeemed to be ſwallowed up 
Gee, Ii life of wickedneſs, that is to ſay, of luxury and 
, dneſs, rapine and violence; and hers were giants 
rip Wong them, and men of renown, that is to ſay, men 
wol red for their mighty valour, great actions of war, we 
n on ſuppoſe, and their ſtrength, who perſonally oppoſed 

ers. We read of no conſiderable wars indeed; but 


is not to be doubted but there were ſuch wars, or elſe 


awſul's to be underſtood that they lived (in common) a life 
its ono what like the brutes, the ſtrong devouring the 
He; for the text ſays, „the whole earth was filled 
y and ith violence ; ” hunting and tearing one another in 

ces, either-for dominion or for wealth, either for am- 


V deſ ion or for avarice, we know not well which. 

- him Thus fer the old antediluvian world went; and v 

e, Mcked they were, there is no doubt of that: But we 
ch. e rea:on to believe they were no idolaters. The De- 
! too bad got brought them that length yet: perhaps it 
would ſoon have ollowed, but the deluge intervened. 

ere iter the deluge, as 1 have ſaid, he had all his work : 
ford | | to 


ardneſs of the firſt ages of the world to run into ido, 


ings, of its being the product of mere nature, one res 


ſuch a length as to bring them to idolatry. Indeed - 
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to do Gr again, and he went on by the ſame g 
Firſt he brought them to violence and war; then tg 
preſſion and tyranny ;* then to neglect of true worlhy 
then to falſe worſhip; and then idolatry, by the 
natural conſequence of the thing. Who were the f 
nation or people that fell from rhe worſhip of thet 
. God, is ſomewhat hard to determine; the Devil, 
certairly of aff God's creatures is beſt able to "Infor 
having left;vs nothing upon record on that tulged, 
we have reaſon to believe it was thus introduced: 

Nimrod was the grandſun of Ham. Noah's ſecond 
the ſame who was curſed by his father for expofingy 
in his drunkenneſs. This Nimrod was the firt wh 
it ſeems, Satan picked out for an hero. 11zre he i 
red him with ambitions thonghrs, dreams of emp 
and having the government of all the reſt, that is tif 
univerſal monarchy z the very fame bait with which] 
has played upon the frailty of princes, and enſnared 

eateſt of them ever ſince, even from his, Moſt Aus 
Imperial Majeſty King Nimrod the Firſt, to his 
Chriſtian Majeſty Louis XIV. and many a mighty} 
narch between. 

When theſe mighty monarchs and men of fame 
off the ſtage, the world had their memories in ell 
many ages after; and as their great actions wen 
otherwiſe recorded than by oral tradition, and the torg 
and memories of fallible men, time, and the culton 
magnitying the paſt actions of kings, men ſoon fabled 
their hiſtories, Satan aſũſting, into miracle and wond 
Hence their names were had in veneration mores 
more: ſlatues and buſtoes, repreſenting their perl 
and great actions, were ſet up in public places, tif 
heroes and champions, they made gods of them ; i 
thus (Satan prompting) the world was quickly fi 
with idols. 

This Nichrod is he, who, according to the recal 
opipion, though 1 do not find Satan's hiſtory exactlye 
curring with it, was firſt called Belus, then Baah, 
worſhipped in moſt of the eaſtern countries under 
names: fnnetimes with additions of firnames, acc 
ing to the feveral countries, or people, ar tows, vi 
he was particularty jet up, as Baak Per, Baal-Z:pd 
Baal-Phegor, and in other places plaiu Daal, as Jup 
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ter times had the like additions; as Jupiter Am- 


wa Ny Jupiter Capitolinus, Jupiter-Piſtor, Jupiter- Fere - 
101 % and about 10 or i2 Jupiters more. 5 


muſt acknowledge, that I thiak it was a maſter piece 
ell, to bring the world to idolatry as ſoon after they 
| had ſuch an eminent example ot the infinite power 
he true God, as was ſeen in the deluge, and particu- 
y in the eſcape of Noah in the ack; to bring them 


> en before Noah or his ſons were dead) to forget 
oy ole hand it was, and give the homage of the world 
ll name, and that a name of a mortal man, dead and 
90 ten, who was famous for nothing whea he was alive 
„ blood and war: I ſay, to bring the world to ſet up 


ure of him for a god, it was firſt a mark of moſt 
guous ſtupidity in the whole race of men, a mon- 
bus degeneracy from nature, and even from common 
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refffÞle craft and ſubtility in the Devil, who had now 
ten the people into fo full and complete a manage» 
nt, that, in ſhort, he could have brought them, by 
lame rule, to have worſhipped any thing; and in a 
le white more, did bring many of them to worthip 
elf, plain Devil as he was, and knowing him to be 
s to the antiquity of this horrible deſection of man-. 
d, though we do not find the beginning of it p-rti- 
larly recorded; yet we are certain it was not Tong 
er the conſuſion ct Babel: for Nimrod, as is faid 
no more than Noah's great grandſon. aud Nah 
lelf, I ſuppoſe might be alive ſome years after 
mrod was horn; and as Nimrod was not lung dead, 
ore they for got he was a tyrant and and a murderer, 


was not long dead: for Nimrod was born in the 
ar of the world 1847, and built Babylon the year 
79; and we find Terah, the father of Abraham, who 
ed from the year 1879, was an idolater,. as was 
ubtlets Bethuel, who was Terah's graudion for we 
d Laban, who was Bethuel's ſon, was ſo, and al this 
dur ing the life of the firſt poſtdiluvian faraily ; for 
rah was born within 193 years aſter the flood, and 
gears belore Noah was dead; and even Abrakam 
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nothing, this mere name, nay, the very image and 


e; and in the next place, it was a token of an in-' 


d made a Baal, that is, a lord or idol of him: I jay” 


. 


— 
0 = 
ww bu 


wo * l ny 8 * - . | of" : EY | 
' $08 2 THE HISTORY . 
himſelf was 58 years old before Noah died ; andy 


- idolatry had been then, in all 6 "oy | 
years pi actiſed in the world. 


* - N. B. It is worth remark here, what a terrible 
| vantage the Devil gained by debauching poorNad 
and drawing him into the fin of drunkenneſs: 
by this, as I faid, he ſilenced and ſtopped the may 
of the great Preacher of righteouſneſs, that faq 

| and Patriarch of the whole world; who not bei 
able, for the ſhame of his own foul miſcarriage, 
pretend to inſtruct or reprove the world any mog 

the Devil took hold ot them immediately; and, 

want of a prophet to warn and admonith, run thy 

little rf religion which therg might be left in She 

* And Japhet, quite out of the world, and deluge | 
them all in Alatry. 


How long the whole world may be ſaid to be thi 
overwhelmed in ignorance and idolatry, we may mak 
ſome tolerable guels at by the hiſtory of Abraham; 
it was not till God called him from his father's hound 
that any ſuch thirg as a church was eſtabliſhed in tl 
world ; noreven then, except i ip his own family and ſues 
"ceſſors, for almoſt 400 years aſter that call; and till Gal 
© brought the Iſraelites back out of Egypt, the wholi 
world may be ſaid to be involved in idolatry and Dei e 

 worf\,i iP. 8: 

So abſolute a conqueſt had the Devil made over wan eſe 
kind immediatly after the flood, and all taking its 5 
and beginning at the fatal defeat of Noah, who, had 

lived untaiated and invulnerxble, as he had done it 
600 years before, would have gone a great way i 
have ſtemmed the torrent of wickedneſs which broke i 
upon mankind; and therefore the Devil, I ſay, was ver 
cunning, and very much in the right of it, take him Meet 
a mere Devil. to attack Noah perſonally, and give hit 
a a blow fo ſoon. 
It is true, the Devil did not immediately raze out Mt 
notion of religion, and of a God, from the minds of mei in 
nor could he eaſily ſuppreſs the principle of worſhip and 
homage to be paid to a Sovereign Being, the aher 
nature, and guide of the world. The Devil ſaw there 0 
clearly in the firſt ages of the new world; and ti 


fork 
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as I have ſaid, he proceeded politically, and by 


That it was ſo, is evident from the tory of 
ob and his three friends; who, if we may take it for 


-» 


5 the length of Job's life, and by the family of Eliphaz 
he Temanite, who, it is manifeſt, was t leaſt grand- 
n 2 great grandſon to Eſau, Tſaac's eldeſt fon ; and by 

ge of Abimelech, King of Gerar, to Abraham, 
nd 7 to Jacob, both the latter being at the ſame 
ime [dolaters : I ſay, if we may judge of it by all th 
ere were ſtill very ſound not ions of religion in 
zinds of men; nor. ond Satan, with all his cunning 


policy, ene e, and root them out of the 
una ds of the pe 
* i upon taking new meaſures to keep 
elch his-intereff, and, . the hold he got upon man- 


ind; ang this — was, like himſelf. ſubtile and po- 
tie to Me laſt degree, as his whole hiſtory makes ap- 
ar fort, ſeeing he found they could not but believe 
being of a God, and that they. would needs worſhip 
mething, at is evident he had no game left him to play . 
t this; namely, to ſet up wrong notions of worthip, 
d bring them to a ſalſe worſhip inſtead of a true, ſup- 
bling the object worſhipped be mul the ſame. b 

Te finifh this ſtratagem, he firſt inſinuates, that the 
ie God was a terrible, a dreadful, unapproachable be- 
jg: that to ſee him was ſo frightful, that it would be 
eſent death: that to worſhip him immediately, was a 
eſumption which would provoke his wrath ; and that, 
he was a conſuming fire in himſelf, fo he would burn 

þ thoſe in his anger that dared to offer up any facritice 
him, but by the interpoſition of ſome medium, which 
ght receive their adorations in his name. 

Hence it occurred preſently, that ſubordinate gods 
fre to be found out, and ſet up, to whom the 
ipht pay the homage due to the Su , "and 
om they might worſhip in his name. This I take 
the moſt-ancient account of idolatry mthe world; 
Ir indeed could the Devi! himſelf find ont any _ 
alon why men ſhould canonize, or rather defy, their 
nces and men of fame, and them after t 
re re dead, as if they could fave them fro a death 
ty, who rent; to ſave themſe?ves etl 


n hiſtory, not a fable, and may judge of the time of it 
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” +hey-were alive: much leſs could Satan bring mag 
{wallow fo * ſo abſurd a ching, as the bowing ti 
knee to a ſtock or a ſtone, a calf, an ox, a lion, 1 
© the image or figure of a calf, ſuck as the Iſraelites may 
” ar Mount Sinai, and 'fay,'**Fueſe be thy geds, O Ural 
«who! brought thee out of the land of Egypt.“ | 
_ Having-thus, I ſay, brought them to ſatisfy then 
Aelves that they worſhipped the true God, and no other 
under the figures and appearances which they made i 
repreſent him, it was eaſy after that to worſhip 1 
ning for the true God: and thus, in a few ages, the 
worthipped nothing but idols, even throughout the wh de 
world; nor has the Devil lot his hold in ſome paris e. 
the world, nay, nat in moſt parts of the world, to Met 
day. He holds (GH ail the eaſtern parts of Aſia, h 
ſbuthern parts of Africa, and the northern parts of Eu Þ! 
rope; and in them, the vaſt countries China aer. 
Tartary, Perfia and India, Guinea, Ethiopia; Zanque 
har, Congo. Angbla, Monomotapa, &c. In which, eur 
cept Ethiopia, we find no veſtiges of any other worſbig 2 
bunt that of idols, monſters; and even the Devil himſel I 
gil after the coming ot our Saviour; and even then, e 
it be true that the goſpel Was preached in the Indies a . 
China by St Thomas, and in other remote countries H“ 
ather of the Apoſtles, we ſee that, whatever ground Su "* 
tan loſt, he ſeems to have recoverd it again; and 
Aſia and Africa are at preſent over-run with paganiſm@ 
Mehometaniſm, which I think of the two is rather tht 
worlt 3” beſides all America, a part of the world, as ſom 
(ay, equal in bigneſs to all the other, in which the Ds 
vil's kingdom was nevet interrupted from its firſt beit; 
inhabited, whenever it was to the firſt diſcovery oft 
by the Eur opian nations in the 16th century. 
In a word, the Devil got whit we may call an ent 
victory over mankind, and drove the worſhip of the tr 
Gods, in a manner, quite out of the world, forcing, 458 
were, his Maker, in a new kind of creation, the old on 
. proving, thus ineffectual, to recover a certain number. 
force. and mere omnipotence, to return to their duth 
ſerve him, aud worthip him. Bat of that hereafter. 
e 3 NS ee ee 24 wa if 
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then, How he al tacted them FOO 5 and bis wa. in 
other % attacks... 7 abs 
75 i ATAN having, asT have faid in the preceeding ke? 
„ they ter, made. as it were, à full conqueſt of mankird. 
who debzuched them all to idolatry, and brought them at 
irs least, to worthip the true God by the wretched medium 

o et corrupt and idolatrous repreſentations, God ſeemed 

1, che to have no true ſervants or worſhippers left in the world ; 
Evo, if I may de allowed to ſpeak ſo, was obliged, in 


order to reſtore the world to their ſenſes again, to call a. 
ſelect number out ſrom among the reſt, who he bimicelf 


and worſhip him as be required to be worſhipped 4 this, 
I ay God was obliged to do, becauſe it is evident it has 
not been done ſo much by the choice and coupſel of 


en, if 

men; for Satan would have overruled that part, as by the 
es H pwer and energy of ſome ir reſiſtable and invineible ope- 
1 9: ration; and this our divines give high names to: But be; 
d Wt what they will, it is the ſecond deteat or diſappoint» = 


world : the firſt, I have ſpoken of already. 
ſous It is true, Satan very well under ſlood what was threa- 
DAY tened to him in the original promiſe to the woman im- 


itz mediately after the fall, namely, . Thou thalt bruiſe his 


bead,“ &c. ; but he did not expect it ſo ſudden}y;, but k 

thous ht hi -mſel! ſure of mankind, till the falneſs ol time, f 
aun when the Meſſiah mould come; and therelore it Was 2 
un £7cat ſurprize to him, to ſee that Abraham, being 
iwas ſo immediately received and eſtabliihed, though he 
did not ſo immediately tollow the voice that direct 2 
jet in him, in his loins, was a $96.4 church at that Lupe , 
contained. 

In the calling Ab wache it is eaſy to 2 chat there, 
was no other way for God to form a church, that is to 
ſay, to ſingle out a people to himſelf, as the world was 
then tated, bat by immediate, revelation, - aud à voice. 

K 2 frem 
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undertook ſhould. own his Godhead, or ſupreme authority, 


4 


i 
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ment that the Devil has met with in his progreſs in the 


oe calling. a 1 our. If the midi of >" * 
rl; and -4/. Satan's Neu meaſures upon that incidents 


| 
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from heaven; alt mankind were gone over to the big 
my, overwhelmed in idolatry; in a word were engaged 
to the Devilz God Almighty; or, as the Scripture diſtic 
guiſhes him, the Lord, the true God, was out of the queſ 


tron; mankind knew little or nothing of him; much la 
did they know any thing of his worſhip, or that then 
was ſuch a being in the worlxd0. 
Well might it be ſaid the Lord appeared to A 
Gen ii. 7. for if God had not appeared himſelf, he mul 
have ſent a meſſenger from heaven; and perhaps it wu 
io too, for he had not one true ſervant or worſhipper 
that we know of then on earth, to ſend on that errand; 
no prophet, no preacher of righteouſneſs : Noah vu 
dead, and had been fo above ſeventeen years; and if he 
had not, bis preaching, as I obſerved, after his great mil 
is © carriage, brad but hittſe effect: We are indeed told; that 
Noah leſt behind him eertain rules and orders for the true 
it  worlhip of God, which were called the precepts of Noah, 
and remained in che world for a long time; tho? how 
written, when neither any letters, much leſs writing 
were known in the world; is a difficulty which remain, 
to be folves; and this makes me look upon thoſe Jaws 
culled che precepts' of Noah to be a modern invention, as 
1 do'alfo the Ahbabetum Neachi, which Bachart pretends 
to give an account ccf. 8 * 
Bat to leave that ſiction, and come back to Abraham; 
God called him, whether at firſt by voice without ary 
wigon, whether in a dream, or night viſion, which was 
very lignificant in thoſe days, or whether by ſome awful 
appearatice, we know not ; the ſecond time, it is indeed 
ſaid exprefily; God appeared to him: be it which way it 
will, God himſelf called him, ſhewed him the land of Ca: 
naany gave him the promiſe of it for his poſterity, and 
wittalgaychim ſuch a faith, that the Devil ſoon found 
there x; no room for him to meddle with Abraham. 
It is certain, ve do not read, that the Devil ever ſo much 
as attempted Abraham at all: ſome will ſuggeſt, that the 
command to Abraham to go and offer up his ſon Iſazc, 
WT was 2 temptation of the Devil, if poſſible, to defeat the 
gor tous work of God's calling an holy ſeed into the 
world; For firſt, if Abraham had diſobeyed that call, the 
new favotitite had been overcome, and made a rebel of; 


WY or; £condy, IF he bad obeyed, then the promiſed fed 
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been cut off, and Abraham defeated but the tent 
xpreſs, that God himſelf propoſed it to Abraham, I 
not Hart the ſuggeſlions of the critics, in har of the = 
red oracle- E i408 . A tand 20 i 
Be it one way or other, Abraham ſhewed A herolike 

th and courage; and, if the Devil had been the a ther 
it; he had ſeen himleli diſappointed in both his views z, 
by Abraham's ready and bald compliance, as belie- 

it to be God's command; and( 2.) by the divine gouns! 
mand of the execution, juſt a the fatal xniſe was Eft- 


u 6 1 7 ' # a*. 3 Gebern 
— if the Devil leſt Abraham, and made nd: attack 
don him, ſeeing him invulner able, he made himfelf 2+ 
enes upon the other branch of his family, his poor ne- 
bew Lot; who, notwithſtanding he v ſo immediately . 
nder the particular care f heaven, as chat the angel who | 
as ſent to deſtroy Sodom, could do nothing. till he was. 
it of it; and who, tho? after he had left Zoar, and was. 
tired into a cave to dwell, yet the ſubtile Devil found 
im out, deluded his two daughters, took an advange, 
age of the {right they had been in about Sodom and Go- 
orrah, made them believe the whole world was-burnt. 
00, as well as thoſe. cities, and that in ſhort, they-cocld 
ver have any huſbands, &c., and ſo, in their abundant 
oncern to repeople the world, and that the race of, ntan- 
ind might not he deſtroy ed, they go and he with their 
wa father; the Devil telling them doubtleſs, how: to: do 
by intoxicating his head with xine; in all which Rory,.. 
thether they were not as drunk as their father, ems 
0 be a queſtion ;_or elſe they could not have ſuppoſed 
|| the men in the earth were conſumed, when they Her 
* the little city Zoar had been preſerved tor their 
NI RENE: I WOOL ee 0 $44 
This now was the third conqueſt Satan obtained by the 
ult of human appetite ;' that is to ſay, ance. bx cating, and. 
vice by drinking, or. drunkenneſs; and Hi the lai was 
be worſt, and molt ſhameful; for Lot,however hig daugh- 
ers managed him, could not pretend he did not under - 
and what the ſtrength of wine was; and one would 
ave thought, after fo terrible a. judgment as that of So-. 
dom was, which was, as we may ſay, executed before his 
ace, his thoughts ſhould, have been too ſolemnly engaged 
a praiſing God for ſparing his liſe, to be made di unk, 
and that two nights together. : 9 
K 3 Bot. 
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But the Devil played his game ſure, he fer hiviw 
daughters to work; and as the Devit's — 
fail, fo he ſecured his by that helliſh ſtratagem of dell 
ing the daughters to think all the world was conſumy 
but they two, aad their father: To be ſure the old ay 
could not ſuſpect that his daughters was ſo wicked 
as indeed it was, or that they intended to-debauch hin 
8 and make him drink till he knew not wha 
= . . D i 
Nor che Devil, having carried his game here, gaiad 
24 great point; for as there were but two religious fam 
1H lies im the world before, from hence a twofold ration 
might be ſuppoſed to riſe, religious and righteous I. 
| their parents, viz. that of Abraham, and this of Lot; mut 
crime ruined/the hopes of one of them; it could no mono; 
be faid that jaſt Lot was in being, who vexed his rights 
ous foul from day to day with the wicked behaviour of E 
' the people of Sodom; righteous Lot was degenerate 
if into drunken inceftnqus Lot; Lot fallen from what he 
was, to be a wicked and uurighteous man; no pattern 
WT cf virtue, age, but a poor fallen d H 


no reprover of the 
grew atriarch, ho could now no more reprove or et 
bort, but 
repent» and ſee the poor mean excuſer of al three: 


k down and be aſhamed, and nothing todo bu 


== - Hays, The ſerpent beguiled me, and I did cat. i 
+ "Noah fays, ———— My grandſon beguiled me, or til 
es beguiled me, and I did drink. In 
Lot ſays, My daughters beguiled me, and. I alſo di 


It is obſervable, that as I ſaid above, Noah was f 

lenced, and his preaching at an end, after that one | 

action; the like may be faid of Lot; and, in ſhort, we Hi 

never hear one word more of either of them after it; | 

as for mankind, but were uſeleſs to them; and as H. 

| | themſelves, we neyer read of any of their repentancy 
| nor have we much reaſon to believe they did repent- 

Li From this attack of the Devil upon Lot, we hear 8 
more of the Devil being ſo bufily employed as be h 
been before in the world; he had indeed but little worid 
do; for all the reſt of the world was his own, lvlles 
' afleep under the witchcraft of idolatry, and are fo I 


as. * 
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But it could not be og ta the Dr ay ley as 
don as God called himſel Ie l aa ok 
| at reſt till ke attacked them. %s | 


« Where-ever God am wp howld eme 
% The Devil always ayes a chapd there,” 


Abeba indeed wan off the ſtage PREY 8 fo ad 
faac too; they were a kind of firſt rate faints; we da 
x ſo much as read of any failing they had, or of any 
ting the Devil had ever the face to offer them; ante # 
rith Jacob either; if you will excuſe him for beguiling 4 
is brother Eſau of both his birthright, and his bleſſing t 

it he was duty enough with all his — for 3 


ple, 


He ſent Judah to his ſheep- Wee and TIER 
whore (Tamar) in his way, in the poſture of temp - 
tation; ſo made him commit inceſt and 2 | 
both together. 

He ſent inceſtuous Reuben to le with his father's cans - 
cubine Billa. | 

He ſent Dinak to-the ball, to dance with the Sbeche⸗ 
mite ladies; and play the whore. with their maſter. 

He d Simeon and Levi at the ſuppoſed injury, 
and then prompted them to revenge, for bi of 
their father heartily curſed them. — SA * | 

He ſet them all together to fall upon poor Joſeph, firſt Þ 
to murder him intentionally, and then any en 
him to the Midianites. 

He made them ſhew the party - coloured coat, 0 tell 
a lie to their father, to make the poor old man be- 
lieve Joſeph was killed by a lion, c. 

He ſent Potipharꝰs wife to attack Joſeph's chaſtity, and” 
filled her with rage at the difappomtment. . 

He taught Joſeph to ſwear by the life of Pharaoh. | 


Ina word, he Jodanche#the while 898 Ben- 

min; and never man had ſuch a ſet of ſons; ſo wieked, 

ad ſo notorious, after ſo good an introduction into the 

orld as they all of them Bad, to-be fre: for Jacob,.no 

| * gave them as good inſtructions as the circumſtan- 

of hi wandring condition would · allow him to 5 p 
e 
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We muſt now conſider the Devil and his affairs ing 
quite different ſituation: when the world ficſt appeared, 
peopled by the creating power at God, he had only 
Adam and Eve to take care of, and I think he plied * 
time with them to purpoſe enough: after the deluge he 
had Noah only to pitch upon, and he quickly conquered 
him by the inſtigation of his grandion. 
At the building of Babel, he guided them by heir ae 
ting all in a body as one man: ſo that, in ſhort, he mans 
ed them with eaſe, taking them as a body politic; aul 
we find they came into his ſuare as one man; but, how! 
the children of Iſrael multiplying in the land of their bans 
dage, and God ſeeming to ſhe w a particular, concern far 
them, the Devil was obliged to take new meaſures, ſtand 
at a diſtance, and look on for ſome time. 
The Egyptians were plagued even without his help? 
for, tho“ the,cunning artiſt, as I faid, . Rood and looked 
on, Jet he durlt not meddle; nor could he make a fey 
ice, the leaſt and meaneſt of the armies of inſects railed 
to afflict the Egyptians, . 
However, when he perceived that God reſolved i 
bring the Iſraelites out, he prepared to attend them, to 
watch them, and be at hand upon all the wicked occaſions 
that might offer; as if he had been fully ſatisfied ſuch oe 
caſions would en and that he ſhould not fail to have a 
opportunity to draw them into ſome ſaare or other; and 
that therefore ĩt was his buſineſs not to be out of the way 
but to be ready (as we ſay) to make his market of then 
in the beſt manner he could: How many ways be at 
tempted them, nay, how many times he conquered then 
ig their journey, we ſhall ſee preſently. | 
- Firſt he put them in a {right at Baal Zephon, when 
he thought he had drawn them into a nooſe, and where 
he ſent Pharoah and his army to block them up betwealil . - 
the mountains of Phihahiroth and the RedSea ; but rhet 
indeed Satan was outwitted by Moſes, ſo far as it is eats 
ed to be an human action; for he little thought of theſ De 
going dry-footed thro” the ſea, but depended upon hat: 
ing them all cut in pieces the next morning by the Ei 
tians; an Eminent proof, by the way, that the Devil 7p 
no knowledge of events, or any inſight into futurity; 1 
that he has not ſo much as a ſecond ſight, or knows Wl - 
day what his Maker intends to do to morrow; for, cat 
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in n known that,God intended to ford them over the 

ate if de had not been able to have prevented the Mira 

" | he would certainly have prevented the eſcape, by 
15 


ding out Pharaoh and his army time enough to have 
en the ſtrand before them, and ſo have driven them 
the neceſſity of travelling on foot round the north 
it of that ſea, by the wilderneſs' of Etan, where he 
uld have purſued and haraſſed them with bis cavalry, 


mag, N in all probability have deſtroyed them: bot the blind 
an +. 5ohted Devil, perfectly in the dark, and unacquain- 
or with futurity, knew nothing of the matter, was as 
* ch deceived as Pharaoh hirafelf, ſtood ſtill flattering 
n 10g 


pſelf with the hopes of his booty and the revenge he 
d take upon them the next morning; till he ſaw 
frighted waves in an uproar, and to his utter aſto- 
ment and conſufion, ſaw the paſſage laid open, and 
les leading his vaſt army in full march over the dry 
e; nay, even then it is very probable Satan did not 
dw, that if the Egyptians followed them, the ſea 
ud return upon and overwhelm them; for 1 can 


dy think ſo hard of the Devil himſelf, that if he had 
n, 1 would have ſuffered, muck leſs prompted Pharaoh to 
aon on the chace at fach an expence ; ſo that either he 
* ſt be an ignorant unforeſeeing Devil, or a very un- 


| 
teful falſe Devil to his friends the Egyptians. + | 
am inclined alſo to the more charitable opinion of, 1 
an too, becauſe the eſcape of the Ifratlites. was really | 
mph over himſelf ; for the war was certainly his, 
it leaſt he was auxiliary to Pharaoh; it was a victory | 
hell and Egypt together; and he would never have | 
red the diſgrace, it he had known it_beforchand ; | 
is to ſay, tho? he could not have prevented the eſcape 
[rael, or the dividing the water, yet he might have 
ned the Egyptians, and cautioned them not to venture 
er them. SE cvs KA 3 
"ut we ſhall ſee a great many weak ſteps taken by 
Devil in the affair of this very people, and their 
[years wandering in the wilderneſs; and tho? he was. 
me things ſucceſsfnl and wheedled them into many 
band miſerable murmurings and wranglings axdlale | 
and mutinies againſt poor Moſes, yet the Devil was 
tines baulked and diſappointed; and it isfor this rea- 
Mat I chuſe to finiſh the firſt part of his hiſtory with 
the 
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the particular relation of his behaviour among the Tui 
becauſe alſo we do not find any extraordin » thingy 
| pening any where elſe-in the world for above cne th 
ſand five hundred years, no variety, no revolutions; 
the reſt of mankiad Jay ſtill under his yoke, qui ( 
mitted to his government, did juſt as he bad them, wa 
ſhipped every idol he ſet up, and, in à word, he Bad! 
difficulty with any body hut the ſews and for this rea 
Jay, this part of his Rory will be the more uſetul and 
ſtructing. FF | 
To return therefore to Moſes, and his dividing t 
Red Sea, that the people went over or thro' it, that 
have the ſacred hiſtory for; but how the Devil behang 
that you muſt not come to me for, for I know not whe 
1 vou will find a true account of it, at leaſt not in prints 
1. It was in the night they marched thre“; wha 
tze Devil faw it in the dark or not, that is not my bal 
neſs. "1 PIP * „ $A 
Bat when he had day light for it, and viewed 
next day's work, I make no queſtion but all hell ſelt 
fſurprize, the prey being thus ſnatched out of their hai 
unexpectedly. It is true the Egyptians hoſt was ſent! 
him in their room; but that was not what he aimed eat 
for he was ſure enough of them in his own way, it 
was not juſt. at that time, yet he knew What g 
who they were; but as he had devoured the -wit 
Iſcaetitifti lroſt in his, imagination, to the tune of at ls 
a million and an haſf of ſouls; men, women and child 
it was, no doubt, a great diſappointment to the Deu 
miſs his prey, and to fee them all triumphing on 
dther fide in ſafety. by 
Ibis true, Satan's annals do not mention this eel 
for hiſtorians are generally backward to regiſter tit 
own misfortunes ; but as we have an account of the ef 
ſrom other hands, ſo as we cannot queſtion the tru the 
it; the nature of the thing will tell us it was a dem 
pꝰin ment to the Devil, and a very great one too., 
I cannot bat obſerve here, that I thiok this part i 
_ Devil's hiſtory very entertaining, becauſe of the great thin 
tiety of incidents which appear in every part of it; erat 
times he is like a hnnted fox, curvetting and counter? 
ning to avoid his being put ſued and found out, wid c 
the ſame time he is carrying on his ſecret deſigns to N, a 
4 f , . p 
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people he pretends to manage, into ſome ſnare or 
ler, to their hurt; at another time, though the compa» 
m is a little too low for his dignity like a monkey 
at has done miſchief, and which, making his own eſcape, 
and chatters at a diſtance, as if he had triumphed in 
at he had done : ſo Satan, when he had drawn them 
to worſhip a calf, to offer ſtrarge fire, to ſet up a 
iſm, and the like; and fo to bring the divine vengeance 
jon themſelves ; leaving them in their diſtreſs, kept at 
ditance, as if he looked on with ſatisfaction to ſee 
m burnt; ſwallowed up, ſwept away, and the like; 
the ſeveral ſtories relate. | 
His indefatigable vigilance is, on the other hand, an 
ual caveat, as well as an improving view to us; no 
ener is he routed and expoſed, deteated and difappoint- 
in one enterpriſe, but he begins another, and like a 
nring gladiator, warily defends himſelf, boldly attacks 
enemy at the ſame time. Thus we ſee up and down, 
nquering and conquered, through -this whole part of 
6 ſtory, till, at laſt, he receives a total defeat; of which 
u ſhall hear in its place: In the mean time, let us take 
his Rory agaia at the Red Sea, where he receiverl a 
eat blow, inſtead of which he expected a complete vic- 
ry; for, doubtleſs the Devil, and the king of Egypt 
at . thought of nothing but conqueſt at Phihahiroth, 
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However, though the triumph of the Iſraelites over 
at Egyptians muſt needs have been a great mortification” 
1dr the Devil, and exaſperated him very much, yet the 
Devinlequence was only this; viz. that Satan, like an ene- 


who is baulked and defeated, but not overcome, re- 
ubles his rage, and reinforces his army, and what the 
zyptians could not do for him, he reſolves to do for him- 
r Me: In order then to take his opportunity for what'miſ- 
lief might offer, being defeated, and provoked, I fay, 
the ſlur that was put upon him, he reſolves ta follow 
em into the wilderneſs, and many a vile prank he play- 
chem there; at firſt, he ſtraitens them for water, ind 
des them murmur againſt God, and againſt Moſes, 


real hin a very few days, nay, hours, of their greateſt de- 
ecrance of al. Ne e 
ter e Nor was this all, but in leſs than one year more we 
Ane d chem (atchis inſtigation too) ſetting up a golden 


1 __ making all the people dance about it at ny” 0 
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| Sinai; even when God himſelf had but juſt before 
peared to them in the terrors of a burning fire upon 
top of the mountains: and what was the preten; 
Truly nothing, but that they had loſt Moſes, who uſe 
be their guide, and he had hid himſelf in the mount, 
had not been ſeen for forty days; ſo that they could! 
tell what was become of him. This put them all j 
confuſion : a poor pretence indeed, to turn them all ba 
to idolatry! But the watchful Devil took the hint, pi 
ed the advantage, and inſinuated that they ſhould ney 
ſee Moſes again; that he was certainly devoured by u 
turing too near the flames of fire in the mount, and pn 
ſuming upon the liberty he had taken before: In a wor 
that God had deſtroyed Moſes, or he was ſtarvedi 
death for want of food, having been forty days a 
forty nights abſent. - | 
All theſe were, it is true, in themſelyes moſt fooli 
ſuggeſtions, conſidering Moſes was admitted to the vili 
of God, and that God had been pleaſed to appear toi 

in the moſt intimate manner; that, as they might d 
pend God would not deſtroy tis faithful ſervant, ſo iꝶ 
might have concluded he was able to ſupport his bei 
without food as long as he thought fit: but to a peo 
ſo eaſy to believe any thing, what could be too grols i 
the Devil to perſuade them to? | | Joi 
A people who could dance round a calf, and ea 
their God, might do any thing; that could ſay to os 
another, that this was the great Jehovah, that brony 
them out of the land of Egypt; and that within ſo ru. 
days after God's miraculous appearance to them, and | 
them; I ſay, ſuch a people were really fitted to bet 
poſed upon; nothing could be too groſs for them. 
This was indeed his firſt conſiderable experiment up fee: 
them as a people, or as a body; and the truth is, W 
affairs required it; for Satan, who had been a ſueceſiſi 
Devil in malt of his attempts upon mankind, could hard 
doubt of ſucceſs in any thing, after he had carried N 
point at mount Sinai: te bring them to- idolatry in Mato 
very face. of their deliverer, and juſt after the deli 


age? It was more aſtonithiug in the main than en ion 
their paſſing the Red Sea: in a word, the Devil's bein! 
hiſtory rn equally ſurpa ber 
2g». ERS | | # a «$4. a" "0% As AVE 2.7 468-4 6 4 
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hat was Moſes's partner in all the great things that 
vics did in Pharaok's fight, and that was appointed 
5 be his afſitant and oracle, or orator rather upon all 
ablic occations ; that he, above all the reſt, ſhould come 
ito this abſurd and ridiculous propoſal, he that was 
aged out for the ſacred prieſthood, for- him to defile 
is holy hands, with a polluted abominable ſacrifice, and 
ith making the idol tor them too (tor tis plain that ha 
ade it), how mouſtrous it was! | 

And ſee what an anſwer he gives to his brother 
loſes, how weak! how ſimple! 1 did ſo and ſo, indeed; 
bad them bring the ear- rings &c. and I caſt the gold 
to the fire, and it came out this calf. Ridiculous! as 
the calf came out by mere fortuitous adventure, with · 
ut a mould to caſt it in; which could not be ſuppoſed ; 
nd if it had not come out ſo without a mould, Moſes 
yould certainly have known of it: had Aaron been in- 
jocent, he would have anſwered after quite another 
banner, and told Moſes honeſtly, that the whole body of 
he people came to him in a fright; that they forced him 


oper mould to caſt it in, and then taking the proper 


o'r, but that he was mobed into it, and the people ter- 
hed him; perhaps they threatened to kill him; and, 
be had added, that the Devil, prompting his fear, be- 
uiled him, he had ſaid nothing but what was certainly 
rue: for if it was in Satan's power to make the people 
bſclent and outrageous enough to threaten and bully the 
d venerahle prophet (for he was not yet à prieſt} : 
ho was the brother. of their oracle Moſes, and had 
een partner with him in ſo many of his commilſſons ; 
lay, il he could bring up the paſſions of the people to 
n height to be rude and unmannerly to bim (Aaron), 
ad perhaps to threaten and inſult him, he may be eaſily 
oppoſed to be able to intimidate Aaron, and terrify him 
ito a compliance. 218 In 

See this cunning agent, when he has man's deſtruc- 
00 in his view, how ſecurely he acts! he never ways 
n handle ; the beſt of men have one weak place or o- 
ter, and he always fines it out, takes the advantage of 
„ and conquers them MO artifice or another; 4 
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And how was poor Aaron bewildered in it too? He 


o make them an idol; which he did, by making firſt the 


hetal to caſt it from: that indeed he had finned info -_ 


| 
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take it with you as you go, it is always by ſtratag 
never by force; a proof that he is not impowered toy 
violence; he may tempt, and he does prevail; but 
all legerdemain, it is all craft and artiſice; he is 
the calumniater and deceiver, that is, the miſi epreleny 
he miſrepreſents man to God, and miſrepreſents God 
man; alſo he miſrepreſents things: he puts falſe co 
and then manages the eye to ſce them with, an img 
tet view. raiſing clouds and fogs to intercept our iq 
in ſhort, he deceivey all cur ſenſes, and impoſes upon 
in things which otherwiſe would be the eaſieſt to die 
and judge of. | * | 
This indeed is in part the benefit of the Devil's ti 
tory to let us ſee that he has wſed the ſame method 
along, and that, ever ſince he has had any thing to 
with mankind, he has practiſed upon them with ſtratag 
and cunning; alſo it is obſervable, that he has carr 
his point better that way than he would have done 
ſury and violence, if be had been allowed to make 
of it; for by his power indeed he might have laid 
world deſolate, and made an heap of rubbiſh of it i 
ago, but, as I have obſerved before, hat would 
have anſwered his ends half fo well; for by deſtroyi 
men, he would have made martyrs, and ſent abyndanc 
good men to heaven, who would much rather have d 
than yielded to ſerve him, and, as he aimed to hat 
to fall down and worſhip him; 1 lay, he would h 
made martyrs, and that not a few ; but this was none 
Satan's buſineſs ; his deſign lies quite another wayzl 
buſfineſs is to make men fin, not to make them ſuffer; 
make Devils ot them, not ſaints ; to delude them, 4 
draw them away from their Maker, not fend them a 
to him; and therefore he works by ſtratagem, not 
force. SEND g 
We are now come to his ſtory, as it relates to 
Jewiſh church in the wilderneſs, and to the children! 
Iſrael in their travelling circumſtances : and this was 
firſt ſcene of public management that the Deytl1 
on his hands in the world, for, as I have faid, 
Now he dealt with mankind either in their ſeperate d 
dition, one by one, or elſe carried all before him, eng 
ling whole nations in his ſyſtems of idolatry, and d 
_ © --whelming them in an ignorant deſtruction. 
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ay fro Mm, taken, out of his government, and, 
lich was till worſe having a view of a kingdom be- 
x ſet up independent of him, and ſuperior to his autho- 
y, it is not to be wondered af u he eudeavourd to 
throw them in the infancy of their conſlitution, and 
ed all poſſible arts to bring them back into bis own 
"195 a ain. | 

He sd them nct only carried away from the coun- 


th idols, and where we have reaſon to believe the 
eateſt part of them were pollated with the idolatry 


ip which they had of their cwan ;- or if they did wor- 
p the true God, we ſcarce know in what. manner they 
dit; they had no law given them, nothing but the co- 


ad of no ſacrifices among them, no f-aſts wereordaig- 
| no ſolsmn worpſhip appointed; and how, or in What 
anner they performed their homage, we know not; 
paſoyer was not ordained till juit” at their coming 


tey were in the houſe of their bondage. ' 


er to favour them, and call them his on: this alarmed 
m at once; and therefore he reſolves to follow them, 


e to bring them to rebel agaipR, and diſobe God, 7. 
might be provoked to deſtroy them; and how fear 
e went to bring it to paſs we ſhall ſee preſently. - 

The making a calf, and payiog an idolatrous worlhip 
o it (for they acted the heathens and idolaters, not in 


ſorſnipping, viz e anc muſic, things they had 
ot been accquainted wit 
0d), I mention here, to obſerve how the Devil not 
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But david now a whole people as it were ſnatched © 


here they were fait in his clutches, ſurrounded ' 


the Egyptians; for we do not read of any Rated wor- 


nant of circamsiſion, and even Moſes himſelf had not 
ialy obſerved that, till he was frighted ia to it; we 


ray; ſo that there was not much religion among them, 
eaſt that we have any account of; and we may ſup- 
ſe the Devil was pretty ealy with them all the while 


But now, to have a million of people fetched out of 
is hands, as it were all at once, and to have the imme 


ate power of heaven engaged in it, and that Satan ſaw” 
dently God had ſingled them out in a miraculous man- 


cloſe ſiege to them, and take all the meaſures poſſi- 


de ſetting up the calf only, but in the manner of their 
in the worſhip of che tie 


uy impoſed upon cheir A but upon ry ſenſes 
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tao, as if the awſul Majeſly of Heaven, whoſe gl 
they had ſeen in mount Sinai, where they Rood, ad 
whoſe piljar of cloud and fire was their guide and pro 
tection, would be worſhipped by dancing round a call! 
and that not a living creature, or a real.calf, but the 
mere image of a calt caſt in gold, or as ſome think, iy 
braſs gilded over. 3 | 
But this was the Devil's way with mankind, namely 
to impoſe upon their ſenſes and bring. them into thy 
groſſeſt follies and abiurdities; and then, having fr 
made them fools, it was much the eaſier to make then 
oſſenders. e eee © - 
In this very manger be acted with them through al 
the courſe of their wilderneſs travels; far, as they wert 
led by the hand like children, defended by oranipotency 
fed by miracles, infirvRed immediately from heave, 
and in all things bad Moſes for their guide, they had uy 
room to miſcarry, but by acting the greateſt abſurdiia 
and committing the greateſt foilies in nature; and e 
theſe the Devil brought them to be guilty of in a ſui 
ſing manner —1. As God himſelf relieved them in &vey 
exigenee, and ſupplied them in every want, one would 
think it was impoſſible they ſhonld be ever brought t# 
queſtion either his willingneſs or his ability; and yet the 
really objected againſt both which was very proyoking! 
And I doubt not, that when the Devil had bro Tit then 
to act in ſuch a prepoſterous manner, he really hep 
and believed God would be provoked effeQually. 1 
t:ftimonzes of his care of them, and ability to ſnppi 
them, were miraculous and undeniable he pave then 
water from the rock, bread from the air, ſent the fowl 
to feed them with fleſh, and ſupported them all the way 
by miracles: their bealth was preſerved, rone were fic 
among them; their cloaths did not wear out, nor chef 
ſuoes grow old upon their ſeet. Could any thing be 
more abſurd than to doubt whether he could provide d 
them, who had never let them want for ſo maby 
vears. . Sa 
But the Devil mandg d them in ſpite of miracle} 
non did be ever give them over, till he had brought lit 
ondred thouſand of them to, provoke God ſo highth 
chat he would not ſuffer above two of them to go ite 
mr whe land of promiſe: fo chat, in ſhort, Satan gan 


- 
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eas th that generation; for all their carcaſes ſell in, 
d, wie deen. Let us take but a ſhort view to What 
d provi hci.ch: he brought chem, and in what a rude, abſurd, 
a call nner they ated; how he ſet them upon murmuring 


pon every; Occaſion, now for water, then for. bread. 
iy they murmured at their bread when they had it; 
Our ſouls loathes this light bread”? - 4 
He ſowed the ſeed of church rebellion in the ſony o 


"at the 


lik U 


amel 


to ron, and made Nahab and Abihu offer ſtrange are, = 
g fr ill they were ſtrangely conſumed by fire f.. tue doing 1 
 theg (19, 1 J 
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He ſet them a complainivg at Taberah, and a luſting 
or fleſh at the fir ſt etifee days journey from mount 
nail | . A (ng AT | Xe: | 
He planted envy Lhe hearts of Miriam and AG 

gainſt the, authority of M ſes, to pretend d had 
haken by them as well as by him, till he humbled. the 


gh al 
7 wer 
tence, 
*AVEn, 


ad n0 
die ather, and made à ſeper of the daughter. 
ee He debauched ten 77 00 ſpres, frigbted them with 


ham appearances of things, when they went.out 


urprs | 

ere earch the land, and made them fright the whole people 
vou ot of their underſtanding, as well as duty: for which 
phe (G's hundred thouſand of their carcaſes fell in the wil. 


they ersge ls. 


He raiſed the rebellion of Korah, and the two bun» 


king! A 
* red and fifty princes, till he brought them to be ſwal- 
pe ewed up alive. W=.- FOE 2 1 
Ike put Moſes into a paſſion at Meribah, and ruffled 
app be temper of the meekelt man upon earth; by which 

then e made both him and Aaron forfeit their ſhare of the 


fowl 
War 


e lick 


romiſe, and be ſhut out from the holy land. | 
He raiſed a mutiny among them when they travelled 
dom mount Hor, till 4hey brought fiery ſerpents among 


ther {WJ dem to deſtroy them. 

ge He tried to make Balaam the prophet curſe; them$ 
e for Put there the Devil was diſappointed. However, be 
nary Wrought the Midianites to debauch them with women, 


s in the caſe of Zimri and Coabi. 


ces} He tempted Achan with the wedge of gold, and the 
t P42» loniſh garment, that he might take of the accurſed 
b lung, and be deſtroyed; | Pro tf IE 
no He tempted the whole people, not eſſectually to drive Z 
| nut the curſed inhabitants of the land of promilc, that i 
Oln | A I tins L 3 F ; they 9 
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. they might remain, and be goa ds in tl eir ſides, til 
laſt they often opprefſed them for their idolatry, u 
which was worſe, debanched them to idolatry. 
Fe prompted the B-njamites'ts/refule ſatisfuction i 
the people, jn the caſe ot the wickedneſs of the men 
Gibezh, to the deſtruction of the Whole tribe, fix hood 
d red men excepted in the rock Rimmonn 
Qt laſt he tempted them to reje& the — 
their Maker, and call upon Samuel to make them a king 
and moſt of l kings he made plagues and ſorrows! 
them in their time, as yu ſhall hear in their ordert. 
Thus he plagued the whe body of the people o 
tinvally, making them ſin ag nſt God, and bring] jucy 
ments upon . to the conſuteing fome millia 
of them, firſt and laſt, by the vengeance of their Make 
"As he did with the: 7 congregation, ſo he « 
_ viththeir rulers, and ſeveral of the judges, who v 
made infiruments to deliver the people, yet were d 
juto fnares by the fubtile ſerpent, to ruin ee, i 
the people they had delivered.” by | 
He tempted Gideon to make an ephiod; contrary ou 
the law of the tabernacle ;\ and made the children of nor 
'Tael go a-whoring (that is à worſhiping ) after it. 4 
He tempted Samſon to debauch himſelf with an Ming 
let and betray his own happy ſecret to a whore, at Mr 
i» of both his eyes, and, at laſt of his life, - 
He tempted Eli's ſons to lye with the woman in Meer 
doors of the tabernacle, when they came to bi 
their offering to the prieſt ;' and he tempted poor EI 
connive at them, or not ſufficiently reprove them. eig. 
He tempted the people to carry the ark of God ing 
the camp, that it might fall into che hands of the * 
liſtines. And, 9 el 
He tempted 'Uzza to reach out his hand to hotdi io he y 
as if he that had preſerved it in the honſe of Dagon, Mor! 
idol of the Phil iſtines, could not keep it from falling 0 
ol the cart. 
| When the people had gotten a king, he immedi 
' ſet to work, in divers ways, to bring that king to lache! 
them with plagues and calamitics not a few. 
He temptet Saul to ſpare the king of Amalich e 
to God's expreſs command. 


e not — tempted Saul, but poſſeſſed him with 


. 
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„me pirit, by which he was left to way ward diſpoſitions, f 
5% at * forced to have Ne aa: out af him wich a 
ſinſtrel. 8 
He tempted Saul Vun ſpirir nfalifeotcent, and uhh 
ſpirit of envy at poor David, to hunt him like a par · 
rer che mountains. 
£1 tempted Saul with a ſpirit: of Genation, and ſent - 
im to a witch to enquire of Samuel for him; as if God 
ould help him after the death of that propher, e ** 
id forſaken him during his life. ö | 
After that, he tempted him to if hinaſelf, on a pre- 
ace that he might not fall into the hands of the uncir- 
imciſed # as if ſelf- murder was not half ſo bad, either 
c fin agaialt God, or diſgrace among men, as being 
ken priſoner by a Philiftine! a piece of madneſs none 
it the Devil could have brought mankind to ſubmit to, 
tough ſome ages after that he _— ita * among 
he Romans 
After Saul was dend, and David came * the throne, 
how much he was a man choſen, and particularly ia - 
ured dy heaven, the Devil fell upon him with the 
ore vigour, attacked him ſo many ways, and conquer- 
d him ſo very often, that, as no man was ſo. good a 
ing, ſo hardly any good king, was ever a worte man. 
In many caſes, one would have almoſt thought the Devil 
ad made ſport with David, to ſhew how-eaſfily he could 
rerthrow the beft man God could chuſe of the whole 


7 


feign himſelf mad before, the king of Gath, when he had 
fed to him for ſhelter. 

He made him march with his four hundred cutthroats, 
cut off poor Nabal and all his houſehold, only becauſe 
he would not ſend him the good eheer he had provided | 
or hrs honeſt ſheep thearers. 


malter's eſtate for his treachery, — he knew he had 


een the traitor, and betrayed poor „ ſor 
the ſake of it; in which, 


The good old king, it ſeems, was very Lok. 
To break his word, and therefore broke hivoath.” | 


den in .tempred him to the ridiculous project of 
Leo rake 


2 | 
made him diſtruſt his benefactor ſo much; as to \ 


He made him, for his word's fake g give Ziba half his | 
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numbering the people, though-ag aint God's ,exprel 
command z a thing Joab himlelſ was not wic kell enough 
to do, till Dvid — the Devil forced him to it. | 

And to make him icompldtely Wicked, he carried big 
tothe top of his hanſe, and ſhewed him a naked lady 
bathing herſelf in her garden; in whic h it appeared, tui 
the Devil knew David todo well, and what, was. the r- 
ricular ſin of his auchoation ; and ſo took him, by, the 

right handle, drawing him at once Soy figs of mu. 
der and adulter y. 

Then, that he mügln not quite give Ne over, (the 
5 David's repentance for the laſt ſin, kept the Devil otffar 

a while), when he cguld attack him no farther: perſon: 

ally, he fell upon him in bis family, and made hig a 
miſerable as he could deſire him to be in his childreg; 
three of whom he brought to deltruction bet ore bis 
and another after his death. n. 
Firſt he tempted Amnon to l his filter Bea 6 
there was an end df her, (poor girl4) as to this wor 
for we never heard any more of her. 
Then he tempted Baan to mura his: brotha 
Amnon'in revenge.” 
Then he made Joab run n Abſtam throngh the boch 
contrary to David's command. 
Ad aſter David's death, he db Adoniab 0 weak 
man 1) to the. block, 18 uſurfing King Solomon! 
throne. 

As to Abfolom he te Ge :ed him to rebellion, and rail 
ing war agaiaſt his father, to the turning him 1hametuily 
out ot — and almoſt out of the kingdom. 

He tempted him, for David's farther mortification, ti 
ke with his father's wives, in the face of the whole * 
and had Achitophel's honeſt counſel been followed; by 
had certainly ſent him to ſleep with his fathers long be: 
fore his time: But there Satan and 1 were 
both out witted together. 

Through all the reigns of the 2 ſucceſſors-of 
David, the- Devil took care to carry on his own gan 
to the continual iatujring the meaſures which God him: 
ſelf had taken for the eſtabliſhing his people in the Woll 
and.epecially as a church; till at laſt Ne ſo effectualſ 
debauched them to idolatry, that crime, which of u 


Share was moſt provoking.to. God, as it Was ern 


# = 
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people away from their allegiance, and tranſpoſing 


e homage they owed God their Maſter, to a contemp- | 
le block, of wood, or an image of a brute beaſt; and 


ed. bin Wis, how ſordid and brutiſh ſoever it was in itielf, yet 

4 i did his artifice Prevail among them. that, firſt or laſt, - 

d, th brought them all into it, the ten tribes as well as the 

e s tribes, till at laſt God himſelf was provoked to un- 
by, thy Wurch them, gave them up to their enemies; and the . 
| w that were left of them, after incredible laughters © 


1d deſolation, were hurried away, fome into T A 
1d others into Babylon; from whenee very few of that 
that were carried away, ever found their way home 
rain; and ſome, when they might have come, would | 
br accept of it, but continued there to the very com- 
g of the Meſſiah. See epiſtles of St James, and of St 
ter, at ODOR 01> bh SL ee * 
Bat to look a little back upon this part, (ſor ĩt cannot 
omitted, it makes ſo conſiderable a part of the Devil's 


to their deſtruſſ on. 2 
Firft, (for he began immediately with the very beſt 
d wifeſt of the race) he drew in king Solomon, in the 
dit of all his zeal for the building God's houſe, and 
the making the moſt glorious and magnificent appear- 
for God's worſhip that ever the world ſaw: I ay, 
the middle of all this, he drew him into ſuch immo- 
ate and inſatiable on appetite for women, as, to ſet up 
e firſt, and, perhaps, the greateſt ſeraglio of whores 
at ever any priuce in the world had, or pretended to 
lore; nay, and to bring whoring ſo much into reputa - 
on, that, as the text ſays, „ ſeven hundred of them 
re princeſſes, that is to ſay, ladies of quality: not as 
Grand Signiors and Great Moguls (other princes of 
ealtern world) have ſince practiſed, namely, to pick 
their moſt beautiful ſlaves; but theſe it feems, were 
men of rank, kings daughters, as Pharaoh's daughter 
d the daughters of the princes and prime men among 
* Moabites, Ammonites, Zidonians, Hittites, &c. . 
ings xi. 7. 155 | 1 
Nor was this all: but as he drew him into the lore 
theſe forbidden women, (for ſuch they were as to 
nation, as well as number) ſo he enſnared wig 

of tho 
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the counſels of the young heads; chat ir wa$/indeed mitt 
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thoſe women to a familiarity with their worſhip, and h 
degrees 2 that famous prince { famous for his xi 
he greateſt, and moſt impoſed upon old ff 

inthe world; bowing down to thoſe idols, by the entice 
ing of his whores, whom he had abhorred and deteſtel 
in chis youth, as diſhonoring that God, for whom, an 
for whoſe worſhip, he had finiſhed and dedicated thy 
moſt magnificent building and temple in the world. Ns 
thing but the invincible ſubtility of this arch Devil, coul 
ever have brought ſuch a man as Solomon to ſuch. a d 
generacy of manners, and to ſuch meanneſſes; no, rg 
the Devil himſelf, without the aſſiſtance of his whorey 
2 the whores chemſelves, without the Devil to hey 
As to Solomon, Satan had made conqueſt enoughthers Wiſin 
we need hear no more of him The next advance h; 
made, was in the perſon of his ſon Rehoboam. Had n& 
the Devil prompted: his pride, and tyrannicle humour, kt 
would never haye given the people ſuch an anſwer as he 
did; and when he ſa a fellow at che bead of them th 
who he knew wantet and waited ſor an occaſion to raile 
a rebellion; and had ripened up the people's humour to 
the occaſion: Well might the text call it liſtening to 


a vengeance! but theſe young heads too were addel 
upon by an old Devil, who, for his craft, is called, as] 
have obſer ved, the Old Serpent. 4 

Having thus paved the way, Jeroboam revolts. Sof 
God had directed him: forthe text ſays expreſsly ſpari'** 
| ing in the firtt'perton of God himſelt, „This thing is c. ra 
— fps * 


But though God might appoint Jeroboam to be kirg 
- (that is to Ay, of ten tribes) yet God did not, appadsg⸗a 
him to ſet up the two calves in the two extreme parts d 
the land, viz in Dan and in Bethel. That was Jes] 


boam's on doing, and done on purpoſe to keep the pe. 2 
ple from falling back to Rehoboam, by being obliged i A 
or 


go to Jeruſalem-to the public worſhip: And the tt 

adds, ſeroboam made Liracl to ſin.“ This was indckl 
aà maſter- piece of the Devil's policy, and it was eff. n 
t6 anſwer the end. Nothing could have been mote f 
the purpoſe. What reaſon he had to expect the peo 


would io univerſally, come ia to it, and be ſo wel nay 
S774. 8 | e 


1 
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4 with a couple of calves,” inſtead of the true worſhip 
f God at Jeraſaſem; or what arts and management he 
daran) made uſe of afterwards, to bi ing the people in 


- 


nd by 
is Nit 
d id 


Entits 
teſtel ein wich uch 4 deluſion : that we fins! but little of in 
1 ens Of Satan x nor is it much tv the caſe. _ It 


certain the devil found a ſtrange kind of propenſity to 


d the | 
zor{hipping idols rogted in the temper of. that whole 


No. 


couple, even from their firſt breaking away from the 
a ds Wor ptian bondage; ſo that he had nothing to do but todo 
„ ra Work upon che old Rock, and propogate the crime chat 
horey e found was ſo natural to them. And this is Satan's ge- 
» help eral way of working, not with them only, but with us 


allo, and with all the world, even then, and ever 
ince. . | a 

When he had thus ſecured Jeroboam's revolt, we need 
ot trace him among his ſucceſſors; for the ſame reaſon 
{ ate that held for the ſetting up the calves at Bethet 


chere, 
\ce he 


ad not 
ur, be 


as nd Dan, held good for the keeping them up to all Jero- 
n too, oam's poſterity ; nor had they one good king ever 
0 rater Even Jehu, who called his friends to come and ſee 
ur u zeal for the Lord, and who fulfilled the threatenings 
ng to: God, upon Ahab and his family, and upon Queen Je- 
4 with ebel and her offspring, and knew all the white that he 
adelWvas executing the judgment bf the true God upon an 
2s 1d olatrous race; yet he would not part with his calves 


but would have thought it had been parting with his king- 


So fu dom and that as the people would have gone up to Jeru- 
peak lem to worſhip, ſo they would at the ſame time have 
> is raasterred their civil obedience to the king of Judah, 


(whoſe right it really was, as far as they could claim 
by birth and right line); ſo that, by the way, Satan 


| king 
any more than other politicians, is not for the jus diot- 


ppaick 


arts e of lineal ſucceſſion, or what we call hereditary right, - { 
ec farther than ſerves for his purpoſe. * 
pen Thus Satan ridded his hands of ten of the twelve ' 

ged l tives, Let us now ice how he went on with the reſt; 
e tenor his work was now brought into a nari ower compaſs. 
ade The church of God was now reduced to two tribes, ex- 
Au ept a tew religious people who ſeperated from the ſehiſm 
re er Jeroboam, and came and planted themſelves among 
peo be tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The firſt thing the 
neil did after this, was to foment a war between the 


el 


vo kings, while Judah was governed by a boy or youth, 
| | Abijah 


— 
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Abijah by name; and he none of the beſt neither; } 
God's time was not come, and the Devil received a my 

_ + diſappointment ; when Jereboam was ſo entirely a 

thrown, that, if the records of thoſe ages do not milk 
no leſs than 500,000 men of Iſrael were killed; fuch 
laughter, that one would think the army of Judah, | 
they known how to improve as well as gain a vida 
might. have brought all the reſt back again, and have 
tirely reduced the houſe of Jeroboam, and the tea tril 
that followed him to their obedience; nay they did u 

_ a great deal of the country from them, and among 
reit Bethel itſelf; and yet fo cunuiagly did Satan mangy 

* that the king of Judah, who was himſelf a wicked kin 
and perhaps an idolater in his heart, did not take di. 
the golden calf that Jeroboam had there, no, nor Mx. 
ſtroy the idolatry itſelf; fo that, in ſhort, his vid 
ſignified nothing. pp" | | 
From hence to the captivity, we find the Devil by 
with the kings of Judah, eſpecially the beſt of then 
As for ſuch as Manaſſeh, and thoſe who tranſgreſledi 
the general tenor of their lives, thofe he had no grs 

trouble with. | 
4 But ſuch as Aſa, Jehoſhaphat, Hezikjah and Joſabk 
hung ahout them and their courts, till he brought een 
one of them into ſome miſchief or other. | 
At firſt, good king Aſa, of whom the Scriptures hol 
« his heart was perfect all his days,“ yet this fubli 
ſpirit, that could break in upon him nowhere elle, tem 
ed him, when the king of Iſrael came ont againſt lu 
to ſend to hire Benhadad, the king of Syria, to help hw 
25 if God, who had before enabled him to conquer Mun 
Ethiopians, with an army of ten hundred thouſand mt; 
could not have ſaved him from the king of the Us 
tribes £3 | 3 
In the ſame manner he tempted Jehoſhaphat to jc 
with that wicked king, Ahab, againk the king of Syruli}eme 
and alſo to marry his ſon to Ahad's daughter, which Mpoir 
fatal to Jehoſhaphat and to his poſterit y. 9 
Again: He tempted Hezekiah to ſhew all his rieb Hai 
to the king of Babylon's meſſengers; and who can dout 
but that he (Satan) is to be underſtood by the wie 
ſpirit which ſtood before the Lord, 2 Chron. xvii. era 
and offered his ſervice to entice Ahab the king of Walled h 


> 
| z 
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: (come out to battle, to his ruin, by beit g a lying ſpirit 
ay the mouths of al his prophets, and wha, for that time, 
ly oe 2 ſpecial commiſſion, as he had another time in the 
mil of Job? And indeed it was a commiſſion fit for no- 


dy but the Devil: Thou ſhalt entice bun, and thou 
alt alſo prevail: Co out, and do even fo,” ver 21. 
Even good Joſiah himſelf, of whom it i; recorded, 
ve chat like him there was no king befere hin, neither 
u trier him aroſe there any like him,” 2 Kings xxiu. 25, 
did ut the Devil never left him with his machinarions, till, 
ong li ding he could not tempt him to any thing wicked in 
overnment, he tempted or moved him to a need- 
; war with' the king of Egypt, in which he loſt his 


e. . 5 
nor om the death of this good king, the Devil Prevailed 
with the whole nation of wal wes and wor t them 
ſuch an incorrigible pitch of wickedneſs, that God 
ive them up, fortook his habitation of glory, the tem- 
e, which he ſuffered to be fpoiled firſt, then burnt and 
molifhed, —deſtroying the whole nation of the Jews 
cept a ſmall number that were leſt, and thoſe the ene- - 

carried away into captivity. / 3 
Nor was he ſatisfied with this general d eſtructon of 
t ere whole people of Iſrael, (for the ten tribes were gone 
ſore; but he followed them, even into their captivity. 
boſe that fled away to Egypt, which they tell us were 
enty thouſand, he firſt corrupted, and they were then 
tempſtroyed there, upon the overthrow of Egypt, by the 
nit Mme king of Babylon. | 8 


p 1088 Alſo, he went very near to have them rooted out 
uer UMgpung and old, man, woman, and child, who were in 
nd oWtivicy in Babylon, by the miniſtry of that, true agent 
the u bell, Haman the Agagite. But there Satan met with 


diſappointment too, as in the ſtory of Efther, which 


to s but the fourth that he had met with, in all Bis man- 


Sym zement ſince the creation: I. ſay, there he was diſ- 
ch M oointed, and his prime miniſter Haman was exalted, ; 


he deſerved, 5 | 
Having thus far traced the government and dominioa 
the Devil, from the creation of man to che captivity, 
Wink [ may call upon him to ſet up his ſtandard of u- 
verſal empire at that period. Ir ſeemed juſt then 28 if 
9 had really forſaken the earth, and given the entire, 

| M dominion 


-— a> La 


riebe 
doub 
wickt 
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dominion of mankind up to his outrageous enemy tþ 
Devil; for, exe2pting the. few Iſraelites, which we 
left in the ter:icories of the king of Babylon, and thy 
| were but a few,—I ſay, except among them, there wy 
not one corner of the world left where the true Got 
was called upon, or his dominion ſo much as acknoy. 
ledged. All the world was buried in idolatry, and tha 
of ſo'many horrid kinds, that one would think the lig 
of reaſon ſhauld have convinced mankind, that he why 
exacted ſuch bloody ſacrifices as that of Moloch, and ſuc 
bloody cutting of themſelves with knives, as the priek 
of Baal did, could not be a god, a good and beneficent 

being, but muſt be a cruel, voracious, and deyouri 
Devil, whole end was not the good, but the delirudiag 
of his cre#ures.. But to fuch a height was the blind de- 
, maentateg world arrived at, at that time, that in the 
ſordid and corrupt ways they went on worſhipping dumb 
idols, and offering human ſacrifices to them; and, in 
word, committing all the moſt horrid and abſurd abomj- 
nations that they were capable of, or that the Devi 
could prompt them to, till heaven was again put, asit 


by fgrce, as I have obſerved before, all the princes and 
* Ppoyers of the world having been, as they really wert 
ap his devotion, he might eaſily have madg uſe of then 
Armed all the world againſt the Jews, and prevented 
the re- building the temple, and even the return of the 


HT 4 
2 # ( 


captivity. | 72 | 
= ut now the Devil's power manifeſtly received 4 
check, and the hand of God appeared in it, and that he 
| was reſolved to re-eſtabliſh his people the Jews, and t0 
have a ſecond temple built. The Devil, who knew the 
extent of his own power too well, and what limitations 
were laid upon him, ſtood Rtill, as it were, looking ou, 
and not daring to oppoſe the return of the captivity 
which he very well knew had been propheſied, and would 
come to paſs. 8 da ee A ix 
_ He did indeed make ſome little oppoſition to the build: 
ing and to the forufying the city; but 38 it was fr 
| Ef. Lv 9 
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and ſometimes hid fair for recovering the univerſal q 
pire he once piuſeſſed over mankind : yet he has beg 

ſtill defeated ag:un, repulſed, and beaten back, andi 
kingdom has greatly declined in many garts of the way 
and eſpecially in the northern parts, Except Great Iz 


tain ? and how he has politically maintained his inch 
and increaſed his dominion, among the wiſe and right. 
ous generation that we cohabit with and among, yi 
be the ſubject of che modern pgrt of Satan's hiſtory, ay 
of which we are ext to give ah account, _ 


[ 
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HAVE examined the antiquities of Satan's kiſtory in 
the former part of this work, and brought his affairs, 
down from the creation, as far as to our bleſſed, Chriſ- 
tian times; eſpecially to the coming of the Meſſiah, 
when one would think the Devil could have nothing to do 
among us. T have indeed but touched at ſuch things 
which might have admitted of a farther deſcription of 
Satan's affairs, and the particulars ef which we may all 
come to a farther knowledge of hereafter ; yet I chink 1 
have ſpoken to the material part of his conduct, as it re- 
lates to his empire in this world; what has happened to 
his more ſublimated government, and his angelic ca- 
pacities, I ſhall have an occaſion to touch at in ſeveral 
ſolid particulars as we go along. | | 
The Meſſiah was now born, the fulneſs of time was 
come, hat the old ſerpent was to have his head broken; 
that is to ſay, his empire or dominion over man, which 
he gained by the fall of our firſt father and mother in 
Paradiſe, received a downfall or overthrow. 
It is worth obſerving, in order to confirm That 1 
have already mentioned of the limitation of Satan's 
power, that not only his angelic ſtrength ſeems to have 
ö received 


! 


| 1 elf, or elfe he might eafily have guided his re bar 
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received a farther blow upon the coming of the Sond 
_ God into the world, but he ſeems to have had a bio 
upon his intellects; his ſerpentine craft and devil lil 
| 4 lity ſeems to have been circumciſed, and cut ſhony 
inſtead of his being fo cunning a fellow as befor, 
nz as I faid, it is evident he out-witted all mankind 
not only Eve, Cain, Noah, Lot, and all the patriarchy 
bat even nations of men, and that in their public caps 
city ; and thereby led them into abſurd and rediculoy 
things, ſuch as the building of Babel, and deifying and 
worſhipping their kings, when dead and rctton ; idol: 
ing beaſts, ſtoc ks, ſtones, any thing, and even nothing Ni 
and in a word, when he managed mankind juſt as leh: 

ꝓlcaſeil. 

N Now, and from this time forward, he appeared: 
weak, fooliſh, ignorant Devil, compared to what he wa 
before. He was upon almoſt every occaſion reſiſted 
diſappointed, balked, and defeated ; eſpecially in all hi 
attempts to thwart or crofs the miſſion miniſtry ot the 
Meſſiah, while he was upon earth, and ſometimes upon 
other and very mean occaſions too. 
And firſt ; how fooliſh a project was it, and how bs 
low Satan's celebrated artifice in like caſes, to pit 
F Herod upon ſending to kill the poor innocent children i 
» Bethlehem, in hopes to deſtroy Chriſt ? ſor I rake it fo 
granted, it was the Devil pat into Herod's though ad 
that execution, how fimple and fooliſh ſoever ; now 9 
mult allow him to be very ignorant of the nativity him. 


Herod to the place where the infant was. te 

This ſhews-that either the Devil is in general 1850 lan 
rant, as we are, of what is to happen in the world, be. 
fore it is really come to paſs; and coriſequently I 
foretel nothing, no not ſo much as our famous old Merlit 
or mother Shipton did; or, elſe that great event v 
hid from him by an immediate power ſuperior to ht 
which I cannot think neither, conſidering how much ort 
was concerned in it, and how certainly he knew that Pe! 
was once to come to pals, at! 

But be that as it will, it is certain the Devil Loo 00- 
thing where Chriſt was born, or when; nor was 0 
able to direct Herod to find him out; and therelore ſh 
kin pon that fooliſh, as well as cruel order, uu 


Joon 
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je hildrgp, that he might be ſare10 deſtroy the bie 


blow mong the r 

| lik The next imple ſep that the Devil mack and indeed 
bon de moſt fooliſh ond that he could ever be charged with, 
eſon I mworchy rhe very dignity of a Devil, and below the 
kind e nderſtanding that he always was allowed to act with, 
uch, that of coming to tempt the Meſſiah in the wilder- 
cap. Ness: it is certain, and he owned it hiqmſelf atterwards, 
ulou pon many occaſions, that the Devil knew our Saviour to 
g and the Son of God; and it is as certain that he knew, 
doli: hat as ſuch he could have no power or advantage over 


im; how fooliſh then was it in him to attack him in 
hat manner, „If thou be the 8on of God?“ why he 
new him to be the ſon of God well enough; he faid fo 
ſterwards, „I know thee who thou art, the holy One 


e ur God; how then could he be ſo weak a Devil as to 
ſiltech y, if thou art, then do ſo and ſo? . 
all The caſe is plain, the Devil, though he knew him to be 
ot the be Son of God, did not fully know the myſtery of the 


carnation 3 nor did he know how far the inanation of 
hriſt extended; and whether, as man, he was not fub- 
f to tall as Adam was, though his reſerved Godhead 
tight be (till immaculate and pure; and upon this foot, 
he would have. no method untried, he attempts him 


it ſ N iree times, one immediately after another ; but then, 
ughts{Modiag himſelf diſappointed, he fied. 
e [his evidently proves, that the Devil was ignorant of 
bine great myſtery of godlinefs, as the text calls it, God 
friend anifeſt in the fleſh; and therefore made that ' fooliſh 
empt upon Chriſt, thinking to have conquered his hu- 
igue· an nature, as capable of ſin, which it was not: and at 
d, de is repulſe, helt groaned ; the whole army of regiment- 


| Devils received a wound, and felt the fhock of it; it 
5 a ſecond overthrow to them; they had a long trade 
ſucceſs ; carried a 2 over the greg 
of the ereation of but now they were eut 
ort; the ſeed of the woran was now come to break 
le ſerpent's head; hat is to cut ſhort his power, to 
ntrat the limits ol his kingdom, and in a word, to 


y cal 
Merli 
t wa 
to his 
uch be 
that i 


w uo chrone him in the world: no doubt the Devil re$tived 
as ock: for you find him, always afterwards'erying out 
re a horrible manner, whenever Chriſt met with” hinr ; 


kill f 


elle ver ble and OY as when he be 
b J eu „ e begged 


leave 


ting called perſecution; by which, tho' he proved a 
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leave to go into the herd of ſwine, a thing he has oſie 
done ſince. 2.2. 24 
Defeated here, the firſt ſtratagem I find him concert- 
ed in after it was his entering into Judas, and putting 
him upon betraying Chriſt to the chief prieſt; but here 
again he was eatizely miltaken ; for he did not fee, a 
much a Devil as he was, what the event would be; but, 
when he came to know, that if Chriſt was put to death, 
he would become a propitiatory, and be the great ſacrj. 
ice of mankind; ſo to reſcue the tallen race from that 
death they had incurred the penalty of by the fall; that 
this was the fulfilling of all Scripture-prophecy ; and 
that thus it was that Chriſt was to be the end of the 
Jaw ; I fay, as ſoon as he perceived this, he ſtrove all 
he could to prevent it, and diſturbed Pilate's wife in her 
Mleep, in order to ſet her upon her-huſband to hinder his 
delivering him up te the Jews: for then, and not till 
then, he knew how Chriſt was to vanquiſh hell by the 
power of his croſs... do Foe! 
Thus the Devil was diſappointed, and expoſed in 
every ſtep he took ; and as he now plainly ſaw his king 
dom declining, and even the temporal kingdom of Chil 
riſing up upon the ruins of his (Satan's power, he ſcene 
ed to retreat into his own region, the air, and to con- 
ſult there with his fellow Devils, what meaſures be 
ſhould take next to preſerve his dominion among men! 
Here it was that he refolved. upon that truly heliſb 


ſooliſh Devil in that too, be flattered himſelf he ſhould 
be able to deſtroy God's church, and root out its profeb 

ors from the earth, even almoſt as ſoon as it was eſtab- 
liſhed ;; whereas, on the contrary, Heaven counteratted 
him there too; and though he armed the whole Romat 
empire againſt the. Chriſtians, that is to ſay, the whot 
world, and they were fallen upon every-where, will 
great fury and rage, by ſome oſ the moſt flaming tyrants 
that the world ever ſaw, of whom Nero was the firlt; 
et, in ſpite of hell, God made all the blood which tht 

Devil cauſed 10 be ſpilt, to be „enen eccleſiæ; and tit 
Devil had the me rtiſication to ſee, that the number d 
Chriſtians increaſed, even under the very means be 
made uſe of to root ibem out and deſtroy them; 4 


7 
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a5 the caſe through the reigns of all the Roman Em- 


perors, for the firſt three hundred years after Chriſt. - 
Having thus tried all the methods that beſt ſuited his 
inclination, I mean thoſe of blood and death, complicated 
wich tortures, and all kinds of cruelty; and that for ſo 
long a ſpace of time as above; the Devil, all on a fud - 
den, as if glutted with blood, and ſatiated with deſtruc- 
tion, fits (tif, and becomes a peaceable ſpectator for a 
good while, as if he either found himſelf unable, or had 
no diſpofition, to hinder the progreſs of Chriſtianity, in 
the firk ages of its ſettlement in the world: in this 
interval the Chriftian church was eſtabliſhed under Con- 
ſtantine, religion flouriſhed in peace, and under the moſt 
perfect tranquility z the Devil ſeemed to be at a loſs 
what he ſhould do next, and things b to lock as if 
Satan's kingdom was at an end: but he ſoon let them 
ſee, that he was the ſame indefatigable Devil that ever 
he was; and the proſperity of the church gave him a 
field of action; for knowing the diſpoſition of man- 
kind to quarrel and diſpute; the univerſal paſſion rooted 
in nature, eſpecially among the churchmen, for preced- 
ency and dominion, he fell to work with them ammiedi- 
ately ; ſo that, turning the tables, and re-aſſumiog the 
ſubtility and craft, which, I ſay, he ſeemed tg have Joſt 
in the former four hundred years, be gained more 
ground in the next ages of the church, and went farther 
towards reſtoring his power and empire in the world, 
and towards overthrowing every church which was 
ſo lately eſtablifhed, than all he had done By fire and 
blood before. | 154 s | 
His policy now ſeemed to be edged with reſentrent 
for the miſtakes he had made; as if the Devil, looking 
dack with anger at himſelf, to ſee what a fool he had 
been, to expect to cruſh religion by perſecution, rejoiced 
for having diſcovered, that liberty and dominion was the 
only way to ruin the church, not fire and faggot ; and 
that he had nothing to do, but to give the zealous people | 
their utmoſt liberty in religion, only ſowing error and va- 1 
riety of opinion among them, and they would bring fit e il 
anc faggot in faſt enough among themſelves. © | 
It muit be confeſſed theſe were devilith- politics ; and 
ſo ſure was the aim, and ſo certain was the Devil to hit 


his mark by them, that we find he not only did not fail 
| then, 


142 THE MODERN HISTORV. 
then, but the ſame helliſh methods have, prevailed fi 
and will do ſo to the end of the world. Nor had the 
Devil ever a better game to play, than this, for the ruin 
of religion, as we ſha!l have room to ſhew in many en. 
amples, beſides that of the diſſenters in England, who are 
evidently weakened by the late toleration: whether the 
Devil had any hand in baiting his hook wirh an a— 
liament or not hiſtory is filent : but it is too evident 
he has catched the fiſh by it; and if the honeſt church of 
England does not in pity, and Chriftian charity to the 
diſſenters, ſtraighten her hand a little, I cannot but fear 
the Devil will gain his point, and the diſſenters will be Ine 


undone by it. Nr | 
Upon this new foot of politics the devil began with 
the emperors themſelves ; Arius, the father of the he- rie! 
retics of that age, having broached his opinions; and {Muar 
"Athanaſius, the orthodox biſhop of the Eaſt, oppoſi 
him; the Devil no ſooner faw the door open to dei 
and impoſition, byt be thruſt himſelf in, and raiſing the 
. quarrel up to a ſuited degree of rage and ſpleen, he in- 
volved the good emperor himſelf in it firſt, and Athanz ard 
fius was baniſhed and recalled, and baniſhed and rec. Necti- 
led again, ſeveral times, as error ran high, and as the Wvuc! 
Devil either loſt or got ground. After Conſtantine, the Wt wi 
next emperor was a child of his own ( Arian); and thes 
the court came all into the quarrel, as courts often do; mon 
and the Arians and the orthodox perſecuted one another WW Tb 
as furiouſly as the Pagans perſecuted them all before. 
To ſuch an height the devil brought his conqueſt, in n m 
the very infancy of the queſtion; and ſo much did te | 
prevail over the true Chriſtianity of the primitive church Wart. 
even before they had enjoyed the liberty of the pure 
worſhip twenty years. | 
Fluſhed with this ſucceſs, the Deyil made one pul 
for the reſtoring paganiſm, and bringing on che ols | 
| worſhip of the heathen idols and temples ; but, like our 
King James II. he drove too hard, and Julian had i 
provoked the whole Roman empire, which was . 
ly, at that time, become Chrilttan, that had the apoſia 
lived, he would not have been able to have held de blolu 
throne; and as he was cut off in his beginning, paganiſn g ontr- 


— expired with him, and the Devil himſel{ might babe 


cried 
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cried ont as Julian did, and with much more propriety, 
Viciſti Galilee. | : | 4 | 

Juvian, the next emperer, being a glorious Chriſtian, 
and a very good and great man, the Devil abdicated 
or a while, and left the Chriſtian armies to re-eltablifh 
the orthodox faith; nor could he bring the Chriſtians 
o a branch again among themſelves a greatwhile aſter. 

However, time, and a diligent Devil, did the work at 


SAFS FF 


h of Wat; and when the emperors, concerning themſelves one 
the Wway or other did not appear ſufficient to anſwer his 
fear end, he changed hands again, and went to work with 
| be White clergy ;/ to ſet the doctors effectually together by 


he ears, de threw in the new notion of primacy among 
them, for a bone of contention ; the bait took, the 
prieſts ſwallowed it eagerly down; and the Devil, a 
unninger fiſherman than ever St Peter was, ſlruck them 
as the angler's call it) with a quick hand, and hung 
hem faſt upon the hook. 3 | 
Having them thus in his clutches, and they being now 
vs we may ſay, his own, they took their meaſures after- 
rards from him, and moſt obediently followed his di- 
eftions; nay, 1 will not ſay but he may have had pretty 
auch the management of the whole ſociety ever ſince, 
ff what profeſſion or party ſoever they may have been, 
vith exception only to the reverend and right reverend 


LSF 


F 


do; N mong ourſelves. | | 

ther WW The ſacred as above, being thus hooked in, and the 
ore. NDeril being at the head of their affairs, matters went 
|, in Na moſt gloriouſly his own way; - firſt, the biſhops fell 
| he Wo bandying and party-making for the ſuperiority, as 
reh {Wcartily as ever temporal tyrants did for dominion ; 


nd took as black and deviliſh methods to carry it on, as 
he worſt of thoſe tyrants ever had done before them. 


oulb WW Ac laſt Satan declared for the Roman pontiff, and that 
dag pon excellent conditions, in the reign of the emperor 
out {Wauritus ; for Boniface, who had long contended for 
d ede title of ſupreme, fell into a treaty with Phocas, 


aptain of the emperor's gnard; whether the bargain” 
4 from hell or — let any one judge; the cn — 
blolutely entitle the Devil to the honor of making the 
ontract, via. That Phocas firſt murdered his maſter 
the emperor), and his ſons, Boniface ſhould countenance 
« treaſon, and declare him emperor ; 2 


— = _ 
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cler 
ö deed a fecret, management; was carried on privately, 


© - ons, by ſetting up heretics of ſeveral kinds, and raiſing 


- Gideon's ephod, all the catholic world went a whoring 
to the Devil by it, than ever he pretended to Jet ito 
heaven, though he opened the door as wide as his key 


Rome by St Peter who, by the way, never had it him- 
- ſelf), and of its being loſt by ſomebody or other, (the 


* miraculouſly forced to direct the wound to himſelf, and 
happened to ſee the fellow do it, and were converted to 


| mother made like it, to Pope Felagius, then biſpop of 


34 
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Phocas ſfiould acknowledge the primacy of the church 
of Rome, and declare Boniface univerſal biſhop. A 
bleſſed compact! which at once let the Devil at the head 
of affairs in the Chriſtian world, as well ſpiritual a; 
temporal, eccleſiaftic-as civil. Since the conqueſt over 
Eve in Paradiſe, by which death and the Devil, - hand 
in hand, eſtabliſhed their firſt empire upon earth, the 
Devil never gained a more important point than he 

gained at this time. 
He had indeed proſpered in his affairs tolerably wel 
for ſome time before this, and his intereſt among thy 
had gat ground for ſome ages ; but that was in- 


and with difficulty; as in ſowing a diſcord and faRion 
amofig the people, perplexing the councils of their 
princes, and ſecretly wheedling in with the dignified 
clergy. | 


He alſo had raiſed ahnndance of little church rebell. 
them favourers among the clergy, ſuch as Ebion, Corin- 


thus, Pelagius, and others. ; 

He had drawn the- biſhops of Rome to ſet up the 
ridiculous pageantry of the 4cy ; and while he the Devil 
ſet open the gates of hell to them all, put them upon 
locking up the gates of heaven, and giving the biſhop the 
key; a cheat which, as groſs as it was, the Devil ſo 

ilded over, or ſo blinded the age to receive it, Nhat like 


after the idol; and the biſkop of Rome ſent more fools 


was able to do. : | 
The ſtory of this key being given to the biſhop of 


Devil it ſeems did not tel} them who,) aud it being 
found again by a Lombard ſoldier, in the army of King 
Antharis ; who, attempting to cut it with his knife; was 
cut his own throat; that king Antharis and his nobles, 


Chriſtianity by it; and that the king ſent the key, With 


- 
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Rome, who thereupon aſſumed the power o opening 
and ſhutting heaven's gates; and afterwards ſetting a 
price, or toll, upon the entranc*, as we do here at paſ+ 
ling a turnpike ; theſe fine things, I fay, were ſucceſs+ 
fully managed for ſome years blfore this I am now 
ſpeaking of; and the Devil gat a great deal of ground 
the by it too; but now he triumphed. openly, and having 
he ſetup a murderer on the temporal throne, -and a church- 
emperor upon the eecleſiaſtic throne, and both of his 

ell own chuſing, the Devil may be ſaid to begin his nes 
the kingdom from this epocha, and call it REO nk oy | 
in Since this time indeed, the Devil's affairs went vecy 
ly; WW merrily on, and the clergy broaght ſo many gewgaws 
00 into their ' worſhip, and ſuch deviliſh priaciples were 
er mixed with that which we called the Chriſtian faith; 
ied "WF that in a word, from this time, the biſhop of Rome com- 
| menced whore of Babylon, in the molt expreſs terms 
. WF that could be imagined”; tyranny of the worſt ſort crept 
into the pontiticate ; errors of all ſorts into the profeſs 
IF fon; and they proceeded from one thing to another, 
till the very Popes, for ſo the biſhops of Rome were now: 

he called, by way of diſtinction; I ſay, the Popes them- 
vil ſelves, their ſpiritual guides, profeſſed openly to con- 
an federate with the Dev iT. hd to carry on a perſonal and 
c private correſpondence with him, at the fame timetaking 
pon them the title of Chriſt's Vicar, and the infallible - 
guide of the conſciences of Chriſtians, 4 life the 
18 This we have ſundry inſtances of in ſome merry 
Popes, who, if fame lies not, were ſorcerers, magicians, 
had familiar ſpirits, and immediate converſation with the 
Devil, as well viſibly as inviſibly; and by this means 
of became what we call Devils incarnate. Upon this ac- 
count it is, that I have left the converſation that paſſes 
between Devils and men to this place, as well becauſe 
I believe it differs much now in his modern ſtate, from 
b what it was in his ancient ſtate; and therefore, that 
5 which moſt concerns us belongs rather to this part of his 
hiſtory ; as alſo, becauſe, as I am now writing to the 


N preſent age, I chuſe to bring the moſt ſignificant parts of 
0 bis hiſtory, eſpecially as they relate to ourſelves, into 
ut part of time that we are moſt conceraed in. 


The Devil had once, as I obſerved before, the anivers 
al monarchy or government of mankind in himſelf; and 
N I doubt 


4 ? * 
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1 doubt not but, in that flouriſhing Rate of his affairs, he 
governed hem like what he is, viz. an abſolute tyrart; 
during this theocracy of his, for Satan is called the God 
of this World, he did not familiarize himſelf to mankind 
ſo much as he finds occaſion to do now; there was not 
then ſo much need of it; he governed them with an abſo. 
laute ſway ; he had his oracles, where he gave audience 
to his votaries, like a deity ; and he had his ſub- gods, 
who, under his ſeveral diſpoſitions, received the homage 
of mankind in their names; ſuch were all the rabble of 
the heathen deities, from Jupiter the ſupreme, to the 
Lares, or houſehold gods of every family; theſe, I ſay, 
like reſident, received the proſtrations; but the homage 
was all Satan's; the Devil had the ſubſtance of it all, 
which was the idolatry. 

During this adminiſtration of hell, there was lef 
witchcraft, leſs true literal magic, than there has been 
fince ; there was indeed no need of it, the Devil did not 
ſtoop to the mechaniſm of his more modern operations, 
but ruled as a deity, and received the vows and the bows 
of his ſubjects in more ſtate, and with more ſolemnity; 
whereas, ſince that, he is content to employ more agents, 
and take more pains himſelf too; now he runs up and av 
down hackney in the world, more like a drudge than a th 
prince, and much more than he did then. an 

Hence all thoſe things we call apparitions and viſions I ne 
of ghoſts, familiar ſpirits, and dealings with the Devil, Cl 
of which there is ſo great a variety in the world at this I m 
time, were not ſo much known among the people, in in 
thoſe firſt ages of the Devil's kingdom; in a word, the I fo 
Devil ſeems to be put to his ſhifts, and to fly to art and Im 
ſtratagem for the carrying on his affairs, much more now I 0! 
than he'did then. 1 2 ö 

One reaſon for this may be, that he has been more 
diſcovered and expoſed in theſe ages, than he was be- 
fore ; then he could appear in the world in ais own pro- 
per ſhapes, and yet not be known; when the ſons of 
God appeared at the divine ſummons, Satan came along 
with them; but now he has played ſo many ſcurvy tricks 
upon men, and they know him ſo well, that he is obliged 

to play quite ont of fight, and act in diſguiſe; mankind | 
will allow nothing of his doing, and hear nothing of his 
„ | Jing 
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ſaying in his own name; and if you propoſe any thing 
to be done and it be but ſaid the Devil is to help in the 
doing it ; or if you fay of any man, he deals with the 
Devil, or the Devil has 4 hand in it; every body flies 
him, and thuns him, as the moſt frightful thing in the 
world. 1 Ks 
Nay, if any thing ſtrange and improbable be done, or 
related to be done, we preſently ſay the Devil was at 
the doing it; thus the great ditch at Newmarket - Heath 
is called the Devil's diteh; ſo the Devil built Crowland 
abbey, and the whiſpering place in Gloceſter cathedral ; 
nay, the cave at Caſtleton, only becauſe there's no get- 
ting to the farther end of it, is called the Devil's A * 
and the like: the poor people of Wiltſhire, when you 


aſk them how the great ſtones at Stonehenge were 
brought thither ; they will all tell you the Devil brought 


them: if any miſchief extraordinary befals us, we pre- 
ſently ſay the Devil was in it, and the Devil would have 
n ſo; in a word, the Devil has got an ill name among 
vs, and ſo he is fain to act more in tenebris, more incog, 
than he uſed to do, play out of ſight himſelf, and work 
by the ſap, as the engineers call it: and not openly and 


avowedly, in his own name and perſon, as formerly,. 
though perhaps not with leſs ſucceſs than he did before: 
and this leads me to enquire more narrowly into the man- 


ner of the Devil's management of his affairs, ſince the 
Chriſtian religion began to ſpread in the world, which 
manifeſtly differs from his conduct in more antient times: 
in which, if we diſcover ſome of the moſt conſummate 
fool's policy, the moſt proſound ſimple craft: and the 
moſt ſubtile ſhallow management of things that can, by 
our weak underſtandngs, be conceived, we mult only re- 
ſolre it into this, that, in ſhort, it is the Devil. 


- 
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"CHAP. II. 
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Of Hl, 2 it is repreſented to us ; and how the Del 
I le be underſtod as. being perſonally in Hell, ulen 
- ut the ſame time we find bin at liberty ranging over the 
World. 2 rh 3H 0 


Fr is true, as that learned and pleaſant author, the in- 
imitable Dr Brown, ſays, the Devil is his own hell; 
one of the moſt conſlituting parts of his infelicity is, that 
he cannot act upon mankind bres; manu, by his own in- 
herent power, as well as rage; that he cannot unhinge 
this creation; which, as I have obſerved in its place, 
he had the utmoſt averſion to from its beginning, as it 
was a ſtated deſign in the Creator, to J place in 


heaven with a new ſpecies of beings. calle n, and 
filLthe vacancies occaſioned by his degene and re- 
belſion. . 3 
This filled him with rage inexpreſſible, and horrible 
reſolutions of revenge; and the impoſſibiliiy of execut- 
ing thoſe reſolutions torments him with deſpair ; this, 
added to what he was before, makes him a complete 
Devil, with a hell in his own breaſt, and a fire unquench- 
able burning about his heart. 8 6 
I might enlarge here, and very much to the purpoſe, 
in deſcribing ſpherically and mathematically that ex- 
quiſite quality called a deviliſh ſpirit ; in which it would 
naturally occur, to give you a whole chapter upon the 
glorious articles of malice and envy, and eſpecially upon 
that luſeious, delightful, triumphant paſſion called revenge; 
how natural to man, nay even to both ſexes; bow 
Pleaſant in the very contemplation, though there be not 
Jjuſt at that time a power of execution; how palatable 
it is in itſelf; and how well it reliſhes when diſhed up 
with its proper ſauces ; ſach as plot, contrivance, ſcheme, 
and conſedera cy, all leading on to execution; how it 
pPoſſeſſes a hunzan ſoul in even the moſt ſenſible parts; 
how it emp owerrs mankind to ſin in imagination as effec- 
tually to all fu ture intents and purpoſes( damnation) as if cat 


| -he had inn ed actually: how fate a practice it is too, 
| as 


£ 
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; to poiiſhment in this life; namely, that it impowers 
s to cut throats clear of the pallows, to ſlander virtue, 
eproach innocence, wotMd honour, and ſtab reputation; 
ind, in a word, to do all the wicked things in the world, 
hut of the reach of the law. | : 
It would alſo require ſome few words to deſcribe the 
:cret operations of thoſe nice qualities, when they reach 
he human ſonl, —how effeQtually they form a hell 
thin us, and how imperceptably they aflinfilate and 
ransform us into Devils, mere kuman Devils, as really 
Devils as Satan himfelf, or any of his angels; and that 
herefore it is not ſo much out of the way as ſome ima- 
vine to ſay, ſuch a man is an incarnate Devil; for as 
rime made Satan a Devil ; who was-before a bright 
Immortal ſeraph or angel of light, how much more 
aſily may the ſame crime make the ſame Devil, though 
very way meaner, and more contemptible, of a man, 
or a woman either? But this is too grave a ſubject for 
me at this time, week Off 
The Devil being thus, I ſay, fired with rage and 
envy, in conſequence of his jealouſy, upon the creatioo 
of man, his torment is increaſed to the higheſt by the 
limitation of his power, and being forbid to act againſt 
mankind by force of arms: that is, I ſay, part of his 
hell, which, as above, is within him, and which he car- 
ries with him where-ever he goes; nor is it ſo difficult 
to conceive of hell, or the Devil either, under this juſt 
deſcription, as it is by all the uſual notions that we are 
taught to entertain of them, by (the old women) our 
inſtructors; for every man may, by taking but a com- 
mon view of himſelf and making a juſt ſcrutiny into his 
own paſſions, on ſome of their particular excurſions, ſee 
a hell within himſelf, and himſelf a mere Devil as long 
as the inflamatioh laſts; and that as really, and to all 
intents and purpoſes, as if he had the angel (Satan) be- 
fore his face in all his locality and perſonality, that 1s 
to ſay, all Devil and monſter in his perſon, and an im- 
material, but intenſe fire, flaming about and from with» 
in him, at all the pores of his body, © 
The notions we receive of the Devil, as a perſon be 
ing in hell as a place, are infinitely abſurd and ridicu. 
lous. The firft we are certair is Hot true and fact, be- 
faulg he has a certain * (however Pmited, that 4 
ö * 8 5 
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ments of the firſt, and the agency of the laſt torment- 
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| not to tu. purpoſe), is daily viſible, and to be traced it 


real viſthility, that is not the preſent queſtion neither; 


has liberty to be there, or not to be there, as he pleaſed, 


His ſevetn attacks upon mankind, and has been fo ever 
- fince hit frſt appeararice in Paradiſe. As to his cotpo- 


it is enough that we can hunt him by the foot, that we 
can follow him as hounds do a fox upon a hot ſcent, 
We enn ſee him as plainly by the effect, by. the mi. 
chief he does, and more by the miſchief he puts us up- 
on doing, I ſay, as plainly, as if we ſaw. him by the 
eve. 14 a 
"Ic is not to be doubted. but the Devil can ſee us when 
and where we cannot ſee him; and as he has a perſonas 
-Jity, though it be ſpirituous, he and his angels too may 
be reaſonably ſuppoſed to inhabit: the world of ſpirits, 
and to have free acceſs from thence to the reffions of 
life, and to paſs and repaſs in the air, as really, tho” not 
perceptible to.to us, as the ſpirits of men do after their re- 
Jeaſe from the body, paſs to a place (where · ever that is) 
which is appointed for them. 
If the Devil was confined to a place (hell) as a pri- 
ſon, he could then have no buſineſs here; and if we pre 
tend to deſcribe hell as not a priſon, but that the Devil 


then he would certainly never be there, or hell is not 
ſuch a place as we. are taught to underſtand it to be. 

Indeed, according to ſome, hell ſhovid be a place of 
five and torment to the ſouls that are caſt into it, but 
not to the Devils themſelves, whom we make little more 
or lefs than keepers and turnkeys to hell as a goal : that 
they are ſent about to bring ſouls thither, lock them in 
when they come, and then away upon the ſcent to fetch 
more: that one fort of Devils are made to live in the 
world among men, and to be bufy continually debauch- 
ing and deluding mankind, bringing them as it were to 
the gates of hell; and then, another fort are porters 
and carriers to fetch them in. 

This is, in ſhort, little more or leſs than the old ſtory 
of Pluto, of Cerberus, and of Charon only ; that our 
tale is not half ſo well told, nor the parts of the fable fo 
well Jaid together. 

In all theſe notions of hell and the Devil, the tor» 


ing, we meet with not one word of the main, and — 
= | 8 . py 
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haps only accent of horror, which belongs' us to judge 


of about hell; I mean, the abſence of heaven, expulſion + _ 


and excluſion from the preſence and face of the chief 
ultimate, the only eternal and ſufficient God; and this 
loſs ſuſtained by a ſordid negle& of our concern in that 
excellent part, in exchange for the molt contemptible 


and juſtly condemned trifles, and all this eternal and ir 


recoverable. Theſe people tell us nothing of the eter- 
nal reproaches of conſciences, the horror of deſperation, 
and the anguiſh of a mind hopeleſs of ever ſeeing the 
glory, which alone conſtitutes heaven, and which makes 
all other places dreadful, and even darkneſs itſelf. 

And this brings me directly to the point in hand, 
viz. the ſtate of that hell we onght to have in view, 


when we ſpeak of the Devil as in hell. This i; the very . 


hell which is the torment of the Devil. In ſhort, the 
Devil is in hell, and hell is in the Devil: he is filled 
with this unquenchable fire; he is expelled the place of 
glory, banithed from the regions of light: abſence 
from the life of all beatitude is his curſe: deſpair is 
the reigning paſſion in his mind; and all the little con- 
ſtituent parts of his. torment, ſuch as rage, envy, ma- 
lice, and jealouſy, are conſolidated in this, to make his 


miſery complete, viz. the duration of it all, the eternity 


of his condition; that he is without hope, without re- 


demption, without recovery. » | 

If any thing can inflame this hell, and make it hotter, 
it is this only; and this does add an inexpreſſible hor- 
ror to the Devil himſelf ; namely, the ſeeing man (the 
only creature he hates} placed in a ftate of recovery, a 


lorious ſtate of redemption formed for him in heaven, 


and the ſcheme of it perfected on earth; by which this 
man, though even the Devil by his art may have de- 
Jaded him, and drawn him into crime, is yet in a ſtate 
of recovery, which the Devil is not, and that it is not 
in his (Satan's) power to prevent it. Now, take the 


Devil as he is in his own nature angelic, a bright im- 


mortal ſeraph, heaven-born, and having taſted the eter- 
nal beatitude, which theſe are appointed to enjoy; the 
Joſs of that ſtate to himſelf, the poſſeſſion of it granted 
to his rival, though wicked like himſelf: I fay, tale 
the Devil as he is, having a quick ſenſe of his own per. 
dition, and a Ringing ſenſe of his rival's felicity, it is 

bel 
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= decency ; nor do I think my opinion of that hell, which 


hell enough, and more than enough, for an angel to 
ſupport; nothing we can conceive can be worſe, —_ 
As to any other fire than this, ſuch, and ſo immate- 


rially intenſe,” as to torment a ſpirit, which is itſelf fire 


alſo, I will not ſay it cannot be, becauſe to God every 
thing is poſſible ; bur I muſt ſay, I cannot conceive right» 
ly of it. | : 
I will not enter here into the wiſdom or reaſonable. 
neſs of repreſenting torments of hell to be fire, and 


that fire to be a commixture of flame and ſulpher. It 


has pleaſed God to let the horror of thoſe eternal ago-- 
nies about a loſt heaven be laid before ns by thoſe ſim- 


. Hlitudes or allegories, which are moſt —_— to our ſen- 


ſes and to our underſtandings; nor will I diſpute the 
poſſibility, much leſs will I doubt but that there is to be 
a conſummation of miſery, to all the objects of miſery, 
when the Devil's kingdom in this world, ending with 
the world itſelf, that liberty he has now may be farther 


- abridged ; when he may be returned to the ſame ſtate 


he was in between the time of his fall and the creation 
of the world, with perhaps ſome additional ver geance 
on him, ſuch as at preſent we cannot deſcribe, for all 


that treaſon, and thoſe high crimes and miſdemeanors, 


which he has been guilty of here in his converſation with 


. mankind, 


As his infelicity will be then conſummated and com- 
pleted, ſo the infelicity of that part of mankind who are 
condemned with him, may receive a conſiderable addi. © 
tion from theſe words in their ſentence, to be toi ment. 
ed with the Devil and his angels ;” for as the abſence 
of the ſupreme God is a complete hell; ſo the hated 
company of the deceiver, who was the great cauſe of 
their ruin, muſt be a ſubje& of additionalahorror ; and 
they will be always ſaying, as a Scots Gentleman, who 
died of his exceffes, ſaid to the famous Dr P , who 
came to ſee him on his death bed, but had been too much 


his companion in his life, 


O tu fundamenta feciſti 


I would not treat the very ſubje& itſelf with any in- 


I fay 


cn 
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' ſay conſiſts in the abſence of him in whom is heaven, 
ne jot leſs ſolemn than theirs who believe it all fire 
nd brimRone : but I muſt own, that to me nothing can 
de more ridiculous, than the notions that we entertain 
and fill our heads with about hell, and about the Devils 
xeing there tormenting of ſouls,  broiling them upon 
pridirons, hanging them up upon hooks, carrying them 
pon their backs, and the like; with the ſeveral pic- 
ares of hell, repreſented by a great mouth with hor- 
rible teeth, gaping like a cave on the fide of a mountain: 
uppoſe that appropriated to Satan in the Peak, which 
adeed is not much unlike it, with a ſtream of fire com- 
ng out of it, as there is of water, and ſmaller Devils 
going and coming continually in and out, to fetch and 
arry ſouls the Lord knows whether, and for the Lord 
knows what. | 6:44 3 ae Ys 
\ Theſe things, however intended for terror, are in- 
leed ſo ridiculous, that the Devil himſelf to be ſure mocks 
at them: and a man of ſenſe can hardly refrain doin 
the like ; only I avoid it, becauſe I would not give of. 
fence to weaker heads. e 
However, I muſt not compliment the brains of other 
men at the expence of my own, or talk nonſenſe be- 
auſe they underſtand no other. I think all theſe no- 
ions and repreſeatations of hell and ot the Devil, to be 
as profane as they are ridicoulus ; and I ought no more 
to talk profanely than merrily of them. 
Let us learn to talk of theſe things then as we ſhould 
do; and as we really cannot deſcribe them to our rea- 


ted on and underſtanding, why ſhould we deſcribe them to 

of our ſenſes ? We had, I think, much better not deſcribe 
and chem at all, that is to ſay, not attempt it. The bleſſed 
tho  MPoſtle St Paul was, as he ſaid himſelf, carried vp, or 


ho aaught up into the third heaven; yet, when he came 
ch down again, he could neither tell what he heard, or 
Ceſcribe what he ſaw : all he could ſay of it was, that 
what he heard was unutterable, and what he ſaw was 

inconceivable. | 
It is the ſame thing as to the ſtate of the Devil, in 
thoſe regions which he now poſſeſſes, and where he now 
more particularly inhabits. My preſent buſineſs then 
is, not to enter into thoſe grave things ſo as to make 
them ridiculous, as I think moſt people do that _ of 
| em; 


Le 
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them; but as the Devil, let his reſidence be where | 
will, has evidently free leave to come and go, not into 
this world only, (I mean the region of our atmoſphere), 
but, for aught we know, to all the other inhabited 
worlds which God has made, where ever they are, and 


diſtinguiſhed ; for if he is not confined in one place, we 
have no, reaſon to believe he is excluded from any place, 
heaven only accepted,-from whence he was expelled for 
his treaſon and rebellion. 

. His liberty being then thus aſcertained, three thingy 
ſeem to be material for us to give an account of, in or. 
der to form this part of his biſtory. 


we vulgarly call the world: how he acts among us: 
what affairs mankind and he have together; and 


or may be influenced by him ? 


2. Where his principle refidence is; and whether he 
has not a particular empire of his own, to whieh 

he retreats. upon proper occalions ; where he en- 
tertains his friends when they come under his par- 
ticular adminiſtrations ; and where, when he getf 
any victory over his enemies, he carries his priſons 
ers of war? 


3. What may probably be the great buſineſs this 
black emperor has at preſent upon his hands, ei- 


ther in this world or out of ic ; and by what agents 
he works ? , 


As theſe things may, perhaps, run promiſcuouſly 
through the courſe of thi: whole work, and frequently 
be totiched at under other branches of the Devil's hik 
tory, ſo I do not propoſe them as heads of chapters, ot 
particular ſectious, for the order of c1icourle to be han- 
dled apart; for (by the way) as Satan's actings have 
not been the molt regular things in the world, fo, in our 
diſcourſe about him, it mult not be expected that we 
can always tie ourſelves down to order and eue 
elit 


— 


by whatſoever names they are, or may be known vr 


1. What his buſineſs is on this globe of earth, which 


how far his conduct here relates to us, and ours is, 
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either as to time, or place, or perſons; for Satan being 


ontent to trace him where we can find him. 

It is true in the fare 3 chapter, I ſhewed you the 
Devil entered into the herd eecleſiaſtic, and gave you 
ome account of the firſt ſucceſsful ſtep he took with 
zankind ſince the Chriſtian epocha: how having ſe- 


ic et ubique, a looſe ungoverned fellow, we muſt be 


retly managed both temporal and ſpiritual power a- 


dart and by themſelves, he now united them in point 
pf management, and brought the church uſurpation _ 
he army's uſurpation together; the Pope to bleſs 

general in depaſing and murdering his- maſter the em- 


eror ; and the general to recognize the Pope in de- 


hroning kis maſter Jeſus Chriſt. 

From this time forward, you are to allow the Devil 

myſtical empire in this world; not an action of mo- 
nent done without him, not a treaſon but he has an 
and in it, not a tyrant but he prompts him, I not a go- 
ernment but he has a————in it; not a fool but he 
ſekles him, not a knave but he guides him: he has a 
inger in every fraud, a key to every cabinet, from the 
Divan at Conſtantinpple to the Miſſiſſipi in France, and 
0 the South Sea cheats at; from the firſt at- 
ack upon the Chriſtian world, in the perſon of the 
toman Antichriſt down to the Bull Unigenites; and 
om the mixture of St Peter and Confucious in China, 
the holy office in Spain ; and down to the Emlins 
Dodwells of the current age. _ ; 

How he has managed, and does manage, and how in 
U probability he will manage, till his kingdom fhalk 
ome to a period, and how at laſt he will probably be 
anaged himſelf, enquire within, and you ſhall know 


ther, 


Aer. IE 


the manner of Satan's aching and carrying on his af 
fairy in this world; and particularly of his ordinary 


wrkings in the dark, by poſſeſion and agitation. 


THE Devil being thus reduced to act upon man- 


kind by ſtratagem only, it remains to enquire _ 


% 
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he per forms, and which way he — his attacks, I 
0 


faculties bf man are a kind of garrifon in a ſtrong ca{jl 
which as they defend ir on the one hand under the com: 
mand of the "reaſoning power of man's fon}, fo they ay 
preſcribed on the other hand, and cannot fally out with 
out leave; for the governor of a fort does not permit 
his ſoldiers to hold any correſpondence with the enemy, 
without ſpecial order and direction. Now the great th 
inquiry before us is, How comes the Devil to a park. 
with us? How does he converſe with our ſenſes, u 
With our underſtanding ? How does he reach us? Which 
way does he come at the affections, and which way dof 
be move the paſſions? It is a little difficult to diſco 
this treaſonable correſpondence ; and that difficulty 
indeed the Devil's advantage he has over mankind 
It is alſo agreatinquiry here, Whether the Devil kno; 
our thoughts, or not? If I may give my opinion, Lat 
with the negative, I deny that he knows any thing 9 
our thoughts, exeept of thoſe thoughts which he puts ij 
upon thinking; tor I will not doubt but he has the an 
to inje& thoughts, and to revive dormant thoughts iniiee 
us. It is not ſo wild a thought as: ſome take it to Ma 
that Mr Milton lays down, to repreſent the Devil ide 
ting corrupt deſires and wandering thoughts into Me 
head of Eve, by dreams; and that he brought her Mee 
dream whatever he put into her thougbts, by whiſpering 
to her vocally when ſhe was aſleep ; and to this end, lt 
imagines the Devil laying himſelf cloſe to her ear, inte 
thape of a tod, when ihe was faſt aſleep: I ſay thiss 
not ſo wild a ſcheme, ſeeing even now, if you can WH 
per any thing cloſe to the ear of a perſon in a deep 
ſleep, ſo as to ſpeak diſtinctly to the perſon, and yet noi 
awaken him, as has been frequently tried, the perſol 
ſleeping ſhall dream diſtinctly of what you ſay to him, 
nay, ſhall dream the very words you ſay. _ | 
We then have no more to aſk, but how the Devil cum 
convey himſelf to the ear of a ſleeping perſon ? and it 
granted then, that he may have power to make us dreatl 
what he pleaſes. But this is not all; for if he can 10 
forcibly, by his inviſible application, cauſe us to dream 
what he pleaſes; why can he not, with the ſame facilit\u 
prompt our thoughts, whether ſleeping or waking * 10 
dream, is nothing elſe but to think ileeping z * 
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have abundance of deep-headed gentlemen among ue, 
who give us ample teſtimony that they dream waking. 
- But if the Devil can prompt us to dream, that is te 
ay, to think x yet, if he does not know our thoughts, 
how then can he tell whether the whiſper had its ef. 
ſet? The anſwer is plain : The Devil, like the angler, 
kzits the hook ; if the fiſh bite, he lies ready to take 
the advantage: he whiſpers to the imagination, and 
then waits to fee how it works : as Naomi ſaid to Ruth, 
chap: iii. ver 18. „ Sit ſtill, my daughter, until thou 
know how the matter will fall: for the man will not 
de at reſt until he have ſiniſhed the thing.“ Thus, 
when the Devil had whiſpered to Eve in her fleep, ac- 
cording to Milton, and ſuggeſted miſchief to her ima- 
he only fat ſtill to fee how the matter would 
work; for he knew if it took with her, he ſhould hear 
more of it; and chen, by finding her alone the next 
day, without her ordinary — her huſband, he pre- ä 

ny concluded ſhe had Labbened the bat, and fo at. 
acked her afreſh. r « 
A fmall deal of craft, and leſs by far than we have 
zaſon to believe the Devil is maſter of, will ſerve to 
diſcover, whether ſuch and ſuch thoughts as he knows 


a a * 
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de has ſuggeſted have taken place or not ; the action of 


te perſon; preſent!y diſcovers it, at leaſt to him that 


lies always upon the watch, and has every word, every 
geſture, every Rep we take ſubſequent to his operation, 


pen to him. It may therefore for aught we know, bo 
great miſtake, and what moſt of us are guilty of, to 
ell our dreams to one another in the morning, after we 
ave been diſturbed with them in che night; for if the 


Devil converſes with us ſo inſenſibly, as ſome are of o- 


pinion he does, that is to ſay, if be can hear as well as 
* can ſee, we may be telling our Rory to him indeed, 
ben we think we are only talking to one another. 

This brings me moſt naturally to the important 4n- 
miry, — the Devil can walk about the world in- 
bly or not? The truth is; this is no queſtida to me; 
or as I have taken away his viſibility already, and have 
lenied him all preſcience of faturity too, and have prov 
d he cannot khow our thoughts, nor put any force up- 


$a perſous or actions, if we ſhould.take away his in- 


lidility too, we ſhould unde vil him quite, to all intents 
* ä 0 _ "and 
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and purpoſes, as to any mifchief he could do; nay, 
would baniſh, him the world, and he might even go and 
ſeek his fortune ſome where elſe; for iF-he couid neither 
be viſtble nor inviſible, neither act in public not in 
Private; he could neither have buſineſs or being in thi 
iphere, nor could we be any way concerned with him. 
The Devil therefore moſt certainly has a power and 
liberty of moving about in this world, after ſome man- 
ner or another; this is verified as well by way of al. 
legory, as by way of hiſtory; in the Scripture itlelf; 
and as the firſt ſtrongly ſuggeſts and ſuppoſes it to be ſq, 
the laſt politively aſſerts it; and, not to croud this work 
with quotatiens'from a book which we have 2ot much 
to do with in the Devil's Rory, at leaſt not much to his 
ſatisfaction, I only hint his perſonal appearance to our 
Saviour in the wilderneſs, where it is ſaid, “ the: Devil 
taketh him up to an exceeding high mountain;“ and in 
another place, the Devil departed: from him.“ What 
ſhape or figure he appeared in, we do not find mention - 
ed; but I cannot doubt His appearing to him there, any 
more than I can his talking to our Saviour in the moths 
and with the voices of the ſeveral perſons who were 
under the terrible affliction of an actual poſſeſion. 
— Theſe things leave us no room to doubt of what it 
advanced above: namely, that he (the Devil) has 
a certain reſidence, or liberty of reſiding in, and mor. 
ing about upon the ſarface of this earth, as well as in the 
eompaſs of the atmoſphere, vulgarly called the air, i 
ſome manner or other: that is the general. 
It remains to enquire into the manner, which I re 
_ folve into two kinds. e eee - +:f 


1. Ordinary, which I ſuppoſe to be his inviſible mv 
tions as a ſpirit ; under which confideration 1 ſup- 
poſe him to have an unconfined, unlimited, unte- 

. © Rrained liberty, as to the manner of acting; and 

_ this either in perſons, by poſſeſſion; or in things 
75 agitation, | 5 | 9 1 4 

2. Extraordinary z. which I underſtand to be his ap: 

pearances in borrowed ſhapes and bodies, or {hs 

Auw rather of bodies; afluming ſpeech, fg 
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4.44 and ſeveral of vitich we. can give 
vid 5 or no account ot; in which extraordinary man- 
ner of appear ances, he is either limited by a ſupe- 
rior power, or limits himſelf politically, as being 
nat the way moſt for his intereſt or purpoſe, to act 
in his buſineſs, which is more bree cone in 5 
i ſtate of obſcurity. 21 


Shang e fapraſe: the e 
in his own choĩce, whether to act in one capacity, or 
in the other, or in both; that is to ſay, of appearing, 
aud not appearing, as he finds for his putpaſe; in this. 
ſtate of :nviſidility, and under the operation of theſe 
powers and liberties, he performs all his functions and 
offices, as Devil, as prince of darkneſs, as. god of this 
world; as tempter, acculec, deceiver, and all whatſo- 
ever other names of alice, or titles of honour, he is 
known, by. | 
Now taking him ;nthis large a or little limited 
tate of aMon, he is well called, the God of this World; 
for he has very much of. the attribute of omnipreſence, 
aud may be ſaid, either by himſels, ar his agents, to be 
erery where and fee every ching: that is to Tay, every 
thing that-is-vibble ; for I cannot allow him any ſhase 
of omniſcience at all. a A 
That be rages. about every he ey is with us, and 
ſometimes in us, ſees: when he is not ſeen, hears when 
he is not heard, comes in without leave, and goes out 
without noiſe 3 is neither to be ſhut in, nor ſhut out; 
Ire that when heruns from vs, we cannot catch him; and 

when he runs after us, we cannot; eſcape him; is {een 

when he is not known, and is known when he is not 
mien; all theſe things, and. more, we have knowledge 
lop-W enough about, to convince us of the truth of them; ſo 
ure that, as I haue ſaid above, he is certainly walking to and 
andi tro through the earth, &c. after ſome manner cr other, 
asd in ſome figure or other, viſible, or invjſible, as hie 
4 finds oecafion. Now, in order to make ot hiſtory of 
him complete, the next queſtion: before us is, How, and 
in chat manner be acts with mankind ? How his king- 
dom is carried ont and by what methods be does his 
mans (08g "0H pap 5 deal W 

I 
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do; he is not an idle ſpectator, nor is he walking bott 
incognito, and clothed ˖ in miſt and darkneſs, pu purely 
in kindneſs to us, that we ſhould not be frighted at him; 
| - bat'it is in policy, that he may act undiſcovered, that de 
may ſee and not be ſeen, may play his game in the dark 
and not be detected in his roguery ; that he may prompt 
miſchief, raiſe tempeſts, blow up coals, kindle Rrife, 
embroil nations, uſe inſtruments, and not be known to 
have his hand in any thing; when at the ſame time he 
really has a hand in every thing. 

Some are of opinion, and I among the reſt, that if 
the Devil was perſonally and. viſibly preſent among us, 
and we converied with him face to face, we ſhould f 
ſo familiar with him in a little time, that his ugly fi 
would not affect us at all; that his terrors woyl 
jright us; or that we ſuould any more trouble — 
about him, than we did with the laſt great comet in 
1678, which appeared ſo long, and ſo conſtantly, with - 
out any particular known event, that at laſt we took no 

more notice of it, than of the other ordinary ftars whick 
had appeared before we or our anceſtors were born. 
For indeed ſhould we have much reaſon to be 
ed at him, or at leaſt none of thoſe filly things could be 
| ſaid of him, which we now amuſe ourſelves about, and 
by which we ſet him up, like a feare-crow, to fright 
children and old women, to fill up old ſtories, make 
fongs and ballads : and, in a word, carry on the lows 
prized buſſoonry of the common people; we ſhould 
either ſee him in his angelic form, as he was from the 
original: or, if he has any deformities entailed upon 
. by the ſupreme ſentence, and in juſtice to the de- 
ormity of his crime, they would be of a ſuperior nature, 
and fitted more for our cantempt as well as horror, 
than thoſe. weak and fancied trifles contrived by our 
ancient Devil-raiſers and Devil-makers, to feed the way- 
| ward fancies of old witches and ſorcerers, who cheated 
the ne world with a devil of their own making, 
ſet forth rrorem, with bat's wings, horns, eloven- 
feet, long tail, forked tongue, and the like. ref 
la the next place, be his frightful figure what it would 
and his legions as numerous as the hoſt of heaven, we 
ſhouid ſee him ſtill, as the prince of devils, though mon- 
Rrous.as a dragon, flaming as a comet, tall as a moung 


* 


yet dragging his chain after him equal to the ut- 
oh 2 ſappoſed ſtrength; alway in cuſtody of his 
him; WM goalers the aungels, his power "overpowered; his rage 
u he Ml cave andtabated, or {atleaſt awed, and under cor- 
ark, MWredion; limited and reſtrained f im a word, we ſhould 
my bee hama ranquithed flave, his ſpirit broken, his malice, 


n to and de not able to work any thing againſt us by force; 


ehe on dat be would be to us but like the lions in the tower 


. encaged and locked up, unable to do the hurt he wiſhes 
t if Nodes anditharwe ſeuryor indeed any hurt at all. 
From hence it is evident, that it is not his buſineſs to 
1 be be public, or wo walk up and down in the world viſibly, 


zure and in his on ſhape; his affairs require different man- 


agemtntgas might be made apparent from the nature of 
things and the manner of our adlings, as men either 
wih ourſelvet, or to ont another. 
Nor could he be ſerviceable in his generation, as a 


% pubiie perſon, as now! he is, or anſwer the end of his 
aich perty who employ him, and who if he was to do their 
18 buſineſs in public, as he does in private; -would-not be 
rh. able to employ him ab all. n 1419 edit \. 7 ond ; 


As in Our sedern :wieetings, for:the propagation of 


tertalnment, and no improvement For tke good of the 
age, if the people did not all appear in maſque, and con- 


datan (from whoſe management thoſe more happy af - 
ſemblies are taken, as capies ot a glos ious original) per- 


could do nothing.? 90 * © his 


his own cloaths, and with hit own ſhape; a pearing up- 


preached in fo many pulpĩts, preſided in ſo many 'coun« 
eils, voted in ſo many committees, ſat in fo many.courts, 
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impudenoe, and other virtues, there would be no en- 
cealed from the com mom obſervatiors; ſo neither could 


ſorm the uſual and neceſſar y buſineis of his profeſſion, if 
he did. not appear wholy in covert, / aud under needſul 
diſguiſes: How, but for the convemence of his habit, 
could he caſt himſcif into ſo many ſhapes, act on ſo aun 
Giterent/fcenes, and turn ſo many wheels of ſtate in the 
nd, as he has done ! As à mere profeſſed Devil che 
. N | 9 Ss 


Had he been objiged always/to a&'the mere Devil in 
permoſt in all cafes and places, he could never hate 


and influenced fo many parties And ſactions in churm ) 


ad ſtate, as we have reaſon to believe he bas done it 
a | wy 03 , | | 2 aa 
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ſervice- book upon the people in Scotland; and at the 
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our nation; and in our memories too, as well as in other 
nations, and in more ancient times. The ſhare Say 
Has had in all the weighty confufions) of the-times, ever 
ſince the firſt ages of Chriſtianity in the world, * 

carried on with ſo much ſecreey, and ſo much with a 
air of cabal and intrigue; that nothing can have bent 
managed more ſubtilly and cloſely; andrin the ſamt 

manner has he acted in our times, in order to conceal 
his intereſt, and the influence * has had i in the-copnci 
of the world. 

Had it been poſſible „e. bin ta have raiſed the flame 
of rebellion and war ſo often in this nation, as he cer- 
tainly has done. Could he have agitated: the parties on 
both fides, and inflamed the ſpirits of three nations, if 
he had appeared in his own dreſs, a mere nakgd Deyil? 
It is not the Devil as a devil, that does the miſchich 
but the Devil in maſquerade; gatan in full diſguiſe, and 
acting at the head of civil confuſion and diſtraction. 

If hiſtory may be credited, the French court at the 
time of our old confoſions, was made the ſcene of 82. 
tan's politics and prompted both parties in England, and 
in Scotland alſo to quarrel; and how was it - done? 

Will any man offer to fcandalize the Devil ſo much 2 
to ſay, or ſo muchas to ſuggeſt; that Satan had no hand 
in it at all? Did not the Devil, by the agency of Cardina 
Kichlieu, ſend 400, 00 crowns at one time, and 600, 000 
at another to the Scots, to raiſe an army and march 

© boldly into England; and did not the ſame Devil, a 

the ſame time, by other agents, remit 8eco00 crowns 

to the other party, in order to raiſe; an army to fall up 
on the Scots? Nay did not the Devil, with the ſame 
ſubtilty, ſend down the archbiſhop's order to impoſe the 


* 
929 


Fame time raiſe a mob againſt it, in the great church 
lat St Giles's) ? Nay, did he not actually in the perſon 
of an old woman, (his favourite inſtrument), throw the 
three · legged ſtool at the ſervice - bock, and animate the 


| 5 -xealous people to take up arms for religion, and tum 


rebels for God's fake ? 

\ ES Al theſe happy and ſucceſsful undertakings, though 
it is ＋ ano to be doubted they were done by the + 

 gency of Satan, and in a very ſurpriſing manner 100 

. what 1 call poſſi 
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yants as he found out fit to be employed in —_— 
E care in 


3 we ſhall e touch all. cis part over 
again, when we come to diſcourſe of the particular habics 
and diſguiſes which the Dex il has made uſt of all along 
in the world, the better to ver his adios, and to con- 
ceal his being concerned in them. 

In the mean time, the c or Artie ti Devit © 
makes uſe of in all theſe 
rable; it is an old practiſe of + far and he has gone on 
in divers meaſures, fer the better concealing himſelf in 
it: which meaſures though he vanes ſometimes, as his 
extraordinary affairs require, yet they are in all ages 
much the ſame, and have the ſame namely, 
that he may get all his buſineſs carried on . won 
mentality of fools; that he may make mankind 
in their own deftruQion ; and that he may have 
work done in ſuch a manner as that he may ſeem to 
have no hand in it; nay, he contrives ſo well, that the 
very name Nad is rr Men his err gontys'and 
the ſcandal of the black t lies all upon them. 

In order then to look a little into his conduct, let us 
inquire into the common miſtakes about him, ſee what 
uſe is made of them to his advantage, and how far man. 


kind is impoſed upon in * to what 


own. purpoſe. 

} up v Yh,0 % 

e the TY | 

t the Cc HA P. IV. | 

urch | 

rſon ee agents or miffnarics, and heir ar, upon and 

the; | is 2he e ene 5 

e the 

turn NFINITE advantages attend the Devil in his revive 
| government, as they reſpect the of his 


management 
intereſts, and the carrying on his abſolute monarchy 
in this world, particularly as it gives him room to a& 
by the agency of his inferior miniſters and meſſengers, 
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is in itſelf very conſide- 
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atviangymerable multitude at his command, enough Toe 
aught ve know, to ſpare ohe id attend every man und 
_ woman; now; abye in the Word z and of whom if u 

may believe gur. ſecond ſight Cheoiftians, the dir is a¹e, 
nàs full as a beam of the eveging ſun is of inſets, where 
they arggever .thady;;forbaficefy. and to gu and of 


as they hre all of the ſame ſpititrnevs quality with him " 


ſeli, and conſequently. invitikde kke hum, except as above, 
are ready upon all occaſions to be ſem to and into any 
fucli perſon and tor ſuch purpoſes, ſuperior limitations 
only excepted, as the grand director of Deuils (ia 90 
Devil, properiy ſo called). guides them; and be the. 
ſubject, or the, objec, hat it will, that ia to ſay, be'the ji, 
perſen they are ſent to, or into, as above, who it wil i 
and tha buſineſs the meſſenger is to do Mat it will, they 
are ſuſſcientiy qualified ; for this is particular tu Satan: 
mol. $ or agents, that they are not like us human 
Devils here in the word, ſume bred up ane way, and 
ſome another, ſothe of. ane trade ſome of another, and Me; 
conſequentiy ſome fit far, one buſineſs, ſome. fer another 
ſome good for ſomething, aud ſome good for nothing 
but his people are every one fit for every thing; can, Wor 
find their way every where, and are a march for every 
body they are ſent tog in a word, there are no: fooliſh 
Devi/s; they are all fully qualified for their | employs 
ment, fit for any thing he ſeto them about, and very ſel 
dom miltake their errand, or tail in the buſineſs they 
%% oy 
Nor is it ſtrange at all, that the Devil ſhould have Nes 
ſack a numerous. train of deputy Devils to act under 
him; for it mult be acknowledged he has a great deal hm 
of buſineſs upon his hands, -a'valÞ deal of work to do, 
abundance ot public affairs under his direction, and au 
infinite variety of particular caſes always before kim: 
for example. Sr Ft . — pol m— 
How many governments in the world are wholly in Mair 
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eils under his oirection ? Nay, I believe, it would k 
Hard to prove, that there is, or has been one council of 
Katt in the world, for many hundred years paſt,” dem 
to the yeir 1513 (we do not pretend to come rater 
home), where the Devil, by himſelf or his agents, in 
hay ** a Ohne 
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len the chair, 1092 

And though ſome learned authors may. difoute his. |; 
int with me, by giving ſome examples, / where the 
outils of princes have 
i were things have been carried againſt Satan's inte». 
el, and even to his great mortification, od apr og. 1 
nore than this ; namely, that, A IN the 
as been out · voted; but it does not he might. 
ave been preſent there, and have — his intereſt, 
far as he could, only that be had not the fucceſs he 
* for 1 do not pretend to ſay, that he has never 


0 b mall ſfignificarion, that when I come to the particulars. 
s1ſhall-do in the ſequel of this hiſtory, you will find them 
ardly worth naming ; and that, take it one time with 
zother, the Devil has met witk ſuch à ſeries of ſucceſs 
all his affairs, and has ſo ſeldbm been baulked; and 
here he has met with a little check in his politics, has. 

, ſo ſoon and * —— recovered if 1-604 
gained his loſt 


E „ that rage 
mpire is far from being leſſened in the world for the | 
0 thouſand years of the Chriſtian eſtabliment. 
Suppaſe we tube un oßſer vation from the g 
{ Luther, or from the- year: 1420, and call the refor-; 
ation a blow to the Devil's kingdom, which before that. 
as come to fach an height in Chriſtendom, that it is a 
veſtion not yet thoroughly decided, whether that medley. 
f ſuperſtition, and horrible hereſies, that maſs of eathu-. 
aſm and idols, called the Catholic Hierarchy, was a 
durch of God, or a church of the Devil; whether it 
an aſſembly of ſaints, or a ſynagogue of Satan; I. - 
1 u, take that time to be the epocha of Sapan's declenſien,. 
Ind of Lucifer's falling from heaven, that is, fr8m the. 
., ſo of his terreſtrial glory; yet, whether he did not 

Main io the 'defeRion of the Greek church, about that 
me, an ſince, as much as he has loſt in the reformation 
the an, is what authors are not yet agreed about, 
et reckoning what he has regained ſince of the ground 
ich he had loſt even hy ag CR + 8 l 
mari EO OT EO . dominione,s 5 
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acted by a better hand. 


\ difappointed; but thoſe examples are ſo rare, and of 5 
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reſormation is ahnoſt eaten: out by perſtemios 1 "the 
whole Valtoline, and ſome adjacent countries] hey 
whole hegdom of Poland, and afmem all H ary' fe 
ſince the laſt wax; the reformation, as it were 
ing der breche and expiving, in that country; allo fs 
rat large/provincees.iv Germany, as Auſtria, 

_ and the whole kingdom of Bohemia, where the veſch 
_— once powerfully . planted, received im death'y 
fe ral oor „Anno 1627, and languiſt. 
Dar lxtle while, died, nnn 
good ng e reigned in ith ſlead. 
countries, thus regained: Saas infernd 
2 tet us add his modern conqueſts, and "the ei. 
erosehments he Has male vpon the reformation in the 
preſent age, which are, however light we make 
them, very conſiderable; vis. the: eletorate! of the 
 Rhitie; and the Palatinate; the one fallen to the hou 
of Bavaria, and the other to that af Newburgh, bath 
Pepi the ducky ol Deaux Ponts fallen juſt now to _ 
piſh Branch, the whole electörate of Saxany Fallen u 
the! ber of Poptth'goyornment” by the apoſtaey o 
their Priaces, a likely to follow the fate of Be 
| hemig, whenever the'diligent' Devif can bring his n 
project in Poland to beat, 2s it is 3 than proba 
le will do ſome time or other; by the growing i 
-+ * as e of” ee of bigots) the þ ic 
A 
But to ſous -up che doit Roty;' we mut add, in 
| of ad Devil's conqueſts, the whole kingdom of Frand 
bers we have in one year ſeen, to the immartal "gh 
of the Devil's politics, that his meaſiires. haye prevail 
to the total extirpation of the Proteſtant chneches wit 
but à war; and that intereſt, which for zo6:yeat&lha 
ſopported itſelf in ſpite of perſecutions, N n 
civil wars, aud innumerable battles and Nat 
laſt received its mortal wound from its on Sap. 
Henry IV. and ſunk into utter Oblivion, by Satan v n me 
exquiſite managemert, under the ageney of his two pri 
miniſters, Cardinal Rich!iu;-Lewis' the 2 whom: K 
entirely poſſeſſed,” c. 
- 'Thas far we have 4 mskanchöhy yiew of the 0 
new conqueſts, and the ground n 
the reformation ; ; in which his ſecret management! 
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Ning one ching to pals, Which by his own former 
ofitake (for the De yil as not infallible) he has render- 
ed impollible, he we u!d bring the proteſtant intereſt ſo 
pear its Tuiti, that Heaves 5 be, as it were, put to 
the necellity nnn by W to ee the 
aſe. is thus. 
Ancients hiſtorians tg us, and from good authority 
nguiſh, that the Devil, finding it for his intereſt to bring his 
bx and ſaroutite Mahomet, upon the ſtage, and ſpread ke vie- 
torious half moon upon the ruin of the croſs, having, 
with great ſucceſs, raiſed fir the Saracen empire, and 
then the Turkiſh, to ſuch, a height, as that the name 
of Chriſtian ſeemed to, be gd, in thoſe two quar- 
ters of the world, which were then not the greateſt only 
put by far the moſt. powerful, I mean Aſia, and Africa; 
having totally laid waſte all thoſe, ancient and flouriſh- 
ing churches of Africa, the labours of St Cyprian, Ter- 
tullian, St Auguſtine, and 670 Chriſtian biſhops and 
fathers, who governed there at once; alſo all the 
churches of Smyrna, Philadelphia, Epheſis,g orgs 
Antioch; Laodicea, and innumerable oth 
tus, Bythinia, and .the provinces of the hers i Fo Aſa. 
The Devil having, I ſay, finiſhed theſe conqueſts ſo 
much to his Gatialackion, began to turn his eyes north, 
ward, and though he had a conſiderable riot dr" in the 
Whore of Babylon, and had brought his power, by the 
ſubjeftion of the Roman hierarchy, to a great height, 
yet finding the intereſt of Mahomet moſt ſuitable-to his 
gevlliſn purpoſes, as moſt adapted to the deſtructon of 
wankind, and laying waſte the world, he reſolved to 
elponſe the growing power a the Turks. and bring him 
in upon Europe like a A... | 

In order to this, and to m y for an eaſy con. 
queſt, like a true Devil, he holes nder ground, ant 
lapped the foundation of the Chriſtian power, by ſow- 
ing diſcord among the . reigning princes of Europe: 
that ſo en envying one another, they might be we 2a 
to ftand fill and look on, while due Fark devaured 
them one by one, .and. at laſt, might ſwallow them all 


up. | 
This. deviliſh_palicy toek t bis heart? Stent the 
eee dozing, a” 


8 and his. politics ſo-gogd, that could he 


rh 2 Wrbar 
Verned, un the Turk conquered Thrace, over · run ze 
Via, Macedonia, Bulgaria, and all the remains of yy 
"Grecian empire, and laſt the re city of Conſtany 
nople itſelf. 
Finding this odfitic method ſp well to anſwer his end 
the Devil; who always improves upon the ſucceſs of lj 
oven e reſolved, . from that time, Uo layy 
foundation for the making thoſg diviſions and jealpy. 
-Hies of the Chriſtian princes immortal; whereas they 
were at fixſt only perſonal, and founded in privat 
quarrels between the princes reſpectively; ſuch as 
. mulation of one another's glory, envy at the extract. 
dinary valour, or other merit, of this or that leader, 
or revenge of ſome little affront ; for which, notwith 
, Randin of bony was the piety of Chriſtian princes jy; 
" thoſe Jays, that they made no ſcruple to ſacrifice 
whole armies, yea, nations, to their piques and private 
quarrels; a certan fign. w whoſe — they were 
under. 
© Theſe being the cauſes by which the Devil firſt ſome 
the ſeeq; of miſchief among them, and the-ſuccels ſi 
well anſwering bis deſi gn, he could not but wiſh to 
have the ſame advantage always ready at his hand; 
and therefore he reſolved to order it ſo that-theſe di. 
Jo which, however. uſeful to him, were only per- 

Rh and conſequently temporary, like an annual in 4 
n, Which muſt be raiſed anew every ſeaſon, might 


for th furor be rational and conſequently dyrable 


£2 


ech this end, it was neceſſary | to lay the foatndaton of 


eternal feud, not in the humours and ns of men 
only, but in the intereſt of nations; the way to do this 
was to form and ſtate the dominion of Princes, 
dy ſuch a plan drawp in hell, and laid out trom a ſcheme 
truly political, of which the Devil was chief engineer; that 
the Wife ſhould always remain being a natur Wo 
conſequence ohe ſituation of the country, the.temper 
of the ole the nature of the commerce, the climate, 
the manner of living, or ſomething which ſhould den 
render it impoilible for them to unite. 

This, I ſay, was a ſcheme truly infernal, in which the 
Devil was as certainly the principle operator, to illuſt-\ 
tate great things by fall, as — 


- 
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be high Dutch rebellion, or Sir John Bt of the 
ine proje&; called the South ſes Rock.” Nor did this 


or the ſucceſs appear unworthy of the undertaker for 
we'ſee it not only anſwered the end, aud — the 
3 at the ſame time, and formidabie to 
Europe ever after, but it works to this day; the foun- 
dations of the diviſions remain in all the ſeveral nations, 
2d wt 20 ſweh a degree, . they 
hould amte. 

This is'what I hinted before, in which the Devil was 


thing of what is to come; for this very ſoundation of im- 
ares) jealouſy und diſcord between wing + = ſeveral nations 
ces el Spain, France, Germany, and others whickthe/Devil 
þini'elf, with ſo much policy, contrived, and whicheſerv- 
d his intereſts ſo long, is now the only obſtrucion to 
bis deſigns, and prevents the entire ruin of the refor- 
nation; for though the reformed countries are v 
erful, and ſome of them, as Great Britain and 


els ie are particularly, mere. powerful chan every yet ir 
iſh to not be ſaid that the Proteſtant intereſts in are 
and; ſtronger than formerly, or ſo ſtrong as they were in 
e di. 1623, under the victorious arms of the Swede: on the 


other hand, were it poſſible that the Popiſſi powers, to 
wit, of France, 'Spain, Germany, Italy, and Poland, 
which are entirely Popiſh; could heartily unite their inte · 
e reſts, and ſhould join their powers to attack the Proteſ- 
_ Wants the latter would fiad it very difficult, W 
vn of bie, to defend themſelves. 

men an er a unden ef the Pop 
ould be, and as uſeful as it would be to the Devil's 
— not the Devil with all his angels is. 
able to bring it to pats: no not with all his craft and 
unning; he divided them, dut he cannot unite them; 
ſo that even, juſt as it is with men, ſo it is with devils, 
bey may do in an hour what they canzet undo in an 


Her. 

This may ee thoſe 9 hearted Chriſtians a- 
nong us, who cry out of the danger of religious war in 
Europe, and what terribte things will happen when 
France, and Spain, and Germany, and Italy, and Poland, 
| ball unite: let this antwer ſatisfy them, che Der 

P himſelf 


— 


contrivance ef the Devil at all diſhonour its 3 TS, 


miſtaken; and is another inſtante that he knows no- 
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himſelf can never make France and Spain, or France af 
the emperor, unite ; jarring humours may be Teconciled 
but jarring intereſts never can; they may unite fo as th 
make peace, though that can hardly be long, but nere 
ſo as to make conqueſts together; they are too mut 
afraid of one another, for one to bear that any addition 
of ſtrengh ſhould come to the other. But this is 20 
greſſion. We thall find the Devil miſtaken, and dif 
appointed too, on ſeveral occaſions, as we go along. 

I return to Satan's intereſt in the ſeveral governments 
and nations, by virtue of his inviſibility, and which be 
carries On by poſſeſſion. It is by this inviſibility that 
he preſides in all the councils of foreign powers, {fat 
we never mean our own, that we 4 ways premiſe); 
and what though it is alledged by the critics that h 
does not preſide, becauſe there is always a preſident: re 
ay, if he is not in the preſident's chair, yet if he beinMtic 
the preſident himſelf, the difference is not much; and i by 
he does not vote as a counſellor, if he votes in the counſe- m 
lor it is much the ſame; and here, as it was in the ſtory 
of Ahab the king of Mead, as he was a lying ſpirit in the it 
mouths of all his prophets, ſo we find him a pirit of ſom i: 
particular evil quality or other, in all the traniactions a al 
tranſactors on that ſtage of liſe we call the ſtate. p⸗ 

Thus he. was a difſembling ſpirit in Charles IX: d 
turbulent ſpirit in Charles V. emperer; a bigotted ſpin vi 
of fire and faggot in our Queen Mary; an apoſtate ſpim i d: 
in Henry IV. ; a cruel ſpirit in Peter of Caſtle; « 16 
vengeful ſpirit in Ferdinand II.; a rr 11 
XIV.; a Sardanapalus in Charles II. 

In the great men of the world, take them a degree 
Jower than the claſs of crowned heads, he has the fame 
ſecret influence, and hence it comes ta paſs, that ht 
teſt heroes, and men of the higheft character for 
atchievements of glory, either by their virtue or valous 
however they have been crowned with victories, and 
elevated by human toggnes, whatever the molt conſume 
mate virtues or good qualities they have been k ¹ 
by, yet they have always had ſome devil or other i 
to preſerve Satan's claim to them uninterrupted 

and prevent their eſcape out of his hands. Thus u 
have feen a bloody devil in D'Alva; profligate devil BY < 


0 ö a \ying, _ W 1 
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gea; a treacherous devil in a Mazarin; a arne] merci- 
les devil in a Cortes ; a debauched devil in an Eugene; 
a conjuring devil in a  Luxemburgh, and a covetous devil 
in a M——h- Ina word, tell me the man, and Iwill. 
tell you the ſpirit that reigned in him. 

Nor does he thus carry on his ſecret management by 

wlſefſion in men of the firſt magnitude only ; but have 
he not had evidences of it among ourſelves ? How * 
he been a lying ſpirit in the mouths of our prophets; 
lactious ſpirit in the heads of our politieians; a prot aſe 
devil in a Bs; a corrupt devil in M—— ; a proud 
V thafWſpirit in my Lord Plauſible; A bulipingApirit 1 in my Lord 
8, (for Bugbear ; a talkative ſpirit is his Grace the D — of 
miſe); Rattle · hall; a ſeribbling ſpirit in my Lord H— +, a run- 
hat be away ſpirit in my Lord frightſul; and ſo thro' a long 
ent: roll of heroes, whoſe exceeding and particular qualifica- 
e be i tions proclaim Joudly what handie the Devil cook them 

and i by, and how fait he held them! for theſe were all to 
ounſel-W men of ancient fame; Ihope you know that. 
non From the men of figure, we deſcend to the mob; and 
in the it is there the ſame thing.  PofſeſEon, like the plague, 
f ſome is morbas plebzi : not a family but he is a ſpirit of ſtriſe 
ns a and contention among them: not a man but he has a 
part in him: he is a drunken devil in one, a whoring 
devil in another, a thieving de vil in a third, a lying de- 
vil in the fourth; and ſo on to a 2 and a hun- 
dred thouſand, ad infnntum. _. 

Nay, even the ladies have their ſhare in the poſſeſſion: 
and ii they have not the devil in their heads, or in their 
tails, ia their face or their tongues, it muſt be ſome 
poor deſpicable ſne devil that Satan did not think it 
worth bis while to meddle with; and the number of 
thoſe that are below his operation, . I doubt is very 
wat Bat that part I, have much more to lay t to in its 
From degrees of "ike Yin to proſeſſi ons * employ- x 
ments, it is the fame. We find the Devik is a true 
poſture-maſter:z he aſſumes any dreſs, appears in any 
ſhape, counterteits every voice, acts upon every ſtage: 
here he wears a gown, there a long robe bere he 
uu wears the jack-baots, there tae ſmali ſword; is here an 
mall cuba, there a buffoon; on this ſide he aQts the moun - 
ch er, on that fide the merry Sade nothing come s 
16; P3 Amis 
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amiſt to him, from EO! to the Scaramouch: 
the Devil is in them, more or leis, and plays his 

o well, that he makes ſure work with them all, He 
knows where the common foible lies, which his univer. 


| fal paſſion, what handle to take hold of every mat hy, 


and how to cultivate his intereſt ſo as not to fail of his 
end or miſtake the means. ; 
Ho then can it be denied, but that his acting thus 
in tenebris, and keeping out of the fight of the world, is 
abundantly his intereſt ; and that he could do not hing; 
comparatively fpeaking, by any other method. 
What would his public appe wance have fignified} 
Who would have entertained him in his own proper 
ſhape and perſon ? Even B—— B—— himſelſ, though 
all the world knows he had a fooliſh devil in him, would 
not have been fool enough to have taken him into his 


- ſervice, if he had known him: and my Lord Simpleton 


alſo, whom Satan has ſet up for a cunning fool, ſeems to 
have it fit much, better upon him, how he paſſes for a 
fool of art, than it ſhould have done, if the naked Devil 
had come and challenged him for a fool in nature. 
Infinite variety illuſtrates the Devil's reign among the 
ſons of men, all which he manages with ad mirable der. 
terity, and a flight particular to Himſelf, by the mere ad- 
vantage of his preſent concealed ſituation, and which, 
had he been obliged to have appeared in public had been 
all-loſt, and he capable of juſt nothing at all, or at lealt 
of nothing more than the other ordinary politicians c 
wickedneſs could have done without him. SER, 


Now, authors are much divided as to the manner how 


the Devil manages his proper inſtruments for miſchief; 
{or Satan has a great many agents in the dark, who 
neither have the Devil in them, nor are they much at- 
quainted with him, and yet he ſerves himſelf of them; 
Whether of their folly, or of that other frailty called 
wit, it is all one ; he makes them do his work, when 
they think they are doigg their own; nay ſo cunning 
is he in his guiding the weak part of the world, that 
cven when they think they are ſerving God, they we 
doing nothing leſs or more than ſerving the Devil: na), 
it is ſome of the niceſt part of his operation, to make 
t nem believe they are ſerving God when they are doing 


is work. Thus thoſe, who the Scripture foretold ſhould 


\ pre- 


WP Chriſt's IK oy in the latter FR where 10 


think they do God good. fervice. "Thus the inquiſition, 


(for example) it may be, at this ti 56 in all the atis of 


Chriſtian croelty which they are famous for, (if any 
of them are. ignorant, enough not to know that they ate 
devils incarnate) may, ſor auglit we know, go cn for 
God's fake; torture, murder, ſtarve to death, mangle, 
and macerate, and all for God and God's . catholic 


church : and it is certainly the Devil's maſter-piece to 1 


bring mankind wo ſuch a perfection of deviliſm as that 
of the Inquiſrtion is; for if the Devil had not been in 
them, could they chriſten ſuch a hell- fire judicature 28 
the Inquiſition is by the name of the holy cfice? And ſo 
in Paganiſm, how could ſo many nations ameng the 
poor Indians offer human ſacrifices to their idols, and 

murder thouſands of men, women and children, to ap- 


peaſe this god of the air when he 1s angry, if the Devd - | 


did not a& in them under the vizor of devotion ? 

But we need not go to America, or the Inquiſition 
nor to Paganifm or to Popery either, to look for people 
tat are ſacriſieing to the Devil, or that give their peace- 
offerings to him, while they are offered upon God S altar. 
Are not our churches (aye, and meeting houſes too, as 
much as they pretend to be more ſanQified than their 
neighbours), full of Devil worfhippers! Where do his 
devotees gratulate one another, and congratulate him, 
more than at church? Where, while they hold uptheir 
hands, and turn up their eyes towards heaven, they 
make all their vows to Satan, or at leaſt to the fair dev ils 
lis repreſentatives, which l ſhall ſpeak of in their place: 

Do not the ſons of God make aſſignstions with the 


daughters of men in the very houſes of worſhip? Do 


hey not talk to them in the language of the eyes? And 
What is at the bottom of it, while the one eye is upon 
the prayer. book, and the other adjuſting their dreſs, ar x 


they not ſacrifiging to Venus and Mercury, nay, a 


te very Devil they dreſs at ? 
Let any man impartially ſurvey the church geſtures, 
the air, the poſtures, 4 the behaviour: let him keep 
| 654% roll, and if I do not ſhe him two Devil: wor · 
| 2 ; fHyppers 


* 


. 
* 
2 
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ſmippers for one true ſaint; then the word ſam nu 
, Have another fignification chan I ever underſtood ich. 

The church (as u. place) is the receptacle ef the dell 
ns well as the aſfembly of the Hing. What relates o WM /; 
thode below, Idoubt Satan, ifhe would be o kind, could 

Hive a better account of than I can; but as" to che fu. 
Poerſteies I Pretend to fo mueh penetration a to tel 
Jou, that there are more ſPe&res, more apparitionsal. 
Jn t — Io — 250 that OW ing of Un matter 


| br 5 ppened to Give ata eminetylten of God's moſt 
a worthip the other day, with a gentleman of u 
acquaintance, who, T obſerved; minded very Rttle the 
bulmeſs he om to come about. Firſt; I aw Him al. 
ways bufy ag aboat him; and bowing this way and 
that way ; nay, he made two or three bow and ferepe 
when he was ting t he reſponſes to the tex command 
ments; and 1 you he made ir correſpondſtrangeſʒ 
"to that the . was not ſo broken in upam us yo 
would expe it flould.—tluis; *Lord,”--ande bowt 
F line lad Aut come up to her font;-—thave 
” 2 5 bows to a of ladies thateumeints 
the next pew altogether,---4andimclme” then top. 
pedto make a great ſcrape — 
AHuſt then the hearts of alb the chureh were 
of from the ſubje&, for the reſpoufe Was over i h 
"huddled up the. reſt in whiſpers; for God" Almighty 
could hear, him well enough, he ſaid, nay, as welle 
If he had oken as loud as his nei did. 
After we were come home, 1 aſked- Hm wha: he 
meant by all this, and what he thought of it? 
How could I help it? (ſaid he) I muſt not-be rude 
What; (said I) fade to whom; 
Why, (fays w_ there came m fo many hung 
could not. pit. W SPE 
Wat! (faid 5 could not you help bowing whe 
you were ſaying your prayers! 
g He he) the ladies would have though 
had lighted t 7 could not avoid it: - 
Ladies! (faid' 91 I thoughe you called chem evi 


TR now, 
| Þ Aj 


wm 2 mer 16 @ 
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I ſhould enter into a long detail of invol 


or THE DEVIL. 


by Fl be.rude to them however. 

7ery w 

Almighty, RG vou could not be rude to the Devil! 
Why, that's true, he) but what can we dot if 

we muit not worſhip the Devil a little between whiles,, 
This 13the-eale indeed, and Satan carries his point on 

every hand; for I the fair ſpeaking world, and the fair 

looking world, are generally devils, that is to ſay, aro 

in his management, we are ſure the foul. {peaking wal. 


the foul-doing world, are all on his ſide! and you have 


chen only the tair-daing part ofthe world that are out of 
his claſs; and when we ſpeak of them, O bow few!- 

But I return to the Devil's managing our wicked - 
part; for this he does with moſt exquiſite ſubtility: and 
this is one part of it, viz. he thruſt our voices into our 
virtues, by which he mixes the clean and the unclean; 
and thus, hy the corruption of the one, poiſons and de- 
dauches: 8 other; ſo that the ſlave he governs cannot 
account for hig own common actions, and is fain to be 
— his Maker to accept of the heart, without the 

and feet s to take, as we vulgarly expreſs it, the 
will for the deed ; and if heaven was not ſo good to 
eome into the half and half ſervice, I don't. ſee but the 
Devit would carry away all his ſervants. Here, indent, 
* > 
nels, which, in vp is neither more nor leſs than the 
Devil in every ; aye, in every one cf you, * 
governors — 5 take it as you pleaſe. 

What is eur e, when we look back with r re- 
fleftion and re proach an paſt follies? I think I was be- 
witched,. I Was ed; certainly the Devil was in 
me, or elſe I ' haver been fe a ſot. « Devit in 

you, Sir; aye, who doubts it? Vu may be fure the 
Devil was in you, and there he is ſtill; oops 
he can catch. you in the ſame ſnare, you will be che | 
ſame fot that you ſa you was before, 

In ſhort, the Devil is too cunning for us, and mana- 
8 way he governs the vices of mep by 
his o methods. every erime will not make 


a man a devil, yet it ry, owned, that every erime 


puts 


275 
ay 4 (faid he) little 1 devils 3 


I(faid I) then you, would be. rude to C 8 


| 
| 
| 
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puts the eriminal. in ſome. mæaſure into the Devil's 
power, — gives dum a title to the 77 8 and he treats lj by 
| magilterially ever after. | 
Some tell us, every Gagle man, every rid has 
a Devil attending him; to execute the orders of the 
Signior Devil of the whole elan; that this at. 
Lending evil angel (or ſo he is called) ſees every ſte 
a s wich you in every action, prompts you to 
every midohicf, and leaves you to do every thing that is 
pernieious t& yourfels. They alſo 8 tha: thereis 
-a good ſpirit which attends us tog; ** hieh latter is al. 
ways acceſſar to every thing that we do that is gool 
and re luctant to evil. If this it true, how comes it to 
paſs, that thoſe two or polite ſpirits do pot quarrel a. 
bout it, wheh: tliey are preſñng us to contrary. actions, 
one good, and the other evil? And why does the evil. 
tempting ſpirit ſo often prevail? Inſtead of anjwering 
this difficult queſtion, 1 ſhall only tell you, as to ths WM 
ſtory of good and evil zngels attending every particuur i - 
perſon, it is a good alle gory indeed to repreſent the 
{truggle in the mind of man, between good and evilin. WM | 
chnations; but o e reit, the beſt thing I can iy of 
r E Gb WT re 
But to take things as they are, ak only tan by way 
— natural canſequence, for to argue from natuxe is cer. 
tainly the beſt way to find out the Devil's itory: ＋ 
there are good and evil ſpirits attending us, that is o 
ſay, a good angel and a vil, then it is no unjuſt re- | 
proach upon any body toſay, when they follow the die- 
tates of the Latcori the Devil is .m them, or they are 
devils. Nay, Tmult carry it farther ſtill, m Wely, that 
as the generality and greateſt number of people do 
follow and obey the evil ſpirit, and not the good, and 
that the predominate power is allowed to be the nom! 
nating power; you muſt then allow, that, in ſhort, the 
greater part of mankind haye the Devil in them, and 
Io I come to my text. 
To this purpoſe, give me leave to orden a few lines, 
ofa friend, on this very part of the Devil's he ROE * 
Jo places and perſons he ſnits his diſguizes, Five 
5 Aud dreſſes up all his 1 Ie 
00 


* 


bor THY or 
dee 


The P 
voy And has ſomething ta do with his al, Sir. 
[tcp In ſome he has part, and in ſome he's the whole, 4 
u to And of ſome, (like the vicar of Baddow) 


ate WI 1: ean neither be {aid th have body vor 15 5 


res But only are devils in | 
Sal WY The Ns) and witty e dove walk; N 
rob i eee 
o The homely alone by their faces are known, 

os And the good by their ugly conditions. 

0s, Wh The beaux walk about like the ſhadows of men, 
m"_ And where-ever he leads em they follow ; : 
ins But take *em and ſhake em, there's not one in ten 
this WW Bates as light as a feather, and hollow; MN 
* Thus all his affairs he drives on in diſpuiſe, n 
Tue 


And he tickles mankind with a feather ! 

Creeps ina gut ears, and looks cut at dur c 
And jumbl& bur ſenſes together. | 

Hicaifhy — and pi ompts the deſires, | 
And to every dark deed holds the candle: 

The paſſions inflames, and the appetite fires, 
And takes every thing by the handle. 

Thus he walks upand down hone eee 
And with every company mixes; 

Sells in every ſhop, works at every trade, 

And ev'ry thing doubtful perplexes. 

How Satan comes by this — nh. 
ninds, and upon the actions of men, is a queſtion l am 
ot yet come to; nor indeed does it ſoparticularly be- 
ong to the Devil's hiſtory. It ſeems rather a r- 7 
0 it may paſs at ſchool among the metaphyſics, and 
puzzle the heads of our maſters: wherefore-I think 5 
rite to the learned Dr B—— about it, imploring bis 
loſt Sublime Haughtineſs, that when his other more 
omentous avocations of pedantry and pedagogiſm will 
ive him an interval from wrath and contention, he WII 


et apart a moment to conſider human nature a 


[ p f 
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gi anatamical deſcriptiqn 

it, with a map of Satam's kingdom! in the mierociſm of 

mankind, and ſuch ther illuminations, as to him and 

His LN in Leeks eat mh 
dm ſhall ſeem meet. 


"x 1 „1 
i o». is ap ts {x15 38-28 8 t : 2 
3 "CHAP. V. 


| 67 the Doi, 4 to the Pagan hierarchy, Sk omens, 
», intrails, augurs, ovacles, and fuch tthe pageantry of bell; 
| and bow thay auen, off the E 


of tree e D 


I Have 3 and not Gnifhed, ya account ofthe 

Devil's ſecret maragement by poſſoſſion, and ſhallre. 
aſſume it in its place; but I-mult 2 leave to mention 
ſome other parts of his retired ſcheme, by which he bas 
hitherto managad mankind; and the firli of theſe is by 
that fraud of all frauds, called Oracle. 

Here his trumpet had an uncertain ſound forſames- 
ges; and like what he was, and to what he pric- 
tiſed from the beginning, he delivered Gut falſehood and 
deluſion by retail, The prieſts of Apolloacted this farce 
for him, to a great nicety, at Delphos; there were d. 
vers others at the fame time, and tome, which, to give 
the Devil his due, he had very little hand in, us we 
Mall ſee preſently. 2 

There were alſo ſome ſmaller, ſome greater, * 
more, ſomę leſs famous places, where thoſe oracles were 
ſeated, and audience giwen to the inquiries ; in all 
Which, the Devil, or ſome body for him, permiſſu fupe- 
riorum, for either vindiciive, or other hidden ends and 
purpoſes, Was allowed to make at leaſt a pretention tu 
the knowledge of things to come; but as public cheats 
generalhyn do, they ated in maſquerade. and gave ſuch 
uncertain and inconſiſtent reipunies, that they were® 
bliged- to.we the umoſt art to reconcile events to the 
prediction, even afterthings were come to puis. 
Here the D:vil was a lying ſpirit. in a particular aol 
extraordinary manner, in the mouths oft all the pro- 


en — yet be had the n 
i 


" * 


of. 
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that, whatever happened, the” oracle was fuppoſed to 
have meant às it fell out; and fo all their augurs omens, 
and voices, by which the Devil amuted the world, not at 
that time only; bat fince have been likewiſe interprete 
Julian the apoſtate dealt mightily in theſe amuſe. 
ments; but the Devil, who neither wiſhed his fall or 
preſaged it to him, evidenced that he knew nothing of 
Julian's fate; for that, as he ſent almoſt to all the ora- - 
cles of the eaſt, and ſummoned all the priefts-together 
to inform him of the ſuceefs of his Pertian expedition, 
they all, like Ahab's prophets, having a lying ſpirit in 
them, encouraged him, and promiſed him ſucceſs. 
Nay, all the ill omens which diſturbed him, they 


kged good from: For example he wus at a prodigious 
re: WM expence, when he was at Antiochy to buy up white 


tion WM beats nd white fowls for ſacrifites, and for predicing 
ehas from the intraitts ; from whence the Antiocians, in con- 


temp̃t, called him Victimarius: but / whenever the in- 
trails ſoreboded evil, the eunming Devil made the priefts 
put a diſferent conſtruction upon them, and promiſe him 
good. When he entered into the temple of the genii to 


and Wi offer ſacrifice, one of the prieſts dropped down dead. 
arce BY This, had it had any ſignification more than a man fal- 
e di- WF hing dead of an apoplectic, would have ſigniſied ſome- 
give thing fatal to julian, who made himſelf a brother ſacriſt 


or prieſt whereas the prieſts turned it prefently to 
ſignify the death of his colleague; the conſul Sulleſt, 
ome MW which happened juſt at the fame time, though eight 
rere hundred miles off: So, in another cafe, Julian thought 
| all WW it ominous, that he, who Was Auguſtus, ſhould be named 
upe - with two other names of perſons, both already dead. 
and WY The caſe was thus :---The ſtile of the emperor was Ju- 
n 10 lianus Felix Auguſtug, and two of his princi cers 
eats were Julianus and Felix. Now, both Julianus and Felix 
ſuck died within a few days of one another, which diſturbed 
eo WW him much, who was the third of the three names; but 
the bis flattering Devil told him it all imported good to him, 
uu. chat though Jubanus and Felix ſhould die, Auguſtus 
aod i ſhould be immortal . 
rob Thus, whatever happened and whatever wasforetold, 
Haß aud bow much ſoever they W 


* 


0 TH 
the lying fpirit was ſure to 7 
the event, and make them at leaſt ſeem to correſpout i" 
in favour of the'perfon inquirng. er 
X crew ee — ceaſed, and the Devil ij 

farther limited for the of mankind, not being gl. 
loved to vent his deluſions a. 
and augurs as formerly, I will not take upon me to ſap 
how far they are really ceaſed more than they werebs. 
fore: I think it is mueh more reaſonable to bel 
was never any reality in them at all, or that any oracl 
rs but what, were the myentiq er 
the deluſions of the Devil. I hayez 
great many ancient. authors on my ſide in this opinion 
as Euſebius, Tertullian, Ariſtotle, and others, who # 
they lived ſo near the Pagan times, and when even ſomg 
of thoſe rites were yet in uſe, they had much me tes 
ſon to know and could probably paſs a better judgment 
upon them. . Nay, Cicero himſelf ridicules them in the 
6 other authors deſcend to pas 
ticulars, and ſhow how the cheat was managed by die 
heathen ſucriſts and pri ſts; and in what enthylalti 
manner they ſpoke ; namely, in going into the hollow 
images, ſuch as the brazen bull and the image of Apoll 
and how ſubtily they gave out dubious and ambiguoty 
anſwers: that when the peopie did not had their ex; 
pedations anſwered by the event, they might be imipok 
ed upon by the prieſts, and confidently told they did not 


ever gave out . 
a 


of the prieſts, a 


openelt manner : 
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reconcile the pretlition and 


the mouths of the pridy 


eve then 


rightly underſtand the oracle's meaning. . However In 


cannot ſay but that indeed there are ſome authors. 
good credit too, who will have it, that there vas a re 


prophetic ſprritan the voie or anſwers givenby theo n 


cles, and that oftentimes they were miraculquſſy exadi 
thoſe anſwers; and they give that of the Delphie q 
racle, anſwering the queſtion which was given aboil 
Greſus, tor an example, vis. V hat Crœſus was deny 
at that tne? ts wit, That he was boiling a lam an 
the fleſh of a tortoiſe together, in a braſs veſſel or bol 
er, with a cover of the lame metal, that is to ſay, 14 
kettle with a braſs cover. D 
JI To affirm, therefore; that they were all cheats, a #38. 
muſt encounter withantiquity, and ſet his private pus 


” 4 N 
men yt 


of 


dent up againſt an eſtabliſhed opinion, . IT no mas 
ter for that; Af. I. do not {ee dn thing in chat received 
opinion capabl le of evidence, much leſs of de, nonſtration, 
| myſt be 1 ſtill. to think As 1 do. Others may be- 
heve as they, lit; I fe nothing bard or difficult in tha 


thing; 
ed o the circum{tances of the inquirer, or at leaſt ſome- 


were it one way or other; and this they cerrainly did, 
or we have room to think the Devil knows leſs of things 
now than he did in former days. 


nite ſums cf money; and this-makes it ſtill probable tha 
hey. would labour hard, aad uſe the utmoſt of their 
kill to. uphold the credit of their oracles; and it is a full 
diſcovery, as well of the ſubtility of the ſacriſts, as of the 
or, oe and Rupidity of che people, in thoſe early days 
f Satan's witcheraft, to ſes what merry work the Devil 
made with the world, and, what groſs things he put upou 
mankind. Such was the {tory of the Dodonian oracle in 
Epirus, viz. that two pigeons flew. out of Thebes, (N. B. 


It was the Egyptian Thebes) from theyemple of Belus, - 


rected there by the ancient ſacriſis and that one of theſe 
fled eaſtward into Lt ya and the deſerts of Africa, and 
the other into Greece, namely, to Dodona; and theſe 
ommunicated the divine myſteries to one another, and 
afterwards gave, myſtical ſolutions to the devour en- 
quiries! Firſt, the Dodonian pigeon, perching upon an 
dak, ſpoke Jaudibly to the people there, That the gods 
ommanded them to build an oracle or temple to Jupiter 


pigeon did the like on the hill in Africa, where it com- 
Hammon. 
Wiſe Cicero eontemned all. this, and, 4s authors tell 


„ ridiculed the anſwer, which, as I have hinted above, 
he oracle gave to Cratus, proving that the oracle itſelf 


| ora, wing, ps the „ 


1 — ij 7 


the. priells Who were always kiſtorically. inform x | 


» 
— _— - —— — -  _—_ — — — — 222. * 


thing about thern, ni zhr exſity find ſome ambjgugusſpeech 
to make, and put ſome double intendre npon them, "% 4 
which, - upon the event, ſolved the c dit of the oracſle, 


It is true, that by theſe deluſions the: prieſts got iafi- 


n that place; Which was according] y done, The other 


anded them to build another to Jupiter- Ammon, 271 | 


Ma liar: that it could not come from Apollo, for that 
\pollo never ſpoke Latin. In a word, Cicera rejected 
dem all: Aud Dmoſthenes alſo mentions the cheats + 
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he ſaid, te Pythia Phillippized 3” that is, that when u 


prieſts were btibed with money, they always gave tha 
anſwers in flavour of Philip of Macedon. ©. 9 


diſpute about the reality of 'oractes, the heathen, wh 
made uſe of them, are the people who expoſe them, ant 
who inſiſt moſt poſitively upon their being cheas al 
impoſtors, and in particular theſe mentioned abet 
while the Chriſtians, who reject them, yet believe the 
did really loretel things, anſwer queſtiogs, &c. cf 
with this difference, that the heathen authors, who op 
pole them, inſiſt that it is all deluſion and cheat, 20 
charge it upon the priefts ; and the Chriſtian oppoſen 
inſiſt that it was real, but that the Devil, not the god 
gave the anſwers; and that he was permitted to do 
by a ſuperior power, to magnifiy that power in the to. 
Flencing them at laſt. r 
But, as I faid beſore, I am with the heathen here 
againſt the Chriſtian writers; for 1 take it all to bes 
cheat and deluſion. I mult give my reaſon for it, or 
do nothing. My reaſon is this; I inſiſt Satan is 
blind in matters of futurity as we are, and cap tell uc 
thing of what is to come. Theſe oracles often pretend: 
ing to predict, could be nothing elſe therefore but: 
cheat ſormed by the money · getting prieſts to amuſe th 
world, and bring griſt to their miil. If I meet with wy 
thing ia my way to open my eyes to a better opinion i 
them, I ſhal tell it you as I go on. e 
On the other hand, whether the Devil really ſpa 


mim; whether they predicted, or only made the people 
_ believe they predicted; whether they gave „ aufwen 
hich came to paſs, or prevailed upon the people to be 
Ueve that What was ſaid did come to paſs, it was mul 
the ſame, and fully anſwered the devils end, namely, l 
amuſe and dejude the world; and as to do, or to cavlt 
do de done, is che ſame part of ſpeech, {5 whoever di 
32, the Devil's intereſt was carried on by it, his goveti. 
ment preſerved, and all the miſchief he could deſire ws 
- effeQually brought to paſs; fo that every way ttt 
were the Devil's oraeles, that is out of the queſtion. 
Indeed I have wondered ſometirhes, * why; ſince! 


| this forcery che Devil performed ſach wonders, 1 5 


P 


_ 


* 
* 
x 
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in thoſe oracles, or {et the cunniny prieſts'to ſpeak foi 


la) 


Weſt: 


her 


But that which is moſt ſtrange to me is, that in Meng 
not. 


a 
hx 0 
ul 


tory 


reer 
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ayed ſa many tricks i in the world, and had ſuch uni- 
4 ſucetſs, he ſhould fet up no more-of them: but 
here might & he a great many reaions given for that, too 
Ioog to tire Mg with at preſent. It is true there were 
hot many of thera - and yet, conſidering. what a great 
lea) of bolinely they diſpatehed, it was enough; far 


2 4 x or eight . were mere than ſufficient to muſe 
bor che world. Ide Gert oracles we meet with in hiſ: 
e ler are amogg the, Greeks and the Romans, R 
*. ; That ** Jupiter Ammon, i in 3 as above. 
1 The Dodonian, 1 in Epirus. 
pose Apollo Delphicus, in the congtry 0; * Phocis, it: Greece, | 

_ Apollo Clarius, in Aſia Minor. — | 5 
0% Leraphis, in e : | 4 
e I pphonivs, in Baond sn. 

| Sibylla Cumæa, in Italy. ; 
"6 Diana, at Epheſus... . .. - 5 
des Aen. n Kelch. * 
or 

6e, any of Yeffer note ep neat other Place a as 1 
50 have | e hinted bef fore. : F 
tend 


wats T have, nothing to do here with. 855 ſtory FT. 
: th Plutarch, of a voice. being. heard at fea; irom ſome of 
\ arf the illands, called the Echiades, and calling upon Tha- 
»n of a2, an Egyptian, who was on board a fin, bidding - 
tim, when he came to the Palodes, other iſlands in the 
pale lonian fea, tell them rhere that the great god Pan was 
ie dead: And when Thamua performed it, great groan- 
op iss, and bowling-, and lamentations, were | fr em 
Werz the ſhor E 
bee Tus tale tells but indifirently, though indeed it looks. 
Roy e like a Chriſtian fable, than a, pagan ; becanſe it 
Ae bens as if made to honour, the Chriſtian worlkhip, ar.d 
ab bad all the Pagan idolacry 4 and for that reaſon I re- 
ait; the Corittian profeſſian needing. t. o ſuch tabu 
ern ous. lui lo confirm it. 
wal Noc is it true, Ria n ee 
the mediately upon the death of Chriſt; but, as I noted be- 
fore, the ſum of the matter is 5 the Chriſtian re- 
«ll | gion ſpreadeth ſel univerſally, as well as miraculcuſly,. 
| aud that too by the ſooliſhneſs of p: eachiag, into all 
Q2 parks 
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5 Patte of the world; the oratles ceaſed; tHat is to tay; 
theft trade ceaſed, their rogveries were daily Jettdaf 
ide deluded people, being better taught, came no ware 
after them; and being alhamed, ar well as diſcouraged, 
they meaked out of the world as well us they could; in 
ſh «rt; the cuſtomers ſell off, and the priefts, who ven . 
the ſhop-keepers. having no buſinefs to do, ſhut up ther 
ſuops, broke, and went away; the trade and trade 
men were hiſſed off the ſtage together; ſo that the De- 
vii, who, it muſt be ene d. got infinirely by the chez 
became bankrupt, and was obliged to ſet other enyiges 
to work as other cheats aud deceivers do, who, when 
one trick grows ftale and will ſerve no longer, are forts 
ed to try another. 
Nor was the Devil at a loſs to find new meaſurey; {tp 
though he could not give out his delufive traſh ay he 
did before, in pomp and ſtate, with the ſoleranity of a 
temple, and a ſet of enthuſiaſts, called Prieſts, wie 
played a thouſand tricks ta amuſe the world, he ha 
then recourſe to the od Egyptian method, which Ms : 
deed was more ancient. than'that of bracts; and that wh 
was by magic, ſorcery, familiars, witehtratt, aud hy. 


like. \ 
Of this we Rnd the people of the ſou," that is," of 


=. Arabia and Chaldea, were the firſt, from hence wh 
are told the wiſe men, that is to fay ma gician*," were ; 
led Chaldeans, and ſbothſayers. Hence alſo, we fiud T 
Ahaziah the king of [ſrael, ſent to Baalzebub, the od ROM 
Exxon, co enquire whether he Thould lire or erer 
Yhis, ſome think, was à kind of an oracle, though rw 
rthers think it was only ſome over- growa magicia ot 

who counterfeited himfelf to be a Devil; and impoſed £74 

U pon that idol-hunting age to make a cunning man gf oy 
him: and for that purpoſe he got himſelf made a priel we 

of Baalzebub, the god of Ekron, and gave out anſwers that 

in huis name. Thus thoſe merry feilows in ERH eb 
Janes and ſambres are ſaid to mimic Moſes and A., to d 
ron, when they worked the miraculous plagnes upon WW... 
the Egyptians; and, we have ſome inſtances in Seri rt. 

ture to ſupport this, ſuch as the witch of Evdor, the 10 
Kiog Manaſſes, who dealt with the Devil openly; and ſpar 

hag a familiar; the woman mentioned Acts Xvi. who peo 


2 | | Dad 


- 


* Is 


c. hie h {picit, | or Devil, the Apoltles caſt out. 
N though, it is true, 755 the old women in the- 


berld have fi 
1 »llidle ; ; ſome weak, ſome ridiculous ; ;- and ther this 


* ubs 2a. Sener al diſcredit upon all the graver matrons, 
add ho entectaĩn us with ſtories better put together; yet | 
f u |s certain, and I muſt be allowed to affirm, that the 


ood- old women, and old women-men'roo, 
28 he Kad. it is for his fervice to keep In conſlant 


his mind, and often times we find them ſuch proficients 


them. 


10 im to 5 ive out their prophetic orac les, and what degree 
tha ok polſehion he may have arrived to in chem upon the ic 


midnight excurſions, I will not undertake to prove }. 
dut that he might be acquainted with them both, as well: 
with Fzveral. ol. our modern gentlemen, I will not deny: 
neither. g 


temper, or with the nature of his buſineſs, to ſhift hands; 
pohly he, found, that he had tired the world with o- 
racular cheat; that men began to be ſurfeited with them. 
and grew lick of the frauds which were ſo frequently” 


Fa: contrive ſome new trick t bite the world, that he might 


A sr de expoſed. to contempt; or perhaps the. ſaw the: 


approach of new light, which the Chriſtian. doctrino 


4 bringing with it, began to ſpread in the minds of men: 
that it would outſhine the dim burnin ignis ſatuus wiel 
PW vbici he had ſo long cheated mankiad ;- and was afraid 


own pevple, when their eyes ſhould begin to open; 
That, upon this foot, he might in p- licy, withdraw from 
tüoſe old retreats, the oracles, ant! reſtrain thoſe te- 


people ſeemed to be at a mighty len for ſome time, 
Q 3 For 


Aa 


ray: To theſe he is found frequently to communicate 


OP * ö | OY * n 

"ogg er TBE DEVIL... EY» 
a ſpirit. of divination,.and who got money by play. 

arte oragle « that is, "2nfwerin doubttul 4 


ed us with tales, ſome improbable, others 
— 1 g not diſdain to take into, his ſervice many 


that they know, much. more than the Devi can reach 


How far our ancient friend Merlin, or the grave mas 
on, his (Satan's). moſt truſty and well beloved coufin _- 
and countel!or, mother Shipton, were commiſſioned by 


confeſs ĩt is not very incongruous with the Deat's:' - 


h 
85 detected; that it was time to take new meaſures and 


to ſtagd it, leſt he ſhou!d be mobbed off the ſage. by bis 


ſponces before they loſt all their credit ; for we. find cho 
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16 THE MODERN ITSTORY. 
for Want of them, fo thut it made them run up aud 
Fon to conjurers, and man. geſſips, to braten heads; 
ſpeaking calves, and mopmerable impſethings, ib gro 
1 6 they are ſcarce fit to be named, to faticty dhe itch 
of having their fortunes told them, as we call it. 
Now, as the Devil is very ſeldom blind to his ov 
iwerell, and therefore thought fit to quit His eld way 
of ã npoſing upon the world by his oracles, bnlfberavfe 
he lou nd the world began to be too wiſe tb bs impoſed WM |- 
npon that way; £6, on the other hand, Banding Where was MW lik 
mill a poſſibility to delude the world, thowghby other un 
jaſtruments, he no ſooner laid down his "ofacles; and WM his 
the ſolemn pagentry, magnificent appearances and other 
Ffrands of his prieſts and votaries, in their temples and 
ſhrines, but he ſet up a new trade: and having, 281 
Have ſaid agepts and inſtruments ſufficient for any buſineſs 
that he could have to employ them in, he begivs in 
corners,.2as the learned and merry Dr Brown'ſays, and 
exercxies his minor trumperies by a way of his own 
ecatriving, liſting a great number of new ſounds 
perators, ſuch as witches, magiciaps, diviners, figure 
Caſters, aſtxdlogers, and ſuch inferior ſeducerss. 
+ Now; it is true, as that Doctor ſays, this was running 
into corners, as if he had been expelled his mare tm 
umphant way of givirg audience in form, which "ft 
ſo many ages had been allowed him; yet I muſt add 
that as it ſeemed to be the Devil's own doing, from 
right judgment of his affairs, which had taken a new 
turn in the od. upon the ſhining cf new lights from 
the Chriſtian doctrine, ſo it moſt be acknowledged the 
Devil made himſelf amends upon mankind, by the v. 
rious methods he took, and the multitude of inſtruments 
yo employed: and perhaps deluded mankind in a mate 
ata) and ſenſible manner than he did before, though 
not fo univerſally,  _ | 2 
= He had indeed before more pomp and figure put upot 
itz and be cheated mankind then in a way of magnificenet 
and ſplendor; but this was not in above eight or tell 
principle places, an, not fifty places in all, public d 
private; whereas now fifty thoufand of his angels and in- 
* firuments, viſible and inviſible, hardly may be ſaid t0 
ſuffice for one town or city; but in ſhort, as his inviſible 


3 agents fill the air, and are at hand for miſchief on every 
2 otha Emergence, 


N 
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ad emergence, ſo his viſible tools ſwarm im every villages 
leads; 20d. vu have ſcarce. a hamlet; or a town, but his e 
eroſsy I miſaries are at band for buſineſs ;- and, which is ij 
6 itch WM worſe, in all places he finds buſineſs ; nay, even where 
eligion is planted, and ſeems to flouriſh : yet he keeps 
is ground and puſhes his intereſt according to what has 
been ſaid elſewhere, upon the fame ſubject, that where 
wer religion plants, the Devil plants gloſe by it. 

Nor, as | ſay, does he fail of ſucceſs; deluſion ſpreads 
like a plague, and the Devil is fare of votaries: likz a: 
me mountebank, he can always bring a croud about 
his ſtage, and that ſometimes faſter than other people. 


world is ata Joſs for want cf the Devil: If it was nor 


as 1 Wb, what is the reaſon that, upon the filencing the ora- 
nel WM cles, and religion telling them that miracles are ceaſed, 
; in Wand that God has done ſpeaking by prophets, they pe- 


yer. enquire, whether heaven eſtabliſhed an other 
own er new way of. revelation, but away they run with their 
00> WM doubts and difficulties to theſe Area mers of dreams, teil- 
ure lers of ſortunes, and perſonal oracles, to be refolved : 
ss if, when they acknowledge the. Devil is dumb, theſe. 
could ſpeak; and as if the wicked ſpirit could do more 
than the good, the e iabolical more than the divine ; or, 


\What I obſerved upon this ſubject is this; that the. © | 


that heaven, having taken away the Devil's voice, hack 


termagants, and old, weak, and ſuperanuated wretches, * 
t ſpeak for him; ſor theſe are the people we go to 
om WW now in our donbts and emergencies. IT 


ing 

tri 

for a 

de furniſhed them with an equivalent, by allowing ſedlds, 
m 

new 


the W While this blindneſs continues among us, it is con. 
va- WO ſenſe to ſay that oracles are filenced, or the Devil is 
dumb; ſor the Devil gives audience ſtill, by his depn- 
ties; only as Jeroboam made prieſts of the meaneſt of 
the people, fo he is grown a little humble, and makes 


whereas the prieſts of Apollo, am of Jupiter, weg 
ſplendid in their appearance, of grave and vetierabk 

aſpect, and ſometimes of no mean quality; now be 
makes uſe of ſcoundrels and rabble, beggars and vas 
gabonds, old hags, ſuperanuated miſerable hermits, Þ} 
* and ſtrellers, the pidures of envy. and'll - Þ 
uc | f — ls, ö 

b Either 
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nſe of -meaner inſtruments than he did before; % r 
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*  Eitherthe Devil is grown an il! matter; and gebe 


mean wages, tha: he can gc 30 better 1. ervauts; 55 br Oo Ce, WO 
comnon- ſenſe is grown very low. priced. aud contempt- * 


ine; chat ſuch as theſe arc H togls to cominne * 
ſucceſſiqu of fraud, aud carry on the Devii's intereſt | a br 
the world; for were not the paſſians and remper a 
mankind ' deeply pre-engaged in fayour of this: dark 
prigce, we could .uever ſuſfer onrſelyss to accept oſ h 2) 
favours, by the hands, of ſuch conteinptible, Agents ay 
© theſe; hom dee retelve his orac!es from an old ich Wy 
of particular emmence, and ho we believe to be more * 
than ordinarily inſpire d from hell; L ſay, we receiiz 
the oracle with reverence; chat is to fay,. with a kind 
ot horror, with- regard tothe black prince.it comes irom;. 
and, at the ſame time, turn qur. taces away from the, 
wretch that mun>les out the anſwers, leſt the ſhould call. 
an evil eye. as we call it, upon us, and put a devil ind 
us, when ſhe plays the Devi before us: how do we 
lien to the cant of thoſe worlt of vagabonds the Zypftes 
when at the ſame time, we watch our hedges ana hen- 
roofts, for fear of their tiveving-! 
= - Either the Devil uſes us more like 55 than de ail 
our anceſtors,” or we really are worſe. fools than thoſe 
ages produced: for they were never deluded. by ſuck 
low priced Devils as we are; by ſuch. de. picable bride. 
well devils, chat are fitter ſor a whipping- poſt than an 
altar, and, inſtead. of beiug received as the yoice, of at, 
oracle, thould be ſent to the houle of correction for pick 
pockets. 

Nor is this accidental, and here and thers one of theſe 
wretches to be ſeen; but in ſhorg, if it has been in other 
nations as it is with us, 1 do not ſee that the Devil was 
able to get any better people, into his pay, or at lealt 
very rarely, ; Where have we ſecn any thing above 4 
tinter turn wizard? And where have we had a witch 
1 among us, mother gs excepted? and 

had not been more of ſomething elſe than 4 witch, 
it was thought-ſhe had never got ſo much money by | he 
© 
| Magi:ians,. ſoathſayers, devil raifers, and ſuch — 
we haxe heard much of, but ſeldoai above the 1 
the meaneſt of the mean people, the loweſt 
* Indeed, * word wile men, . 


- 
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u | wool fit have had his agents honoured with, way uſed 
„hte ia Egypt, and in Perſia, among the Chaidenns ; 
but it continued but a little While and never reached ſa 
fir vorthward as our country; fer, however the Devil 
23 managed it; have many of our great men, who have 
been —. acquainted: with him; ever been able to ac- 
gu tire theftitle of wiſergen. * — 7 
Iave heard, that, in older times I ſuppoſe in good 
Queen Beſs's days or berond (for little is to be faid- 
lere for any thirig ow this fide of her tio), therè werfe 
ſome counſellors and ſtateſ nen who merited the charac -: 
ter of wife in the beſt ſenſe; that is to ſay good and 
fle, as they ſtand in conſongion; but as to > whit has“ 
Inppencd fince that, or, as we may call it, from that 


l 


ihe, Meneen's funeral 10 the late Revolution, 7 have Rette to 
r but PH tell you what honeſt Andrew Marvel ud oft 
* hoſe rimes, 32 by that yon * if you pleaſe, _— 

15 your calculation, or let it alone, it is alf one. 
8 ro ſee a white ſtaff maker, a beggar, a lord,” 

= Ad fcarce's wiltmar at a Tory council bound, : 
44 But I may be told this relates to wiſe men in another 
5 nftiferion, or wiſe men as they are oppoſed totools ; 

rick hereas we are talking of them now) -untler another? - 
10 lass, namely, us wiſemen, or magiclans, ſoothſayers, 
n och as were in former tires called by that name. 
Fan Bat to this'T anfwer, that, take them in weh fene“: 
e pleaſe, it may be the ſame f for if T were to aſk the» | 

N Jevil the character of the beſt ſtateſmen he had em- | 
det oyed among us tor many years paſt, I am apt to think, 

hat, thouglt oracles are ceaſed, he would honeſtiy, ac - 


erding to the old ambiguens way, when I aſked it 
hey were Chriſtians, ant\er they were This } _ 
ounſellors. s. 

It is but a little while ago, thar I nd (in con- 
erſation to meet with a ; lift of the magiſtrates vg 
lat age, in a neighbouring country, that is to ſay; they 
en of fame among them ; and it was a very diverting” | 
ding to ſee the judgment which was pied” upon them | 
Mong a great deal of good company z it is not for me 
tell you how many white ſtaves, golden keys, mar- 

als batoons, cordons bine, cordon rough; and cordon” 
Nanc, there were among them; or by what litles, as dukes, 


bunts, marquis, abbot, biſhop, or jultices, they were to 
be 


— 


o 
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* be diſtinguiſded ; but the marginal notes I found upog 


moſt of them. were (being. marked with an eie 1 


follows. 
Zauch a i duke; inch eminent offices added to his, ue 


| (*ia the margin) no ſaint 


Such an arch—with the tle of noble added, —5. 


archangel... , <4 
Such an ewincat Aareſman, and prime winde, 
no wuch. 1 | 
Such a yjbband, v ith 4 ber of greatſetters added, — 


no conjurer. 


It preſently occurred to me, that though oracles wer 
ceaſed; and we had now no more double. intendre in 
ſuck a degree as before, yet that us apſwerg 
were not at an end: and that whether choſe negatives 


were meaut.(o by the writers, or not, it Was certain 
cyſtom led che readers to canclude them 10 be ſatines, 


that they were to be rung backwards, like the bells when 


the towp's on fire; though, in ſhort, I dutſt not read 
them backward any where, but as ſpeaking of foreign 


people, for fear of rar the Devil Lam talking. of. 
Hut to return to the ſubject; to ſueh mean Things i 8 
the Devil now reduced, in his ordinary way of carrying 
on his buſineſs in the world, that his oracks are delivers 
ed, now by the bell-man, and the chimney · ſweepers, by 


the mneaneft of thoſe that ſpeak in the dark, and if ht 
operates by, them, you may expect it aceordingly:; bs. 


agents ſeem t9, me as if the Devil had ſingled them ont, 
by ds cbeir deformity, or that there was ſomething parti: 


chular required in their aſpet, to qualify them for * 


employ ments; whence it is become proverbial, when 
our looks are very diſmal and frighiſol, to ſay, 1 Jouk 


like a witch: or, in other caſes, to ſay, as ugly as 4 


witch :- in r caſe, to look as envious- as à Witch; 


now, whether there is any thing particularly required 


in the looks of the Devil“, modern agent, Which gaz 
Aſill them in che diſcharge, of, their offices, and which 
makes their anſwers appear more ſalemn, this the Devi 


| has not yet revealed, at leaſt not to he and therefore, 


why it is that te Ingles out ſuch creatures as are fit only 


| ta fright che people that come to them wich their. enqui- 
nis, do notiake uhon me to detwranine, 


+ + Perhaps iis 8:qeil ery e (bod be e, exc 


nary 
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the mads Of their votaries, as it they were Satan's true 
and real repreſentatives; and that the faid votaries 
wy think,” when they ſpeak to the witehes, they are 
realty talking to the Devil; or perhaps it'is necceſſary to 
the witches chemſelves, that they ſhould be ſo exquiſitely 
vcly, that they may nq be ſurpriſed at whatever figure 
the Devil makes when ke firſt appears to them, being 
certain they can ſee nothing nglier than themſeſves. 


tures, his agents, has ſomething aſſimſilating in it; and 
that if they were tolerable before, they ate, ipſo facto, 
turned into devils by talking with him; I wilt not fay 
but that a "tremor in the limbs, a horror in the aſpeR, 


cf them, when they really ſee the Devil, and that the fre- 
quent repitition may make thoſe diſtortions, which'we fo 


by which, if it does not ebntinue always upon tht ooun- 
tenance3 they can, at leaſt, like the poſture maſters; euſt 
thewwſelves into ſuch figures, and frightful diſlocations 
of the lines and features in their faces; and ſo aſſume u 
Devil's face, ſuitable to the occaſion, or as may ſerve 
the turn for which they rake it up, and as often as they 
have any uſe for it. r Wee 
But de it which'of theſe the enquirer pleaſes, it is all 
one to the caſe in, Hand; this is certain, that ſuch de- 
ſormed devil - like creatures, moſt of thoſe we call haps 
and witehes, are diſagreeabſe in theit᷑ ſhapes and aſpectsz 
and that they give out their ſenrences, and frightful met 
lages, which an air of revenge for ſome injury received; 
for witches are famed chiefly for doing miſchie. 
lt ſeems the Devil has always picked out the moſt 
ugly and ſrighttal old women to de his buſineſs: mother 
Saipton, our famous Engliſh witeh, or prophete(s, is very 
much wronged in her picture, if the was not of the moſt 
terrible aſpeR imaginable; and if it be true that Merlin, 
the famous Welch fortune-teller, was a frightful figure it 
will ſeem the mare rational to believe, if we credit aho- 
ther ſtory ; viz that he was begvtten by the Devil him- 
felt, of. which I (hull ſpeak by vſelf: but to go baek to 
the Devi”: inlraments being fo ugly, it may 


- Some ate of the opinion, that the eömmunication 
wich the Devil, or between the Devil and thoſe crea- 


and a ſupriſing Rare in the eyes, may ſeize upon ſome - 


conſtantly ſee in their faces; become natural to them; 


« 


2 * 1 * - - 
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mary io their "fpeQ," that they may 'ftrike an awe into“ 
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ed, I ſay, that the Devil has always dealt in ſuch-ſ1r4, 
Cattle: the Sibyls, of whom ſo many ſtrange prophes 
things-are recorded, whether true or not, is not the qu; 
tion, are (if the Italian painters may have any cred 
given them) all repreſented as very old. women: 23 
- uglineſs was a beauty to old age, they feem to pain 
them out as ugly and ſrightful as (not they, the pain 
but even as) the Devil himſelf could-make them; ng 
that I believe that there are any original pictures of then 
really extant: but it. is not unlikely that the Italia 
might have ſome traditional knowledge of them, or ſons 
remaining notions of them, as, particularly that angient 
Sibyl, named Anus, who fold the fatal book to Targuinz 
it is ſaid of her, that Tarquin ſuppaſed ſhe doated with 
Age. | "_ Cr 2 | 
81 had thought indeed here to have entered into g 
learned diſquiſition of the excellency of old women in 
all diabolical operations, and particularly of the nece(lity 
of havffig recourſe to them for Satan's more exquilits 
| adminiſtration; which alſo may ſerve to ſolve the greg 
«difficulty in the natural philoſophy of hell, namely, why 
it comes to pals that the Devil is obliged, for want d 
old women, properly ſa called, to turn fo many ancient 
fathers, grave counſellors both of law and ſtate, ai 
eſpecially civilians, or dectors of the Jaw, into old women; 
and how the extraordinary operations are perſormed; 
but chis, as a thing of great conſequence in Satan's ni 07% 
nagement of human affairs, and particularly as it m 
lead ns into the neceſſary hiſtory, as well as characters 
of ſome of the moſt eminent of theſe ſets among us; | 
have purpoſely reſerved for a work by itſelf, to be pub- 
liſhed,” it Satan hinders not, in fifteen valumes in folio; 
wherein I ſhall, in the firſt place, define, in the mol 
exact manner poſſible, what is to be underRtood- by a 
male old woman, of what heterogeneous kind they ary 
produced; give you the monſtrous anatomy of the parts 
and eſpecially thoſe of the head; which, being filled 
with innumerable. globules of a ſublime nature, and 
which being of a fine contexture without, but particu- 
larly hollow in the cavity, defines moſt philoſophically 


"that ancieht paradoxical ſaying, viz. being full of empi- 
neſs ; and makes it very conſiſtent with nature and conv 
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mon ſenſes | a 
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r aal likewiſe fpend ſome time, and it muſt be la” 
cur too, L aſſure you, when it is done, in determinin 
ther this new ESE of wonderfuls are not deri 
tom that famous old mat Merlin, which I -1'OVE to be 
ery. reaſonable ſor us to ſuppoſe; Dies 'of the 
any judicious authors, who afficm the ſaid Merlin, as 
binted before, "ts have been begotten by che Devil 
As to the deriving lis. gift of prophecy from the De- 


\ 


becauſe, as J have all along infiſled upon it, that Satan 
himſelf has no prophetic or predicting powers of his 


10 his poſterity: Nil dat quod non habet. 

However, in deriving this ſo much magniſied pro- 
phet, in a right line from the Devil, much may be ſaid 
In fayour of bis ugly face, in which, i it was {aid, he was 
very remarkable; for it is no new thing for - a child to 
he like the father: but all theſe weighty things 
for the preſent, and proceed to the affair in hand, name - 
ly; the ſeveral branches of the Devil's management 
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JOME ae n have us treat this wa the 
Devil's appearing wich à eloven foot, with more ſo- 
kmaity, than, I believ&; the Devil himſelf does for Sa- 
tan, who knows how much oſ a cheat it is, muſt certain» 
ly ridicule it, in his own thoughts, to the laſt degree 


ſtandings, and bubble hs weak part ot the world; ſo if 
he ſees men willing to take every ſearecrow for a Devil, 


hand, he finds it his intereſt to foſter the cheat, and ſerve 
himſelf of the conſequence; nor cauld. I doubt but the 
Devil, if any micth be allowed him, often-Jaughs at the 
many frigleful ſhapes and figures we Ureſs kim up ing 
9 to ſee how 2 we are firſt to 2 


bun, it is not very clear to me, that hę could N it 


luce his quitting his temples and oracle. 
S$UT ACTS EREES . _ "ai "RX it 


0 the Fe of the Devil, and partic: | 


it is not his buſineſs to undeceive them; on the other 


Ladjourn 


but as he is glad of any way to hoodwink the under- 


1 


il; by that prevented generation, I ſhall omit that part, 


* * 
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Him as black, and make him appear as ugly as we ga 
and then ſtare and ſtart at the Pete of our own makin 
The truth is, that among all the horribles that w 
dreſs up Satan i I cannot but think we ſhew the le 
of invention in this of a goat, or a thing with a goat 
foot, of all the reſt ; for though a goat is. a creat 
made nſe of by our Saviour, in the allegory of the 6 
of judgment, and is ſaid there to reprelent the wicker 
yejeRed party, yet it ſeems to be only on account of 
their fimilitude to the fheep, and ſo fo repreſent the jul 
ſate of hypocriſy, and bypocrites ; and, in particular, t 
form'the neceſſary antitheſis in the, Rory : for elſe, on 
whimſical fancies excepted, a ſheep or a lamb has a cloꝶ 
en foqt, as well as a goat ; nay, if the Scripture beg 
any value in this cafe, it-is to the Devil's advantage; 
for the diviging the hoof was the diſtinguiſhed charady 
or mark of a clean beaſt; and how the Devil can h 
d-ought into that number, is pretty hard to ſay. 
One would have thought, if we had intended to ha 
given a juſt figure of the Devil it would have been men 
oppoſite to have ranked him among the cat kind, and 
given him a foot (if he is to be known by his Toot) like 
a lion, or like a red dragon, being the ſame creatures 
which he is repreſented by in the text; and fo his clam 
would have had fome terror in them as well as hi 
teeth, = | 
Blut neither is the goat a true repreſentative of the 
Devil at all, for we do not rank the goats among the 
ſabtile or cunning parts of the brutes ; be is counted 
fierce creature indeed ot his kind, though nothing like 
thoſe other above mentioned; and he is em J 
fed to repreſent a Juſiful temper ; but even that part 
does not fully ſerve to deſcribe the Devil, whole operas 
tion lies principally another way. Was 1 
Beſides it is not the himſelf that is made uſe dl, 
| It is the cloyen hoof only, and that ſo particularly, that f. 
the cloven foot of a ram, or a ſwine, or any other be 
creature, may ſerve as well às that of a goat ; on on 
3 gives us ſome cauſe to call it the goa a0 


In che next place, it is underſtood by us not as à han 
| When to know Satay by, but as if it were a hand Wu 


. 
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zn; and that; like the mark God put upon Um; it Was 


| er dreſs or diſguiſe he may put on; and, as if it was 


lat, whenever Satan has occaſion to dreſs bimſelf in 
h any human ſhape, be it of what degree ſqever, from 
e king to the beggar; be it of a fine lady or of an old 
roman, (the latter, it ſeemg, he ofteneſt aſſumes), yet 
ill he not only muſt have this cloven foot about him, 


im any dreſs, whether it be a prince's robes, a lord 
s gown, or a lady's hoop and long petticoats, 


hey will not ſo much as allow him an artificial ſhoe or 
jack boot, as we often ſee contrived to conceal a elub- 


here ver he goes, he is bound to ſhew his ſoot; they 
night as well oblige him to ſet a bill upon his cap, as 
It do upon a'gouſe to be let, and have it written in 
vital letters; “IAM Tis Devi,” | 

It mutt be eonfeſſed this is very particular, and would 


+, which is ſome advantage to him; and that is, that 
lie fact is not true: but the belief of this is ſo univerſal, 
11: all the world rags away with it; by which miltake 
„Hod people miſs the Devil many times where they 


Aprct bim, and when, for want of this cloven foot they 
did not now him. | * | 

Upon Nis very account Thave ſometimes thoug ht, not 
that this hug been put upon him by mere fancy, and the 
cheat of a henne imagination propagated by fable and 
chimne corner Civinity, but that it has been a contri- 


hae eance of his 0wr.3. and that in fhort, the Devil raiſed the 
55 ſean dal upon hiqmſelt that he might keep his diſguiſe the 
of beiter, and might 85 a viſiting among his friends with - 

11 ont being known, for were it really fo, that he could go 


nowhere without this particular brand & infamy, B 

could not come into company, could net dine with 
my lord mayor, nor drink tea with the ladies; could not 

do to the drawing at — cou d not have 


p + _% 
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ut is obliged to ſhew'it too nay, they will not allow 
jt the choven foot muſt be thewn from under them; 


dot or a wooden leg; but that the Devil may be known, 


IMS R 2 Re 


* 
, 


. A 


. 


ren bim for a paniſhnaent, ſo that he cannot get Kare 
b appear without it, nay, cannot conceal ir Whatever, 


b make hien as ridiculous as poſſible, they will have it, 


be rery hard upon the Devil, iſ it had not another article 


64 157 him, and meet him as often where they did not 
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goge to Fountainbleau to the king of France's wedding, 
or to the diet of Poland, to prevent the grandees theje 
coming to an agreement; nay, which would be fil 
worſe than all, he could not go to the maſquerade, nor ii 
any of dur balls: the reaſon is plain, he would be alway 
diſcovered, expoſed, and forced to leave the good com. 
| pany, or, which would be as, bad, the company woul 
all cry. out, the Devil! and run out of the room as they 
were frightedz nor could all the help of invention do 
him any ſervice; no dreſs he could put on would chi 
him; not all eur friends at Taviſtock corner could tar. 
niſh him with a habit that would diſguiſe or conc 
him; this unhappy foot would ſpoil all. Now this would 
be ſo great a lojs to him, that I queſtion whether he 
could carry on any of his moſt important affairs in the 
world without it; for though he has acceſs to mankind 
in his complete diſguiſe, I mean that of his invifibility; 
yet the learned very much agree in this, that his corps 
real preſence in the world is abſolutely neceſſary, upon 
many occaſions, to ſupport his intereſtgand keep up his 
correſpondences, - and particularly to encourage his 
friends, when numbers are requiſite to carry on his af- 
fairs; but this part I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of 2 
in, when I come to conſider him as a gentleman af 
buſineſs in his locality, and under the head of viſible 
apparitions; but I return to the foot. 5 = 
As I have thus ſuggeſted, that the Devil himſelf has 
politically ſpread about thisnogion concerning hisappear- 
jag with a cloven foot, ſo Idoubt not that he has thought 
it for his purpoſe to paint this cloven foot ſo lively in the 
1maginations of many of our penple, and eſpecially d 
thoſe clear ſighted folks, who fee the Devil when he'# 
not to be ſeen, that they would make no ſcruple to fay, 
nay, and to make affidavit too, even before Satan him- 
ſelf, whenever be ſat upon the bench, that they had ſeen 
his wor ſhip's foot at ſuch and ſuch a time. This I ad. pe 
vance the rather, becauſe it is very much for his inter I ge 
to do this: for if we had not many witneſſes, viva voce, 
to teltify it, we ſhould have had ſome obſtinate fellows I lie 
always among us who would have denied the fact, or æ¶ by 
leaſt have ſpoken doubtfully of it; and ſo have raiſed di. ¶ be 
putes and objections againſt it, as impoſſible, or at le v 
amprobable ; buzzing one ridiculous notion or other 4 ee 
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aur eure, as if tha Devil was not ſo black as he w paint - 
ed; that he had no more à cloven foot than a pope. . 
whoſe apoſtolical toes haye been, ſo reyerentially Led | 
by kings and emperors ; but now, alas! this part is out 
iche queſtion; not the man im the moon, not the groan- 
wg baardz. nor the ſpeaking of Friar Bgcon's brazen, 
bead. nor the inſpiration, of er Shipton, or the 
miracles of Dr Fauſtus, things as certain as death and 
taxes; can be more firmly believed. The Devil not 
have à eloven foot! I doubt not but I could, in a ſhort 
dme, bring you A thouſand old women together, that 
would as ſoon believe there was no Devil at all; nay, 
they will tell you be could not be a Devil without it, 
any more than he could come into the room, and the 
candles not turn blue 2 or go out, and not leave a ſmell 
of brimſlone behind him. | 2 . 
Since then, the certainty of the thing is ſo well efla« © 
bliſhed, and there are ſo many good and ſubſtantial wit- 
neſſes ready to teſtify that he has a.cloven foot, and that 
they have ſeen it too; nay, and that we have antiquity 

on our ſide, (for we have-this truth confirmed by the 
tellimony of many ages), why ſhould we doubt it any 
longer? We can prove/that many of our anceſtors have 
been of this apinion; and divers learned authors have 
left it upon record, as particularly that learned familiariſt 
Mother Hazel, whoſe writings are to be found in mann- 
ſcript, in the famous library of Pye - Corner; alſo the ad- 
mired Jam of Ameſbury, the hiſtorg of the Lancaſhire 
witches, and the reverend exorciſt e Devils of Lon- 
don, whoſe hiſtory is extant among us to this day. All 
theſe, and many more, may be quoted, and their writ- 
ps referred to. for the confirmation of the antiquuy of 
this truth; but there ſeems to be no oecaſion for farther ' 
evidence; it is enough: Satan himſelf, if he did not 
raiſe the report, yet tacitly owns the fact, at leaſt he ap- 
pears willing to have it believer, and be received as 4 
general truth, for the reaſons above. 5 
But beſides all this, and as much a jeſt as ſome unbe- 
lieving peaple would have this. tory to paſs for, who knows 
but that if Satan is impowered to aſſume any * or 
body, and to appear to us as if really ſo ſhaped: ay, 
who knows but he may, by the ſame authority, be allow- 
ed to allume the edition of the cloven ſoot, or two or 
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© foot as well as any other foot, if he thinks fit ? For ifthe 


mn a viſible form, it may, I doubt not, with as good au- 


| phio of the Devil. Some will affirm, that the Devil 
, 3 | Kaz a 2 : * was 
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198 TIE MODERN HtgTORY 
four vloven feet, if he pleaſed ? And why not a Yory 


Devil can aſſume à ſhape, and ean appear to mankind 


thority be advanced, that he is left at liberty to aſſume WM 
what ſhape hedpleafes, and to chuſe what eaſe of fe be 
and blood he will pleaſe to wear, whether real or im- b: 
ginary ; and if this liberty be allowed Him it is an adm. of 
rabſe diſguiſe for him to come generally with his cloven Ml be 
oot, that when he finds it for his purpoſe; on ſpecial i in 
occaſions, to come without it, as I ſaid above, he may WM ve 
not be ſuſpected ; but take this with you, as you, go, Bf »: 
thatall this is upon a ſuppoſition that the Devil can a. hi. 
ſume a viſible hape, and make a real appearance; which, WM o 
however, I do vot yet think fit to grant or deny. Wea 
Certain it is, the firſt people who beſtowed a eloven Ml 


ſoot upon the Devil, were not fo diſpieable as yon ma) #n 


imagine, but were real favourites of heaven; for did not I w. 


Aaron ſet upthe Devil of a calf in the congregation, and MI qu 


ſet the people a-dancing about it for a god? Upon which WW an 


, occaſion expofitors tell us, that particular command was cu 
given, Levit. xvii. ' „They ſhall no more offer their I I. 
. facrifices unto Devns, after whom they have gone 2 


whoring.” Likewiſe King Jeroboam ſet up the two calves 
one at Dan, and. the other af Bethel; and we find them I 
charged afterwards with ſetting up the worſtiip of de vii, co 
inſtead of the worſhip of God. © to tO 


Atter this, we find ſpme nations actually ſacrificed to fuc 


| the Devil in the form of a ram, and others of a goat; {WM ka 
from which, and that above of the calves ar Horeb f «lo 


doubt not the ſtory of the cloven foot firſt derived ; and i &* 
it is plain, that the worſhip of that calf at Horeb, . ſo, 
meant in the Seripture, quoted above, Levit. xvii. . n! 
«Thou ſhalt no more offer ſacrifice unto devils.” The I dit 


original fs ſeplnirim, that is, rough and hairy goats, By Pr: 
calveſ ; and ſome think alfo, in this ſhape the Devil mot Ih ea. 
. ordinarily appeared to the Egytians ang Arabians, from Bl _ 
whence it was deri ities fag 1 tak 
Alſo in the old writings of the Egyptians, I mew WW im 
their hiorog)yphic writings, before the uſe of letters was WF die 
known, we are told this was the mark that he was il op 
known by; and the figure of a goat was the hierogly. py 
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odr THE DEVIL. 
Cory WM was particularly . pleaſed to be fo repreſented. How 


rifthe WM they came by their information, and whether they had. 
anking WF it from his own mouth or not, authors have not yet de- 


od an: termined. 


a fume But be this as it will, 1 do not fee. that Satan e ould 1 


f fel have been at a loſs for · ſome extraordinary figure to have 
r ima- bantered mankind with, tho? this had not been thought 
adm. W of: but thinking of the cloven foot firſt, and the matter 
lover being indifferent, this took place, and eafily rooted itſelf 


» may WM vetted too faſt for the Devil himſelf to remove it, if he 


$0; Wt was diſpoſed to try; but as I faid above; it is none of 


in al. his buſineſs. to ſolve doubts, or remove difficulties out of 

hich, our heads, but to perplex us with more, as much as he 
aan. * . 5 ue”, 

over MF Some people carsy this matter a great deal higher ſtill, 
may and will have the cloven foot to be like the great ſtone 
d not MW which the Brafilian conjugors uſed to ſolve all difficult 
and queſtions upon, after having uſed a great many monſtrous 
and barbarous geſtures and diftortivas of their bodies, and 


cut certain marks or magical figures upon the tone: ſo, 


Ives WI Satan drove a greater trade with mankind in public than 


dem WJ ke has done of late, he gave this cloven foot as a token 


vis, to his particular favourites to work wonders with, and 
| to conjure by ; and that witches, fairies, hobgoblins, and- 
to fuch things, of which the ancients had ſeveral kinds, at 
at; keaſt in their imaginations, bad all a goat's leg; with a 


» I i eloven foot, to put on upon extraordinary occaſions. It 
und WF ſeems this methed. is of late grown out of practice; and 
bo, like the melting of marble, and the painting of glaſs, 


„tis had afide, among the various uſeful arts which 
"he WF Hiſtorians tell us are loſt to the world. What may be 
or practiſed in the fairy world, if ſuch a place there be, we 
oft ean give no particulars at preſent. pt | 
m Burt neither is chis all; for other would-be-wiſe people 
take upon them te make farther and more conſiderable 


treat it as a moſt ſignificant inſtrument of Satan's private 
operation; and that as Joſeph is ſaid to divine, that is to 


Benjamin's ſack, ſo. the Devil has managed ſeveral of bis 


in the bewildered fancy of the people; and now it is ri- 


I ſay, they will have this cloven foot to be a kind of a 
e „ WM eonjuring ſtone; and tell us, that in former times, when - 


ſay, to conjure by his golden cup, which was put into 
ſecret 
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00 THE MODERN: HISTORY | 
opermions and poſſeſſions, and other helliſh 
| Os Fong 
. of mality of the cloren foot. - Aebi ding iy 
had a kind'of an helliſk inſpiration in it, and à ſeperaie 
P and magical per, by which he wro -ght-his inſertal 
miracles s that the tioven foot had à ſüperiar fignifice: Wh v! 
tion, and was not only emblematic and ſignicative of Wed 
the conduct of mien, but really guided their condutt in. a 
the moſt important affairs of life; and that the agents Wl: 
rhe Devit employed to inflyence mankind, and to deluce' E. 
them, and draw them into all the ſnar es and traps, tha I ot 
he lays continaally for their deſtruction, were equipp:4 Sb 
with this foot, in ad ef their other powers for mi. >! 
chief. n Fr 
_ Here they read us learned; jedares vpon ihe ſovereign de 
oper atis bs which the Devil ts at prefent maker of, u tre 
the government f human affairs ; and how the cloven I fe 
foot is an emblem of the true double entendre, or divid- ve 
ed aſpect which the- great men of the world generally iat 
act wit h, and by which all their affairs are directed; far 
from whence it eomes to pals, that there is no ſach thivg x 
#5 4 ſingle· heerted integrity, or an upright meaning to er 
be: found in che world; that mankind, worſe than the up 
ravene us breees, prey upon their own kind, and devout {« 
them att by tire laudible methods of flattery, wine, chez, ed 
and dreachery; crocodite like, weeping over thoſe they r. 
' would-deveur,—deſtroy ing thoſe they mile upon; andy. hit 
m a word, devour their own kind, Rich the beaſls re · kit 
fuſe and that by all the ways of fraud and allurement 
chat hell can invent; holding out a cloven divided hoof, ff fe. 
or Aud, pretending to fave, when the very pretence „ieh. 
made uſe of to enſumre and deftroy: in; 
Thus the divided hoof is the repreſentative of «divide © 
ed double tongue; and an emblem of the moſt exquilite 
hypocrify, the molt fawning and fatally · deceiving flat. 
tery: And here they give us very di hiſtories, 
though tragieal in themſelves, of the manner in which 
ſore of the Devil's inſpired agents have managed them - 
ſelves, under che fpecix! — Ihe of the bros eu e 
they have jade war under the pretence of peace; mur 
dered garriſons under the moſt ſacred capitulations; 
maſſacred innocent multitudes after ſurrenders to mercy 
Again they tell us, the cloven foot has been made ui 
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* in all treaſons, plots, aſſaſſinations, andſveret's as 
25 open murders and rebellions. Thus Jos 
veaſon of an embrace, ſnewed how dextronfigxhe! 
peraie manage the cloven foot, and ſtruck Abner und 

nb: thus David played the cloven foot with pass Den 
cz, Ml when he had amind to lie with his wife: thus Brutus ay- 
ve of Med it upon Cæſar; and to come nearer home we have hat 
uc in. Ws great many retrogade<notions i in this country, by this 
ge magical implemert, the foot; ſuch as that of the Earl of _ 
eluce For's fate, beheading the Queen of Scots, and divers 
„tha others in Queen Elizabeth's time; that of the Earl of 
pp:d MI Shrewfbury and Sir Thomas Overbury, Gondamor and 
mi- Sir Walter Raleigh, and many others, in King James tha, 
| Firſt's time in all which, if the cloven foot had not been 
dextrouſly managed, thoſe murders had not been {6 dex. 
trouſly performed, or the murderers have been ſo well 
ſcreened from juſtice ; for which, and the — 
rengeante of heaven unappeaſed, ſome hate thought the 
innocent branches of the royal houſe of Spart did not, P 
fare the better in the ages which followed. 

It muſt be e cloven foot was in its fun 
exerciſe in the next reign, and the generation that roſe; 
vp immediately after them, arrived to the moſt exquiſite 
ſkill for management of it. Here they faſted and pray- 
ed; there they plundered and murdered: here they: | 
raifed war for the king, and there they fought againſt 
lim; cutting throats 105 r God's ſake, and 9 
re · ling and kingly government, aceęrding to law. 5 
ent Nor was the cloven foot unemployed: on all fides 4 | 
pol; for it is the main excelleney of this inſtrument of hell, 

i that it acts on every fide; it is its denominating qua» 

| 148 and is, for that reaſon, called a ann or divided 5 
nds 60 he | 
ſite This matilated apparition as work to public i. othes, 
ate ¶ countries too, that it ſeem to convince us the Devil is 
en, not confined to England only; but that, as his empire 
ich extends to all the ſublunary world, fo he gives them all 
n+ room to ſee he is quaſized to: een "hem his own 
L Way. 

What abundant uſe did that prince of Aidemblers 
Charles V. make of this foot? It was by the help of this 
apparition of the foot that he baited his hook with the 
cy of Milan, and tickled \ Fuancis I. of France o _ 
4 . — 5 wi 
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it. that when he paſſed through France, and wu 
© that gry he let him go, aud. never got the bat 
rn neither. R ſeems the foot was not on King 
N FS 
| 


* 


rracis nde at that time. "We: 
id weh did Philip IE of Spain manage this ſoct WM cr 
in the amarder of the nobility of the gpaniſh Netherland, Win 
k the aſſaflination-of the prince of Orange, aud at laſt in 
= that of his own ſon Don Carlos, infant of Spain? Ang to 
E ” ſach was the Devil's craft, and ſo nicely did he beſut io. 
s eloven foot, chat this monareh died confolated(though N 
impenitent) in the arms of the church, and with the be- Nep 
_ nedichion of the clergy tob, thoſe ſecond beſt manager th 
e the faid hoof in the world. * cir 
I muſt acknowſedge [ agree with this opinion thhs far, WM! 
namely, that the Devil, acting by his cloven, ſbot as a ({M#® 
machine, has done great things in the world, tor propaga. W#? 
ting his dark empire among us; and hiſtory is ſull ot 
exatoples; Beſides the little low priced things done among e 
us; for we arc come to ſuch a kind of degericracy in WY” 
folly, that we Rave even dithonsure d the Devil, and put De 
this glorious engine, the cloven ſoot; to ſneh mean uſes, 
thut the Devil himtelf ſcems to be aſhamed of us, 
But to feturn a little to foreign hiſtory; Befides what 
Dar been mentioned above, we find flaming examples. of 
moſt glorious miſchief done by this weapon, when put 
into che hands of kings, and men of fame in the world: 
How wany games have tlie kings of France played with 
this cloven footz. and that within a few years of one ano- 
ther? Firſt, Charles IX. played the oloven- foot upon 
Graſper Colighi, admiral of France, when le careſſd 
him, complimented him, invited him to Paris to the wed- 
ding of the king of Navarre; called him father, kiſſed 
him, and, when he was wounded, ſent his own ſurgeons 
to take eare of him; and yet, three days after, ordered: 
Kim to be aſſaſfinated and murdered, uſed with a thous 
fand indigntties, and at laſi thrown. out of the window 
into the ſtteet, to be infulted by the rabble? | 
Did not Henry MI inthe fame country, play the clo- 
ven foot upon the Duke of Guile, when he called him 
to the counſel, and cauſed him to be murdered as he 


went in at the door ? The Gnifes again played the ſame 
game back upon the king, when they ſent out a Jacobiit 
ar to aſſaſſi gate hin in ns tent, 4 he lay at the ſiege 
of Paris. i 1a: 
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ed all over the Chriſtian world, ever ſince Judas betray- 


expreſsly of him, &© One of you is a devil ;” and the ſa- 
cred text fays, in another place The Devil NR 
into Judas.“ 

it would take up a great deal of time, and paper tao, 
to give you @ toll account of the travels of the ctoven 


what moſt accurate hypocriſy Satan has made uſe of it 
upon many occaſions, and with what fucceſs; but, as in 
the elaborate work of which I juſt now gave you a fpe- 


which 1 ſhall call, The complete hiſtory of the cloven 
ſoot: I ſay, ſor that reaſon, and divers others, I ſhall 
fy but very little more to it in this place 

It remains to tell you, that this merry ſtorp of the alos 
ven foot is very eſſential to the hiflory which I am now 
writing, as it has been all along the great emblem of the 
Devil's government in the world, and by which all his 


executed ; for-as he is ſaid not to be able ta conceal this 
dot, but that he carries it always with him, it imports 
noſt plainly, that the Devil would be no devil, if he was 
not a diſſembler, a deceiver, and carried a double enten · 
dre in all he does or ſays: that he cannot but ſay one 
thing and mean another; promiſe one thing and do ano- 
her; engage, and not perform; declare, and not intend; 
ind act like a true Devil as he is, with a eee 
hat is no index of his heart. - 5 
I night nid gs go back 40 originals, and derive this 
loven from Satan's primitive Rate as a cherubim 
r a celeſtial being; which cherubims, as Moſes is fad 


x pen as the lame Moſes, from the ari ginal,repreſent- 

them afterwards covering the ark, bal the head and 

Jace of a man, win s of an eagle, body ot a lion, and legs 
nd feet of a c alf: ** this i on ſo eee 


* 


10 a word this opera of the cloven foot has been ad- 


ed the $52 of God with; à kiſs; nay, our Saviour ſays 


"2 


ſoot, its progreſs into all the courts of Europe, and with 


cimen, I defign one whole volume upan this ſubject, and 


molt conſiderable engagements have boen anſwered and | 


0 have ſeen them about the throne of God in mount 


purpoſe ;- ſor as we are to allow, that whatever Gatan 
had of heavenly. beauty before he ſell, he loſt. it all when 
commenized Devil; ſo to fetch his original fo far up, 
e be only to ſay, chat he retained nothing but the 
a foors ang tht al the vel of in was aered and 
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ze: THE. MODERN HISTORY _ 
ER deformed, become horrible and frightful as the Devil: bu 
dis cloven foot as we now underſtand it, is rather mill 
cal and emblematic, and deſcribes him only as the four. 
© tain of miſchief and treaſon, and the prince of hypo- 
_ crites, and as ſuch we are now to ſpeak of him. 
It is from this original all the hypocritic world copy, 
He wears the foot on their account, and from this modi 
= they act. This made our bleſſed- Saviour tell then, 
The works of our father he will do;“ Meaning the 
Devil, as he had expreſſed it jult before. | 
Nor woes he deny the uſe of the foot to the meaner 
claſs of his diſciples in the world, but decently equig 
them all, upon every occaſion, with a needful proportion 
of hypocriſy and deceit, that they may hand on the 
power of procaiſcuous fraud through all his temporal 
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3 dominions, and wear the foot always about them, as 1m 
badge of their profeſſed ſhare in whatever is done by 
5 that means. 8 ; * di 
f Tubus every diſſembler, every falſe friend, every ſecret ¶ tu 
5 cheat, every bear- ſæin jobber, has a cloven foot, and is 
far hands on the Devil's intereſt by the ſame powerful g. 
| agency of art, as the Devil himſelf uſes to act when h to 
appears in perſon, or would act if he was juſt how up] 
b l the ſpot; for this foot is a machine which is to be wound Ws 
up or wound down, as the cauſe it appears for require; .. 
and there are agents and engineers to act in it by d. tn 
rections of Satan, ( gre Har engineer) who lies ſtill u r. 
| his retirement, only, 1 | 


uing out his orders as he ſe ch. 


convenient. 24% ; ö b 
Again: Every claſs, every trade, every ſhopkeeper, 0 | 
every pedlar, nay, that meaneſt of tradeſmen, the church ** 
pedlar the Pope, has a cloven foot, with which he paw . 

6 1 


waws upon the world; wiſhes them all well and at te 
fame time cheats them; wiſhes them all fed, and at the fil 
fame time ſtarves them; wiſhes them all iu heaven, and wh 
at the ſame time marches before them directly to the I fal 

Defil, a la mode de cloven foot. * vis 
Nay, the very bench, theever-living foundation ai as 
juice in che world, how often has it been mage the tool all 
of violence, the r Cs, the ſeat of bribery MW cv 
_ - and corruption, by this monſter in maſquerade,/and tha if t 


every where, (our own country, always excepted)! I to 
| They had much better wipe out the picture of juli md 
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Minded; having the ſword and ſcales in her hand, whil 
10 ſoreign countries is generally painted over the cat” 
of thoſe Who ſit to doju'tice, and place, inſtead there 
4 niked unarmed cloven foot, a proper emblem of that il 
ſpirit that\influences the world, and of the juſtice wes. . 
o ten ſve adminiſtereq among them. Human imagination 1 
tmot form an idea more ſuitable, nor the Devil pro- 
pols an engine more or better qualified for an operation 
oi zultiee, by the iufluence oh bribery and, corruption, 
It is this magnipotent inftrument in the hands of the 
Devil, which, under the cloſeſt diſguiſe, agitates every 
paſſion, bribes every affection, blackens every, virtue, 
ives a double face to words and actions, and to all per- 
ah who have any concern in them, and, in a word, 
makes us all devils to one ,another. - 
Indeed the Devil has taken but a dark emblem to be 
ditingurſhed by; for this of a goat was ſaid to-bea erea - 
ture hated by mank ind from tlie beginning, and that ther: 
is a natural antipathy in mankind againſt them; hence 
the ſcape goat was to bear the ſins of the people, and 
to go into the wilderneſs with all that burden upon him. 
But we have a ſaying among us, in defence of which 
we mult inquire into the proper ſphere of action which 
may be aſſigned to this cloyen foot, as hitherto deſcribed: 
the proverb is this, Every Devil has not a cloven foot. 
This proverb, inſtead of giving us ſome more favourable 
thouzhts of the Devil, confirms What L have ſaid already, 
that the devil raiſed this ſcandal upon lümſelfʒ I mean 
the report that he cannot conceal ordiſguiſe his Devil's 
foot, or hoof, but that it muſt appear, under whatever 
habit he ſhews himſelf; and the reaſon Igave holds good 
all; namely, that he may be more effectually concealed | 
when he goes abroad without it: for iſ the people were 
fally perſuaded that the Devil could not appear without 
this badge of his honour, or mark of his infamy, take it 
as yo will: and thathe ws bound alſo to ſhew wupon 
all oc aſions: it wpuld be natural to conelude that Rat- 
ever feightful appearances might be ſeen in the-world, 
if the cloven foot did not alſo appear, we had no occaſion 
to look for the Devil, or ſo much as to think of him, 
mich leſs to apprehend he was ſo near us: and as this 
Ne I might * 
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a milk e, and that the Devil might be ther 


We we t t ourſelves ſecure, it might on 
de a miſtake of very bad conſequence; and n 
. rgcelar, would give the Devil room to act in the 
bot be difovered, where it might. be mol 
n to know him. . 
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theſis; namely, that that Devil is 3 dangerous that 
has no choven foot; or if you will have it in words more 
to the common underſtanding. The Devil gems tobe 
moſt dangerous when he goes without. his, eloven foo. 
And here learned ſpeculation offers itſelf te ourde. 
bate, and which indeed I ought. to call acouncil of ealu. 
its, and men learned in the Devil's politics, to deter. 
mine. 
Whether it is moſt hurtful to the world, the Devi 
walking about without his cloyen foot, or the cloven 
foot walking about without tbe Devil? 
It is indeed a nice and difficult queſtion, and merits 
to be well inquired into: far which reaſon, and divers 
others, I have referred it to be treated with ſome de- 
ceney, and as a diſpute ne ſufficient. to. take by 
a chapter by: itfelt, 


pt _ Þ * | 
CHAP. vH. 


Wiethe it is mit hurtful to. the world, the Devil walking u. 
Bou without his cloven foot, or the _ _ wall: 4. 
- bout without the Devil. . 


Is diſcufling this moſt del diſtin gion of Satan 

rivate motions, I miſt, as the pulpit-gentlemend- 

explain the text, and let you know what I mean 

by fecal dark expreſſions in it, that I may not L un- 
Are to talk (as the Devil walks) im the; dark. 
1. As to the Devil's walking abont. 

2. His w without his cloven foot. 

« The cloven foot walking about without be Der 

| Voss ſtudy brevity, and yet would be underſtood 

2 * to anderſiatid-me as 2 


From this ſhort ko. thus re peated, I 8 new 
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e ther n That I mult be allowed to ſuppoſe the Devil ne, 
mam has an intercourſe in, and through, and about this 
and n globe, with egreſs and regreſs, for the carrying on 
in the - bus ſpecial affairs, when, how, and where, to his 
e moſ majeſty, in his great wiſdom, it ſhall ſeem meet: 
CI that ſometimes he apppars'and becomes viſible. an 
a new . that, like a maſtiff without his -clog, he does no 
s that nee. eloven foot with him. This will 
more | necellarily rung me to ſome debate upon the mo't 
stobe MM. important queſtion of apparitions, hauntings, u all- 
1toot, ings, &c. whether of Satan. in human ſhape, or of 


urde. human creatures in the Devil's ſhape, or in any 
be other manner whatſoever. - 5 
er 


2. L muſt alſo be allowed to tell you, that Satan has 
Dean 2 great deal of wrong done him by the general em- 
lov bracing of vulgar errors, and that there! is acloven 
4a foot often times without a Devil;- or, in ſhort that: 
| Satan is not guilty of all the ſimple things, no, nor 
of all the wicked things we charge him with. 


Theſe two heads; Well ſettled, wilfully explain the 
title of this chapter, anſwer the query mentioned init, 
and at the ſame time correſpond very well with, and 
give us a farther proſpect into the main and original de- 
hn of this work; namely, the hiltory of che Devil. 
We are ſo fond of, and pleafed with the, zeneralnotion : 
of ſeeing the Devil; that 1 am loth to diſoblige my read 
Wh ſo much as the calling in queſtion his viſibility would 

Nor is it my buſineſs, any more than it is tis; to 
3 them, whers the belt is ſo agreable to them; 
elpecially 6c” upon the whole, it is not one farthing 
matter, either on one fide, or on the other, whether ĩt 
be ſo or not, or-whether the truth of the fact ve ever: 
diſedvered or not. * 

Certain it is, whether we ſee him or not, here hel is, 
an! I make no doubt but be is looking on while Lam 
writing this part of his ſtory, whether behind me, or at 
my elbow, or over my ſhoulder, is not material to me, 


wil. 

pod BY nor have I once turned my head about to fee whether 
and WF he is there or not; for if he be nat in the inſide, I have o 
* 
hat 


— 


mean an opinion of ail his extravaſatcd powers, that It; - 
8 2 ſeems 
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ſeems of very little conſequence to me what ſhepe 1s 
6 takes up, or in what poſture he appears; nor indeet can 
l aua Devil) in any of the moſt dangerous or important 
= of his deſigns in the world; the molt of his projects 


I find, in all my inquiry, that ever the Devil appeared, 


eſpecially of the ſigniſicant part of them, having been 
girried, on another wap. rd ng 
However, as I am ſatisfied no body will be pleabel 

if I ſhould-dilpute the reality of his appearance, and a 
tze work runs away with it as a received point, which 
acunits of no diſpute, I {hall molt readily; grant the 
general and give you ſome account of, the particulars, 
Hiſtory 1s fruitful of particulars, whether invention 
has ſupplied them or not, Iwill not ſay where the Deyil 
is brought upon the ſtage in plain and undeniable appais 
tion: tue ſtory of Samuel being raiſed by the witchof 
Endor, I ſhall leave quite out my liſt, becauſe there are 
ſo many ſeruples and objections againſt that ſtory; and 
as I ſha l not diſpute with the Scripture, ſo on the other 
hand, I have fo much deference for the dignity of the 
Devil, as not to determine raſhly how far. it may be in 
the power of every old (witch) woman, to call him up 
whenever ſhe pleaſes, and that he muſt come, Whatever 
the pretence is, or whatever buſineſs of conſequence 
ha may be engaged in, as often as it is needſul tor her 
to pawwa for half a crown, or perhaps leſs than helf 
the money. | „ 
Nor will I undertake to tell you, till I have talked 
farther with lim about it; how far the Devil is concern» 
ed todiſcover frauds, detect rs, reveal ſecrets and 
efpectally to tell where any money is hid, arttrec folks 
where to ndit; it ĩs an odd thingthat Satan ſhould think 
it. ol coniequence to oome and tell us where ſuch a miſer 
Nd a trong box, or where ſuch an old woman buried 
her chamber pot full of money, the value of all which is 


bh 4 perhaps but a trifle, when as the ſame time he ſeis ſo 


Many veins of gold, fo many unexhauſted mines, nay,. 
mountains of ver, as we may depend upon it, are lid 
in the bowels of the earth, and which it would be ſo 
much to the good df whole nations to diſcover, ly ſtill 
_ there, and never ſav one word of them to any, body. 
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VVV 
Feſdes, how does the Devil's doing things ſo foreign to 
imſelf, and fo out of his way, agree with the reſt of his 
haracter; hamely, ſhe wing a kind ofa friendly diſpoſi- 
on to mankind, or doing beneficent things? This is ſo 
deneath Satan' s quality, and looks ſo little that I ſcarce * 


been now what to ſay to it; but that which is ſtill more pun· 
sat in the caſe is, theſe things are ſo out of his road. 
eafed Mind fo foreign to his calling, that it ſhocks our faith in 
nd them, and feems to claſh with all the juſt notibns we 
Vick Miave of him, and of his buſineſs in the world. The like 

t the Wis to be {aid of thoſe little merry turns we bring him in 
lar, acting with us, and upon us, upon trifling and ſimple ge- 


ation ¶ caſions ſuch as tumbling chairs and ſtools about the houſe, 
Devil N ſetting pots and veſſels bottom upward, toſſing the glaſs 


Pais Wand crockery Ware about, without breaking; and ſuch 
ok i like mean fooliſh things, beneath the dignity of the De- 
are vil, who, in my opinion, is rather employed in ſetting 
and the world with the bottom upward, tumbling kings and 


erow ns about and daſhinꝑ the nations one againſt another, 
raiſing tempeſts and ſtorms, whether at ſea or on ſhore; 
en «nd in a word, doing capital miſchiefs ſuitable to his na- 
ture and agreeable to his name Devil; and fuited to that 
circumſtance of his condition, Which I have fully repre- 
ſented in the primitive part of his exiled ſtate. 
But tobring in the Devil playingat puſli- pin with the 
world, or ike Domitian catching flies; that is to ſay, 
doing nothing to the purpoſe; that is not only deluding 
ourſelves, but putting a ſlur upon the Devil himſelf; 
and I ſay I ſhall not diſhonour Satan ſo much as tofup- 7 
pole any thing in it: however as Imuſlt have a care too 
how I take away the proper materials of winter-even» 3 
ing frippery, and leave the good wives nothing of the 
Devilto fright the children with, Iſhall carry the weigh» * 
ty point no farther. No doubt the Devil and DrFauſtes 
were very intimate; I ſhould rob you of a very fignfi- 
cant? proverb, if I fhould ſo much as doubt it; no doubt 
the Devil ſhewed himſelf in the glaſs to that fair lady 
Who looked in to ſee where to place her patches; but 
then it ſhould ſollow too, that the Devil is an enemy to 
the ladies wearing patches; and that has fome difficulties 
8 | oY 


: f 1 
4. great as the Devil and Dectar Furſtus. V ule Dr Fata. 
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in it, which we cannot ſo eaſily reconcile; Lut we nue 
tell the ſtory, and leave out the conſequences. c. 
But to come to more remarkable things, and in Wuck WM anc 
the Devil has thought fit to act in a figure more ſuĩtablz to 
eo his diguity, and on occaſions conſiſtent with himſelf; che 
fake the ſtory of the appearance of Julius Cæfur, orthe Weve 
Devil aſſuming that murdered emperor, to the great: ace 
Marcus Brutus, who not withſtanding all tlie good tling of 
{aid to juſtiſy it, was no leſs than a king killer and an WM Sat 
aſſaſiinator, which we in our language call by a very 
good name, and peculiar to the Englifrtongue, a ru. 
| The ſpeare had certainly the appearance of Ceſar, i 0: 
with, his wounds bleeding freſh, as if he had juſtreceiv. I anc 
ed the fatal blow; he had reproached him with his in- tai 
Fan B with Tu Brute! tu que que, mi ſilſi:Wbat, his 
ou Brutus! thou, my adopted ſon?” Now hiſtory to 
ſeems to agree univerſally, not only in the ſtory itſelf; I to 
bt in the circumltances of it: we have only to obſerve: i ter 
that the Devil had certainly power to affume; not 2 ] 
8 on Hope cnly, but the ſhape of Julius Cœſur, in WM the 
eviar” |. - N 15 
Had Brutus beena timorous, conſeience-harie d, weak Sb 
hended wretch, had he been under the horror of the ¶ ed 
: Faun. and terrified with the dangers that were before of! 
um at that time, we might ſuggeſt that he was over I 8 
run with the vapours, that the terrors which were 
upon his mind diſordered him, that his head was delt. bee 
Tous and prepoſſe fled, and that his faticy only placed hav 
Cieſar ſo continually in his eyes, t fat it realized him the 
ts his imagination, and he believed he ſaw him; with ima 
many other ſuggeſted difficulties to invalidate the ſtory, I !ev« 
and render the reality of it doubtful. 


But the contrary, to an extreme, was tlie coſe of Bru- W Vo. 
tus; his known character placed him above the power N of t 
of all hypocondriacs, or fancifal deluſions; Brutus was W | 
of a true Roman ſpirit, a bold hero, of an intrepid cou- I tra: 
rage; one that ſcorned to fear even the Devil, as the 45 


ſtory allows: betides, he gloried in the adlion; there 
eould be no terror of mind upon him; he valued himſelf 
_ upon itz as done in che ſervice of liberty, andthe * 
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of his country; and was ſo far from being frighted at 


the Devil in the worſt ſhape, that he ſpoke firſt to him, 
and aſked him, What art thou? And when he was cited! 


to ſee him again at Philippi? anſwered, witha gallantry 
that knew no fear, Well Iwill ſee thee there. What 


er the Devil's buſineſs was with Brutus; thisiscertai 1. 


zecordinig to all the hiſtorians who give us the aceount 


of it, that Brutus diſeovered no fear ; he did not, like: 


Saul at Endor, fall to de ground in a ſwoon, 1 Sam. 


xvii 20. Then Saul fell along upon the earth, and 


«there was no ſtrength in him, and. was ſore afraid. 


In a word, I ſee no room to charge Brutus with being 
over run with the hypoor with vapours, or with fright: 
and terror of mind; but he ſaw the Devil that is cer- 
tain and with eyes open, his courage notat alldaunted; 
his mind reſolute, and with the utmoſt compoſure ſpoke 
to him, repfied to his anſwer, and defied his ſummons 
to death, which indeed he feared not, as appeared af- 
terwards. ta 1436 ⁰¹ N 

I come next to an inſtance as eminent in hiſtory as 


the other; this was in Charles VI. of France: furnamed 


The beloved; who riding over the foreſt near Mans, a 


ghaſtly frightfultellow (that is to ſay, the Devil ſocloth- 


ed in human vizor) came up to his horfe and taking hold 
of his bridle, ſtopt him, with addition of theſe words; 
Stop, king; whicher go you; You are betrayed!” 


and immediately diſappeared. It is true the king had 
been diſtempered in his head before, and ſo he might ; 
have been deceived; and we might have charged it to 
the account of a whimfical brain, or the power of his 


9 
? 


imaginations; but this was in the fuce of his attendants, 


leveral of his great officers,courtiers, and princes of tis 


blood, being with him, who all ſaw the man, heard the 
words, and immediately to their aftoniſhment, loſt fight 
of the ſpeftre, who vaniſhed from them all. 
Two witneſſes will convict a murderer, why not a 
traitor? This muſt be the old gentleman, emblematicaE 
ly ſo called; or who muſt it be? 


out of 


who elſe could it 
be? His uglineſs is not the caſe, though ugly as the De- 
wi, is a proverb in his favour; but vaniſhi | 
light is an eſſential to a ſpirit, and to an evil ſpirit in 


dur times eſpecially, Theſe * 


v 


= 
LES. 


4 
3 
«> 

- 

5 * 


4 


N wy - 
* 


212 THE MODERN HISTORY: _ | 
' -  Theſe-are {ome of the Devil's extraordinaries, ang! 
it malt be confefled they axe not tlie molt agreeable io 
mankind; for ſometimes he takes upon dum to diſorder 
his friends very much on theſe occaſions, as ini the aboye. 
caſe of Charles VI. of France ;. the king, they ſaw was. 
really demented ever after, that is, as we vulgariy, 
but not always improperly, expreſs it, he was real. 
s- ly frighted out of His wits. Whether the malicious 
Devil intended it ſo, or not, is not certain, though; 
; : wh nat ſo foreign to his particular difpoſition if he 
But where he is more intimate, we are told he ap- 
pears in a, manner leſs diſagrecable, and there he is. 
more properly a familiar ſpirit, that is, in ſhort, a De. 
vil of their acquaintance it is true the ancient s under. 
ſtand the word, a familiar ſpirit, to be one of the kind 
ol poſſeſſion ; but if it ſeryes our turn as well under tie 
denomination of an intimate De vil, or a devil viſitant, it 
maſt be acknowledged to be as near in the literal ſenſe 
and acceptation of the word, as the other; pay, it mu 
be allowed it is a very great piece of familiarityein 
the Devil to make viſits,” and ſhew none of his diſa- 
greeables, not appear formidable, or in the ſhape of 
What he is, reſpectfully with-holdling his diſmal part, in 
compaſſion to the infirmities of his friends. | 
It is true Satan may be obliged to make differentap-- 
pearances as the ſeveralcircumſtances. of things call tor 
tk; in ſome caſes he makes his public entry, and then he 
= muſt ſhew himfelf in his habit of ceremony: in other 
= caſes he comes upon private buſineſs, and then he ap: 
pears in diſguiſe; in ſome public cafes he may thinkit 
nt to be incog, and then he appears dreſſed ala maſque; 
ſio they ſay he appeared at the famous St Bartholomen 
wedding at Paris, where he came in dreſſed like a trum: 
peter, danced in his habit, ſounded a levit, and then 
went out and rung the alarm bell (which was the ſigns 
to begin the maſſacre) half an hour before the timę ap: 
pointed, leſt the king's mind ſhouldalter, and his heart 
Fail Lim. | 3 | 8 
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Ic chis ſtory be not made upon him (for. we ſuould 
le to: It ſiander the. Devil), it ſhould ſeems he was not tho- 


oughly ſatisfied in king Charles IX's ſteadineſs in his 
auſe ; ſor the king, it ſeems had relaxed. a little once 
eſore: and Satan might be afraid he would fall off again 


rly, Nad ſo prevent the e etcut 32, Others ſay, the king did! 
eal. Went immediately after the ringing the alarm bell; bur 
ious: hat then it was too late; the wor k was begun, and the 
vol, age of blood having been let looſe among the people, 
f he dere was no recalling the order. If the Devil was thus 


rought ta the necfliiy. of a ſecret management, it muſt» 
e owned he did it dextroufly ; but I have not authority 


gh for the Rory to charge him with the partieulare, 
D I 1eave it au croc. N ; WT 
uy 1 have much better vouchers for tae ſtory following, 
| 15 ich 1 had ſo ſolemnly confirmed by one that lived in 
bt i Wit family, that I never doubted the truth oß it. There 


ied in the pariſh of St Bennet Fynk, near the Royal 
Exchange, an honeſt poor widow woman Who her huſtandd 
ole NPeing lately dead, took dodgers into her hauſe; that u 
null e jet out ſome of her room, in order to leſſen her o 
n Wharge of rent; among the reſt the let her garrets to a 
iſa. Working watch · wheel · maker, or one ſome way concern- 
al Wed in making the movements of watches and who work - 
n ed for thoſe ſhop- keepers who ſell watches as is uſual. 

| It happened that a man and-wonmnwent upto ſpeuk 
ap: Vith dis movement-maker upon ſome buſineſs wien 
tor related to his trade, and when they were near the top» 
| he of the ſtairs the garret- door where ke uſually. worked 
her Wbeing wide open, they ſaw the poor man (the watch 
ap. naler, or wheel- maker) had hanged himſelf upon a beam 
Lit rhich was left open in the room, a little lower than” 
je; he plaiſter, or ceiling: ſurprized at the fight, the Wo- 
«x Wnan ſtopped, and cried out to:the man who was behind. 
m. er on the ſtairs, that he ſhould run up and cut the poor © Þ 
reature down. mann TO RO 
At that very moment comes a man haſtily from ano»  - 
her part of the room, which they upon the ſtairs count 
not ſce, bringing a joint · ſtool in his hand, as if in great 
haſte, and ſets it down juſt by the wretch that was hang - 
d; and getting up as haſtily upon it, pulls à Hüte out 
of his pocket, and, taking hold of the rope with one 
of his hands, beckoned to the woman aud the man be- 
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hind her with his head, as · if to: ſtop and nos cotte wp, 
| ſhewing them the knife in his other hand, as if he was 
_ juſt going to cut the poor man dow . 
D pon this, the woman ſtopt a while, but the man * 
| R60d on the joint ſtool continued with his hand and 
knife as if fumbling at the kn, , but did not yet cut the: 
man down; at which the woman cried out. again, and, 
the man behind her called to her, Go de and; 
belp the man upon the fool ? ſuppoſing ſomething hin- 
dered. But the man upon the ſtool made ſigns to them 
again to be quiet, and not come on, as if Caying, ſha dos 
it immediately; then he made two ſtrokes with kü 
Enife, as if cutting che rope, aud then ſlopt again; and 
-Rill the poor man was hanging, and Ranges 
Upon this the Woman upon the ftairs cried out to 
Whar ails veut Why do yor- not- cut the poor mat 
down? Ai man behind her having no more pa 
tience, tWüll ber by, und ſaid to her, Let: me come 
_ Fil warrant you 41! dovic; and with that runs up and 
forward into the room to the man; but when K 
there, behold, the poor man was there ha 
man with a knife, or joint - ſtool, or 2 arrow thing i 
be ſeen, all chat was ſpedtre and deluſion, in : order, no- 
| doubt, e that Lockangpy himſelf 
1 2 and expire. 
Tbe man — leigtweß und Hirprifed; that with all 
 therconrage he had before, he dropt on the floor as one! 
” dead; and the woman at leaſt was fain to cut the poor 
man down with * al ſeillars, and had much to do in 
| 1 effect it. 
1 As I have no room to doubt the truth of this ſtory; 
2 which L had from perſons on whole honeſty I could de- 
pend, ſo 1 chink it needs very litrte trouble to cohvince 
* 5 us who the man upon the ſthol mal} be, and that it vi 
= the Devit who d .hinafelf there, in order to finiſi e 
1 * the murder of che mau, whom he had, devil like, tempt · 
deu before, and prevailed wich to be his own execution 
er. Beſides, it correſponds fo welt with the Devil's na- 
I ture and with his buſineſs, viz. that ofa murderer, that 
I never queſtioned its nor can I think we wrong the 
Devil at all co charge him with its 
N. B. Leannot be poſitive in the remaining part of 
chis ſtory; viz. whether the man was cut down; 


ſoon 


on 
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or THE DEVIL. . 
6 be recovered, or whether the Devil 


till it -was- to late 3 but be it which it will, it is 
r r e 
nen s 


'We have nate Giduden well atteſted, as well in 
ſtory as in the reports of honeſt people, who could not 


"me in one place, ſome in another; as alſo ſometimes 
one habit or drefs, and ſometimes in another; and it 
« to be obſerved, that in none of thoſe which are moſt 
ike. to be, real, and in lfte h there is lealt of fancy and 
"our, ou have any mention of the cloven foot; 
ich rather ſeems to be a mere invention of men (and 
erhaps chiefly of thoſe who had a cloven underſtandi 
mean a ſhallow . kind of craft, the effect a an empty 
id ſimple. head), thinking by ſuch à well meant; ; though 
peak fraud, to repreſent the Devil to the old women 
id children of the age, 
eee D 
bem afraid af him. 

1 have another n een who travelled. op- 


onyerſed moſt intimately with him all the while; nay, 
I may believe the — moſt patt of the 


o to etul ſervices for bim, and conſtantly preſerved him 
rom the danger of wolves and wild beaſts, Which the 
ountry he travelled through was: tolerably full ot. 


War hate ver 
nin me way to fright bears and - ſuch creatures more than 
e know of. could this Devil ever be prevailed 


on- ¶ pon to hurt kim ev any of this commpiny: This cookie *. 


na- Nas an innumerable ſeries of diverting incidents attend- 
bat; $ 17 bat thep.ace eee enen 
the eretore too Jong for this book. 

I find too, upon. ſome more ordinary occaſions, the 
evil has appeared to ſeveral as lets This 


— 


e deceived, intimating the Devil's perſonal appearance, 


with ſome addition ſoitable to 


rards of faur ydars with the Devil in his company, and 


ted hows abundance of rsd humour in kms, conſe - 


.carried-þis. point, and kept off the man and woman 


* 


we that he was the Devil, and yet converſed with him, 
oor Ind that very profitably.z- for he performed many very 


bere, by the way, you are to underſtands that the 4 | 
ace {Wolves and bears in thoſe countries knew the Devil, 
diſguiſe he went in; or that the Devil has 
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the Devil's circumſtances to a pitch of ſlavery which! 


into Wiltſhire, to build Stonehenge. How this was c. 


4 . = * CO: d 
A 


dering him as a Devil, and that he was mighty compli 
ſant: Nay, ſome, they tell us, have a power to raiſe ths 
Devil whenever they think fit; this I cannet bring the 
Devil to level with, unleſs I ſhould allow him to be {6 
vus ſer vorum, as another Devil in diſguiſe calls himſelf: 
ſubjected to every old wizard's call; or that he is und 
a neceſſity of appearing, on ſuch or ſuch particular oc 
ſions, whoever it is that cajls him; which would bring 


ſee no reaſon to believe of them. 

Here alſo I muſt take notice again, that though I fh 
the Devil, when ! ſpeak of all theſe apparitions, whe. 
ther of a greater or leſſer kind, yet I am not obliget 
to ſappoſe Satan himſelf in perſon is concerned to ſhey 
himfelf; but that tome of his agents, deputies, and fer- 
vants, are fent for that purpoſe, and directed what di 
euile of fleſn and blood to put on, as may be ſuitablet 
the occaſions. | 

This ſeems to be the only way to reconcile all thel 
Gmple and ridiculous appearances which not Satan, bit 
his emiffaries (which the old woman call imps), ſomes 
times make, and the mean and ſorry employment the 
are put to. Thus fame tells us of a certain witch d 
quality, who called the Devil once to carry her over 
brook, where the water was ſwelled with a haſty rain 
and laſhed him foundly with a whip for letting her lady: 
ſhip fall into the water before, ſhe was quite over, 
Thus, alſo, as fame tells us, ſhe ſet the Devil to work, 
and made him build Crowlnad Abbey, where there vn 
no foundation to be found, only for diſturbing the wot} 

en a lictle who were firſt ſet about it. So it ſeem 
another laborious Devil was obliged to dig the ges 
ditch eroſs the country from the ſen country to the edge 
of Suffolk and Eſſex; which however he has preſerved 
the reputation of, and where it crofſes New-Markt 
heath, it is called the Devil's ditch to this day. 

Another piece of puniſhment, no doubt it was, whe! 
the Devil was obliged to bring the Rones out of Wales 
acred in thoſe days, when it ſeems they kept Satan wp! 
hard labour, I know not. I believe it muſt be regiſters 
ed among the ancient pieces of art which are J»ſt in the 
world, ſuch as melting af fone, painting of glaſs, & 

| Dertgiah 
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compi certainly they had the Devil under correction in thote 
raiſe IM days, that is to ſay, thoſe leſſer forts of devils ; but J 


ring thefMeg:mot think that the Muckle- Thief Devil, as they call 
o be ſe in in the North, Grand Sigrior Devil of all, u as ever 
himſelf reducecl to diſeipline. What devil it was that Dunſton 
is underW4o0k by the noſe with his: red hot tongs, I have not yet 


ar Occa 
Id bring 
which | 


examined antiquity enough to be certain of, any more 
an can tell you what devilit was that St Francis played 
ſo many warm tricks with, and made him run away from 
him ſo often. However this I take upon me to fu in 
the Devil's behalf that it could not be our Satanthe arch 
devil of all devils, of whom I have been talking io longs. 

Nor is it un worthy tlie occaſion to take notite that we 
really wroug.the Devil, and peak of lim very much to 


gh I & 
$, Whe 
obliged 
to ſhey 
and ſer- 
hat df. 
tablet 


I] rhofWrare! 7 poſſeſſes Els; befides, ſome are ſo farfrom 
an, bifWav.ng the Devil in them, that they are really trunſmi- 
ſome rated into the very eſſence of the Devil themſelves; 


u the 
ilch a 
over t 
V rain, 


r lach. 


and others again, not tranſmigrated or aflindlated, but 
ky deed and in truth ſhew us, that they are, or have 
mere native devils in every part and parcel of them, and 
that the reſt is only maſque and diiguiſe. Thus, if rage, 


wit dev.l, why ſhould not a Lady of ſuch quality, in whom 
ol i theſe extraordinaries abound, havea right tothe title 
ot being a devil really and ſubitantially, and to all in- 

ſcem l ents and purpoſes, in the molt perfed and abſolute ſenſe, 
grei ecordinz to the molt exquilite deſcriptions of devils al- 


e ech ready given by m2 or any body elſe f And even juſt as 

ere Dan of Arc, or Joan Queen of Naples were; who: 
Markt ere both ſent home to their native country as ſoon as 
t was diſcovered that they were real devils, and that 

heit an acknowledged them in that quality. 
Wale Nor does my Lady D——fs's wearing ſometimes a 
as . Meale of humanity about her, called fleſh and blood, a 
tan toll alter the caſe ; tor ſo it is evident, according to out? 
gilter reſent hypotheſis, Satan has been always allowed to do 
1n WeWp0n urgent occaſions; aye, and to make his perſonal 
„Ke bbearauce as ſuch even among the {ons and daughe? 


tay 


* dou 
d " OE 
> 33. Aa 


% 


his diſadvantage, when we ſay, of whach a great Lord, 
or of ſuch a Lady, of Quality, „I think the Devil is in 
our Grace.“ No, no; Satan has other buſineſs: he very 


envy, pride, and revenge, can conititute the parts of a- 
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ters of Ood too, as well as among tlie elüldren of men; of 
and therefore her Grace may have appeared in the flaps 


ofafine Lady as long as e ſias been ſuppoied todo, with 3 
Hut any impeachment of herjult claim tothe title of Del... 
vil; whichbeihg her true and natural original, ſhe ouglt 5 
not (and indeed ſſiall not by me) be denied her ſhiapes q 15 
Honor wheneverihe pleaſes todeclare fora reg ſſumpicu. Min 
- And farther, to give every truth its due illuſtration, WM... 


is deed not be thought ſo ſtrange, and is far from be. 11 
mg unjuſt, Her Grace (as ſlie, it may be, is now ttled) MM}, 
Ras not acted, at. leaſt that Lever heaxl of, ſo unworthy... 
ner great and illuſtrious oviginal, that we ſhould thing 
ue has Joit any thing by walking about the world ſoma» ba: 
ny years in apparition; but to give,hertheirae homage Ml, 
„fher quality, ie has acted as conſonant tothe eſſence aul ha 
nature of devil, which the has ſuch a claim to, as ws N 
conſiſtent with the needful reſerve of her preſent diſguiſe, Na- 
Nor ſhall we lead the reader into any miſtake con in 
cerning this part of our work, as if this was or is myant me 
to be a particular ſatire upon the D. ſs of ——, ad pr 
upon her only, as if we had no devils among us, inge! 
phænomena of fair ladies, but this one. If Satan wou Wc. 
be fo honeſt to-us as he might be, (and it would be ver) ne. 
ingenious in him, it maſt be acknowledged, to give s ne. 
little of his allumination in this caſe), we ſhould ſoon MI; 
be able to unmaſk a great many notable figures among fo. 
us, to our real furprize. wh 
Indeed, it is a point worth our further inquiry, and dia 
would be adiſcovery many ways to our advantage wen fn 
we bleſſed with it, to ſee how many real devils we have Wl 
walking up and down the world in maſque; and how Har 
many hoop petticoats complete the entire maſque that 
- Giſguites the Devil in the ſliape of that thing called Woman. 
As for the men, nature has ſatisfied herlelt in letting 
them be their bwn diſguiſe, and in ſuſfering tliem to ad 


the old women, as old women are vulgarly underſtood by 

in matters of council and politics ; but if, at any time of 
* have occafion for the Devil in perſon, they ar {5 
obliged to call him totheir aid in ſuch ſhape aShe pleas pr 

to make uſe of, pro hae vice: and of all thoſe ſhape pr. 
the:moit agreeable to hit ſeems to be that of a n 20 

; | ” 4. lc: 
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OF THE DEVIL, 219 
of quality, in which he has infinite opportunity to act 
” perledtion, what part ſoever he is called in for. _ 
How happy are thoſe people, who, they try Have the 
articular quality, or accquired habit, called the fecond 
foht! One fort of whom, they tell us, are able to dif- 
tncaiſh the Devil, in whatſocver calc or outſide of fleſli 
and blood he is pleaſed to put on, and contequentiy 
could know the Devil wherever they met him. Was 
| blefied with this excellent and uſerul accompliſhment, 
how pleaſant would it be, and how would it particularly 


gratify my een, ard all that which 1, in common 


with my fellow creatures, carry about me, called ill na- 


ture, to ſtand in the Mall, or at the entrance to any o 


car aſlemblies of beauties, and point them out as they 
paſs by, with tits particular mark: —“ That is a de- 
vii—that fine young toaſt is a devil—there is a devil 
drefled in a new kabit for the ball—there is a devil 
in a coach and fix, cum aliis, in ſhort, it would make a 
merzy world among us, if we eould but enter upon ſome 
proper method of ſuch diſe riminations; but Laudl what 
a hurricane would it raiſe, if, like——, who, they ſay 
ſcourged the Devil ſo often that he durit not come 
near him in any ſhape whatever, we could find forme 
new method out to make the Devil unmalſk ; like the 
angel Uriel, who, Mr Milton ſays, had an enchanted 
ſpear, with which, if he did but touch the Devil, in 
whatever diſguiſe he had put on, it obliged him imme 

diately to ſtart up, and ſhew himſelt in his true original 
Mape, mere devil as he Mas. 


This would do nicely: and as T, who am originally 
a projector, have ſpent ſome time upon this itudy, and 


doubt not in a little time to finiſh my engine winch 1, 


an contriving, to ſcrew the Devil out of every body, or 
any body, I queſtion not, when 1 have brought it to 
perfection, but I ſhall make molt excellent dilcoveries 
by it; and beſides the many. extraordinary advantage; 
of it to human ſociety, I doubtnot but it will make good 
ſport in the world too: Wherefore, when I publiſhi my 
propoſals and divide it into ſhares, as other lels uſeful 
projets have been done, I quettion not for all the tevere 
acts lately paſſed -azainit bubbles, but I thall get tad: 
rivers enough, &c. 2 File Is 


** 


> a * 


—— 
— <w_ — „ 


* 
* - ow 
Ds 


220 THE MODERN HISTORY 

In a word, a feeret power of diſeovering hat deri 

we have among us, and where, and what bufineſs th 
are doing, wo ould be a vait advantage to us all; that ve 
might know among the eroud of devils that walk about 
ſtreats, who are apparitions, and who are not. 

Now, I, you muſt know, at certain intervals, when 
the old gentleman's iluminations are upon me, and 
wizen I have lomething of an echircilſement with hin, 
have ſome degrees of this diſeriminating ſecond bg 
and thetefore it is no ſtrange thing for me to tell a 
great many of my acquaintance that they are really 
devils, when they themſelves know nothing of the mat. 
ter. - Sor actimes, indeed, I find it prety hard to con. 
vince them of it, or, at leatl, they are unwilling toon 
it; but it is not the leſs ſo for that. 

I had a long difcourte upon this ſubject one day with 
a young beautitul lady of my acquaintance, whom the 
world very much adinires; and as the world judges 
art her than they can fee, (and how ſhould they, you 
weull ſay;) they take her to be, as ſhe really is, a mot 
charming Creature, 

To me, indeed, thediſcovered herſelf many ways, be. 
92s che advantage I had of my extraordinary penetra 
ton bythe magie powers which L am veſted with: to 
me, I tay, the appeared a fury, a ſatyr, afier little fiend, 
as could p y be dreſſed up in fleſh. In ſhort, ſhe ap- 
peared to me what ſhe really! is, a very devil. It 150% 

taral tohuman creatures to defire to dileover any extra. 
ordinary powers they are pofleſſed of ſuperior to others 
and this itch prevailing on me, among the reſt I was 
impatient to let this lady know that Iunderſtood her com. 
P. oltion perfectly well, nay, as well as the did herſel. 

In order to- this, happening to be in the family once 
* for ſome days, and having the honour to be very in- 
mate with her, and her hufband too, I tod an oppor- 
tnnity, on . extraordinary occaſion, when ſhe was i 

the height of ood Hogs ury to talk with her. You mult 
note, chat as I fa id, the lady was in extraordinary good 
humour, and there he 1 been a great deal of mirth in 
the fam! ily for ſome days; but one evening, Sir x 
— ber luband, upon "op very arp turn the gave 
pe | A 
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$ another gentleman, which made all the company 

eaſant, run to her, and with a paſſion of good humour, 
took her in his arms, and turning tome, ſays he, Jack, 
this wife of mine is full of wit and good humour ; but 
waen ſhe has a mind to be ſmart, ſhe is the keeneſt little 
devil in the world.” This was alluding to the quick 
turn ſhe had given the other gentleman. 

«Iz that the beſt language you can give your wife!“ 
(ſays my lady.) O Madam! (ſaid I) ſuch devils as 
you are all angels,” Ay, ay, (ſaid my lady) I know 
that: he has only let a truth fly out that he does not 
underſtand. Look ye there now, ({aygSir Edward: ) 
could any thing but ſuch a dear devil as this have ſaid 
a thing ſo pointed? Weil, well, (adds he) devil to a 
lady in a man's arms, Is a word of divers interpret a- 
tions.” Thus they rallied for a good while, he holding 
her faſt all the time in his arms, and frequently killing 
her; and at laſt it went off all in ſunſhine and mirth. 

But the next day (for I had the honour to lodge in 
the lady's father's houſe where it all happened: I ſay 
the next day) my lady begins with me upon the ſubject, 
and that very ſmartly ; ſo that at firſt I did not know 
whether ſhe was in jeſt or earneſt. *Aye, aye, (lays 
ſhe) you men make noting of your wives after you 
have them; alluding to the diſcourſe with Sir Edward 
the night before. | 

Why, Madam, (ſaid I) we men, as you are pleaſed 
to term us, if we meet with good wives, worſhip them 
zd make idols of them. What would you have more 
ef us?? 

„No, no, (ſays ſhe): before you have them, the 
are angels but when you have been in heaven, (ad 
the, and {miled) then they are devils!” 

Why, Madam, (ſays I) devils are angels, you know, 
and were the higheſt ſort of angels once.“ | 

Yes, (ſays ſhe, very fmartly) all devils are angels, 
but all angels are not devils.” 

But, Madam, (ſaid I) you ſhould never take it ill to 
be called devil, you know.” 

- *IEnow! (ſays ihe haſtily), what doyou mean by that??? 

« Why, Madam? (ſaid I, and looked very grave and 
\ | ſerious, ) 


©. 
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f eriozs): I tkought you had known that I knew i It, 
elſe I would not have ſaid to; for I would not offend 
vou: but you may depend I ſhall never diſcover it uy. 
leſs you order metodoiſo for your particular ſervice! 
Upon this ſlie looked hard and wild, and bid meer 
plain myſolf. 

I told her, I was ready to explain myſelf if ſhe woull 
give we her word ſhe would not reſent it, and would 
take nothing ill. 

Ihe gave me her word ſolemnly ſtie would not; tho 
lie a true devil, ſhe broke her promiſe with me all at once. 

Well, howbher, being unconcerned whether ſlie kept 
her word or not, F began by*telling her, that Fhad not 
long ſince obtained the ſecond ſight, and had ſome yews 
ſtudied magie; by which I could penetratc into man 
things, which toordinary preception were inviſible; and 
had 1ome glaſſes, by the help of which I could fee mts 


manner than other people did. 
Very well, (ſays ſhe) ſuppoſe you can, what is that 
,'tb.me?”?. 

I told her that was nothing to her, any farther that 
that as ſhe knew herſelf to be originally not the ſame, 
creature ſhe ſeemed to be, but was ofa ſublime angelt 

original, ſo, by the help of my recited art, Lk new it 
too; aud ſo far it might relate to her. 

V ery fine (ſays ſhie); fo you would make a devil 
ef me indeed!” 


I took that occaſion totell her, I would make oth 


of her but what ihe was: that I ſuppoſed ſhe knew well 

enough God Amighty never thought fit to make any 
human creature ſo perfect and completely beautiful as 
the was, but that ſuch were alfo reſerved for figures to 
be aſſumed by angels of one kind or other. 

She rallied me upon that ; and told me, that would 
nt bring me off; for I had not determined her for any 
thing angelic, but a mere devil; and how I could fat- 
ter her, with being handſome, and a devil, both at the 

 efame time? 
F. * 1 teld her as Satan, whom we abuſively called Devi, 


Was an immortal ſeraph, and of an original angelic ua 
| ture 


all viſionary or imaginary appearanzes, in a different 
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fure, fo, abſtracted from any thing wicked lie was-a 
moſt < glorious being: that when het 2 THOU ght ht to incale . 
himſelf with fleſh, ard. walk about in diſeniſe, 1 it was in. 
ce "WM his power, equally with other angels to make the form 
een cook upon himſelf, be as he thought fit, beautiful or 
formed. 
ou Here ſhe diſpnted the poſſibility of that; and, after 
dull charged me faintly with ilattering her face, told me, 
the Devil could not be repreſented by . any thing hand, 
tho dome: alledging to our coaitant picturing the Devil in 
nee, all the frighttul appearances imaginable. 
ere Itold her we wronged him very m nach inthat; and quot- 


not ed St Francis, to whom the Devil frequently appeared 
in che form of the moſt incor par rably beautiful naked wo- 
aur man to allure him; and wliat means he uſed to turn the 
anal appearance into a Devil again; and how he effected it. 


She put by the diſcourſe, and returned to that of an- 
s: and inſiſted, that angels did not always aflume 
beautiful appearances : that ſomet imes they appeared 
in terrible ſhapes; but that, when they did not, it was 
at beſt or hy amiable faces, not exquiſite; and that there- 
fore ic would not hold, that to be handſome ſhould al- 
«6 render tem ſuſpected. 

I told her the Devil had more occaſion to form 
beauties than other angels had; his buſineſs being 
ern y to deceive adenſnare mankind: and then 

gave her ſome examples upon the whole. 

i found, by her diſcourſe, ſhe was willing enough to 
paſs for an angel; but it was the hardeiithingin theworld 
1. to convince her that ſhe was a Devil; and ſhe would not 
y WW cvme into that by any means. She argued, that I 
knew her father; and that her mother was a very good 
woman, and was delivered of her in the ordinary way; 

and that there was ſuch and ſuch ladies who were 
4 preſent in the room when ſhe was born; and that they 
had often told her ſo. 

I told her, that was nothing in ſuch a caſe as hers: 
that when the old gentleman had occaſion to transform 
himſelf into a fine lady, he could eaſily difpoſe of a 
child, and place himlelt in the cradle initead of it, when 


the nurſe or mother was alleep; nay, or when they 
| were 
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were broad awake either; it was the ſame thing ty 

bim: and Iquoted Luther te her upon that occaſion, who 
affirms thatit had been fo, However, I ſaid, to convince 
her that I kne Wit, (or I would not have it that ſhe knay 
it already), it ihe pleaſed I would go to my chamber, and 
feteh hermy magic looking glaſs, where ſhe ſhould ſee her 
own picture, not ouly as it was an gngelie picture for 
tae world to admire, but a devil alſo trightfal enough 
to any but herielf, and me that underitood it. 

« No, no, (law ſhe); I will look in none of your 
conjuring-glaſies: I know mytcif well enough, and 1 
deſire to look no otherwiſe than Lam.“ 

No, Madam, oo” I) I know that very well; nor 
do you need any better ſliape than tliat you appearin; 
it is exquiſitely fine; all the world knows you are a 
complete beauty; and that is a clear evidence what 
you would be, if your preſent appearing form was reduce 
ed to its proper perſonality. & | 
_ « Appearing form! (ſaꝝs ſhe) ; why: What! would 

® you make an apparition of me!“ | aps 
An apparition, Madam! (ſaid I); yes, 0 be ſure! 
Why, you know you are nothing elſe but in apparition; 
and what elſe would you be, when it 1s {o iufinitely to 
our advantage.“ | 

With that ſhe turned pale and angry; and then roſe 
up hatily, and looked into the glaſs, (a large-pier-glaſs 
being in the room) where the ſtood, ſurveying herſelf 
from. head'to foot, with vanity not a little. 


J took that time to flip away; and running up into 
my apartment, I fetched my magic-glaſs, as I cal. 
Edit; in which I had a hollow caſe fo tramed be. 
hind a Jooking-glaſs, that in the firſt ſhe would ſee 
her own face only, in the ſecond ſhe would fe: 
tze Devil's face, ugly and frightful enough, but 
Crefſed up with a lady's head clothes in a circle, the 
Devil's face in the center, and, as it were, at a little 

diſtance behind. | | 

* 

I came down again ſo ſoon that ſhe did not think the 
time Jong, eſpeciaily having ſpent it in ſurveying her far 
ſelf, When I returned, I faid, Come, Madam, do 0d 
| | troups 
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| F THE DEVIL, 1 
3 trouble yourſelf to look there; that is not a glaſs capa« 
"2 Wh ble of ſhewing you any thing ; come, take this glaſs.” - 
* «[t will ſhew me as much of myſelt (fays ſhe, a little 
M Lornfully), as I defire to ſee.” So ſhe continued look- 
and ing in the pier glaſs. Alter ſome time more, (for ſee · 
her ing her a little out of humour, L waited to fee what ob- 
tor ſerrations ſhe would make), I aſked her it ſhe had view- 
121 WM ed herſelf to her ſatisfaction? She ſaid ſhe had; and ſhe 

had'ſeen nothing of devil about her. Come Madam, 
our WM (aid 1) look here ;?? and with that I opened the look- 
1 1 ing-glals, and the looked in it; but ſaw nothing but her 

own face. Well. (ſays ſhe,) the glaſſes agree well enough; 
nor ſee no difference. What can you make of it?” With 
in: that 1 cook it @ little away. Yon't you? (ſaid I); then I 
» a Wl fould be millaken very much.“ 80 I looked in it myſelf; 
and giving it a turn, imperceptible to her, I ſhewed it 
her again; where ſhe ſaw the Devil indeed, dreſſed up 
like a fine lady, but ugly and devil-like as could be de- 
alda fired for a devil to be. TIE 

She ſtarted, and eried out moſt horribly ; and told me 
ſhe thought I was more of a devil than ſhe ; for that ſhe 
knew nothing & all thoſe tricks, and I did it to fright 
her: ſhe believed I had raiſed the Devil. 

I told her it was nothing but her own natural picture, 
and that ſhe knew well enough; and that I did not ſhew 
her to inform her ofit,butto let her know that l knew it too, 
that ſo ſhe might make no pretences of being offended 
when I talked ſamiliarly to her of a thing of this nature. 

«Very well: ſo( ſays ſhe) LIamareal frighiful devil, am I?” 
to «0 Madam! (ſaid I) don't fay, am I? Why, you know - 
|. what you are, don't you? A devil; aye, certainly ; as 
e. fur? as the reſt of the world believes you are a lady.” 
ee I had a great deal of farther diſcoutſe with her upon 
that ſavjeR, though ſhe fain would have beat me off it; 
and two or three times ſhe put the talk off, and brought 
e ſomething elſe on; but I always found means to revive 
le it, and to attack her on the reality of her being Ade vil, 
till at laſt I made her down right angry; and then the 
thewed it. | 

Firit ſhe cried : told me I'came to affront her; that 
I would not talked > if Sir E was by; and that 
e ought not to be uſed ſo. I endeavoured to paciſy 
ker, aad told her I had not treated her with any indecen- 

| cy, 
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cy, and would not, becauſe, while ſhe thought fit to walk 
abroad incog, it was none of my buſineſs to diſcover her; 
that if ike thought fit to tell Sir E any thing ot the 
diſcourſe, ſhe was very welcome, or to/conceal it, (Which 
I thought the wifeſt courſe :) the lhould do jult as ſlz 

pleaſed ;' but I made no queſtion I ſhonld convince Sir 
E— her huſband, that What I ſauid was juſt, and that 
the was really fo: whether it was for her ſervice tor 
him to know it, was for her to conſider. 

This calmed her a little; and ſhe looked hard at ms 
. minute without ſpeaking a word; when, on a ſodden 
fhe broke out thus: «And you will underi ake (ſays the) 
to convince Sir E that he has married a devi, will 
ye? A fine tory indeed! And what tollows ! why, then 
it mult follow, that the child I go with (for the was big 
with child) will be a devil too, will it? A fine tory fat 
Sir E. indeed! is it not?“ 

I don't know that, Madam, . (ſaid 5 that's at 
you order it. By the father's fide, (ſaid I) I know it 
will not; but what it may by the mother's tide, that is 
a doubt I can't reſolve, till the Devil and I talk farther 
about it.“ 

'« You and the Devil talk together! (tays the, and 
looked ryefully at me): Why, do you talk v. ich the De. 
vil then?“ 

« Aye, Madam, (ſaid 1) as ſure as ever zou did yours 
ſelf: beſides, (faid I) can you queſtion that Pr * 
whom am I talking to now? 

« I think you are mad, (ſays ſhe); why, you will 
make devils of all the tamily, it may be; and particujar- 
ly I malt be with child of a devil, thac is certain,” 

% No, Madam, (tad I) it is not certain, as J laid by 
fore; 1 queſtion it.“ 

„ Why, you ſay I am the Devil: the child, yen 
know. has always molt the mother in it; then that 
muſt be a devil too, I think: What elſe can it be! 
- (fays the ). * TE 

can't tell that, Madam, (aid I); that's as yw 
agree among vourtlves: this kind does not go by ge 
neration ; that is a Cilpute foreign to the pale pur- 
poſe.” 

Then I entered into diſcourſe with her cf the ends 
and put poles tor wiick the Devil tali up luch a ben 
; | 
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al form as hers; and why Ft always gave me a ſuſpi- 


1 cion, when 1 ſaw a lady handfomer than ordinary, and 
1 er me upon the ſearch to be ſatisfied whether ſhe was 
F -h really a woman or an apparition,—a lady or a Devil, 


allowing, all along, that her being a Devil was quite 

dr act ot te quaſtion. \ | 2 
Upon that very foot, ſhe took me up again roundly: 

And ſo (ſays ſhe) you are very civil to me through 


ww your difcourſe for i ſee it ends ali in that, and you 
ms ale it as a thing confeſſed that I am a Devil? A very 
„en petty piece of good uſage indeed? (%s ſhe); I thank 


ie) you for it.“ 

© Nay, Madam, (ſaid I) do not take it ill of me; ſor 1 
only diſcover to you that I knew it; 1 do not tell it you 
as a ſecret, for you are ſatisfied of that another way.” 

GSatisfied of what? (favs ſhe) that I am a Devil? I 
think the Devil is in ycu:“ and fo began to be hot. 

* A Devil! yes Madam, (ſaid 1) without doubt, a 
mere devil; take it as you pleaſe, I can't help that :” 
And ſo I began to take it ill that ſhe ſhould be diſguſted 
at opening ſuch a well known truth to her. | 

With that ſhe diſcoyered it all at ence: for ſhe turned 
fury, in the very latter of it: flew iuto a paſſion, railed 


k at me, curſed me moſt heartily, and immediately diſap- 
" Wheared ; which, you know, is the particular mark of a 
„bpirit or apparition. 

1 We had a great deal of diſcourſe beſides this, relating 


to ſever al other young ladies of her acquaintance; fome of 
which, I ſaid, were mere apparitions like herſelf ;-and 
told her who were ſc, and who not, and the reaſon why 
they were ſo, and for what uies and purpoſes ; ſome to 
delude the world one way, and ſome another. She was 
pretty well pleaſed to hear that; but ſhe could not bear 
o hear her own true character, which, however, as 
tumnigg as the was, made her act the Devil at Jait, (as 
Das have heard) and vaniſh out of my fight, ir 
| L have ſeen her in miniature ſeveral times ſince ; but 
ſie proves herſelf ſtill to be the Devil of a lady; for ſhe 
bears malice, and will never forgive me, that I would 
not let her be an angel, but like a very devil as ſhe is, ſhe 
endeavours to kill me at a diſtance; and indeed the poiſon 
of her eyes (baſiliſk like is very ſtrong, and has a ſtrange 
iaſluence upon me; but I, that know her to be a devil, 


ſtrive 
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firive very hard with myRIf to drive the memory ol her 
out of my thoughts. e ge 
E have had two or three engagements ſince this, with 
other apparitions of the ſame tex, and I find they are all 
alike ; They are willing enough to be thought angels, but 
the word Devil does not go down at all with them: but 
it is all ove; whenever we ſee- an (apparition, it is ſo 
natural to fay, we have ſeen the Devil, that there is 0 
prevailing with mankind io talk any other language. 
A gentleman of my acqu*intance, the other day, that had 
courted a lady ang time, had the micfortune to come 
a little ſndderly upon her, when ſhe did not expect him, 
» and found her in fuch a rage at ſome of her ſervants, 
that it quite difordered her, efpecially a tootman; the 
ſellow had done ſomething that was indeed provoking, 
but not ſufficient to put her into ſuch a paſſion, and ſo 
out of herſelf; nor was ſhe able to reſtrain herſelf when 
_ ſhe ſaw her lover come in, but damned the feilow, and 
raged like a fury at hin. 

y friend did his belt to compoſe her, and begged the 
fellow's pardon of her, but it w-u'd not do; nay, the 
Poor fellow made all the ſubmiſſions that could be exped- 
ed, but it was the ſame thing: and ſo the gentleman, 
not caring to engage lumſelſ farther than became him, 
withdrew, and came no more to her for three days in all 
which time ſhe was hardly cool. | 

The next day my friend came to me, and talking of 
it in confidence to me, I am afraid, ſays he, I am going 
Lo marry a ſhe-devil; and ſo told me the ftory. I tock 
no notice of him, but finding out his miſtreſs, and taking 
proper meaſures, with ſome of my particular ſkill, I ſoon 
found out that it was really fo, that ſhe was a mere 


diforder cf her paſſions, which diſcovered her inſid 
ſh: might indeed have cheated any man, for ſhe wh 
a lovcly Devil as ever was ſeen; ſhe talked like 
angel, lung like a Syren, did every thing and ſaid every 
thing, that was taking and charming: but what Ren! 
it was all apparition, for the was a mere devil. It is 
true, my friend married her; and though ſhe was a de- 
vil without doubt, yet either ſhe- behaved ſo well, or he 
was ſo good, I never could hear him find fault with 


her. * IS 
8 Theſe 


apparition; and had it not been for that = 


r --; 1 
Theſe are particular infag@.; but alas! I could cun 
you a length beyond all thoſe examples, and give you 
juch a lift of devils ampng the gay things of the town, 
that would fright you to think of; and you would pre- 
ſently conclude, with me, that all the perfect beauties 
are Devils, mere apparitions; but time and paper. fails; 
ſo we mult only leave the men the caution, let: them 
yenture at their peril. I return to the ſubject. 

We have a great many chavming apparitions, of like 
kind, going daily about the world, in complete maſque- 
rade; and, though we muſt not ſay fo, they are in them- 
ſelves mere Devils, wicked, dangerous, murdering De- 
ils, that kill various ways, ſome, baſiliſ. like, with their 
eyes; ſome, Syren-like, with their tongues; all mur- 
derers, even from the beginning; it is true, it is a pity 
thoſe pretty apparitions ſhould be Devils and be fo miſ- 
chievous as they are, but ſince it is jo, I can do no leſs 
than to advertiſe you of it, that you may ſhun the Devil 
in whatever ſhape you meet with him. Q KS 

Again, there are ſome half-devils, they fay, like the 
Sagittarii, half man, half horſe, or rather like the ſatyr, 
who, they ſay, is half devil, half man; or, like my lord 
biſnop, who, they ſay, was half headed; whether they 
mean haif-witted, or not, I do not find authors agree 
about it; but if they had voted him ſuch it had been as 
kind a thing as any they could ſay of him, s becauſe it 
would have cleared him from the ſcandal of being a De- 
vil, or half a Devil, for ve do not find the Devil makes 
any alliance with &<—1s. | | | 

Then, as to,axerry Devils, there is my Mr G, he 
may indee have the Devil in him, but it muſt be ſaid, 
to the £redit of poſſeſſion in general, that Satan would 
ha :e ſcorned to have entered into a ſoul ſo narrow that 
dere was not room to hold him, or to take up with fo 
diſcording a creature, ſo abject a ſcoundrel, as never 
made a figure among mankind greater than that of a 
thief, murderer, moulded up into quality, and a raparee, 
dreſſed up a-la-maſque, with a roye and a coronet. + 

Some little dog kennel Devil may indeedtake up his 
quarters in or near him, and fo run into and out of him, 
as his drum beats a call; but to him that was. born a 
Devil, Satan, that never acts to no purpoſs, eeuld not 
think him worth being poſſeſled dy any thing better 
| 8 | than 


| * * 
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than a devil of a dirty qfWMity ; that is to (ay; a fpiri 


too mean to wear the name of a Devil, without ſome 
badge, or addition of infamy and meanneſs, to diſtinguiſh 

Thus, what Devil of quality would be confined to x 
P——2, who inheriting all the pride and inſolence of 


his anceftors, without one of their good qualities, the 


bully, the Billinſgate, and all the hereditary il! language 
of his family. without an ounce of their courage ; that 
has been reſcued five or fix times from the ſcandal of a 
coward, by the bravery, and at the hazard of friends, 


and never failed to bo ungrateful ; that if ever he com- 


mitted a murder, did it in cold blood, becauſe nobody 
could prove he ever had any hot; who poſſeſſed with 


a poltroon Devil, was always wickeder in the dark than 


he durſt be by day-light; and who, after innumerable 
paſſive ſufferings, has been turned out of human ſociety, 
becauſe he could not be kicked” or cuffed either into 
good manners, or good humour. Kidde 

To ſay this was a devil, an apparition, or even an 
half-devil, would be unkind to Satan himſelf, ſince, 
though he (the Devil) has ſo many millions of inferior 
devils under his command, not one could be found baſe 


enough to match him, nor one devil found but what 


would think himſelf diſkonoured to be employed about 
him. , | 8 Tre 
Some merry good for nothing devils we have indeed, 
which we might if we had room, fyeak of at large,' and 
divert you too with the relation ; Tex as my Lady 
Hatt's devil, in Eſſex, who upon laying 4 iner's mallet 
in the window of a certain chamber, would dne very 
orderly, and knock with it, all night, upon the wizqgy, 


or againſt the wainſcoat, and diſturb the nei rhooay 


and then go away in the morning, as well ſatisfied as 
may be ; whereas, if the mallet was not left, he would 
think himſelf affronted, and be as unſufferable and ter - 
ritying as poſſible, breaking the windows, ſplitting the 
wainſcot, committing all the diſorders, and doing all the 
damage that he was able, to the houſe, and to the goods 
in it. And again, ſuch as the dramming devil in the 

well, at Qundle, in Northamptonſhire, and ſuch like. 
A great many antique devils have been ſeen alſo who 
ſtem to have little or nothing to do, but only to fiſſure 
” - A Us, 
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1s, hat they can appear, if they pleaſe, and that there 
54 any in the thing called apparition. 

As to ſhadows of devils, and imaginary appearances, 
{zch as appear, and yet are inviſible at the ſame time, I 
had thought to ha ve beſtowed a chapter upon them by 
themſelves ; but it may be as much to the purpoſe to let 
zem alone, as to meddle with them. It is ſaid our old 
de e uſed to be exceedingly troubled with ſuch 
or le apparitions ; and he tells us much of them, in 
what they call his table tat; but, with Mr Luther's 
leave, though the Devil paſſes for a very great liar, I 
could ſwallow. many things cf his-own proper making, 
as ſoon as ſome of thoſe I find in a book that goes by his 
name; particularly the ſtory of the Devil in a baiket, 
the child flying out of the cradle, and the like. 

In a word, the walking devils that we have generally 
among us, are of the female ſex; whether it be that the 
Devil finds leſs difficulty to manage them, or that he 
lives quieter with them, or that they are fitter ior. his 
buſineſs than the men, I fhall not now enter into a diſ- 
pute about that, Perhaps he goes better diſguiſed in the 
fair ſex than other wiſe. Antiquity gives us many hiſ- 
tories of ſhe-devils, ſach as we can very ſeldom match 
tor wickedneſs among the men; ſuch now, as in the 
text, Lot's daughters, Joſeph's miſtreſs, Sampſon's Dali - 
lah, Herod's Herodias; theſe were certainly devils, or 
played the Devil ſufficiently in their turn; one male ap- 
bparition indeed the Scripture furniſhes you with, and 
chat is Judas; for his matter ſays expreſsly of him, one 

of you is a devil; not, has the Devil, or poſſeſſed ot the 
Devil; but really is a devil, or is a real Devil. 

How happy is it, that this great ſecret comes thus to 
be diſcovered to mankind ? Certainly the world has gone 
on in ignorance a long time, and at a ſtrange rate that, 
we ſhould have fo many devils continually walking about 
among us in human ſhape, and we know it not. 

Philoſophers tell us, that there is a world of ſpirits ; 
and many learned pieces of gueſs work they make at ii, 
repreſenting the world to be ſo near us, that the air, as 
they deſcribe ir, muſt be full of dragons and devils, e- 
no0ga to fright our imaginations with the very.thoughts 
of them; and if they ſay true, it is our great felicity that 
we cannot ſee any tarther into it than we do, which, if 
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— wo, 


we could, would appear as frightful as hell itſelf; but 
none of thoſe ſages ever told us, till now that half the 
people, who converſe with us are apparitions, eſpecially 
of the women; and among them, eſpecially of the valu- 
able part, the women of figure, the fair, the beautiſul, or 
patched and painted. inen 
This unuſual phenomenon has been feen but a little, 
and but a little way, and the general part of mankind 
cannot-come into the ſame notions about it, nay, perhaps 
they will all think ix lenge; but be it as ſtrange as it 
willi the ngture of the thing confu ms it, this lower ſphere 


z fall of deviks: and ſomeè of both ſexes have given ſtrange 


teſtimonies of the reality of their pre exiſtent deviliſm, 
for many ages path, though I think it never came to the 


bez be it is now. > 


— 


Ii is true, in former times, Satan dealt much in old 
women, and thoſe as I have obſerved already, very 
ugly, ugly as a witch, black as a witch, Tlook like awitch, 
ajl proverbial ſpeeches,- and which teſtified what todls 


it was Satan generally worked with; and theſe. old 
ſpectres, they tell us, uſed to ride through the air in the 


night, and upon broomſticks too, all mighty homely do- 


ings! Some ſay they uſed to go to viſit their grand ſignier 


the Devil, in thoſe nocturnal pr eambulations: but be that 
as it will, it is certain the Devil has changed hands, and 
that now he walks about the world clothed in beauty, 
covered with the charms of the lovely, and he fails net 
to diſguiſe himſelf effetnally by it; ſor who would 
think. a beautiful lady could be a maſque to the Devil; 
and that a fine face, a divine ſhape, and a: heavenly al+ 
peci ſhould-bring the Deptt in her company, nay, ſhould 
be herſelf an apparition, a mere Devil? 1% 
The inquiry is indeed worth our while, and therefore 
I hope all the enamoured beaux and boys, all the beauty - 
Hunters and fortune hunters, wilt take heed; for I ſup» 
pole if they get the Devil they will not complain for 
want of a fortune; and there is danger enough I aſſure 
vou, for the world is full of apparitions, nan rofa ſius 


ſpiuis; not à beauty without a devil, the old women 


ipectres, and the young women apparitions; the ugly 
ones witches, and the handſome ones devils ; Lord have 


_ mercy, and a a:ay be let on the man's door that goes 


à courting. 4 
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Of the cloven foot walking about the world without the Devils 
viz. of witches making bargains for the Devil ; and par- 
ticularly of ſelling ſouls to the Devil. | 


HAVE dwelt long. upon the Devil in raſque as he 

goes about theworld incog. and eſpecially without his 
cloven foot; and have touched upon ſome of his dit- 
guiſes in the management of his intereſt in the world; 
muſt ſay ſome of his diſguiſes only; for who can give a 
fall account of his tricks and arts in ſo narrow a compals 
as I am preſcribed to? 

But, as I ſaid, that every devil has not a cloven foot, 
ſo I muſt add now, for the preſent purpoſe, that every 


cloven foot is not the devil. | 


Not but that, wherever 1 ſhould meet the cloven hoot, 
I ſhould expect that the Devil was not far off, and 
ſnouſd be apt to raiſe the poſſe againſt him, to appre- 
hend him; yet it may happen otherwiſe, that is certain 
every coin has its counterſeit, every art its pretender, 
every whore her admirer, every error its patron, and 
every day has its devil. | | 

I have had ſome thought of making a full and com- 


plete diſebvery here of that great doubt which has ſo 


long puzzled the world; namely, whether there is any 
ſuch thing as ſecret making bargains with the Devil; 
and the firſt poſitive aſſurance Ican give you in the caſe, 
is, that if there is not, it is not his fault; it is not for 
want of his endeavour, it is plain. if you will pardon we 
for taking ſo mean a ſtep, as that of quoting the Scripture; 


I fay, it is evident he would fain have made a contract 


with our Saviour, and he bid boldly (give him his due); 
namely, all the kingdoms of the world for one bend:of 
his knee. Impudent ſeraph! to think the Lord ſhould 
pay thee homage! How many would agree with him 
here for a leſs price! They ſay, Oliver Cromwell ſtruck 


a bargain with him, and that he gave Oliver the Pro- 


tectorſnip, but would not Jet him call himſelf king; 
which tuck fo cloſe to that furioſo, that the mortifica - 


tion ſpread into his ſoul: and it is ſaid he died of a gan- 
rene in the ſpleen, But take notice, and do Oliver 
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bnd him to the perſormance, and where is the penalty 
to claim his-bargain, and. demand payment: nay, per. 
it? 
"promiſes whtat he cannotperform; witneſs his impudent 


doms will I give thee! Lying ſpirit! why they were 
none of thine to give. no, not one of them; for the 


they in his power any more than in his right; 1o ( 
themſelves to the Devil for a ſum of money, ſor ſo muth 


ment came, I never heard that he brought the money, 
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jaifice;-I' do not vouch the ſtory; neither does the biſſo MW hin 
ſay one word of it. | an 
Fame uſed to ſay, that the old famous Duke of Lux- I 
emburg made a magic compact of this kind; nay, hate MW fer: 
heard many an (old woman) officer of the troops, who De 
Never cared to ſee his face, declare, that he carried the the 
Devil at his back. I remember a certain author ofa W but 
news paper, in London, was once taken up, and they ſay, MW cat 
it coſt him 5 cl. for printing, in his news, that Luxem- fo! 
burg was hump-backed. Now, if I haye reſolved the nat 


ditficulty, namely, that he was not humped, only carried for 


the Devil at his back; I think the poor man ſhould have co 


his 56l. again, or I ſhould have it for the diſeovery. "the 


I confeſs I do not well underſtand the compacting with I vil 


ſuch a fellow as can neither write nor read; nor do! wa 


know wo is the ſcrivener between them; or how the MW we! 
indenture can be executed; but thatwhich is worſe than col 
ail the reſt is, that, in the firſt place, the Devil never cor 
keeps articles: he will contract, perhaps, and they ſay 
he is mighty forward to make conditions; but who ſhall 


if he fail,? If we agree with him, he will be apt enough 
haps, betore it is due; but who ſhall make him ſtand to 
Beſides, he is a knavy' in” his Jeatings ; Foul bereut 
propoſal to our Lord. mentioned above, All theſe king: 


earth is the Lord's and the kingdoms thereof ; nor were 
have heard that) ſome poor diſmal creatures have ſold 
caſh; and yet, even in that caſe, when the day of pay 


or paid the purchaſe; ſo that he is a ſcoundrel in bis 
treaties; for you muſt truſt him for your bargain, but 
not be able to get your money; and yet on his. part, be 
comes for you to an hour; of which by itſelt. 

In a werd, let me caution you all, when you trade 
with the Devil, either get the price, or quit the bar- 


gain; the Devil is a cunning ſhaver, he will wrigg? 


himſeh 
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himſelf out of the performance, on his ſide, if poſſible, 
and yet expect you ſhould be pundtual on your ſide. 
They tell you of a poor fellow in H2refordfhire, that of- 
fered to fell Iris ſoul to him for a cow; and though the 
Devil promiſed, and as they ſay, ſigned the writing, yet 
the poor countryman could never get the cow ot him, 
but ill, as he brought a cow to him, ſome body or other 
came, and challenged it, proving that it was loſt, or- 
ſtolen from him; ſo that the man got nothing but the 
name of a cow - ſtealer, and was, at laſt, carried to Heres 
ford goal, and condemned to be hanged for ſtealing two 
.cows, one after another: the wicked fellow was then in 


the greateſt diſtreſs imaginable ; he ſummoned his De- 


vil td help him out; but he failed him, as the Devil al- 
ways will; he really had not ſtolen the cows, but they 


were found in his poſi:fhon, and he could give no ac» 


count how he came by them; at laſt he was driven to 
confeſs the truth, told the horri bargain he had made, 


and how the De vil often promiſed him a cow, but never 


ve him one, except that, ſeveral times, in the morn- 
ing early, he found a cow put into his yard, but it always 
proved to belong to ſome of his neighbours: whether 
tae man was hanged, or not, the ſtory does not relate; 
but this part is to my purpoſe, that they that make bar - 
gains with the Devil, ought to make him give ſecurity 
for the performance of covenants ; and whom the Devil 
would get to be bound for him, I cannot tell: they maſt 
look to that who make the bargain : beſides, if he had 
not had a mind to cheat or baffſle the poor man, what 
need he have taken a cow ſo near home? If he has ſuch 
avd ſuch powers as we talk of, and as fancy and fable 


furniſh for him, could he not have carried a cow in the | 
air, upon a broomſtick, as well as an old woman? 


Could he not have ſtolen a cow for him in Lincolnſhire, 
and ſet it down in Herefordſhire, and ſo have perform- 


ed his bargain, ſaved his credit, and kept the poor man 


out of trouble? So that, if the ſtory is true, as I really 
believe it is, either it is not the Devil chat makes thoſe 
bargains, or the Devil has not ſach power as we beſtow 
on him, except on ſpecial occaſions, he gets a permit, 
and is bid go, as in the caſe of Job, the Gadarene hogs, 
and the like, | 


We have another example of a man's ſelling himſelf 
N 
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to the Devil, that is very remarkable, and that is in th 
Bible too; and even in that, I do not find what the De. 
vil did for him in payment of the purchaſe price. The 
perſon ſelling was Ahab, of whom the text ſays" ex. 
preſsly, There was none like him, who did ſell him- 
«* ſelf to work wickedneſo, in the ſight of the Lord,” 
1 Kings xxi. 20, and 25. I think it might have been 
rendered, if not tranſlated, in the ſpite of the Lord, of 
in dehance of God; for certainly that is the meaning of 
it. And now allow me to preach a little upon this text; 
my ſermon ſhall be very ſhort; Ahab ſold himſelf; 
whom did he fe} himfelf to? I anſwer that queſtion by 
a queſtion ; who would buy him? Who,, as we fay, 
would give any thing for him? And the anſwer to that 
is plain alſos you may judge of the purchaſer by the 
work he was to do; And he that buys a flave in the 
market, buys him to work for him, and to do ſach buſi 
neſs as he has for him to do: Ahab was bought to work 
1 and who would buy him for that but tle 
A, A | 
I Trhink there is no room to doubt but Ahab ſold him- 
ſelf to the Devil; the text is plain, that he ſold himſeif, 
and the work he was ſold to dr, points out the maſter 
that bought him; what price he agreed with the Devil 
for, that indeed the text is ſilent on; ſo we may let it 
alone, nor is it much to our purpoſe, unleſs it be to in- 
quire whether the Devil ſtood to his bargain or not, and 
whether he paid the money according to agreement, or 

cheated him, as he did the farmer at Hereford. | 
Thus buying and ſelling between the Devil and us, ts, 
I muſt confeſs, an od kind of ſtock jobbing ; and indeed 
the Devil may be faid to ſel} the bear-ſkin, whatever he 
buys; but the ſtrange part is when he comes to de- 
mand the transfer; tor as I hinted before, whether be 
performs or not, Le expects his bargain to a title: 
tere is indeed ſome difficulty in reſolving how, and in 
what manner, payment is made; the ſtories we meet 
with in our chimney- corner hiſtoi ies, and which are {0 
many ways made uſe of to make the Devil frightful to 
us, and our heirs for ever, are generally ſo ſodliſh ard 
ridiculous, as, if true, or not true, they have nothing 
material in them, are of no ſigniſication; or elſe ſo im. 
Pothble in their nature, that they make no impreflion 
wes | upon 


N _ a«* 3 
npon any body above twelve years old, and under ſe- 
yenty ; or elle are ſo tragical, that antiquity has fabled 
them down to our taſte, that we might be able to hear 
them, and repeat them, with leſs horror than is due to 
them. 
This variety has taken off our reliſh of the thing in 
eral, and made the trade of ſoal-ſelling like our late 
more eminent bubbles, be taken to be a cheat, and to 
have little in it. N n | 
However, to ſpeak a little more. gravely to it, I can- 
not ſay but that, ſince by the two eminent inſtances of 
it above, in Ahab, and in Chriſt himſelf, the fact is evi- 
dently aſcertained ; and that the Devil has attempted to 
make ſuch a bargain en one, and actually did make it 
wich the other; the poſſibility of it is not to be diſput- 
ed: but then I muſt explain the manner of it a little, 
and bring it down nearer to our underſtanding, that it 
may be more intelligible than it is ; for as for this aas ; 
of the ſoul, and making a bargain to give the Devil poſ- 
ſeſſion, by delivery and ſeiſin, on the day appointed, that 
Ieannot come into by any means; no, nor into thevther 
part, namely, of the Devil coming to claim his bargain, 
and to demand the foul, according to agreement, and 
upon defaultꝭ of a fair delivery, taking. it away by vio- 
lence, caſe and all, of which we have many hiſtorical 
re!ations, pretty current among us: ſqme cf which, for 
ought 1 know, we might have. hoped had been true, if 
we had not been ſure they were falſe; and others we had 
reaſon to fear were falſe, becauſe it was impoſſible they 
ſhould be true. 

The bargains of this kind, according to the beſt ac- 
counts we hade of them, uſed to contift ef two main ar- 
ticles, according to the ordinary ſtipulations, in all cove- 
nants ; namely, 1 


1, vortthing to be performed on the Devil's part, 
uying. i 8 
2. Something to be performed on the man's part, 
ſelling. 1 5 
1, The Devil's part: this was generally ſome poor 
tritlz, for the Devil generally bought good pennyworths, 
and ofrentimes, like a complete ſharper, agreed to give 


what he was not able to procure, that is to ſay, would 
a bar gain 
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2 for a price he could not pay, as in the caſe ct 
the Hereford man and the cow; for example, 1. long 
life; this, though the deluded chapman has often had 
folly enough to contract for, the Devil never had power 
to make good: and we have a famous ſtory, how true 


know not, of z wretch that ſold himſelf to the Devil, on 


condition, he, Satan, ſheuld aſſure him, ( 1.) That he 
ſhould never want victuals: (2.) That he ſhould never 
be cold: (3.) that he ſhould always come to him when 
he called him: and (4.) That he ſhould let him live one 
and twenty years, and then Satan was at liberty to have 
80 fag is, I ſuppdſe, to take him where ver he could 
n . | 25 

It ſeems the fellow's defire, to be aſſured of twenty. 
one years lite, was chiefly, that, during that time, he 
might be as wicked as he would, aud ſhould yet be ſure 
not to be hanged ; nay, to be free from all puniſhment, 
Upon this footing, it is ſaid, be commenced rogue, and 
commirted a great many robberies, and other villiancus 
things. Now; it ſeems, the Devil was pretty true to 
his bargain, in ſeveral of thoſe things: particularly that 
two or three times, when the fellow was taken up tor 
petty crimes, and called for his old iriend, he came and 
frighted the conſtables ſo, that they let the offender get 
away from them: but at length having done ſome capi- 
tal crime, a ſet oi conſtables, or ſuch like otficers, ſeized 
upon him, who were not to be frighted with the Devil 
in what ſhape ſoever he appeared: to that they carried 
him off, and he was committed to Newgate, or ſome 
other priſon as effectual | 

Nor could Satan, with all bis ſkill, unlock his fetters, 
much leſs the priſon door; but he was tried, convicted, 
and executed. The fellow, in this extremity, they ſay. 


twenty-one years, it ſeems, not being expired. But the 
Devil, it is faid, ſhuffled wich him, told him a good while 


lietle: and thus haſt led him on, til he came as it wee 
within ſight of the gatlows, that is to ſay, within a day Cr 
two of his execution: when the Devil cavilled upon his 
bargain, told him, he agreed to let him live twenty-one 
years, and he had not hindered him, but that he did not 
covenant to cauſe him to live that time: that there was a 

| great 


expoſtulated with the Devil ſor his bargain: the term of 


he would get bim out, bid him have patience and ſtay a 
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great deal of difference between doing and ſuffering ; 
that he was to ſuffer him to live, and that he did: 
but he could not make him live, when he had brought 
hinſelf to the gallows. | | | 
Whether this ſtory was true or not, for you muſt 
nat expect we hiſtorians ſhould anſwer for the diſcourſe 
between the Devil and his chaps, becauſe we were not 
privy to the bargain > I ſay, whether it was true or 
not, the inference is to our purpoſe ſeveral ways. 
I. It confirms what I have ſaid of the knavery of the 
Devil, in his dealings: and that; when he has ſtock- 
jobbed with us, on the beſt conditions he can get, 
he very ſeldom performs his bargain. \ 
2. It confirms what I have hkewile ſaid, that the 
Devib's power is limited: with this addition, that 
he not only cannot deſtroy the life of man, but 
that he cannot preſerve it; in ſhort, he can nei- 
ther prevent, non bring on our deſtruction. 1 
I may be allowed I hope, for the ſake of the preſent 
diſcourſe, to Tappoſe that the Devil would have been ſo 
aſt to this wicked, though fooliſh. creature, as to have 
faved him from the gallows if he could; but, it ſeems 
he at laſt acknowledged that it was not in his power; 
nay, he could not keep him ſrom being taken and car- 
rid to priſon, after he had got into the hands of a bold 
tellow or two, that were not to be ſcared with his 
dluſter, as ſome fooliſh creatures had been before. 
And how ſimple, how weak, how unlike any thingof 
angelie nature was it, toattempt toſave thepoorwretcFs 
only by little noiſes and ſham appearances, putting out 
the candles, ruſhing and juſtling in the dark, and the 
Ike! It the Devil was that mighty ſeraph, which we 
have heard of, if he is a god of this world, a prince of 
the air, a ſpirit able to deſtroy eitie e, and make havock 


the world, if he can raiſe tempeſts and ſtorms, throw 


ns about the world, and do wonderful things, as an un- 
Mag devil no doubt could do; what needall this frip- 
ON: Ag what need he try ſo many ridiculous ways, 
dy the empuneſs, nay, the filly nonſenſical manner, of 
aan he ſhe w that he is able to do no better, and that 
power is extinguiſhed? In a word, he would oy 
tainly 


coming at the time to a minute. The miniſter fic? #7 
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tainl act other x iſe if he could: Sd care fedilur, he * 
wants power. vim 
How weak = thing is it then for any man co expect bien 
performance from the Devil? If he has not power to do ... 
miſchief, which is his element, his very nature, and, on hi 
many accounts, is the very ſum of his deſires ; ho doe 
ſhould he have power to do good? how power to deli. . 
ver, from danger or from death? which deliverance 
would be in itſelf a good; and we know it is not in ya * 
nature to Yo good to. or for any man. a 
- © An a word, the Devil is ſtrangely impudent, to o think dr 
that any man ſhould depend upon him for the perfotm · if gur 
ance of an agreement of any kind whatever, when he nam 
knows himſelf. that he is not able, i” he \was-honelt e. hi 
nough, to be as good ay Wis word. 2 abies (wi 
We come next. to his expecting our perſormanct io was 
him : Though he is not ſo juſt to us, yet, it ſeems, he A 
never fails to come and demand payment of us a the W (1211 
very day appointed. He was but a weak trader in 
things of this natufe, who having ſold his ſoul to the 
Devil, ({> our old women's tales ball the thing). and 
when the Devil came to demand his bargain put it. off, a 
a thing of ny force: for that it was done 0 loog, Ago, 
2 he thought he (the Devil) had forgot it. It was a be- 
ter anſwer which, they tell ns, a 4 Lutheran divine gave 
the Devil in the name of a poor wretch who had ſold 
himſelf to the Devil, and who was in a terrible, fright 
about his coming for his bargain.— as he might weihbe 
indeed, if the Devil has ſuch a power as really to come 
and take it by force. The ſtory (if you can hear”? 'a ſe- 
rious one) is this, 53 2 
The man was in a great horror of ming, ond the [A 
nity feared. he would deſtroy himſelf, At length they 
ſent for a Lutheran miniſter to talk with him ; and who 
- aſter ſome 1abour with him, got out the truth, / vie; that 
he had ſold himſelf, to the Devil: and that the time was 
almoſt expired when he expected the Devil would come 
"and fetch him away; and he was ſure he would not a 


deavoured to convince him of the horrid crims and to 
bring him to a true penitence for that part; ad 3s vingy 
Fo. he thought, made him a ſincere penitgat, he then be. 
7 to encourage him ; and particu y defired of * 


— 
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that when the time was come that the Devil would fetch 
him away, he (the miniſter) ſhould be in the houſe witle. 
him. , Accordingly, to make thegftory ſhort, the time 
came, — the Devi: came? and the miniſter was preſent 
when the Devil came. What ſhape he was in the flcey 
does not ſay: the man ſaid he (aw him, and cried out: 
the miniſter could not fee him; but the mau affirm. 
ing he was in the room, the miniſter {aid aloud, “In 
the name of the living God, Satan, what comeſt thou 
here for?“ The Devil anfvered, I come for my 
own.” The miniſter then replies, “ He is not thy 
own ; for Jefus Chriſt has redeemed him; and in hus 
name [ charge you to avoid, and touch him not.” At 
which, ſays the ſtory, the Devil gave a furiovs ſtamp, 
(with his cloven foot, I ſuppoſe,) and went away, and 
was never known to moleſt him atterwards. \ 

Another tory, though it be in itſelf a long one, I 
ſhall «bridge, for your reading with the teſs uneaſineſe, 
as follows: 

A young gentleman of berg, in the elector o 
Bradenburg's (now the King of Pruſſia's) dontinions, 
being deeply in love with a beautiful lady, but ſome- 
what above his fortune, and when he could by no means 
bring her to love him, applied himſelf to an old thing 
called a witch, for her aſſiſtance; and promiſed her 
great things if ſhe could bring the lady to love him, or 
any how compaſs her, ſo as he might have his will of 
her; nay, at laſt he told her he would give up his ſoul 
to her, if ſhe would anſwer his defire. | | 

The old hag, it ſeems, having had ſome of his money, 
very honeſtly tried what the could do; but all to no pur. 


poſe; the lady would not comply: but when he offered 


ſuch a great price, ſhe told him ſhe would conſider farther 
againſt ſuch a time, and appointed him rhe next evening. 
At the time appointed he comes; and the witch made 
2 long ſpeech to him upon the nicety of the affair, (I 
Fs to prepare him not to be ſurpriſed at what was 
to come); for ſhe ſuppoſed he was not ſo very deſpe- 
rately bent as he appeared to be. She told him it was a 
thing of very great difficulty: but as he had made ſuch 
a great offer, of ſelling his ſoul for it, ſhe had an ac- 
quaintance in the houſe who was better ſkilled than ſh&- 
was in ſuch particalar ag and would treat with bm 


meien — 
—— ad 


„ 
+ 
1 
1 


| 


— 


242 THEMODERN EISTORY 
farther ; ard the doubted not, bu: that, both together, 
hey might aoſwer-his end. The fellow, it ſeems, was 
Hail of the ſame mind; and told her, he cared not what 
de pawned or fold, if he could but obtain the lady. 


„ Wel, (fays the old hag) fit (til a while;“ and with 


that fe withdraws. | 8 | 

By and by ſhe comes in again with a queſtion in her 
mouth. Pray, (fays the) do you ſeek this lady for 2 
wife, or for a miſlreſs? Would you marry her, or 
would you only lie with her!?“ The young man told 
her no, no, he did not exped ſhe would he with him; 
checetoreche would be ſatjizned to marry her: but aſks 
her why ſhe put that queſtiqn to him? „ Why, tfuly, 


| {ſays the old hag) my reaſon is very weighty ; ſor if 
vou would have her for your wite, I doubt we can do 


you no ſervice ;. but if you have a mind to lie with her, 
the perſon I ſpeak of will undertake it.” 

Phe man was ſurpriſed at that; only he objected, 
that this was a tranſient or ſhort Felicity, and that he 
ſhould perhaps have her no more. The old hag bid him 
not fear, but that, if the once yielded to be his whore; 
he might have her as often as he pleaſed. Upon this B; 
onſe n ts, for he was ſtark-mad for the lady. He having 
conſented, ſhe told him then he ſhould follow her; but 
ctold him, whoever he ſaw, ke muſt ſpeak to nobody hut 
her, till ſhe gave him leave; and that he ſhould not be 
ſurpriſed, whatever happened, for no hurt ſhould befal 
Him. All which he agi eed to: and the old woman go- 
ing out, he followed her. ; IK . 
HBeing, upon this, led into another room, where there 
was but very little light, yet enough to let him fee that 
there was nobody in it but bimſelf, and the woman, he 
was deſired to fit down on a chair next to a table; and 
the old woman clapping the door to after her, he aiked 
her wiiy ſhe {but the door, ang. where the perſon was ſhe 
told him of? At which the anſwered, „There he is,” 
(pointing to a chair at a little diſtance.) The young 


| 1 turning his head, ſaw a grave kind of a man 
. 


ting in an elbow. chair, though he ſaid he could hape 
wn here was nobody in the chair when the old wo- 
ma., ſhui the door. However, having promiſed not to 
Wenk to any body but tue old 3 ſaid not a word, 


3 Ex and by, che woman waking abundance of ſtrange 


ge {tures 
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eſtures and motions, and mumbling over ſeveral things 
which he could not underſtand, on a fadden, a large 
wicker chair, which ſtocd by the chimney, removes to 
the other end of the table which he ſat by, but there 
was nobody in the chair. In about two minutes after: 
the chair removed, there appeared a perſon fitting in 
that roo, who (the room being, as fs ſaid, almoſt dark) 
could not be io diſtinguiſhed by the eye as to ſee his 
copntenance | 4 | | TT 

After ſome while, the firſt man, and the chair he ſat 
in, moved, as if they had been one body, to the table 
allo, and the od woman and the two men ſecmed to 
talk together: but the young man did not underſtand! 
any thing they ſaid. After ſome time, the oid witeh't 


turned to the young gentle man; told. him his requeſt 


was granted, but not {or marriage; but the lady thould © © 


love and receive him. 2 1 
The witch then gave him a ſtick, dipped in tar at both 


ends, and bid him held it to a candle, Which he did; 
and, inſtead ol burning like a ſtick, it burnt out like a 
torch. Then ſhe bid bim break it off in the middle, and 
light the other end; he did that too, and all the room 
ſeemed to be in a light flame. Then the ſaid; «© Deliver 
one piece here,” (pointing to only one ef the perſons:) 
So he gave the firlt fire ſtick to the firſt man, or appari- 
tion. „ Now, (ſays ſhe) deliver the other here : % he 
gave the other piece to the other apparition; at Which 
they both roſe up, and ſpoke to him words, which, be 
ſaid, he underſto2d not, and could not repeat; and im- 
med:ately vaniſhed, with the fire-ſticks and all, teaving 
the room full of ſmoke. I do not remember that the 
ſtory ſays any thing of brimſtone, or the ſmell of it; but 
it ſays the door continued faſt locked, and nobody was 
left in the room but the young gentleman and the witch... 
Now the ceremony being over, ke aſked the witeh 
the buſineſs was done? She ſaid, * Yam? Well, bat 
(ays he) have l ſold my ſoul to the Devil?“ Tes, 
(lays the) yon have; and you gave him poſſeſſion when 
jou delivered the two fire-Rticks to him.”—<« To him! 
(fays he;) why, was that the Devil ??—< Yes,” (ſays 
tie old hag ;) at which the young man was in a terrib 


. 1 
{right for a while, but it went off again. 4 = 
-+ A 


And what's next? (ſail he:) when ſhall If 
—_— 
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lady for whoſe ſake I have done ell this?? Von ſhall 
Ano that prefencly,” (ſaid ſhe 3) and opening the door 
in the next room; ſhe preſents him with a moſt beautiful 
ladysibut had charged him nat to ſpeak à word to her. 

She was ekactly dreſſed like, and he preſently. knew her 
taibe the lady fo deſired; upon which he flew to her, 
and claſped ber in his ar ms, but that moment he had 
her faſt, as he thought, in his arms, the Vaniſhed out of 
his ſight. 

Finding himſelf thus diſappointed, he upbraids the ala 
woman with betraying him, and flew out, with ill lau- 
guage at her, in a great rage. The Devil often deluded 
him thus afterwards, with ſhews and appeatances, but 
Kill no performance: Aſter a while, he gets an oppor. 
tunity to ſpeak with the lady herſelf in reality ; but ſhe 
was as poſitive in her denĩal as ever, and even took away 
all bopes of his ever obtaining her, which put him into 

defpair;; for now, he thought, he had given himſelf a? 
to the Devil for nothing, and this brought him to himſ 


ſo that he made a pevitent confeſſion of his crime to ſome 


friends, who took great care of him, and encouraged him, 
and at laſt furni him with ſuch an — as put 


the Devil into a ſright when he came for the bargain- 


For Satan, it ſeems, (as the ſtory ſays) had the impu- 
dence to demand his agreement, notwithſtanding he had 
failed in the performance on his part. What the an- 
ſwer was, I do not pretend to have ſeen ; but it ſeems 
it was like ſamething what was mentioned above, vx. 
that he was in better bands; and that he durſt not touch 


bim. | 

I bave heard of another perſon that had aQually fign- 
ed a contrat with the Devil; and, upon a Faſt kept by 
ſome Proteſtant or Chrifian Civines, while they were 
praying for the poor man, the Devil was obliged to come 
and throw the contract in at the window. 

Bit I vouch none of theſe ſtories. There may be 
much in them, and much uſe made of them, even whe- 
ther exactly ſuch in fact as they are related, or not. 
The beſt uſ: can make of them is this: If any wicked 
deſperate wretche:, have made bar gain and fale with 
.Sgtan,.their only way is to repent, if they know how, 
and that before he comes to claim them: then batter 
e eh his own guns; play religion ag nt deviliſm, 


and 
* 
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ind perhaps they may drive the Devil out of thei” 
reach; atleaſt he will not come at them, which is as welb . 
on the other hand, bow many ftories have we handed 
about, of the Devil's really coming with a terrible ap- 
pearance at the time appointed, and powerfully, oe for 
violence, carrying away thoſe that have given them - 
ſelves thus up to him! nay, and ſometimes a piece of 


the. boyſe.along with them, as in the famous initance of 


Sadbury;atino-1662. It ſeems he comes with rage and 
fury upon fuch occaſions; pretending he only comes to 
take his own, or as if he had leave given to come and 
take his goods, as we ſay, where he could find them,.. 
and would ſtrike a terror into all that ſhould oppoſe him. 
The greateſt part of the terror we are uſually in upon 
this occaſion, is from a ſuppoſition, that, when tins hell- 


fire contract is once made, God allows the Devil to come 


ard take the wicked creatures, how and in what manner 
he thinks fit, as being given up to himby their on act 
and. deed: But in my opinion, there is bo divinity at 
all in that; for in our law we punith a,/elo deſe, or ſelf- 
murder, beeauſe as the law ſuggeſts, he had no right to 
take away his own life; that he being a ſubje& of the 
common wealth, the government claims a ward or cuſ- 
tody of him; and ſoit was not murder only, but robbery, 
and is a felony againſt the ſtate, robbing the king of his 
liege · man as it is juſtly called; ſo neither has any man 
x right to diſpoſe ofhus ſoul, which belongs to his maker 
in property, and in right of creation. The man then 
having no right to ſell, Satan has no right to buy, or at 
belt, he has made a purchaſe without Ade, aig? conle- 
quently. has no juſt claim to the poſſeſſion... , . 
It is therefore a miſtake to ſay, when any of us have 
been ſo mad as to make ſuch a pretended contract with 
the Devil, that God gives him leave to take it as his 
due. It is ng ſuch thing: the Devil has bought what 
you had no right to ſell; and therefore as an unlaw ful 
oath is to be repented of, and then broken; ſo your bu- 
ſineſs is to repent of the crime, and then tell the Devil 
you have better conſidered of it, and that you willnot 
ſtand to your bargain, for you had no power to ſellz and 


it he pretends to violence after that, I aum miſtakenzꝭ I 


belleyg the Devil knows better. 1 4 
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It is true, our old mothers and narfes have told us 
other things; but they only told us what their mothers 
and nurſes told them; and ſo the tale has been handed 
down from one generation of old women to another; 


but we have no vouchers for the fact, other tham oral 


tradition, the credit of which, Lconfeis goes but a very 
little way with me; nor do I believe it one jot the more 
for all the frightful addenda which they generally join 
to the tale; for it never wants a great variety of that kind. 

Thus they tell us, the Devil carried away Dr Faul- 
tus, and took a piece of the wall of his garden along 
with him. Thus at Salſbury, the Devil (as it is ſaid, 


and publicly printed) carried away two fellows that had 


9 


given themſelves up to him, and carried away the roof 
of the houſe with them, and the like; all which I be. 
Heve my ſhare of. Beſides, if theſe ſtories were really 
true, they are all againſt the Devil's true intereſt. Sa- 
tan muſt be a fool (which is indeeed what I never took 
him to be) in the main; this would not be the way ta 
-mereaſe the number of deſperadoes, who ſhould thus put 
themſelves into his hands, but to make himſelf a terror 
to them: And this is one of the moſt powerful objections 
I have againſt the thing; for the Devil, I ſay, is no 


fool, that muſt be acknowledged; he knows his own 


game, and generally plays it ſure. 4 
I might, before I quit this point, ſeriouſly reflect here 
upon our zeau monde, viz. the gay part of mankind, 
eſpecially thoſe of the times we live in; who walk about 
in a compoſure and tranquility mexpreſſible, and yet as 


| we all know, muſt certainly have all ſold themfetves to 


the Devil, for the power of acting the fooliſheſt things 
with the greateſt applauſe. It is true, to be a fool is 
the moſt pleaſant lite in the world, if the foot has but 
the particular felicity, whieh few fools want, vie. to 
thank themſelves — The learned ſay it is the dig. 
yity and perfection of fools, that they never fail truſting 
themſelves: they believe themſelves ſufficiemt and able 
for every thing; and hence their want or waſte of 
brains is no grievance to them, but they hug themſelvvs 


| C mthe ſatiety of their own wit: but tobring other people 


ion of them which they have ofthem- 
| ſelves, 
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ſelves, and to have their apiſh and ridiculous conduct 
make the ſame impreffion on the minds of others as it 
does on their own, this requires a'general'infatugtion, 
and-muſt either be a judgment from heaven, or a milt 
from hell. Nothing but the Devil can make all the men 


of brains applaud a fool; and can any man believe that 


the Devil will do this for nothing? No, no: he will be 
well-paid for it ; and I know no other way they have 
to compound with him, but this of bargain and lale. 
It is the ſame thing with rakes and bullies as it is with 
fools and beaux: and this brings me to the ſubje@ of 


buying and ſelling itſelf, and examine what is under- 


ſtood by it in the world, what people means by ſuch 


and ſuch a man ſelling himſelf to the Devil. I Kno] ⸗ 


the common acception of it is, that they make ſome 
eapitulation for ſome indulgence in wickedneſs on condi- 
tion of ſafety and impunity, which the Devil promiſes 


them; though, as I faid above. he is a bite in that too, 
for he cannot perform the condition: however; lay he 


promiſes boldly, and they believe him; and for this 


privilege in wickedneſs, they conſent that he ſhall come 


and fetch them for his own at ſuch or ſuch a time.” 


This is the ſtate ofthe caſe, in the general acceptation 


of it, I do not really {ay it is ſo; nay it is even an in. 
conſiſtency in itſelf, for one would think they need not 
capitulate with the Devil to be ſo and ſo ſuperlatively 


wicked, and give him ſuch a price for t, ſeemg; unleſs ' 


we have a wrong notion of him, he is naturally inclined, 


as well as avowedly willing, to have all men be as ſu- 
perlatively wicked as poſſibly they can, maſt neceſſarily 


be always ready to iſſue out his licences gratis, as far as 
his authority will goin the caſe; and therefore I do not 
ſee how the wretches that deal with him ſhould article 
with him for a price; but ſuppoſe, for argument fake, 
that it is ſo, then the next thing is, ſome capiral.erime 


follows the contract; and then the wretchis forſaken, - 


for then the Devil earmot protect him as he promiſed, 
ſo he 4s truſſed up, and like Coleman at the gallows, he 


exclaims, «That there is no truth in Devils? 

It may be true; however, that under the powerful 

guard and protection of the Devil, men · do ſometimes go 
| : 
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a great way in crime, and that perhaps furtlier in theſe 


our days of boaſted morals, than was known among our 


fathers. The only diFerence that meet with between 
the ſons of Belial in former deys and thoſe of our age, 
ſeems to.be in the Devil's management, not in theirs; 


the ſum of which amounts to this, that Satan ſeems to 
at With more cunning, and they with leſs; for in 


the former ages of Satan's dominion, he had much 
buſineſs u go Tis hands; all his art and engines, and en- 
were kept fully employed to wheedle, allure, 


4 betray, and circumvent people, and draw them intg 
erimes; and they found him, as we may ſay, a full em. 


ployment. I doubt not he was called the f empter on 


that very account: but the cale ſeems quite altered now: 


the tables are turned. Then the Devil tempted men to 
fin; but now in ſhort, they tempt the Devil: men pulh 


into crimes before he puthes them, they out ſhoot him 


in his own bow; out-run him on his own ground, and, 
as we ſay offome hot · ſpurs who ride poitythey: whip the 


poltboy. In a word, the Devil ſeems to have now 


tineſs now but to fit fill and look .. 
This, I muſt confeſs, ſeems to intimate ſome ſecre 
& between the Devil and them; but then itlooks 
not as if they had contracted with the Devil, for leave 
to fin, but that the Devil had contracted with them that 
they ſhiould ſin ſo and ſo, up to ſuch a degree, and thet 


without giving him the trouble of daily ſolicitation, pri- 


vate management, and artful ſerewingup their paikoss, 


their affections, ind their moſt retired facultics, as a 


Was before obliged to do. 

This alſo appears more agreeable. tothe nature of the 

thing; and as it is a moſt exquiſite part of Satan's cults 
ning, ſo it is an undoubted teitimony of his ſuzce's, Ifit 
was not fo, he could never bring his kingdom to {ucha 
Height of abſolute power as he has done. This allo 
ſolves ſeveral difficulties in the allair ofthe world's pres 
Tent way of ſinning, which otherwiſe it would be. very 


hard to underſtand; as particularly, how ſome eminent 
men of quality among us, whoſe upper rooms are nat 
extraordinary well furniſhed in other caſes, yet are 10 


Vuty in their wickednellgs, that they Tae; 
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hungreds and thouſands; who, however heavy, lump- 
1. {low, and back ward, even by nature and in force of 
conſtitution, in better things, yet in their race, evil - 
ward, they are of a ſudden grown nimble, light af ioot, 
and out-run all their neighbours ; fellows that are as 
empty of ſenſe as beggars are of honeſty, and as far 
from brains as a whore is of modeſty ; on a fudden you. 
ſhall find them dip into Polemies, ſtudy Michael Servetus, 
Socinus, and the moſt learned of their diſciples ; they 
{hall reaſon againſt all religion as ſtrongly as a Philoſo- 
pher ; blaſpheme with ſuch a keenneſs of wit, and ſa- 
tirize God and eternity with ſucha brightneſs of faney, 
as if the ſoul of a Rocheſter, or a Hobbs, was tranſmi- 
grated into them; in a little length of time more they 
batter heaven, burleſque the Trinity, and jeſt with e- 
very ſacred thing; and all ſo ſharp, ſo nde, and ſo ter · 
ribly witty, as if they were born buffoons, and were 
ſingled out by nature to be champions for the Devil. 
Whence can all this come? How is the change 
irrought ? Who but the Devil can inject wit, in ſpite of 
natural dullneſs; create brains, fill empty heads, and ſup- 
ply the vacuities in the underſtanding? And will Satan 
do all this for nothing? No, no; he is too wiſe for that. 
I can never doubt a ſecret compact, if there is {ſuch a 
thing in nature. When] ſee a head where there is no 
head, ſenſe in poſſe where there is no ſenſe in eſſe, wit 
without brains, and ſight without eyes. It is all Devils 
work. Could G write fatires, who could neither 
read Latin or ſpell Engliſh, like old Sir William Read, 
who wrote a book of opties, which, whenit was printed, 
he did not know which was the right ſide uppermoſt, 
and which the wrong! Could this emment uninformed 
beau turn atheift, and make wiſe ſpeeches againſt that 


Being who made bim a fool, if the Devil had not fold + i 


him ſome wit in exchange for that trifle of his, called 
ſoul? Had he not bartered his inſide with that ſon of 
the morning, to have his tonguetipp'd withblaſphemy, 
he that knew nothing of a God, but only to ſwear by 
him, could never have ſet up for a wit, to burle{que his 
providence, and ridicule his government of the world. 
But the Devil, as he is god of this world, has one par- 
vicular 
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_ ticular advantage; and xhat is, that when he has work 


to do, he very ſeldom wants inſtruments, with this cir- 
cum. nce allo, that the degeneracy of human nature 
ſupplits him; as the late King of France ſaid oftimfels, 
. Whew they told him what a calamity was like tobefal 
his kingdom by the famine: „Well, (ſays the king) 
then I ſhall not want ſoldiers.“ And it was ſo: want 
of bread ſupplied his army with recruits; ſo want of 


grace ſuppli 
Another reaſon why I think the Devil has made more 


„ bargains ofthat kind we ſpeak of in this age; is becauſe 


de ſeems to have laid by his cloyen foot. AH his eld 
emiſlaries the tools of his trade, the engiticers which he 
employed 1 in his mines ſuch as e warlocks, md91- 
cians, conjurers, aſtrologers, and all the hellifh train or 
rabble of humair devils, who did his drudgery in former 
days; ſeem to be out of work; I ſhall give you a ſuller 
enumeration of them in the next chapter. 
Theſe; I ſay ſeem to be laid aſide; not that his work 
is abated, or that his buſineſs with mankind for their de- 
luſion and deſtruction is not the ſame, or perhaps more 
than ever. But the Devil ſeems to have changed hands: 
the temper and genius of mankind is altered, and they 
are not to be takes b fright and horror, as they were 
then, The figures oft thoſe creatures were al ways diſ- 
mal and horrible, and that is it which I mean by the 
cloven foot; but now, wit, beauty, and gay things, are 
the ſam of his craft; he mat ages by the ſoft and the 
Imooth, the fair and the artful, the kind and the cun- 
ning,—not by the frightful and the terrible, the ugly 
* the odious. 
When the Devil, for we: ghty diſpatches, 
Wanted meſlengers cunning, and bold, 
He-paſs*d by the beautiful faces, 
And pick'd out the ugly and old; 
Of theſe he made warlocks and witches, 
To rut on his errands. by night, 
FI the over wrought hag ridden wretches - 
Were as fit as the Devil to fright. 
But whoever has been his adviſer, 
As his kingdom increales in growth, 


He 


es the Devil with reprobates for his work. 


Wwe 
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He now takes his meaſures much wiſer, | 

_ And traffics with beauty vnd youth. 
Diſguis'd in the wanton aud witty, 


He haunts both the church amd the court: 
And ſometimes he viſits the city, 1 

Where all the belt chruuans reſort, 
Thus dreſs'd up in full maſquerade, _ 

He the bolder can range up and down; 
For lie better can drive ou ius trade 

In any one's name than his on. 


| | — —H—ę—- 
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Of the torls the Devil works with, viz. witches, wizards er 
warlocks, conjurors, magicians, diviners, aſtrologers, inter- 
preters of dreams, tellers of fortunes. and, above all the reſt, his 


particular modern. privy counſellors, called Wits and Fool 
* 


HOUGH, as Thaveadvanted in the foregoingehap? 
ter the Devil has very much changed hands, in his 
modern management of the world, and that inſtead of 
therabble and long train of implements reckoned up a- 
bove, he now walks about in beaux, beauties, wits, and 
fools: yet I muſt not omit to tell you that he has not 
diſmiſſed his former regiments, but like officers intime 
of peace, he keeps them all in half- pay; or like extra- 
ordinary men at the cuſtom houſe, they are kept at a 
call, to be ready to fill up vacancies, or to employ when 
be is more than ordinary full of buſineſs; and therefore 
it may not be amiſs to give ſome brief account of them 
from Satan's own memoirs, their performance being 
no inconfiderable part of his hiſtory. ere 
Nor will it be an unprofitable degreflion, to go back 
little to the primitive inſtitution of all theſe orders, for 
they are very ancient; and, J aſſure you, it requires 
great knowledge of antiquity, to give a particular ac- 
count of their original; I ſhall be very brief in it. 
In order then to this inquiry, you muſt know that it 
was not for want ofſervants that Satan took this ſort of 
people into his pay; he has, as I have obſerved in its 
place, millions of diligent devils at his call, whatever 
| | buſineſs, 
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buſineſs, and however difficult, he had for them to do; 
but, as I have ſaid above, that our modern people are 
forwarder than even the Devil himſelf can detire them 
to be; and that they come before they are called, run 
before they are ſent, and croud themſelves into his ſer. 
vice; ſo it ſeems it was in thoſe early days, when the 
world was in one dniverſal monarchy, under his domi. 


4 nion, as IJ have at large deſcribed in its place. 0 
| In thoſe days the wickedneſs of the world keepingaſW!* 
juſt ith their ignorance, this inferior ſort of lou 
juſt pace with their 1gnorance, erwr fort of lou I 


| priced inſtraments did the. Devil's work mighty well; 
they drudged on his black art ſo laboriouly, and with jp, 
" fue good ſucceſs; that he found it wes better to employ 0 
them as tools, to delude and draw in mankind, than to] 
fend his inviſible implements about, and oblige them to 
take ſuch ſhapes and dreſſes as were neceſſary, upon 2 
every trifling occaſion; which, perhaps, was more colt W | 
than worſhip, more pains than pay. 3 
Having then a ſet of theſe volunteers in his ſervice, EY -- 
the true Devil had nothing to do but to keep an exad 4 
by 


eorreſpondence withthem, and communicate ſome need. 

fil powers to them, to make them be and do ſomething 
extraordinary, and give them a reputation in their bu- 
ſineſs; and theſe, in a word, did a great part of, nay, W _ 
almoſt all the DeviPs buſineſs in the world. 

To this purpoſe gave he them power, if we may be- N 
eve old Glanville, Baxter, Hicks, and other learned 
conſulters of oracles, to walk inviſible, to fly in the air, 4 
ride upon broomſticks, and other wooden gear, to in- 12 
terpret dreams, anſwer queſtions, betray ſeerets, to talk I 
(gibberch) the univerſal language, to raiſe ſtorms, ſwell F '_* 
winds, bring up ſpirits, diſturb the dead, and torment  - .... 
the living, witha thouſand other needful tricks to amuſe 4 
the world, keep themfelves in veneration, and carry on | 

the Devil's empire in the world. * 
The firſt nations among whom theſe infernal ices { 

were found, were the Chaldeans; and that I may do 

juſtiee in earneſt, as well as in jeſt, it muſt be allowed 

that the Chaldeans, or thoſe of them ſo called, were not 

conjurers, or magicians, but only philoſophers, and ſtu- 

ders of nature, wiſe, ſober, and ſtudious men; and i 3. 
x | | We ** 
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ve may believe ome of our beſt writers of fame, Abraham 
was himfelf famous among them for ſuch magic, as 
Sir Walten Riteigh expreſſes it, Ou contemplatione cxea- 
ſuratum cegnovi creator. 

Now, ting this, i is all to my, purpoſe namely, 
that the Peril drew | theſe wiſe men in; to ſearch after 
more knowled than nature could inſtru them in; and 
the knowledge of the true God, being at that time ſunk 
very low, he debauched them alkwith dreams,appari- 
tions, cosjurings, &c. till he ruined the juſt notions they 
had, and made Devils of them all, like himſelf.” Y 

The learned Senenſis, ſpeaking. of this Chald \ kind 
of learning, gives us an account ot five ſorts of them: You" 
vill pardon me for being ſo grave as to gothis length back, 

1 Chaſcedin, or Chaldeans, properly ſo called, being 

allronomets. 

"2. Aſaphim, Or magicians} ſuch were Zordaſires, _ 

Balaam the fon of Beor. 

3. Chatumin, or, interpreters of dreams, and hard 

ſpeeches, inchantets & . | 

* Mecaſphim, or witches, called at fibſt, prophets, 

a afterwards maleiici, yenefici poiſoners, 

; 5. Gazarim, or aruſpices, and diviners, ſuch as divined 
by the entrails ot beaſts, the liver in particular, 
mentioned i in Ezekiel z or, as. hers called chem 
augurs. 


Now, as to all theſe, I ſuppoſe I may 3 


wrong, if I ſay, however juſtifiable they were in the bo- 


ginn ing, the Devil got them all into his ſeryice ax laſt-: 


and that brings me to my text gain, from which the 
reſt was a degre 


1. The Chaſcedin, or Chaldean eee — 
aſtrologers, fortune - tellers, calculaters of nativities, 
and vile deluders of the people, as if the wiſdom 5H 
the holy God was in them, Nebuchadnesser ſad 
of Daniel, on chat very accaunt. toil 
2. Aſaphim, or magi, or magicians 4 Sixtus Semen 
ſays, they were ſuch as wrote by covenant with 
devils, but turned to it from their wiſdom, which, 
was to ſtudy the practical parts of natural philoſo- 
phy, * admirable effects by the W 
cation of natural cauſes. 8 
3. The c being realoaers, or dimers. 
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upon difficult points in philoſophy, became inchant 
ers and conjurers. So, RR 
4. The Mecaſphin, or prophets, they turned to bs 
ſorcerers, raiſers of ſpirits, ſuch as wounded by n 
evil eye, and by bitter curſes, and were afterwards 
famed for having familiar converſe with the Devil, 
and were called witches. e 
5. The Gazarim, from the bare obſerving of the good 
and bad omens, by the entrails of beaſts, flying of 
birds, &c. were turned to ſacriſts or prieſts of the 
Heathen idols, and ſacrificers. | | 
Thus, I fay, firſt or Jaſt, the Devil ingroſſed all the 
- wiſe men of the Eaſt, for ſo they are called; made 
them all his own 5 and by them he worked wonders, that 
s, he filled the world with lying wonders, as if wrought 
by theſe men, when indeed it was all his own, from 
ginning to end, and ſet on foot merely to propagate de- 
Iuſion, impoſe upon blinded and ignorant men; the god 
of this world blinded their mings, and they were led 
away by the ſubtilty of the Devil, to ſay ne worfe of it, 
till they became devils themſelves, as to mankind ; for 
they carried on the Devil's work upon all occaſions, and 
the race of them {till continue in other nations, and ſome 
of them among ourſelves, as we Hall ſee preſently. 
The Arabians followed the Chaldeans in this ſtud), 
while it was kept within its due bounds, and after them 
the Egyptians; and among the latter we find that Jan. 
nes and Jambres were famous for their leading Pharaoh, 
by their pretended magic performances, to reject the 
real miracles of Moſes; and hiſtory tells us of ſtrange 
pranks the wiſe men, the magicians, and the ſoothſayetrs 
played; to delude the people in the moſt early ages of 
the world. $ | 
"But, as I ſay, now, the Devil had improved himſelf 
ſo he did then; for the Grecian and Roman heathen 
rites coming on, they out-did all the magicians and ſooth- 
fayers, by eſtabliſhing the Devil's lying oracles, which, 
as a malſter-piece of hell, did the Devil more honour, 
and brought more homage to him than ever he had be- 
fore, or could arrive to ſince. 27 75 7 
Again, as by the ſetting up the oracles all the magi- 
cians and ſoothſayers grew out of credit; ſo at the ceal- 
ing of thſs oracle, the Deril was fin to go back 
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ae old game again, and take up with the agency of 
ant 1 inchantments, and —— — 1 
diated before, anſwerable to the four torts mentioned in 
0 be the ſtory of Nebuchadnezzar ; viz. Magicians, Aſtrolo- 
Lau gers, the Chaldeans, and the ſoothſayers: How theſe be- 
a to de out of requeſt I have mentioned already: but 
evil 2s the Devil has not- quite given them over, only laid 
them aſide a little for the preſent, we may venture to 
oy aſk what they were, and what uſe he made of them 
dak ben be did employ them. . 
due The truth is, I think as it was a very mean employ- 
he vent for any thing that wears a human countenance to 
tue & take up; ſo I muſt acknowledge, I think, it was a 
os nean low. priced buſmeſs for Satan to take up with; be- 
| O low the very Devil: below his dignity as an angelic, 
n though condemned creature ; below him even as a De- 
vil, to go to talk to a parcel of ugly, deformed, ſpight- 
00 ful, malicious old women; to give them power to do 
led miſchief, who never had a will, after they entered into 
", the ſtate of old womanhood, to do any thing elſe: Why 
the Devil always choſe the uglieſt old women he could 
nd find; whether wizardiſm made them ugly, that were not- 
so before; and whether the uglineſs as it was a beauty 
in witchcraft, did not increaſe according to the meritori- 
ous performance in the black trade ? ſe are all queſ- 
tions of moment to be decided (if human learning can 
arrive to ſo much perfection) in ages to come. 
þ Some ſay the evil eye, and the wicked Jdok, were parts 
Jef the inchantment; and that the witches, when they 
were in the height of their buſineſs, had a powerful in- 
5* Wfnence with both; that by looking upon any perſon they 
of could bewitch them, and make the Devil, as the Scots 
expreſs it ride through them booted and ſpurred; and that 
r bencecame that very ſignificant ſaying, to look like awitch, 
5 The ſtrange work which the Devil has made in the 
world, by this ſort of his agents, called witches, is ſuch 
b and ſo extravagantly wild, that except our hope that 
moſt of thoſe tales happen not to be true, I know not 
how any one could be eaſy to live near a widow, after 
the was five and fifty. | 
All the other ſort of emiſſaries which Satan employs, 
come ſhort of theſe. Ghoſts and apparitions ſometimes 
come and ſhew themſelves, on particular accounts; 


Y 2 an 


Ul 
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and ſome cf thoſe particulars reſpect doing jultice, re⸗ 
nen preventing miſchief; ſometimes in Mat- 
ters very eonſiderable, and on things}fo neceſfary to pub. 
lic benefit; that we are tempted to believe they proceed 
from ſome vigilant fpirit, who wiſhes us welt; but; on 
the other hand, theſe witches are never concerned in any 
thing but miſchief; nay, if what they do pretend gbod 
to 6ne, it iſſues in hurt to many: the whole 'tenor of 
their lives, their deſign in general is to do miſchief, and 
they are only employed in mifchief, and nothing Ute: 
how far they are furniſhed with ability fuitable to the 
horrid will they are veſted with, remains to be deſcrib- 
ed. | en «t IV e 
Theſe witches, it is ſaid, are furniſhed with power 
foitable to the'occafion that is before them, and particu- 
larly that which deſerves to be confidered ; as prediction 
and foretelling evente, which, I inſiſt, the author of 
witchcraft is not accompliſhed with himſeff, nor can he 
eammunicate it to any other: How then witches come 
to be able to foretell things to come, which, it is feid, 
the Devil himſelf cannot know, and which, as I have 
ew, it is evident he does not know himſelf, is yet 10 
be determined. That witches do foretell, is certain, 
from the witch at Endor, who foretold things to Saul 
whiek he knew not before, namely that he fhould'b: 
lun in batile the next day, which accordingly came to 
faſe, e ee n 
There are, however, notwithſtanding this particitlar 
ca; many inftances-wherein the Devil Bas not been Able 
to foretell approaching events, and that in things of the 
utmoſt conſequence ; and he has given certain fooliſi or 
falſe anſwers in ſuch caſes. The Devil's prieſts, which 
were ſummoned in by the prophet Elijah, to decide the 
diſpute between God and Baal, had the Devil been able 
te have informed them of it, would certainly have re- 
ceived notice from him of what was intended again 
them by Elijah; that is to ſy, that they would be Wl 
cut in pieces; for Satan was not ſuch a fool as nat kaoy, 
that Baal was a non entity, a nothing, at beſt a dead 
man, periſed and rotting in his grave; for Baal was 
Bel, or Belus, an ancient king of the aſſyrian monarchy; 
and he could no more anſwer by fire, to conſume the la- 
crifice, than he could raiſe himſelf from the dead. b 
us + ut 
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ut the prieſts of Baal were left of their maſter to 


their juſt fate, namely, to be a ſacrifice to the fury of a 


deluded people: Hence I infer his inability: for it would 


bave been very. unkind and ungrateful in him not to 
have anſwered them, if he had been able. There is a- 
nother argument raiſed here moſt juſtly againſt the De- 
vil, with relation to his being ander reſtraint, and that 
of greater eminence than we imagine ; and it is drawn 
from this very paſſage, thus: It is not to be doubted but 
that Satan, who has much of the element put into his 
hands, as prince of the air, had a power, or was able, 


potentially ſpeaking, to have anſwered Baal's prieſts by 


fire ; fire being, in virtae of his airy principallity, a part 
of his dominion ; but he was certainly with-held by the 
ſuperior hand which gave him that dominion, I mean, 
with-held for the occaſion only: So in another caſe, it 
was plain that Balaam, who was one of thoſe fort of 


| Chaldeans mentioned above, who dealt in divinations 


and inchantments, was with-held from curſing Iſrael, 
Some are of opinion, that Balaam was not a wizard, 
or a dealer with the Devil: becauſe it ſaid of himſelf, or 
rather he ſays it of himſelf, that he ſaw the viſions of 
God, Numb. xxiv. 16. He hath faid, who heard the 


« words of God, and knew the knowledge of the Moſt 


« High, which ſaw the viſion of the Almighty, falling 
© into a trance, but having his eyes pen: Hence 
they alledge he was one of their magi, which St Aguſ- 
tine ſpeaks of, de divinatione, who, by the ſtudy of na- 
ture, and by the contemplation of created beings, came 
to the knowledge of the Creator; and that Balaam's fault 
was, that, being tempted by the rewards and honours 
that the king promiſed him, he intended to have curſed 
Iſrael ; but when his eyes were opened, and that he faw 


they were God's own people, he durſt not do it; they 


will have it therefore, that, except as above, Balaam 
was a good man, or at leaſt, that he had the know. 
ledge of the true God, and the fear of that God upon 
him; and that he honeſtly declares this, Numb- Xxii. 


18, « If Balak would give me his houſe full of filyer and ; 
gold Icannot go beyond the word af the Lord my God? 


- 


Where though he is called a falſe;prophet by ſome, he 
evidently owns God, and affumes à property in him, as 
other prophets did; my God, and I cannot go beyond his 
3 Y 3 orders; 


ö 
| | 


| 
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| orders ; ; But that which gives me a better opinion of 
p 


Balaain than all this is his. plain prophecy of Chriſt, chap, 
xxiv 17. where he calls him the ſtar of Jacob; and de. 
clares, I ſhall ſee him, but not now; I ſhall behiold 


"© him, but not nigh ; there ſhall come' a ſtar out of Ja. 


« cob, and a ſceptre ſhall rife out of Ifrael, and ſhall 

« ſmite the corners of Moab, and deſtroy all the children 

«© bf Sheth ;” all which expreſs not a knowledge only, 

but a faith in Chriſt ; but 1 have done preaching ; this 

is all by the bye; I return to my buſineſs, which f is the 
or 

nde is another piece of dark practice here, which 
lies between Satan and his particular agents, and which 
they myſt give us anſwer to, when they can, which, 
think, will not be in haſte; and that is, about the obſe. 
quious Devil. ſubmitting to be called up into viſibility, 
whenever an old woman has her Rand croſſed with a 
white ſix nce, as they call it: One would think that, 
inſtead of theſe vile things, calle witches, being fold t6 
the Devil, the Devil was really ſold for a flave to them; 
for how far ſdeyer Satan's refidence is off this ſtate of 
life, they have power, it ſeems, to fetch bim from hotne, 
and oblige him to come at their call. 

I caa give little” account of this, only that indeed ſo it 
is; nor is the thing ſo firange in itſelf,” as the methods 
to do it. are mean, fooliſh, and ridicnlous; ; as making 2 
circle, and dancing in it, pronouncing ſuch and fuch 
words, ſaying the Lord's prayer backward, and the like. 
Now, i is this agreeable, to the dignity of the prince cf 
the air, or atmoſphere, that he ſhould be commanded 
forth, with no more pomp or ceremony than that of 
muttering a few words, ſuch as the old witches and he 
agree about? or is there ſomething elſe in it, which none 
of us, br themſelves underſtand? 

Perhaps, indeed, Fe is always with thoſe people called 

witches and conjurers, or, at leaſt, ſome of his campvo- 
lant are always prefent ; and ſo, upon the leaſt call of 
the wizard, it is bur putting off the miſty cloak, and 
fhewirg thetnſelves, ® | 

Fben we have a = ece of mock pageantry in bringing 
thofe things called witches or ener to juſtice ; that 
i ee know if 2 Voman be a witch, threw lier into 
à pond, and if he be a witch, ſhe will fwim, and it 1s 


not 


= 


Pw Sv.» 


8 8-8 


* 


of not in her own power to prevent it; if the does all ſhe can 
to fink herſelf, it will not do, ſhe will (win like a cock. 
de: Then, that rope will not hang a witch, but you muſt get 
old 4 withe, a . oſier; and if you nail a horſe thoe on 
Ja. | the ft of-the door, the cannot come into the houle, of 
all out, if ſhe be in; theſe, and = thoufand more, too 
Len able to be believed, and yet are ſo vouched, fo taken 
ly, for gone, and ſo univerſally regeived for truth, that 
his che is no reſiſting them without being thought atheiſti- 
he cal. | | | It: 
What methods to take, to know who are witches, I 
ch © really know not; but, on the other hand. I think there 
ch are variety of methods to be uſed, to know who are not. 
I G-—, Eſq; is a man of fame; his parts are 
eat, becauſe his eſtate is ſo; he has threefcore and 
y, Leight line of Virgil by rote, and they take up many of 
the intervals of his merry diſcourſes ; he has juſt as many 
at, Y witty ſtories to pleaſe ſociety ; when they are well told, 
to once over, he begins again, and ſo he lives in a round 
of wit and learning; he is a man of great ſimplicity and 
of WM ſincerity ; you mult be careful not to miſtake my mean- 
ie, WM ing, as to the word ſimplicity; ſome take it to mean 
honeſty, and ſo do I; only that it has a negative attend 
ing it, in his particular caſe : ia a word, 5 6—— 


— 
mh 


think; and, without impeachment to his underſtanding, 
he may be a man of worth for all that. Take the other 
ſex; there the Lady H—— is another diſcovery ; bleſs 
us! what charms in that face! How bright thoſe eyes! 
How flowing white her breaſts ! How ſweet her voice! 
add to all, how heavenly, divinely good her temper ! 
How inimitable her behaviour; How ſpotleſs her virtue: 
How perfect her innocence ! And, to ſum up her cha- 
rater, we may add, that Lady — is no witch, 
d WY Sure none of our beau-critics will be ſo unkind now, as 
» MW to cenſure me in thoſe honeſt deſcriptions, as If I meant 
chat my good friend W 
d adored angel, the bright, the charming Lady H 


were fools; but what will not choſe ſavages, called | | 


o WM Critics, do, whoſe barbarous nature inclines them to 
[WW trample on the brighteſt characters, and to cavil on the 


cleareſt impreſſions? 5 
; It. might be expected of me, however, in juſtice do 


VE" DEC. - | 


is an honeſt man, and no conjurer ; a good character, I 


G—— Eſq ; or my 


— 
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my friends, and to the bright characters of abundance of 
gentlemen of this age, who, by the depth of their poli- 
ties and the heighth of their elevations, might be ſuſpec. 
ted, and might give us room to charge them with ſuh- 
terranean intelligence; I ſay, it might be expected that 
1 ſhonld clear up their fame, and affure the world con- 
cerning them even by name, that they are no conjurers; 
that they do not deal with the Devil ; at leaſt, not by 
the way of witchcraft and divination ; ſuch as Sir 
T-—k, E— B—, Eſq; my Lord Homily, Colonel 
Swagger, Jecffry Wellwith, Eſq; Captain Harry Go- 
deeper; Mr Welcome Woolen, citizen and mercant- 
tailor of London; Henry Cadaver, Eſq; the D-— of 
Caerkilly; the Marquis of Sillyhoo; Sir Edward Through- 
and-through, Bart, and a world of fine gentlemen more, 
whole great heads and weighty underſtandings, have 
given the world ſuch occaſion to challenge them with 
being, ap leaſt, deſcended from the magi, and, perhaps, 
engaged with old Satan, in his politics and experiments; 
but I, that have ſuch good intelligence among Satan's 
miniſters of ſtate; as is neceſſary to the preſent under- 
taking, am thereby well able to clear up.their characters; 
and r doubt not but they will value themſelves upon it, 
and acknowledge their obligations to me, for letting the 
world know, the Devil does not pretend to have had 
any buſineſs with them, or have enrolled them in the liſt 
of his operators: in a word that none of them are con- 
jurers: Upon which teſtimony of mine, I expect they 
will be no longer charged with, or ſo much as ſuſpected 
of having an unlawful quantity of wit, or having any 
ſorts of it about them, that are contraband or prohi- 
bited ; but that, for the future, they paſs unmoleſted, 
and be taken for nothing but what they are, viz. very 
honeſt worthy Gentlemen. | | 


2 
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Of the various methods the Devil takes to converſe with 
| mankind. 2 


AVING ſpoken ſomething of perſons, and particu- 
| larly of ſuch as the Devil thinks fit to employ in his 
affairs in the world, it comes next of courſe to ſay ſome- 


in 
3 thing 
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(ing of the manner bow he communicates his mind to 
them, and by them, to the reſt of his acquaintance in 


: 


the world. : * f 
I take the Devil to be under great difficulties in his 


affairs on his part, occaſioned eſpecially by the bounds 
which are ſet him, or which policy obliges him ſet to 
himſelf, in his accefs to the converſing with mankind ; it 
is evident he is not permitted to fall on them with force 
and arms, that is to ſay, to muſter up bis infernal troops, 
and attack them with fire and ſword ; if he was looſe, to 
act in this manner, as he was able, by his own ſeraphic 
power, to have deſtroyed the whole race, and even the 
earth they dwelt upon, ſo he would certainly, and long 
ago, have effectually done it; his particular intereſts and 
inclinations are well enough know. 
But, in the next place, as he is thus reſtrained from 
violence, ſo prudentials reſtrain him, in all his other a&- 
ings with mankind ;' and, being confined to ſtraragems; 
and foft, Rill methods, ſuch as perſuaſion, allurements, 
feeding the appetite, prompting, and then gratifying cor- 
rupt defires, and the like; he Hnds it for his purpoſe not 
to appear in perſon, except very rarely, and then in diſ- 
guile ; but to act all the reſt in the dark, under the vi- 
zor of art and craſt, making uſe of perſons and methods 
concealed, or at leaſt not fully underſtood or difeovered: 

As to the perſons whom he employs, I have taken 
ſme pains, you ſee, to diſcover ſome of them; but the 
methods he uſes with them, either to inform and in- 
ſtrut, and give orders to them, or to converſe with 
other people by them, theſe are very particular, and de- 
ſerve ſome place in our memoirs; particularly as they 
may ſerve, to remove ſome of our miſtaken, and to take 
off ſome of the frightſul ideas we are apt to entertain, in 
prejudice of this great manager ; as if he was no more 
to be matched in his politics than he would be to be 
matched in his power, if it was let looſe which if fo 
much a miltake, that on the contrary, we read of ſeve- 
ral people, that have abuſed and cheated the Devil, a 
thing which, I cannot fay, is very honeſt or juſt, not- 
withitanding the old Latin proverb, Fallere, fallentem 
non eft fraus (which men conſtrue, or rather render, by 
way ol banter upon Satan, it is no fin to cheat the De- 


vil; which, for all that, upon the whole, I dgny ; and 


alledge 
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of it being 


actions, at. leaſt ſuch as are done above hoard, by all 


and alliance, on all occaſions of buſineſs: theſe are 
| thoſe devils which the witches are ſaid to raiſe; for we 


£ ever Satan's buſineſs calls them, and are never wanting 


alledge „that, let the Devil act how he will by Us, we to 


* 5 deal fairly by him. , lik 
| ut to come to the buſineſs without circurtloeutions; 
J am to enquire how Satan iſſues out his orders, gives his ro 


inſtructions, and fully delivers his mind to his emiſſaries, 
of whom I mentioned ſome in the title to chap. ix In I} © 
order to this, you muſt form an idea of the Devil's ſit- | 
ti ſtate, in open campaign, with all his legions 

about bim, in the heigth of the atmoſphere ; or, it you for 
will at a cextain diſtance from the atmoſphere, and a- tre 
bove it, that the plan of his encampment might not be m 


hurried round its own axis, with the earth's drurnal mo- to 


tion, which might be ſome diſturbance to him. yet 

By this fixed ſituation, the earth performing its rota- ] 
tion he has every part and parcel of it brought to a di- I ful 
rect oppoſition, to him, and conſequently to his view Þ ttor 
once in twenty- -four hours: The lait, time I was there, WY anc 
if I remember right, he had this quarter of the world; If {pe: 
which we call Chriſtendom, juſt under his eye; and the ¶ mu; 
motion is not ſo ſwift, but that his piercing opties can hid 
take a ſtrict view of it en paſſant ; for the circumference pex 
but twenty one thouſand miles, and its circus ¶ Ahe 
lar motion being full twenty-four hours performing, be I ff. 
has ſomething more than an hour to view every thouſand that 
miles, while. to m ſupernatural penetration, is not ſelf. 
worth naming. | 

As he thus takes 4 ally view of all the circle; and an path 
hourly view of the parts, he is fully maſter of all tranſ- oh: 


mankind ; and then he diſpatches his emiffaries, or aid- 
du camps, to every part, with his orders-and inſtrue- 
tions; now theſe e miſſaries, you are to underſtand, are W's * 
not the witches and diviners who I ſpoke of above, for told 
I call them alſo emiſſaries; but, they are all Devils, or (as WP 
you know they are called) Devil's angels: and theſe enen 
may, perhaps, come and converſe perionally, with the Nmuc 
ſub-emiſſaries I mentioned, to be ready for their ſupport Wade 


can hardly ſuppoſe the maſter Devil comes himſelf, at Wloo' 
the ſummons of every ugiy old woman. detw 
Theſe run about into every nook and corner, where: 


to 


to him; but are the moſt diligent devils imaginable; 
like the Turkiſh Chiaux, they, no ſooner recievetheir 
errand but they execute it with the utmoſt alacrity ; 
and as to their ſperd, it may be truly written as a mot- 
to, upon the head of every individual devil, | 
* Non indiget calcaribußp. / 
Theſe are thoſe, whom, they tell us, our witches, 
ſorcerers, wizards, and ſuch forts of folks converſe 
freely with, and are therefore called therr ſamiliars; 
and as they tell us, come to them in human ſhapes, talk - 
to them witharticulate plain voices, as if men; and that 
yet the ſaid witches, &c. know them to be devils, 
Hiſtory has not yet enlightened us in this part ofuſe - 
ful knowledge, or at leaſt not ſufficiently for a deſerip- 
tion of the perſons or habits of theſe ſorts of appear» 
ances; as what ſhapes they take, what language they 
peak, and what particular works they perform; ſo we 
mult refer it to farther inquiry; but if we may credit 
hiſtory, we are told many famous ſtories of theſe ap- 
pearances; for example, the famous Mother Lakeland, 
who was burnt for a witch at Ipſwich, anno 1646, con- 
feſſed at the time of her execution, or ahttle before it, 
that ſhe had frequent converſationwith the Devil him- 


paſſionate, cruel, and revengeful diſpoſition before, uſed 
to 1riſh ſhe had it in her power todoſuchandfuch miſ- 
chievous things to ſome that ſhe hated; and that the De- 
vil himfelf, who it ſeems knew her temper, came toher 
one nig as ſhe lay in her bed, and was between ſleep- 
ing and waking, and, ſpeaking in a deep hallow voice, 
told her, «If the would ſerve him in ſome things he 
employed her to do, ſhe ſhould have her will of all her 
enemies, and ſhould want for nothing: that the was 
much affaid at firſt; but he ſoliciting her WEARS : 
bade her not be afraid of him, and {till urged her to 
ield; and, as ſhe ſays, ſtruck his claw into her hand; 

tho? it did not hurt her, made it bleed, and with the 
blood wrote the covenant, that is to ſay, the bargain 
between them. Being aſked what was in it, and whe- 
ber he required her to curſe or deny God or Chriſt? 
ke ſaid no. | | 

7 N B. 
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ſelf: that The being very poor, and withal of adevilim, | 
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N. B. I do not find ſhe told them, whether the Devi] 
wrote it with 4 pen, or whether on paper or parchs 
ment, or whether ſhe ſigned it or not; but it ſeemg 
wy carried it away with, him. 1 ſuppoſe if Satan's 
viſter was examined, it might be found among the 
| ter of hell, the rolls of his acta publica; and 
when his hitoriagraphereroyal publithes them, we 
may look for it among them. 8 
Then he forniſhed her with three devils, (to wait 1 up- 
en her, I ſuppote); ſor ſhe canfeſſed they were to 
employed in her ſervice. They attended jn the ſhapes 
of two little dogs and a mote. The firſt ſhe bewitclpd 
was her huſband, by which he lay a while in pre 
miſery, and died: then the ſent to one Captain Peat, 
and rat a new ſnip of his juit built, which had never 
been at ſea, Theſe, and many other horrid things, ſhe 
did, and confefled: and having been twenty years a witch, 
ut laſt the Devil left her, and ſne was burat, as ſhe de- 
ſerved. 
That ſome extraordinary dccofions may whoa theſe 
agents of the Devil, nay, ſometimes the Devil himſelf, to 


aſſume human thapes, and appear to other people, we 


cannot doubt. He did thus in the caſe of opr Saviour, 


as a tempter; and ſome think he did fo to Manaſſes as a 


familiar, whom the Scripture charges with ſorcery, and 


having a familiar or Devil. Fame tells us that St Dun- 
ſtan frequently converſed with him, and finally took him 
by the noſe, and ſo of others. N 

But, in theſe modern ages of the world, he finds it 
much more to his purpoſe, to work under ground, as! 
have obſerved; and to keep upon thereſerve ; ſo that we 
have no authentic accounts of his perſonal appearance, 
but what are very ancient, or very remote from our 
faith, as well as our inquiry 

It ſeems to be a queſtion that would bear ſome de- 
bating, Whether all apparitions are not devils, or from 
the Devil? But there being ſo many of theſe apparitions, 
which we call fpirits, which really afſume ſhapes, and 
make appearances in the world, upon ſuch accounts, as, 
we know, Satan himſelf ſcorns to be employed in, that I 
muſt diſmiſs the queſtion in favour, of the Devil; aſſuring 
chem, vhat as he never willingly did any good, ig his * 
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{ he would be far from giving himſelf the trouble of 
ſetting one foot into the world on ſuch an errand; and 
for that reaſon, we may be aſſured, thoſe certain appa- 
ritions, which we are told came to detect a murderer in 
Glocefterfhire, and others who appeared to prevent the 
ruining an orphan, for want of finding a deed that was 
not loſt; was certainly ſome other power equally concern- 
ed, and not the Devil. "67 ES 4 
On the other hand, neither will it follow that Satan 
P: never appears in human ſhape; for though every appari- 
tion may not be the Devil, yet it does not follow that 
pes IF the Devil never makes an — All 1 ſhall ſay to 
ied WF itis; as I have mentioned before, that, generally ſpeak - 
eat ing, the Devil finds it more for his purpoſe to have his 
intereſt propagated another way, namely, in private ; his 
ver I perſonal appearances are reſerved for things only of ex- 
ſhe traordinary conſequence, and, as I may ſay, of evident 
ch, WW neceflity, where his honour is concerned, and where his 
de- ¶ intereſt could be carried on no other way; not forget» 
ting to take notice that this is very ſeldom | 
ele t remains to inquire, what then thoſe things are 
to. MW which we mike ſo much ſtir about, and which are called 
we IF apparitions, or ſpirits aſſuming human ſhapes, and ſhe w- 
ur. WF ing themſelves to people on particular occaſions? Whe- 
a IF ther they are evil ſpirits or good? And though, indeed, 
ad this is out of my way at this time, and does not relate at 
n- all to the Devil's hiſtory, yet I thought it not amiſs to 
m mention it: 1. Berauſe, as I have faid, I do not wholly 
exclude Satan from all concern in ſuch things: and, 2. 
Becauſe I ſhall difmiſs the queſtion with ſo very ſhort an 
anſwer, namely, that we may determine which are, and 
which are not the Devil's, by the errands they come 
upon : every one to his own buſineſs. If it comes on a 
good errand, you may certainly acquit the Devil of itz 
conclude him innocent, and that he has no hand in it: If 
it comes on a wicked and deviliſh errand, you may even 
take him up upon ſuſpicion; it is ten to one but you find 
him at the bottom of it. e | | 
Next to apparitions, we find mankind diſturbed by 
abundance of little odd reſerved ways. which the Devil 
is ſhrewdly ſuſpected of having a hand in; ſuch as 
dreams, noiſes, voices, &c. ſmells of brimſtone, candles 


burning blue, and the = | * 
> | g 


* 
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As to dreams, I have nothing to ſay in-Satan's prtiu . 

dice at all there. I make ts bes he Piel es 2 
much in<that kind of intelligence: and why ſhould be eli 
not? We know Heaven itſelf formerly converſed very 20. 
often with the greateſt of men by the ſame method; and ch 
the Devil is xnown to mimic the methods, as well as the fat 
actions of his Maker. Whether Heaven has not quiteſl | 
left off that way of working, is not certain; but we he 
pretty well know the Devil has not left it; and I believe 
ſome inſtances may be given, where his worſhip has been 
really ſeen and talked to in ſleep, as much as if the per- 


{fon had been awake with his eyes open. 


| Theſe ate to be diſtinguiſhed too, pretty much by the 


goodneſs or badneſs of the ſubjet. How often have 
men committed murder, robbery, and adultery ina dream 
and at the ſame time; except an extraordinary agitation 
ot the ſoul, and expreſſed by extraordinary noiſes in the 
ſleep, by violent ſweating, and other ſuch way, the head 
has never been removed from the pillow, or the body ſo 
much as turned in the bed! x 
Whether, in ſuch caſes, the.ſoul, with all the paſſions 
and affections being agitated, and giving their full aſſent 
to the facts of what kind ſoever, the man is not as guilty 
as if the fins ſo dreamed of his committing, had been 
| actually committed? Though it be no doubt to me but 
| that it is ſo, yet; as it is foreign to the preſent affair, and 
$ not at all relating to the Devil's hiſtory, I leave it to the 
' _ Teverend doQors of the church, as properly belonging 
| to them to decide. | | | 
I knew a perſon whom the Devil ſo haunted with na- 
ked women, fine beautiful ladies in bed with him, and 
ladies of his acquaintance too; offering their favours to 
nim, and all in his fleep, that he ſeldom flept without 
ſome ſuch entertainment. The particulars are too groſs 
= for my ſtory; but he gave me ſeveral long accounts of 
Huis night amours; and being a man of virtuous life and 
good morals, it was the greateſt ſurpriſe to him imagin- 
= able; for you cannot doubt but that the cunning Devil 
made every thing to be acted to the life with him, and j 
in a manner the moſt wicked. He owned with grief to + 
me; that the very firſt attack the Devil made upon him, i ſe 
was with. a very beautiful lady of his acquaintance whom W at 
he had been really ſomething freer than ordinary with  «; 
| 1 


to be ſuch, as that you are at that time in great want ot 


1 
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in their common converſation. The lady he brought to 
him in a poſture for wickedneſs; and wrought up his ix - 
clination ſo high in his fleep, that he, as, he thought, 
actually went about to debauch her, ſhe not reſiſting; but 
that he Waked in the very moment to his particular 
ſatisfactiotn : 3 | os 
He was greatly concerned at this part, namely, that 
he really gave the conſent of his will to the fact: and 
wanted to — if he was not as guilty of adulter y as, 
if he had lain with her. Indeed he decided the queſtion 
againſt himſelf ſo forcibly, that I, who was of the ſame 
opinion before, had nothing to ſay againſt it. However 
I confirmed him in it, by a&ing him thoſe queſtions: 
i. Whether he did not think the Devil had the chict 
hand in ſuch a dream? He anſwered, It could 
certainly be nobody elſe : it muſt be the Devil.“ 
2. I then aſked him, What reaſon” the Devil could 
have. for it, if his conſent to the fact in ſleep had 
not been criminal? That is true indeed, (ſays he) 
I am anſwered.” But then he atked another quei - 
tion, which I confeſs is not eaſy to anſwer, namely, 
How he ſhould prevent being ſerved ſo again.“ 
Nor could all pads BE or his own, keep the De- 
vil from attacking him again. On the other hand, as L 
have ſaid, he worrid him to the degree, that he injured. 
his health, bringing naked women to him; ſometimes 
one, ſometimes another, ſometimes in one poſture of 
lewdneſs, ſometimes in another; ſometimes into his very 
arms, — ſometimes with ſuch additions, as I am not merry 
enough, and ſometimes ſuch as I am not wicked enough 
to put into your heads. The man indeed could not help 
it; and ſo the Devil was more faulty than he; bur, . 
hinted to him, he might bring his mind to ſuch a ſtated 
habit of virtue, as to prevent its aſſenting to any wicked 
motion even in ſleep, and that would be the way to put an 
end to the attempt; and this advice he reliſhed very 
well, and practiſed, I believe, with ſucceſs. 
By this ſame method, the ſame Devil injects powerfull, 
incentives to other crimes,——pravokes avarice by laying 
a great quantity of gold in your view, and nobody pre 
ſent; giving you an opportnity to [teal it, or ſome of it: 
at the ſame time, perhaps, knowing your circumſtances 
'L 


the money. "63. 
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I knew another, who, being a tradeſman, and in great 
Ciftreſs for money in his buſineſs, dreamed that he was 
walking all alone-in a great wood, and that he met a lit. 
tle child with a bag of gold im its hand, and a fine neeklace 
of diamonds on its neck. Upon the ſight, his wants pre. 


ſently dictated him to rob the child, the little innocent 


creature, (juſt ſo he dreamed) not being able to reſiſt, 
or to tell who it was. Accordingly he conſented to tak: 
the money from the child, and then to take the diamond 
necklace from it too, and did ſo. 4 

But the Devil, (a full teſtimony, as I told him, that it 
was the Devil,) nct contented with that, hinted to him 
that perhaps the child might, fome time or other know 


him, and fingle him out, by crying or pointing or ſome 


ſuch thing, etpecially if he was ſuſpected, and ſhewn to 


it; and therefore it would be the better for him to kill 


the child, prompting him to Kill it for his own ſafety, 


and that he need do no more but twiſt the neek of it a 


little, or craſh it with his knes. He told me he ſtood 
debating with himſelf, whether he ſhould dg ſo or not ; 
but that in that . inſtant, his heart ſtruck him with the 
word murder, ard he entertained an horror of it, refuſed 
to do it, aud immediately awaked.. | 

He teld me that when he waked, he found himſelf in 
ſo violent a ſweat, as he had never knowa the like; that 
his pulſe beat with that heat and rage, that it was like a 
palpitation of the heart to him; and that. the agitation of 
his ſpirits was ſuch, that he was not fully compoſed in 
ſome hours; though the ſatisfaction and joy that attended 


him when he found it was but a dream, aſſiſted much to 


bring back his ſpirits to their due temperament, 
It is neither my buſineſs or inclination to turn divine 


here, nor is the age | write to ſufficiently grave to reliſh 
a ſermon, if I was diſpoſed to preach, though they mult 


allow the ſabje& would very well bear it: but I hall 


only aſk them, If they think this is not the Devil what 
do they think it is? If they believe it is the Devil they 


will act aecordingly. I hope, or let it alone, as Satan and 

they can agrad about it. | 
I ſhould: not oblige the Devil over much whatever I 
might do to thoſe who read it, if I ſhould enter here upon 
a debate of intereſts, viz. to enquire whether the Devil 
has nota vaſt advantage upon mankind this way 1 = 
, whether 
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mouth or not, I do not Tay) namely, a deſcription of a 
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whether it is not much his intereſt to preſerve it? And 
if I prove the affirmative, I leave it to you to inquire, 
whoſe intereſt it is to diſappoint and fupplant him. 
In ſhort, I take dreams to be the ſecond beſt of the 


— 


advantages the Devil has over mankind: the firſt I ſup- 


poſe you all know, viz. the treachery of the garriſon 
within. By dreams, he may be ſaid to get into the in- 


ſide of us Without oppoſition ; here he opens and locks 


without a key, and, like an enemy laying ſiege to a for- 
tified city, Reaſon and Nature, the governors of the 
city, keep him out by day, and preſerve the garriſon 


true to their duty: but in the dark he gets in, and par- 


leys with the garriſon, (the affections and paffions); 
debauches their loyalty, ſtirring them up to difloyalty 


and rebellion; ſo they betray their truſt, revolt, mu- 


tiny, and go over to the beſieger. | 
Thus he manages his intereſt, I ſay, and infituates 
himſelf into the inſide of us without our conſent, nay, 
without our knowledge; for whatever ſpeculation may 
do, it is evident demonſtration does not affift us to diſ- 
cover which way he gets accefs to the ſoul, while the 


organ, tied up, and doſed with ſleep, has locked it up 


from action. = it is ſo, is clear ; but how he does 
it, is a ſecret which I do not find the ancients or mo- 


derns have yet made a diſcovery of. of 
That devil of acreature, Mether Lakeland, whoſe ſto- 
I mentioned above, acknowledged that the firſt time 
the Devil attempted to draw her into be a witch, was 
in a dream; and when ſhe conſented, ſhe ſaid ſhe was be- 


. tween {leeping and waking, that IS, ſhe did not know 


whether ſhe was awake or aſleep; and the cunning De- 
vil it ſeems, was ſatisfied with ker aſſent, given when 
ſhe was aſleep, or neither algep nor awake; ſo taking 
the advantage of her incapacity to act rationally, 

The ſtories of her bewitching ſeveral people, and the 


manner in which they died, are ſo formidable and ex- 


travagant, that I care not to put anyone's faith to the 
ſtreteh about them, though publiſhed by authority and 
teſtified by abundance of witneſſes: but this is recorded 
in particular, and tomy purpoſe, (whether from her own 


3 wurch, 
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Twine, ſaid, Go,“ give "the ſame commiſſion to poſſeſs 
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witch, and difference betweeen witches, and thoſe ofS4. 
tan's other acquaintanes, who act in his name. 
1. They have conſulted and covenanted with a ſpi. 
ri or devil. 4 a; . 
2. They have a depu vil; ſometimes ſeveral, to 
n en afſiſt pury | 15 
3. Theſe they employ as they pleaſe; eall them by 
name; and command their appearance in whate- 
ver ſha they think fit. ; 

_ 4+ They ſend them abroad to, or into the perſons 
whom they deſign to bewitch; whom they always 
| torment and often murder them, as Mother Lake. 

land did ſeveral. 

As to the diſſerenee between the ſeveral devils that 
appear, it relates fo the office of the perſons who employ 
them; as conjurers, who ſeem to command the particu- 
lar devil that waits upon them with more authority, and 
raiſe them or lay them at pleaſure, drawingetrcles, 
caſting figures, and the like: but the witch in a more fa- 


miliar manner, whiſpers with the Devil, keeps bim in 


a bag or fack, ſometimes in her et, . che like: ; 
and, like Mr Faux, ſhews tricks with him. 
But alltheſe kinds deal much in dreains, talk with the 


Devil in their {leep, and make other people talk with 


him in their ſleep too; and it is on this occaſion Imen- 
tion it here. In ſhort, the Devil may well take this 
Opportunity with mankind; for not halfthe world that 
came into his meaſures would comply if they were a. 


Wake; but of that hereafter. 


And yet his thus inſinuating himſelf by dreams does 
not ſeem ſufficient in my opinion, to anſwer the Devil's 
end, and to carry on his bulineſs; and therefore we mult 
be forced toallow him ac ind of actual poſſeſfion, in par- 
ticular caſes, and that in the ſouls of ſome people, by dit- 
ferent methods from others. Luther is of the opinion, 
that the Devil gets a familiarity with ſome ſouls juſtat, 


or rather before their being embodied. As to the man- 


ner and methods how he gets in, that is another queſtion. 
and may be ſpoken of by itſelf: beſides, why may net 
atan's requeſt to enter into the herd of 


a ſort 
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a ſort of vreatures ſo many degrees below the dignity 


of the Gadarenian ſwine, and open the door too? But | 


as for that, when our Lord ſaid, « Go,” the Devil ne 
ver inquired which way he ſhould get in. | 

When then, I ſeennations, or indeed herds ofnations, 
ſct on fire of hell, and as I may fay, inflamed by the De- 
vil, when I fee towns, parties, factions, and rabbles 
of people viſibly poſſeſſed, It is enough to me that the 
great Maſter of the devils has ſaid to him, *Go:” there 
is no need to inquire which way he finds open, or at 
what poſtern- gate he gets in. As to his appearing, it 
is plain he often gets in without appearing; and there - 
fore the queſtion about his appearing, ſtill remains a 
doubt, and is not very eaſy to be reſolved. | 

In the Scripture we have ſome light into it, and that 
is all the help I find from antiquity ; andit goes a great 


way toſolve the phznomena ofSatan's appearing. What 


J mean by the Scripture giving ſome light to it, is this: 


it is laid in ſeveral places, and of ſeveral perſons, God 


came to them in a dream. Gen. xx. 3. God came to 
Abimelech in a dream by night.“ Gen. xxxIi. 24. And 
came to Laban the Syf ian in a dream. Matth. ii. 13. 
The angel of the Lord appeared to ſoſeph in a dream.” 
Short comments are ſufficient to plain tests. Applyin 
this to my friend, when he wanted to be fatish 
relating to his dream, viz. how he ſhould come 
to dream ſuch wicked things? I told him in ſhort, the 
caſe was plain; the Devil came to him in a dream by 
night. How and in what manner he formed the wicked 
repreſentations, and ſpread debauched appearances be- 
fore his fancy, by real whiſpers and voice, according 
to Milton, or by what other methods, the learned are 
not arrived to any certainty about it. | | 
This leads me neceſſarily to inquire whether the De- 
vil, or ſome of his agents, are not always in our com- 
pany whether they make any viſible” appearances or 
not? For my part I make no queſtion of it. How elſe 


could he come at the knowledge of what we do? for as ' 


I can allow him no preſcience at all, as, for many rea- 
ſons I have obſerved already, he muſt be able to ſee and 


know us, and what we are about, when we know no- 3 


_ 
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thing of him, or elſe he could know nothing of us and 
eur affairs, which yet we find otherwiſe: this gives 
him infinite advantage to influence our actions, to judge 


- of our inclinations, and to bring our paſſions to claſh with 


our reafon, as they often do, and get the better of it · too. 

All this he obtatns, by his being able to walk about in. 
viſible, and ſee when he is not ſeen, of which I have 
ſpoken already. Hence that moſt wiſe, and ſolid ſup. 
geſtion, that when the candles burn blue, the Devilis'm 
the room: which great ſecret in nature, that you may 
more fully be convinced of its imaginary reality, I mul 


tell you the following ſtory, which I ſaw in a letter di- 


rected to a particular friend. Take it word for word as 


in the letter, becauſe I do not make myſelf accounts 


ble for the facts: but take them ad referendum. 
SS... Art MES 
E had one day, very early in the morning, and 
y \ for the moſt part of the day, a great deal of rain, 
with a high wind, and the clouds very thick and dark 
all day. — eg 8 


In the evening, the cloudy thick weather continued, 


though not the rain; when, being in a friends houſe in 
—— lane, London, and ſeveral ladies and ſome gentle- 
men in the rgom, belides two or three ſervants, (for 
we had been eating) the following interlude happened 
for our entertainment: When the cloth was taken 
away, two large candles were brought upon the table, 
and placed there, with ſome bottles and glaſſes for the 
gentlemen, who it ſeems were intending to drink and 
be very merry. Two large wax candles were alſo ſet 
on another table, the ladies being going to cards: there 


' ,werealſo two large candles in ſconces over or near the 


chimney ; and one more in a looking-glaſs ſconce on a 
pier by the window. 

With all this apparatus, the compgny ſeperating, ſat 
don; the gentlemen at their table, and the ladies at 
theirs, to play as above; when, after ſome time, the 
gentleman of the houſe ſaid haſtily to the ſervant. W hat 
a ails the candles? and turning to the ſervant, 


raps out an oath or two, and bids him ſnuff the candles, 


for they burnt as if the Devil was in the rom. wy 
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The fellow going to ſnuff one of the eandles ſnuſſs it 


ba out; at which his maſter being in a paſſion, the fellows } 
ith lights it again immediately at the other candle; and then | 
oo, being in a little hurry, going to ſnuff the other candle, 


in. uuffed that out too. 2 6+ 24545 

ve The firſtcandle that was re · lighted (as is uſual in fueh 
aſes) burned dim and dull for a good while, and the 
other being out the room was much darker than before; 
4 then a, wench that ſtood by the ladies table, bawls out 
v4 to her miſtreſs; La! Madam, the candles burn blue? 
di. An old lady that ſat by, ſays, Aye, Betty, ſo they 
as do.“ Upon this one of the ladies ſtarts up: Mercy 
upon us! ( ſays ſhe) whatisthematter?” In this unlucky 


A- | 
| moment, another ſervant without orders, went to the 
great pier ſconce; and becauſe, as he thought he would 
nd be {ure to ſnuff the candle well, he offers to take it down 
n, but very unhappily, I ſay, the hook came out, down falls 
* |} the ſeone, candle and all, and the looking glaſs broke all 
do pieces with a horrible noiſe. However, the candle 
d, Alling out of the ſcone, did not go out, but lay on the 
in floor burning dully, and, as is uſual in {ach caſes, all on 
e- one ſide. Betty cries out again, La! Madam, that 
xr candle burns blue too!“ The very moment the ſaid this, 
4 the footman that had throwndown the ſcone, ſays tohus 
n | flow ſ:rvant, that came to his affiftance, I think the 
5 Devil is in the candles to-night!” and away he runs out 
a of the room for fear of his maſter. "ie 
d Fhe old lady, who, upon the maid Betty's notion of 


the candles burning blue, had her head jult full ofthat 

e old chimney corner ſtory, the candles burn blue when 

e the {pirits are in the room, heard the footman ſay the 

a word Devil! but heard nothing elſe of what he ſaid. 
Upon this ſhe riſes up in aterriblefright, and cries out, 

t that the footman faid the Devil was in the room! As ſlie 

t was indeed frighted out of her wits, the frighted the 

. ladies moſt terribly; and they all ſtarted up together, 

t down goes the card table, and put the wax candles out. 
Mrs Betty, that had frighted them all, runs to the 
ſconce next the chimney ; but that having a long ſnuff, | 
the cried out it burnt blue too, and ſhe durſt not touch. _ 


it! In ſhort, though there were three candles leit ſtill 
| burning 


* 
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burning in the room; yet the ladies were ail ſofrighted 
that they and the maids too, ran out of the parlour, 
| fereaming like mad folks. The maſter, in a rage, kicked 
his. firſt man out of the room, and the ſecond man was 
run out to avoid (as I ſaid before) the like; ſo that no 
ſervant was to be had, but all was in confuſion. 

The two other gentlemen, who were ſitting at the 
firſt table, kept their ſeats compoſed and eaſy enough, 
only concerned to ſee all the houſe in ſuch a fright. 
It was true, they ſaid the candles turned dim, and very 
oddly ; but they could not perceive they burned blue, 
except one of thoſe over the chimney, and that onthe 
table, which was re-lighted after the fellow had ſuuffed 
It out. | « 7 * 

However, the maid, the old lady, and the footman MW x 
that pulled down the {cone, all inſiſt that the candles a 
burned blue, and all pretended that the Devil was cer. I 
tainly in the room and was the occaſion of it, andthey £ ® 
now come to me with the ſtory to deſire my opinion ofit., © a 
This puts me upon inquiry into the notion of candles | © 
burning blue when {pirits are in the room; which upon n 
all the ſearch into things that I am able to make, amounts e 
to no more than this, that upon any extraordinary emiſ - 
fionof ſulphureous or ofnitrous particles, either inacloſe IN {£ 
room, or in any place not very open, if the quantity be Þ 
* 
N 


Koto a r * 
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= 


great, a candle or lamp, or any ſuch little blaze of fire, 
will ſeem to be, or to burn blue; and if then they can 
prove that any ſuch efſluvia attends, or is emitted from | 
a ſpirit, then when Satan is at hand, it may be ſo. I t 

But then it is begging the queition groſsly, becauſe | t: 
ho man can aſſure us that the Devil has any fulphure- ti 


eus particles about him. h n 
It is true, the candles burn thus in mines ard vaults, t 
anddamp places; and it is as true, that they will do ſo 40 
upon occaſion of very damp, ſtormy, and moiſt air, 7 


whenanextraordinary quantity ofvapours are ſuppoſed 0 
to be diſperſed abroad, as was the caſe when this hap- 0 
ned; and if there was any thing of that in it on that 
Ionday night, the candles might perhaps burn blue upon h 
that occaſions but that the Devil was abroad upon any t] 
extraordinary bulmeſs that night, that I cannot grant, 


unleſs 


- 
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unleſs I have ſome better teſtimony than the old lady 
that heard the footman's outcry but by halves, or than 
Mrs Betty, who firſt fancied the candles burned blue: 


ſo I muſt ſuſpend my judgment till I hear farther. 
This ſtory however, may ſolve a great many of thoſe 


things which paſs for apparitions in the world, and 


which are laid to the Devil's charge, though he really 
may know nothing of the matter: and this would bring 
me to defend Satan in many things, wherein he m 
truly be ſaid to ſuffer wrongfully; and if I thought it 


would oblige him, I might ſay ſomething to his advan- 


tage this way: however Lwill venture a wordor two 
for an injured Devil, take it ns you will. | 
Firſt, it is certain that as this invilibility of the De- 
vil is very much to our prejudice, ſo the doctrine of his 
viſibility is a great prejudice to him as we make uſe of its 
Hy his inviſibility he is certainly veſted with infinite 
advantages againſt us; while he can be preſent with us 
and we know nothing of the matter, he informs himſelf 


of all our meaſures, and arms himſelf in the beſt and 


molt ſuitable manner to injure and aſſault us, as he can 
countera#t all our ſecret conecried defigns; diſappoint 


Mour ſehemes, and except when heaven apparently con- 


(cetns itſelf to over -· rule him, can defeat all our enter 
prizes, break all our meaſures, and do us miſchief in ak 
molt every part of our life; and all this, becauſe we are 
not as privy to his motions, as he is to ours. 


But now for his vilibility and his real a nee in 


the world, and particularly among his diſciples and emiſ- 
faries, ſuch as witches and wizards, demoniaes, and the 
like; here I think Satan has a greft deal of loſs, ſuffers 
manifeſt injury, and has great ir juſtice done him; and 
that therefore I ought to clear this matter up a little, 
it it be poſſible, to do juſtice to Satan, and ſet matters 
right in the world about him, according to that uſeful 
old maxim, of ſetting the ſaddle upon the right horſe, 
or giving the Devil his due, | "of 
Firſt, as I have ſaid we are not tobelieve every idle 
head, who pretends even to converſe face to face with 
the Devil, and who tells us they have thus ſeen” him, 
end beenacquainted with him every day; many of theſe 


pre: 
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pretenders are manifeſt cheats; and however they would Wl th 
have the honour of a private intereſt in him, and boaſt WM th 
how they have him at their back; can call him away, b. 
and ſend him that, as they pleaſe; raiſe him, and lay. W 
him, when, and how, and as often as they find for their 
purpoſe; I fay, whatever boaſts they —4 of this kind, I wi 
they really have nothing of truth in them, fa 
Now the injuries and injuſtice done to the Devil, in © a 
theſe caſes, are manifeſt; namely, that they intitle the I ul 
Devi! to all the miſchief they are pleaſed to do in the la 
world ; and if they commit a marder, or a robbery, fire wi 
e houte. or do any att of violence in the world, they I thi 
preſently are ſaid to do it by the agency of the Devil, 
and the Devil helps them; ſo Satan bears the reproach I ira 
and they have all the guilt: this is, (1) A grand cheat Nm 
upon the world; and (2) A notorious flander upon the I des 
Devil; and it would be a public benefit to mankind, to ing 
have ſuch would be devils as theſe turned inſide out, I pre 
that we might knew when the Devil was really at work |} cur 
among us, and when not; what miſchiefs were of his ing 
doing, and which were not; and that theſe fellows might | Jor 
not ſlip their necks out of the halter, by continually lay- II wre 
ing the blame of their wyckednels upon the Devil. ſon 
Not that the Devil is not very willing to have his ac 
hand in any miſchief, or in all the miſchief that is done: to ſ 
in the world; but there are ſome low priced rogueries | to « 
that are too little for him, beneath the dfgnity of his. ner 
operation, and which is really a ſcandal to the Devil. to upo 
charge upen him. I remember the Devil had ſuch a 
cheat put upon him in Eaſt Smithfield one, where a } het 
jon pretended to converſe with the Devil face to face, 
and that in open day tooand to cauſe him to tell fortunes, I fit t 
foretel good and evil, &c. diſcover ſtolen goods; tell I goo 
who they were who ſtole them, and how to find them | tor 
ain; nay, and even to find out the thieves : but Satan I not, 
was really ſlandeaed in the caſe; the fellow had no more he ſt 
to do with the Devil than other people, and perhaps not I that 
ſo much neither: this was one of thoſe they called cun- ¶ ſhou 
ning men, or at leaſt he endeavoured to pals for ſuch an Þ} cult: 
one: but it was all a cheat. U 
hBgBeſides, what had the Devil to do to detect thieves, J vil's 
uud reſtore ſtolen goods? Thieving and robbing, trick ed h 


and cheat, are part of the craft of his agency, and. was 
G e - 


| 
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the employments which it is his buſineſs to encourage; 
they greatly miſtake him, who think he will aſſiſt any 
body in ſurpaſſing and detecting ſuch laudible arts, and 
ſuch diligent ſervants. 
| I will not ſay but the Devil, to draw theſe people, 
nd, WW we call cunning men into a ſnare, and to puth on his 
farther deſigns, may encourage them privately, and in 
„ia a manner that they themſelves know nothing, to make 
the Þ uſe of his nawe, and abuſe the world about him, tili at 
the laſt they may really believe they do deal with the Devil, 
fire when indeed, it is only he who deals with them, and 
hey they know nothing of the matter, | 
vil, In other caſes he ma) encourage them in theſe little 
ck © frauds and cheats, and give them leave as above, to 
eat make uſe of his name, to bring them aſterwards, and by 
he degrees, to have a rea acquaintance with him; ſo bring. 
to ing their jeſt of their trade into earneſt, till at length, 
ut, I prompting them ro commit {ome great villany, he ſe- 
rk eures them to be his own, by their very fear of his leav- 
his ing them to be expoſed to the world; that he puts a 
ht Jonathan Wild upon them, and makes them be the very 
y- vretches they only pretended to be before; ſo old Par- 
ſons af Clithroe, as fame tells us, was twenty-fiye-years 
us, a cunning man, and twenty-two years a wizard; that is 
ne to ſay, far five and twenty years he was only pretending 
es | to deal with the Devil, when Satan and he had po man- 
is I} ner of acquaintance, and he only put his legerdemain 
to upon the people in the Devil's name. without his leave 
a but at length, the Devil's patience being tired quite out, 
a he told the old counterfeit, that, in ſhort, he had been 
& | falking horſe long enough: and that now if he thought 
s, ft to enter himſelf, and take a commiſſion, well and 
ll |} good ; and he ſhould have a leaſe to carry on his trade 
m | tor ſo many years more, to his heart's content; but if 
n not, he would expoſe his knavery to the world, for that 
e he ſhould take away his people's trade no longer; but 
t that he (Satan) would ſet up another in his room, that 
1- |} ſhould make a mere fool of him, and carry away all his 
na | cultomers, | | 
Upon this the old man conſidered of it, took the De- 
„ vit's counſel and lifted in his pay; ſo he, that had play- 
k ed his pranks twenty-five years as conjurer, when he 
vas no conjurer, was then forced really to deal with the 
- A a ak Devil 


i when people have pretended to it wichout him, and 2 
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Devil for fear the people ſhould know he did not: ti} 
naw, he hd, amlodexler, cheated the Devi! an one hang, 
and the people on the other : but the Devil gained his 
point at laſt, and ſo he was a real ward ever after. 
But this is not the only way the Devil is injured ng. 
ther; for we have often found people pretend upon him 
in other caſes, and of nearer concern to him a great 
deal, and in articles more weighty, as, in particular, ig 
the great buſineſs of poſſeſſion. It is true, this point is 
not thoroughly under ſtood among men, neither has the 
Deril thought fit to give us thole illuminations about it, 
as I believe he might do; particularly that great and im- 
portant article is not, for. auglit I can ſee, rightly ex- 
plained : namely, whether there are not two ſeveral 
kinds of poſſeſſion; viz. ſome wherein the Devil poke 
ſeſſes us, and ſome in which we really poſſeſs the Devil] 
the nicety of which, I doubt, this age, with all its pene. 
tration, is not qualified to explain; and a differtation 
upon it, being too Jong for this wor k, efpeci4)ly io near 
ils concluſion, I am obliged to omit, as I am allo the 
practical diſcourſes upon the uſefulneſs and advantages 
of real poſſeſſion, whether conſidered one way or other 
to mankind, all which I muſt leave to hereaſter. 

But to come back to the point in hand, and to conſi- 
der the injuſtice done to the Devil, in the varipus turus 
and tricks which men put upon him very often in this 
one article; viz pretending to poſſeſſion, and to have 
the Devil in them, when really it is not ſo; certainly the 
Devil mult take it very ill, to have all their demented, 
Junatic tricks charged upon him; and ſome ot which, 
nay, moſt of which, are ſo groſs, ſo ſimple, to empty, 
and ſo little to the purpoſe, that the Devil muſt be a- 
ſhamed to ſee ſuch things paſs in his name, or that the 
world ſhould think he was concerned in them. 

It is true, that poſſeſſion, being one cf the principle 
pieces of the Devil's artifice in his managing mankind, 
and iu which, with the moſt exquiſite ſkill, he plays the 
Devil among us, he has the more reaſon to be affronted 
when he finds himſelf invaded in this part, and 7 
that any body ſhould pretend to poſſeſs, or be poſſeſſed, 
without his leave; and this may be the reaſon, ſor 
aught we know, why ſo many blunders have been made, 
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t: til has thought fit not to own them iu it; of which we 
e hand, MW have many examples in hiſtory, as in Simon Magus, the 
ied. his Devil cf Loudon, the fair maid of Kent, and ſeveral 
iter, ' ¶ others whole hiſtory it is not worth while to enlarge up- 
ed nei-W on. | 
on him la ſhort, pc ſſeſſions. as I have faid, are nice things: 
great as it is not ſo caly to mimic the Devil in that part, as it 
lar, in may be in ſome ther; deſigning men have attempted 
oint is ¶ it often; hut their manner has been eaſiſy diſtigguilhed, 
as the W even without the Der il's afliiiance. 
ot it, Thus the people of Salem, in New England, pretend- 
d im- el to be bewitched, and that a black man tormented 
Ly ex-M them by the inſtigation of ſuch and ſuch, whom they 
veral ¶ reiolved to bring to the galiows: this black man they 
pol. would have to be the Devil, employed by the perſon 
evil; whom they acculed for a wizard: thus making the De- 
zene. WW yil a page, or a footman to the wizard, to go and tor- 
ation W mcut whomever the {aid wizard commanded, till the De- 
near yi; himſelf was fo weary of the foolith part, that he left 
the them to go on their own way; and at laſt they over- 
ages ad: the murdering part fo far that when they confeſſed 
ther themſcives to be wizards, and poſſeſſed, and that they 
hai correſpondence with the Devil, Satan not appear- 
nſ- ¶ ins to vouch for them, no injury would condemn them 
rus upon cheir own evidence, and they could not get them- 
this ſe ves hanged, whatever pains they took top bring it to 
ave | pals | 
the Thus you fee the Devil may be wronged, and falſely 
ed, accuſed, in many particulars, and citen has been ſo; 
ch, there are likewiſe ſome other ſorts of counterteit devils 
Ly, in the world, ſucks gypſies, fortune-tellers, foretellers 
As good and bad fuck, ſellers of winds, raiſers of ſtorms, 
he | ar many more, ſome practiſed among us, ſome in ſo- 
reign parts, too many almoſt to reckon up; nay, I al- 
Ne moit doubt, whether the Devil himſelf, knows all the 
d, ſorts of them; for it is evident he has little or nothing 
he to do with them, 1 mean not in the way of their craft. 
d Theſe I take to be interlopers: or, with the Guinea 
4 mei chants leave, {eperate traders, and who act under the 
, ſcreen and protection of Satan's. power, bat without his 
r licence or authority; no doubt theſe, carry away a great. 
ey deal ofthis trade ; that is to ſay, the trade which other- 
e wiſe the Devil might have carried on by agents of his 
$ . | Aa 2 own 
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own; I cannot but ſay, that while theſe people would 

tain be thought devils, though they really are not, it is Jc 
but juſt they ſhould be really made as much devils, az th 
they pretend to be, or that Satan thould do hiawelf jul. M ti 


Lice upon them, as he threatened to do upon old Parſons p! 
of Clichroe, above mentioned, and let the world know it 
them. | kt 
Gee KI. e 

f C 

Of divination, forcery, the black art, paw wawing, and n 
ſach like pretenders to deviliſm 5 and hanv far, the Devil a 
ir, or is not, concerned in then: n 

t] 


YT HOUGH I am writing the hiſtory of the Devil, l v 
have not undertaken to do the like of all the kinds t 
ct. people, male or female, who ſet up for devils in the n 
world : this would be a taſk for the Devil indeed, and v 
ſic only for him to undertake; for their number is, and 7 
has been prodigious great: and may with his other le- \ 
4:i0ns, be ranked among the innumerable. 
What a world de we inhabit! where there is not 
enly with us a great roaring - lion-devil daily ſeeking 
whom of us he may devour, and innumerable millions of 
leſſer devils hovering in the whole atmoſphere »ver us, 
na y, tor aught we know, other millions always inviſibiy 
moving about us, and, perhaps, in us, or at leaſt in 
many of us; but that have, beſides all theſe, a vaſt 
many counterfeit hocus pocus devils ; human devils, v-ho 
ure viſible among us, of our own ſp:cies and faternity, 
converſing with us upon all occaſions; who like mounie« 
tanks ſet uptheir ſtages in every town, chat with us at 
every tea table, converſe with us in every coffee houle, 
and impudently tell us to our faces, that they are devils, 
| boaſt of it, and uſe a thouſand tricks and arts to make 
us believe it too, and that too often with ſucceſs. _ 
K It muſt be confeſſed there is a ſtong propenſity in 
man's nature, eſpecially the more ignorant part of man- 
kind, to reſolve every ſtrange thing, or whether really 
ſtrange or not, if it be but ſtrange to us, into deviliſm, 
and to ſay every thing is the Devil, that they can give 


no account of. 
l Thus 
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bus the famous doctors of the faculty at Paris when 

John Fauſtus brought the firſt printed books that had 

then been ſeen in the world, or at leait not there, into 

the city and ſold them for manuſcripts; they were ſur- 

priſed at the performance, and queitioned Fauſtus about 

it; but he affi: ming they were manuſcripts, and that he 

kt pt a great many clerks employed to write them, they 

were ſatisfied for a while, 

But looking farther into the work, they obſerved the 
exact agreement of eyery book, one with another, that 
every line Rood in the ſame place, every page a like. 
number of lines, every line a like number of words; if 
a word was miſ-ſpelt in one, it was mii · ſpelt alſo in all; 
nay,. that if there was a blot in one, it was alike in all; 
they began again to muſe, how this ſhould be? Ina 
word, the learned divines, not being able to comprehend 
the thing (and that was always ſuſſicient), concluded it 
mult be the Devil; that it was done by magic and 
witchcraft; and that, in ſhort, poor Faultus (who was 
indeed nothing but a mere printer) dealt with the De- 
vil. a : | 


N. B. John Fauſtus was ſervant or journeyman, or 
comꝑoſitor, or what you pleaſe to call it, to Koſter 
of Herlem, the firſt inventor of printing; and hav- 
ing printed the pſalter, fold them at Paris, as manu- 
ſcripts 3 becauſe, as ſuch they yielded a better 


Price. 


But the learned doctors, not being able to underſtand 
how the work was performed, concluded as above, it 
was all the Devil, and that the man was a wizard; ac- 
cordingly they took him up for a magician, and a con- 
jurer, and one that worked by the black art; that is to 
ſay, by the help of the Devil: and, in a word, they 
threatened to hang him for a wizard : and, in order to 
it, commenced a proceſs againſt him in their criminal 
courts, which made ſuch a noiſe in the world, as raiſed 
the fame of poor John Fauſtus, to a frightful height, till 
at laſt he was obliged, for fear of the gallows, to diſco- 
ver the whole ſecret to them. 


N. B. This is the true original of the famous Dr Fauſ- 
3 ANXS$S- tus 
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tus or Foſter, of whom we have believed ſuch 

ſtrange things, as that it is become a proverb, as 
reat as the Devil and Dr Foſter ; whereas poor 
auſtus was no doctor, and knew no more of the 

Devil than any other body. 


Thus the magiſtrates of Bern in Switzerland, finding 
a gang of French actors of puppet ſhows had opened 
their ſtage in the town, upon hearing the ſurpriſing ac- 
counts which the people gave of their wonderful pup- 
pets, how they made them ſpeak, anſwer queſtions, and 
diſcourſe, appear and diſappear in a moment, pop up 
here, as if they roſe ont of the earth, and down there, 
as if they vaniſhed, and abundance more feats of art, 
cenſured them as dæmons; and, if they had not packed 
up their trinkets, and diſappeared, almoſt as dextrouſſy 
as their puppets, they had certainly. condemned the poor 
puppets to the flames for devils, and cenſured, if not o- 


*therwiſe puniſhed, their maſters. See the count de Roch- 


fort's memoirs, p. 179. 

Wonderful operations aſtoniſh the mind, eſpecially 
where the head is not over burdened with brains; and 
cuſtom has made it fo natural to give the Devil either 
the honour or ſcandal of every thing, that we cannot 
otherwiſe account for, that it is not poſſible to put the 
people out of the road of it. az. 


The magicians were, in the Chaldean monarchy, cal- 


led the wiſe men; and though they are joined with the 
forcerers and aſtrologers in the ſame place, Dan. ii. 2. 
yet they were generally ſo underſtood among thoſe peo- 
ple; but in our language we underſtand them to be peo- 
ple that have an art to reveal ſecrets, interpret dreams, 


Foretel events, &c and that uſe ipchantments and ſor- 


ceries: by all which we underſtand the ſame thing; 
which now in a mare vulgar way we expreſs by one ge- 
neral coarſe expreſſion, Dealing with the Devil. 

The Scripture ſpeaks of a ſpirit of divination, Acts 
xvi. 16. anda wench that was poſſeſſed by this ſpirit 
brought her maſter much gain by ſoothſaying; that is to 
fay, according to the learned, by oracling, or anſwering 
queſtions : whence you will ſee in the margin, that this 
ſoothſay ing devil is there called Python, that is Apollo, 


who is often called Python, and who, at the oracle of 
| | Dolphos, 


maſlers good gain by ſoothſaying. 
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Delphos, ga ve out ſuch anſwers, and double intendres, 
as this wench poſſibly did; and hence all thoſe ſpirĩta 
which were called ſpirits of divination, were in another 
ſenſe called Pythons. | 

Now, when the apoſtle St Paul came to ſee this crea- 
ture, this ſpirit takes upon it to declare, that thoſe men, 
meaning St Paul and Timotheus, were the ſervants of 
the Mott High God, which ſhewed unto them the way of 
ſalvation. This was a good turn of the Devil, to pre- 
ſerve his authority in the poſſeſſed girl; ſhe brought 
them gain by ſoothſaying : that is to ſay, reſolving dif- 
ficult queſtions, anſwering doubts, interpreting dreams. 
&c. among theſe doubts, he makes her give teſtimony to 
Paul and Timotheus, to wheedle in with the new Chriſ- 
tians, and perhaps (though very ignorantly) even with 
Paul and Tirfiotheus themfelves, 55 to give a kind of 
credit and reſpect to her for ſpeaking. My 

But the Devil, who never ſpeaks truth, but with ſome 
ſiniſter end, was diſcovered here, and detected; his flat» 
tering recognition not accepted, and he himſeif unken- 
nelled as he deſerved : there the Devil was over-ſhot in 
his own bow again. 6 

Here now was a real poſſeſſion, and the evil ſpirits 
who poſſeſſed her, did ſtoop to ſundry little acts of ſer- 
vitude, that we could give little or no reaſon for, only 
that the girl's maſter might get money by her; but 
perhaps this was a particular caſe, and prepared to ho- 
nour the authority and power the apoſtle had over evil 
ſpirits. WF; 
But we find theſe things carried a great way farther 
in many caſes ; that is to ſay, where the parties are thus 


really poſſeſſed ; namely, the Devil makes agents of the 


poſſeſſed parties to do many things for the propagating - 
his intereſt and kingdom, and particularly for the carry- 
ing on his dominion in the world : but I am for the pre- 
ſent not ſo much upon the real poſſeſſion as the pretend- 
ed; and particularly, we have had many chat have be- 
lieved themſelves poſſeſſed, when the Devil never be- 
lieved it of them, and perhaps knew them better; ſome 
of theſe are really, poor devils, to be pitied, and are 
what I call diables imaginaries theſe have, notwithſtand- 
ing, done the Devil good ſervice, and brought their 


We 
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We find poſſeſſion? acknowledged in Scripture to be 
really and perſonaily the Devil, or, according to the text, 
legions of devils in the plural. The Devil, or devils ra. 
ther, which poſſeſſed the man among the tombs, is poſi. 
tively affirmed to be the Devil, in the Scripture ; all the 
_ . evangeliſts agree in calling him ſo, and his very works 
ſhew it; namely, the miſchief he did, as well to the 
poor creature among the tombs, who was made fo fierce, 
that he was the terror of ull the country, as to the herd 
of ſwine, and to the country in the loſs of them. 
I might preach you a lecture here of the Devil's terror 
upon the approach of our Saviour, the dread of his go. 
vernment, and ho he acknowledged that there was a 
time for his torment, which was not yet come: Art 
thou come to torment us before our time?“ It is evident 
the devils apprehended that Chriſt woul chain them up 
before the day of judgment; and therefore ſome think 
the Devil here, being, as it were, caught out of his due 
bounds, poſſeſſing the poor man in ſuch a furious manner, 
was afraid, and petitioned Chriſt not to chain him up for 
it, and, as the text fays, „They beſought him to ſuffer 
them to go away, &c. that is to ſay, when thev ſay, 
«« Art thou come to torment us before the time?“ the 
meaning is, they begged he would not caſt them into 
torment before the time, which was already fixed; but 
that, if he would cait them out of the man, he would let 
them go away, &c. 
The evangeliſt St Luke ſays. the devils beſonght him, 
that he would not command them to go out into the 
deep: our learned annotators think that part is not 
Tightly rendered; adding, that they do not believe the 
Devil fears drowning ; but, with ſubmiſſion, I believe 
the meaning is, that they would not be confined to the 
'valt ocean, where no inhabitants being to be ſeen, they 
would be eFe&ually. impriſoned and tied down from do- 
ing miſchief, which would be a hell to them; as to their 
going into the ſwine that mighc afford us ſome allegory; 
ut I am not diſpoſed to jeſt with the Scripture ; no 
nor with the Devil neither, farther than needs mutt. 
It is evident the Devil makes uſe of very mean inſtru- 
ments ſometimes, ſuch as the damſel poſſeſſed with a 
ſpirit of divination, and ſeveral others. 
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I remember a ſtory, how true I know not, of a weak 
creature, next door to an idiot, who was eſtabliſhed in 
the country for an oracle, and would tell people ftrange 
things that ſhould be, long before they came to paſs ; 
when people were fick, would tell them whether they 
ſhould live or die; if people were married, tell how 
many children they ſhould have? and a hundred ſuch 


things as filled the people with admiration; and they 


were the eaſier brought to believe that the girl was poſ- 
ſeſſed; but then they were divided about 4 too, and 
that was the fineſt ſpun thread, the Devil could work, 
for he carried a great point in it; ſome ſaid ſhe had a 
good ſpirit, and ſome a bad ; ſome ſaid ſhe was a pro- 
pheteſs, and ſome that ſhe was the Devil. 

Now, had I been there to decide the- queſtion, I 
ſhould certainly have given it for the latter; if it were 
only upon this account: namely, that the Devil has often 
found fools very neceſſary agents for the propagating his 
interelt and kingdom, but we never knew the good ſpi- 
rits do 10; on the other hand, it does not ſeem likely 
that Heaven ſhould deprive a poor creature ot its ſenſes, 
and as it were, take her foul from her, and then make 
her an inſtrument of inſtruction to others, and an oracle 
to declare its decrees by ; this does not ſeem to be ration- 
al. | 
But, as far as this kind of divination is in uſe in our 
days, yet I do not find room to charge the Devil with 
making any great uſe of fools, unlets it be ſuch as he 
has particularly qualified for his work : for as to idiots 
aud niturals, they are pecfeGily uſeleſs to him; but a 
ſort of fools called che magi, indeed we have Tome rea- 
ſon o think he often works with 

We are not arrived at a certainty yet, in the ſetthng 
this great point; namely, what magic is? whether a 
dia>olical art, or a branch of the mathematics? Our 
mou learned Lexicon Techaicum is of the latter opinion, 
and gwes us the magic ſquare, and the magic lantern, 
two ter ins of art 

Tue magic ſquare is when numbers in arithmetical 


proportion are diſpoſed into ſach parallels, or equal 


ra, ks, as that the jums ot each row, as well diagonally 
as laterally, ſhall be all equal; for example, 2, 3, 4. 
— Js 
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5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, place theſe nine in a ſquare of three 
they will directly and diagonally make 18. Thus 


e This he calls the magic ſquare, but gives 


Ano reaſon for the term, nor any account of 
n what infernal operations are wrought by this 
9 2 concurrrence of the numbers; neither do, 
ſee that there can be any ſuch uſe made of it. 

The magic lantern, is an optic machine, by the means 
of which are repreſented, on a wall in the dark, many 
phantaſms, and terrible appearances, but no Devit in all 
this: only that they are taken for the effects of magie, 
by thoſe that are not acquainted with the ſecret. 

All this is done by the help of ſeveral little painted 
pieces of glaſs, only ſo and ſo ſituated. placed in certain 
oppoſitions to one another, and painted wich different 
figures, the moſt formidable being placed foremoſt, and 
ſuch as are moſt capable of terrilying the ſpedtators; and 
by this all the figures' may be repreſented upon the op- 
Poſite wall, in the largeſt ſize. 

I cannot but take notice, that this very piece of optic 
deluſion ſeems too much a- kin to the mock poſſeſſions and 
infer nal accompliſhments, which moſt of the poſſeſſioniſts 
of chis age pretend to; ſo that they are moſt of them 
mere phantaſms and appearances, and a0 more; nor is 
the ſpirit of divination, the magic, and necromancing, and 
other arts which were called diabolical, found to be of 
any uſe in modern practice, at leaſt in theſe parts of the 
world; but the Devil ſeems to do moſt of his work him- 
felf, and by ſhorter methods: for he has ſo complete an 
influence among thoſe that he now liſts into his ſervice, 
that he brings all the common a Fairs of mankind into a 
narrow compaſs in his management, with a dexterity 
peculiar to himſelf, and by which he carries on his in- 
tereſt ſilently and ſorely, much more to the detriment of 
virtue and good government, and conſequentiy much 
more to his ſatisfaction, than ever he did before 

There is a kind of magic or ſorcery, or what elſe you 
may pleaſe to call it, which though unknown to us, is 
yet, it ſeems, ſtill very much encouraged by the Devil; 
but this is a great way off, and in countries where the 
politer inſtruments which he finds here are not to be 
had; namely, among the Indians of North America. 

Tais called paw-wawing ; and they have their 1 

| W 
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who they callpaw-waws, or wizards, who uſeſtrange 


= eures, diitortions, horrid {moaks, burnings and ſeents, 
ves and ſeveral ſuch things, which the ſoreerers, in ancient 

of times are {aid to have uſed in caiting nativities, in phil- 
his trees, and in determining, oras they pretended direct- 


ol ing the fate of perſons, by burning ſuch and fuch herbs 
and ronts, luch as helebore, wormwood, ſtorax devil- 


ns wort, mandrake, night ſhade, ant abundance mare ſuch, 
ny wlüch are called noxious plants, or the product of nox- 
all 10u5 plants; alſomeltingſuckandfuch minerals, gums, and > 
ie, p5110902s things, and by ſeveralhelliſni mutterings, : and 


markings er rhent The like do theſe paw-waws: and 
ted the e 18  plealed 1 It ſeems, (« ID 18 permitted) to i: in 
2 with theſe things, and as ſome people think, appears of- 


ent ten to them for their aſliſtance upon thoſe occaſions, 

— Bat be that as it will, he is exſed of all that trouble 
— here. He can paw-wew here himſelf without their aid; 

P and having laid them all aſide, henegoctates much of his 
* buſineſs without embaſſadors. He 1s lis own plenipo- 
nd p-ntairy ; for he finds man fo ealy to come at, and lo 
ts _ whenhe is come at, that he itands in ao needof {es 
em ot emiſſaries, or at leaſt not fo much as he uſedto do. 
is "Down the whole, as the world within the compaſs of 
nd a few years pait, is advanced in all kinds of knowledge 
of and arts and every utefui branch of what they knew 
he betore improvrd, and innumerable uſeful parts of know- 
m- ledge, w hich were concealed before, are diſcovered; 

an W by ſhould we think the Devil alone ſhould fand at a 
de, {txy, take no ſteps to his farther accompliſtent, and 
0a make no uſeful diſcoveries in his way; that he alone 
ny !hould ſtand at a ſtay, and be juſt the fame unimproved 
Ne Devil that he was before? No, No; as the world is im- 


of F proved every day and every age is grown wer and 
ch wiſer than their fathers; ſo no doubt ne has beſtirred 
hinſelf too, in order to an inereaſe of knowledge and 


I ciſcovery, and that he finds everyday a nearer wayto 
TP 80 to work with mankind than he had before. : 

* Beſides as men in general ſeem to have altered their 
de manner, and that. chen move in a higher and more ex- 


alted ſphere, eſ pecially as to vice and virtue; ſo the De- 


e vil may have been obliged to change his meaſures, and 
ho alter 


4 
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alter his way of working; particularly thoſe things which 
would take in former times, and which a ſtupid age 
would come eafily into, will not go down with us now. 
As the taſte of vice and virtue alters, the Devil is forced 
to bait his hook with new compoſitions : the very thin 

' called temptation is altered in its nature; and that which 
ſerved to delude our anceſtors, whoſe groſe conceptions 
of things cauſed them to bg manageable with leſs art, 
will not do now; the caſe is quite altered. In ſome 
things, perhaps, as I hinted above, we come into crime 
with eaſe, and may be led by a finger; but when we 
come to a more refined way of finning, which our an- 
ceſtors never underſtood, other and more refined politics 
muſt be made uſe of: and the Devil has been put upon 

many uſeful projects, and inventions, to make many new 
diſcoveries and experiments to carry on his affairs; and 
to ſpeak impartially, he is ſtrangely improved, either in 
knowledge or experiment, within theſe few years, —he 


has found cut a great many new inventions to ſhorten 


his own labour, and carry on his buſineſs in the world 
currently, which he never was maſter of before, or at 
leaſt we never knew he was. | ; 

No wonder then that he has changed hands too, and 
that he has left off paw-wawing in theſe parts of the 
world, that we do not find our houſes diſturbed as they 
uſed to be, and the ſtools and chairs walking about out 
of one room into another as formerly, that children do 
not vomit crooked pins and ruſty ſtub nails, as of old: 

the air is not full of noiſes, nor the church- yard full of 
hobgoblins,—ghoſts do not walk about in winding ſheets 
nor the good old fcolding wives viſit and plague their 
huſbands after they are dead, as they did when they 
were alive. 

The age is grown too wiſe to he agitated by theſe 
dull ſcare-crow things which their 3 were 
tickled with. Satan has been obliged to lay by his pup- 
pet-ſhows and his tumblers; th»ſe things are grown 
ſtale: his morice- dancing devils, his mountebanking and 
quacking, will not do now; thoſe things, as they may 
be ſuppoſed, to be very troubleſome to him, (and, but 
that he has ſervants enough, would be chargeable too}, 
are now of no great uſe in the management of his at- 
fairs. | 1 
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In a word, men are too much devils themſelves in the 
ſenſe that x have called them fo, tobe frighted with ſuch 
little low-priced appearances as theſe ; they are better 
acquainted with the old archangel than fo, and they 
ſeem to tell him they mult be treated aſter another man- 
ner, and that then, as they are good natared and trac- 
table, he may deal with them upon better terms. 

Hence the Devil goes to work with mankind a much 
ſhorter way; for inſtead of the art of wheedling and 
whining, together with the Jaborious part of tricking 
and ſharping, hurrying and driving, frighting and ter- 
rifying, all which the Devil was put to the trouble of 
before; in ſhort, he acts the Grand Manner, as the ar- 
ehitects call it (I don't know whether our Free-Maſons 
may underſtand the word; and therefore I may here- 
after explain it, as it is to be diabolically as well as ma- 
thematically underſtood). 

At preſent my mæaning is, he ads with them imme- 
diately and perſonally by a magnificent transformation, 
making them mere devils to themſelves, upon all need- 
ful occaſions, and devils to one another too, whenever 
he Sure has need of their ſervice. 3 

This way of embarking mankind in the Devil's par- 
ticular engagement, is really very modern; and tho 
the Devil himſelf may have been long acquainted with 
the method, and, as I have heard, began to practiſe it 
towards the cloſe of the Roman Empire, when men 
began to act upon very polite principles, and were ca- 
pable of the molt 7 12 wickedneſs, and afterwards, 
with ſome Popes, who likewiſe were a kind of church 
Devils, ſuch as Satan himſelf could hardly expect to find 
in the world; yet I do not find that he was ever able. 
to bring it into practice, at leaſt, not ſo univerſally as 
he does now: but now the caſe is altered, and, men 
being generally more expert in wickedneſs than they 
were formerly, they ſuſſer the ſmaller alteration of the 
ſpecies, in being tranſmigrated; in a word, they turn 


into devils, with no trouble at all hardly, either to the 


Devil, or to themſelves. | 5 
This particular would want much the leſs explana- 


| B b Wood, 
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wood, Bart. or from my Lord Thwartover, Baron d b 
0 Scoundr el hall, in the kingdom of Ireland, to write 11 2 
'þ true hiſtory of their own conduct; and how early, nd 0. 
above all, how enſily they commenced devils, with ut in 
the leaſt impeachment of their characters as wiſe nfl. 
dend without any diminution of that part of their derw. 5 
al 


mination which eſtabliſhed them for fools, 

How many mad fellows appear among us every «yi 1. 
in the critical juncture of their tranſmigration, juſt wi i 
they have ſo much of the man left as to be know n 
their names, and enough of. the Devil taken up to ſci 
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tlieir characters! This eaſineſs of the Devil's acces} g 
to theſe people, and the great convepiemee it is to him 4 
in his general bufineſs, is a proof to me that he has ng pl. 


more occaſion for -diviners, magicinns, ſorcerers, and 
whatever elſe we pleate to call t hoſe people who were ID 
formerly ſo great with bim; tor what occaſion has he 


to employ devils and wiza cds to confound mankind, ul 
when he is arrived to ſuch a perfection ofart as to bring = 
men, at leaſt in theſe parts of the world, to do it all then 1. 


ſelves? Upon this account we do not find any of the old 
bf ſorcerers anddiviners, magicians or witches, appear a- ¶ ch 
mong us; not that the Devil might not be as well able 
to employ ſuch people as formerly, and qualify them I ha 
for the employment too, but that reallyjthere i is no need 
5 of them hereabout, the Devil having a ſhorter way, 
aud mankind being much more eaſily rollefled ; not the 
Wi old herd of ſwine were ſooner agitated, though there 
was full two thouſand of them together; nature has I hi 
opened the door, and the Devil has egrels and regreſs If th 
at pleafure, ſo that the witches and diviners are quite I 17 
out of the queſtion. 
Nor let any man be alarmed at this alteration in the I 

- caſe, as it ſtands betweeen mankind and the Devil, ard ye 
think the Devil, having gained ſo much ground, 
may in time, by encroachment, come to a general pol- 
ſeſlion of the whole race, and ſo we ſhould all come 4 
to be devils incarnate ; Iſay let us not be alarmed; for I} ;, 
= Satan does not get theſe advantages by encroachment, I ;. 
mand by his infernal power or art; no, not at all; but 'tis 1 
the man himſelf does it, by his indolence and negli- IN , 
gence | 
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yenc2 on one hand, and his complaifance to the Devil 
on tae other; and both ways he, as it were, opens tlie 


door to aim, beckons him with his very hand to come 


in, and the Devil has notling to do but enter and take 
pollzihon: No, if it be io, and man is ſo frank to him, 
you know the Devil is no ſoo}, not to take the advan- 
tage when 'tis offered him; and therefore tis no won- 
der if the contequences Which I have been jult now 
naming follow. 1 
But let no man be diicouraged at tliis, from reaſſum- 
ing his natural and religious powers, and venturing to 
ſlut the Devil out; for the caſe is plain, he may be ſhut 
out; the ſoul is a ſtrong calile, and has a good garriſon 
placed within, to defend it; if the garriſon behave well 
and do their duty, it is impregnable, and the cowardly 


Devil mut raiſ2 his ſiege and begone; nay, he muſt fly, 
or, as we call it, make his eſcape, leſt he be laid by the - 


heels; chat is, leſt his weakneis be expoſed, and all his 
lurking, lying, in-wait, ambuſcade tricks: This part 
would bear a great culargement ; but I have not room 
to be witty upon lim; ſo you mult take it in the groſs, 
the Devil lies at Blye Buſh, as our country people call 
it, to watch your coming out of your hold; and, if you 
happen to go abroad unarmed, he ſcizes upon and maſs 
ters you with eaſe. 2 
Unarmed! you'll ſay; what arms ſhould I take? 
wliat fence againſt a flail? What weapons can a man 
take to fight the Devil? I could tell you hat to fight 


him with, and what you migi.t fright him with; tor 
the Devil is to be frighted with ſeveral things beſides 
Holy Water; but 'cis too ſerious for you, and you 


tell me 1 am a-preaching and a- canting, and the like; ſo 


I mul let the Devil manage you, rather than diſpleale 


you wich talking Scripture and Religion. 

Well, but may not the Devil be fought with ſome 
of lis 0wn weapons? Is there no dealing with him in 
a way of human nature? This would require a long 
an{wer, and ſome Philoſophy might be acted, or at leaic 
mitated, and ſome Magic, perhaps; for they tell us, 
there are ſpells to draw away even the Devil himſelf; 
us in ſyme places they nail horſeſlioes upon the threlk- 
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old of the door, to keep him out; in other places old 


pieces of flint, with ſo many holes and ſo many corners, 
and the like; but I muſt anſwer in the negative; Idon t 
know what Satan might be ſcared at in thoſe days; 
but he is either grown cunninger ſince, or holder; for 
he values none of thoſe things now: I queſtion much 
whether he would value St Dunſtan and his red- hot 
tongs, if he was to meet with him now, or St Francis, 
or any of the Saints, no not the Hoſt itſelf in full pro- 


ceſſion; and therefore, though you don't care I ſhould 


preach, yet in ſhort, if you are afraid he ſhould charge 
upon you, and attack you, if you won't make ule of the 


 Scripture-weaponsF ſlionld have mentioned, and which 


vou mpy hearof, if you inquire at Eph. vi. 16. you mult 
look for better where you think you can find them. 
But too on with my work, the Devil, I ſay, is not 
to be ſcared with maukins, nor does heemploy his old 
inſtruments, but does much of his work himfelf with- 


but inſtruments. | . 


And yet J muſt enter a Caveat here too againſt being 
miſunderſtood in my ſaying the Devil ſtands in no need 
of agents; for when I ſpeak ſo I am to be taken in a 
limited ſenſe; I don't ſay he needs them no- where, but 
only that he does not need them in thoſe polite parts 


of the world which T have been ſpeaking of, and per- 


haps not much here; but in many remote countries tis 
otherwiſe ſtill; the Indians of America are particularly 
ſaid to have witches among them, as well in thoſe 
countries where the Spaniards, and the Engliſh, and 
other nations, have planted themſelves, as amon 

thoſe where the European nations ſeldom come ; tor 
example, the people of Canada; that is, of the coun- 
tries under. the F rench government of Quebeck, the 
Equimeaus, and other northern climates, have Magi- 


clans, wizards, and witches, whom they called Pilloatas, 


or Pillotoas: Theſe pretend they ſpeak intimately and 
familiarly with the Devil, and receive from him the 


knowledge of things to come; all which, by the way, 


I take to be little more than this: that theſe fellows, 
being a little more cunning than the reſt, think that, by 


pretending to ſomething more than human, they —— 
Make 
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make the ſtronger impreſſions on the ignorant people ; 
as Mahomet amuſed the world with his pigeon, uſing it 
to pick peas out of his ear, and perſuaded the people 


it brought kim ſuperior revelations and inſpirations 


from Paradiſe. - 5 | | 
Thus theſe Pillotoas, gaining an opinion among the 
people, behave like ſo many mountebanks of hell, pre- 
tending to underitand dark things, cure diſeaſes, prac- 
tiſe Surgery, Phyſie and, Necromancy, all together; 1 
will not ſay, but Satan may pick out ſuch tools to 
work with, and I believe does in thoſe parts; but I 
think he has found a nearer way to the wood with us; 
and that is ſufficient to my preſent purpole. =» 

Some would perſuade me, the Devil had a great 
hand in the late religious breaches in France, among 
the clergy; viz. about the Pope's conttitution Unigen- 
itu; and that he made a fair attempt to ſet the Pope 
and the gallican church together by the ears; for they 
were all juſt upon the point of breaking out into a 
church-war, that, for aught we knew, might have gone 
farther than ghe Devil himſelf cared it ſhould. . Now 
I am of the quite cortrary opinion: I believe the De- 
vil really did not make the breach, but rather healed it, 
for fear it ſhould have gone ſo far among them as to 
have ſet them all in a flame, and have oponed the door 
wo the return of the Hugonots again, which it was in 
a fair way to have done. 

But be it one way or t' other, the hiſtorical part ſeems 
to be a little againſt me; for tis certain, the Devil both 
wanted, and made uſe of, legions of agents, as well 
human as infernal, viſible and inviſible, in. that great 
and important affair; and we cannot doubt but he has 
innumerable inſtruments ſlilkat work about it. 


Like as in Poland, I make no queſtion but the De- 


vil has thouſands of his Banditti at work at this time; 
aud in another country not far from it, perhaps, pre- 
paring matters for the next general diet, taking care 
to prevent giving any relaxation to the proteſtants, and 
to juitify the moderate executions at Thorn, to excite 
a Nation to quarrel with every body who are able tp 
kght with nobody; to ere& the Apoſtate race of 
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8 ◻ upon a throne which they have no title to, 
and turn an elective throne into a hereditary, in favour 
of Popery. 7 | 

I might anticipate all your objections, by granting 
the buly Devil is at this time employing all his agents 
and inſtruments (for I never told you they were idle 
and uſeleſs) in ſtriving to inflame the Chriſtian world, 
and bring a new war to overſpread Europe; I might, 
perhaps, point out to you ſome of the meaſures he 
takes, the provocatives which his State-Phyſicians ad- 
miniſter to the courts and eounſellors of princes, to fo- 
ment and ferment the ſpirits and members of nations, 
kingdoms, empires, and ſtates, in the world, in order 
to bring theſe glorious ends of blood and war to paſs; 
for you cannot think but he that knows ſo much of the 


"+ Devif's affairs, as to write his hiſtory, mult know 


ſomething of all theſe matters more than thoſe that do 
not know ſo much as he. 

But all this is remote to the preſent caſe; for this is 
no impeachment of Satan's new methods with man- 
kind, in this part of the world, and in hi; private and 
ſeperate capacity; all this only ſignifies, that, in his 
more general and national affairs, the Devil acts full 
by his old methods; and when he is to ſeduce or em- 
roll nations, he, like other eonquerers, ſubdues them 
by armies, employs mighty Squadrons of Devils, and 
ſends out ſtrange detachments, with generals and ge- 
neraliſſimos to lead them, ſome to one part of the 
world, ſome to another ; ſomt to influence one nation, 
ſome to manage and direct another, according as buſi- 
neſs preſents, and his oecaſions require, that his affairs 
may be earried on currently, and to his ſatis faction. 


je it were not thus; but that the Devil by his new 


But 
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they do Satan's work for him as to others allo, and 
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God, and give Satan more power, than ever he was, or 
will be veſted with. When, therefore, I ſpeak of afew 
forward wretches in our day, who are ſo warm in their 


wickednels, that they anticipate the Devil, ſave him | 


the trouble to tempt, turn devils to themſelves, and 


gallop Hellward faſter than he drives; I ſpeak of them 
as ſingle perſons, and acting in their own perſonal and 


private capacity; but when I ſpeak of nations andking- 
doms, there the Devil is obliged to go on in the old 
road, and act by ſtratagem, by his proper machinery, 
and to make uſe of all his arts, and all his agents, juſt 
as he has done 1n all ages, from the beginning of his 
politic goverrment to this day. 

And ifit was not thus too, what would become of all 


his numberleſs legions, of which all nations have heard 


ſo much, and all parts of the world have: had ſo much 
fatal experience? They would ſeem to be quite out of 
employment, and be rendered uſeleſs in the world of 
ſpirits, where it is to be ſuppoſed they reſide; not the 
Devil himſelf could find any buſineſs for them, which, 


by the way, to buſy and miſchievous. ſpirits, as they 
are, would be a hell to them, even, before their time; 
they would be, as it were, doomed to a ſtate of inacti- 


vity, which we may ſuppoſe was one part of their ex- 
pulſion from blefſedneſs, and the creation of man; or 
as they were for the ſurpriſing interval between the 


deſtruction of mankind by the deluge and Noah's com- 
ing out of the ark, when indeed they might be ſaid to 


have nothing at all to do. xp 
But this is not Satan's caſe : and therefore let me tell 
you too, that you may not think I treat the caſe with 
more levity than I really do, and than I am ſure I in- 
tend to do; tho? it is tog true, that our modern and 
modiſh finners have arrived to more exquiſite ways of 


being wicked than their fathers, and really ſeem, as I 1 


have ſaid, to need no Devil to tempt them; nay, that 


make 
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But this is not the caſe at all; Heaven has not let ga. 
the government of the creation to his ſubcued enemy, 
the Devil; that would overturp the whole ſyſtem of 
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make themſelves Devils to their neighbours, tempting 
other to crimes even faſter than the Devil deſires them, 


running before they are ſent, and going the Devils , 


errands gratis; by which means, Sacan's work is, as to 
them, done to his band, and they may be ſaid to tave 
him a great deal of trouble ; yet after all, the Devil has 
Ri:l a great deal of buſineſs upon his hands, and as weil 
himſelf, as all his J-gions, find themſelves a full employ- 
ment in diſturbing the world, and oppoſing the glory and 
kingdom of their great ſuperior, whoſe kingdom it is 
their whole buſineſs, however vain in its end, to over- 
throw and deſtroy, it they were able, or at leaſt to en- 
222 i Eon WE ts 

This being the taie, it follows of courſe, that the 
general miſcziicfs of mankind, as well national and pub- 
Ic, as family miſchiefs, and even perſonal ( except as be - 
fore excepted), lie all fill at the Devil's door, as much 
as ever, let is advecates bring him of it, if they can: 
And this biings us back agaiu to the manner of the De- 


vil's management, and the way of his working by hu- 


man agents, or, if you will, the way of human Devils 
working in affairs of low life, ſuch as we call divination, 


ſorcery, black art, necromancy, and the like; ail which 


I take to conſiſt of two material parts, and both very 
neceſſary for us to be rightly informed of, 


1. The part which Satan by himſelf, or his inferior 
Devils, impowers ſuch people to do, as he is in con- 
federacy with here on earth, to whom he may be ſaid, 

like the maſter of an opera cr comedy, to give their 

part to act, and to qualify them to act it; whether 
he obliges them to a rehearſal in his preſence, to 
try their talents, and ſee that they are capadle of 

n that indeed I have not inquired into. 

at part which thoſe impowered people do volun- 

teer, or beyond their commillion, to ſhew their dil:- 

gence in the ſervice of their new maſter : and either, 

1. To bring griſt to their own mill, and make their 

market of their employment in the bett manner 

they can; or, 2. To gain applauſe, be admired, 
wondered as, and applauded, as if- they were ten 
times more devils than really they are. 


In 
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chemſelves ; nay, that they have confeſſed of themielves, 
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In a word, the matter conſiſts of what the Devil does 
by the help of thoſe people, and what they do in his name 
without him. The Devil is ſometimes cheated in his 
own buſineſs ; There are pretenders to witchcraft and 
black art, whom Satan never made any bargain with, 
but whom he connives at, becauſe at leaſt they do his 
cauſe no harm, tho' their buſineſs is rather to get mo- 
ney, than to render him any ſervice z of which 1 gave 

ou a remarkable inſtance betore. 4; | 
But to go back to his real agents, of which I reckon 


1. Thoſe who act by direction and confederacy, as I 
have ſaid already, many do. 

2. Thoſe whom he acts in and by, and they perhaps 
know it not; of which ſort hiſtory gives ple nty of 
examples, from Machiavel's firſt diſciple — to the 
famous Cardinal Alberoni, and even to ſome more 
modern than his eminence, of whom I can ſay no 
more till farther occaſion offers. 


1. Thoſe who act by the immediate dire&ion of the De- 
vil, and in confederacy with him: Theſe are ſuch as 1 
mentioned in the begianing of this chapter, whoſe arts 
are truly black, becauſe really infernal. It will be very 
hard to decide the diſpute between thoſe who really act 
thus, in confederacy with the Devil, and thoſe who only 
pretend to it: ſo 1 thall leave that diſpute where I ſound - 
it: But that there are, or atleaſt have been, a ſet of peo- 
ple in the world, who really are of his acquaintance, and 
very intimate with him; and tho', as I have ſaid, he has 
much altered his ſchemes, and changed hands, of late ; 
yet that there are ſuch people, perhaps of all ſorts: and 
that the Devil keeps up hiscorreſpondence with them; 
I muſt not venture to deny that part, leſt I bring upon 
me the whole poſſe of the conjuring and bewitching crew, 
male and female, and they ſhould mob me for pretending 
to deny them the honour of dealing with the Devil, which 
they are ſo exceedingly willing to have the fame of. 

Not that I am hereby obliged to believe all the range 
thing the witches and wizards, who have been allowed to 
be ſuch, nay, who have been hang'd for it, have faid of 
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290 THE MODERN HISTORY 
even at the gallows; and if I come to have an occaſion | 


to ſpeak freely of the matter, I may perhaps convince 
Jou, that the Devil's poſſeſſing power is much leſſet ed cf 


late; and that he eicher is limited, and his fetter ſhort- \ 
ened more than it has been, or that he does not find the, t 
old way, as I ſaid before, ſo fit for his purpoſe as he did | 
formerly, and therefcre takes other meaſures: But I a 
mult adjourn that to a time and place by ittelf : But we t 
are told, that there arc another fort of people, and, per- i 
haps, a great many oſ them too, in whom, and by whom, P 
the Devil realiy acts, and they know it not. | A 
It would take wp a great deal of time and room, too 

much for this place, ſo near the cloſe ct this work, to v 
deſcribe and mark out the involuntary Devils which D 
there are in the world; of whcm it may be truly (aid, c 
that ically the Devil is in them, and they know it not. a 
Now, tho? the Devil is cunning and managing, and can th 
be very ſilent, where he finds it for his intereſt not to be. I: 
known ; pet it is very hard for him to conceal” himſelf, I tt 
and to give ſo little diſturbance in the houſe, as that the th 


family ſhould not know, who Jodged in it: Vet, I ſay, the a! 
Devil is ſo ſubtle and {8 miſchevious an agent, that he I 
utes all manner of methods and crait, to reſide in fuch I 1 
people as he finds for his purpoſe, v-hether they will or th 
no; and, which is more, whether they know it of no, I 
And let none of my readers be angry, or think them- 10 
ſelvos ill uſed, when I tell them, the Devil may be in IN ©! 
them, and may act them, and by them, and chey not < 
know it; for I muſt add, it may, perhaps, be one of the an 
greateſt pieces of human wiſde n in the world, tor a man an 
to know when the Devil is in aim, and when not; when 
he is a tool or agent cf Hell, and when he is not; in a ru 


word, when he is doing the Lesi's work, and under his the 
direction, and when not. | : I" t 


It is true, this is a very weighty point, and might de- 
ſerve to be handled in a more ſerious way than 1 {tem to ane 
be talking in all this bock: But give me leave to talk cf An. 
things my own way ; and withal, to tell ycu, that there Nen 
is no part of this work to tcemingly ludicrous, but a grave anc 
aud well weighed mind may make a ſer ious and ſolid ap- tuo 
plie ation of it, it they pleaſe; nor is there any part of this ma 
work, in which a clear ſight, aud good ſerie, may not a 
ſee, that the author's iciga i, that they thould de . dhe 

cit s and, 
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and, as I am now fo near the end of my book, I thought 
it wa; met to tell you ſo, and lead you to it as far as 1 
can. | | | 
Hy, 'is a great part of buman wiſdom, ta know 
when the Devil is act ing in us, and by us, and when not 3 
the next, and fot greatett part, would be to prevent hic, 
put a ſtop to his progreſs, bid him go about bis buſineſs 
and let him know, he ſubuld carry ou his deligus no far- 
ther in that manner ; that we vill de his tools no longer; 
in ſh te turn bim on? ot doors, and bring a ſtronger 
p* wer to take OUCHION G Bie this, indged, 18 190 lid 
a ſ·. J. Ct, aad toò great to begin with here, We 
Bat now, as to the bare knowing when he is at work 
with us, I ſay, this, tho? it is confiderable, may be done, 
nor is it Halt; 2 or eximple; you have no more te 
do, but look a little imo the microcom of the ſoul, 
and Ke there, how the pattione, which are the blond, and 
the affections, Which are the ſpirite, move in their purticu- 
Jar veſſels; how they circulate, and in what temper 
the pulſe beats there. and you mr cally Tee who turns 
the wheel: Ita perfect calm poſſ {cs the fon] ; it peace 
and temper prevail, and the mind feels no tempelt ring 3 


if the affe ctions are regular, aud exalted go victucns and 


ſublime obj:Rs, the ſpirits edo], and the mind ſedate; 
the wan is in a general rectitude of mind; he may be 
truly ſaid to be his ow. man; Heaven limes upon his 
Hul with its benign Influences, and he is out of thercach 
of the evil ſpirit ; tor the divine ſpirit is an influence of 
eace, all calm and bright, happy and ſweet, like itſelt, 
and rencng to every thing that is good, both pretent 
and future. > 
Bur, on the other hand, if at any time the mind is 


ruſſled: if vaponrs riſe, clouds gather; if paſſions ſwell 
the breaſt ; if anger, envy, revenge, hatted. wrath, ſiriie- 


if theſe, or any of theſe, hover over yon; much more, if 
you feel them within you; if the effeRions are poſſeſſed, 
and the foul hurried down the ſtream to embrace low 
and baſe objects; if thoſe ſpitits, which are the life and 


enſivening powers of the ſui, are drawn off to parties, 
and to be engaged in a vicicus and corrupt manner, 


looting out wild and wicked deſires, and running the 
man headlong into crime; the caſe is eaſily reſolved, the 
man is poſſeſſed, the Devil is in him; and, having taken 
the fert, or at leaſt the courterſcarp and out works, is 


making 
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- making his lodgment to cover and ſecure himſelf in his 
hold, that he may noc be Viipoſſeffed. p | 
Nor can he be ealily diipoſſeſſed, when he has got ſuch 
hold as this; aud 'tis no wonder, that being lodg'd thus 
n the out works of the ſoul he continues to ſap the 
foundation of the reſt; and, by his inceſſant and furious 
aſſaults, reduces the man at laſt to ſurrender. 
It the allegory be not as juſt and oppoſite as youſſ u 
would have it be, you may, however, ſee by it, in a fulll ir 
view, the ſtate of the man, and how the Devil carries on el 
his deſigns : Nothing is mere common, and, I believe, h. 
there are few thinking minds but may reflect upon it inf. ec 
their own compaſs, than for our paſſions and affections de 
to flow out of the ordinary channel: the ſpitits andf].cr 
blood of the ſoul to be extra vaſated, the paſſions growf| i 
violent and outrageous, the affections impetuous, corrupt 
and violently vicious: Whence does all this proceed: 
From heaven we can't pretend it comes; it we muſt 
ſay 'tis the Devil, whoſe door muſt it lie at? Pride] 
ſwells the paffions; avarice moves the affections and 
what is pride, and what is avarice, bat the Devil is in 
the inſide of the man? ay, as perfonally and really 
ever he was in the herd of {w1ae, 9 
Let not any man then who is a ſlave to his paſſions, 
or who is chained down to hꝭ covetuouſneſs, pretend to 
take it ill, when I ſay, he has the Devil in him, or that 
he is a Devil: What elſe can it be, and how comes it to 
paſs, that paſſion and revenge ſo often diſpoſſeis the man 
of himſelf, as to lead him to commit murder, to lay plots per 
and ſnares for the life of his enemies, and fo to thirſt forf of 
blood? How comes this, but by the Devil's putting thoſg like 
ſpirits of the foul into fo violent a ferment, into a fever 
that the circulation is precipitated to that degree, ani 
that the man too is precipitated into miſchief, and at | 
into ruin? It is all the Devil, tho“ the man does nc 
"know it. In. 
In like manner, avarice leads him to rob, plund 


and deſtroy, for money, and to commit ſometimes th pire 
work of violences to obtain the wicked reward. Tio 8 
many have had their throats cut for their money, hay to a 
been murdered on the highway, or in their beds, ſſ dev. 
the deſire of what they had? It is the ſame thing in off died 


ther articles; every vice is the Devil in a man; tuſt ( 
r 
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ule is the Devil of great men; and that ambition is 
their Devil; as much as whoring is father ——-'$ Devil; 
one has a Devil of one claſs acting him, one. another; 
and every man's reigning vice is a Devil to, him. 

Tus the Devil has his involuntary inſtruments, as 
well as thoſe who a& in confederacy with him ; he has 
a very great ſhare in many of us, and acts us, and in us, 
unknown to ourſelves, tho" we know nothing of ir, and 
indeed tho? we may not ſuſpect it ourſelves ; like Haza- 

el the Aﬀyrian, who, when the prophet told him, how 
he would act the Devil upon the poor Iſraelites, anſwer. 
ed, with deteſtation, Is thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould 
do this thing ? and yet he was that dog, and did all thoſe 
eruel things for all that; the Devil acting him, or acting, 
in him, to make him wickeder than ever he thought it 
was poſſible for him to be. 4 


31 
The CONCLUSION. 


| # * 

OF. the Devil's laſt ſcene of liberty, and what may be Sup- 
' poſed to be his end; with what wwe are to unde nſtand of 
bas being tormented for ever and ever 


8 the Devil is prince of the power of the air, his 
kingdom is mortal, and muſt have an end; and as 
he is called the God of this world, that is, the great uſur- 


per of the homage and reverence which mankind ought | 


of right to pay to their Maker, ſo his uſurpation alſo, 


I lice the world itſelf, muſt have an end: Satan is called 


the God of the world, as men too muſt proſtrate and 


proſtitate themſelves to him; yet he is not the governor 


of this world ; and therefore the homage and worſhip he 
has from the world is an uſgrpation ; and this will have 
an end, becauſe the world :ttel{ will have an end; aud 


all mankind, as they had a beginning in time, fo mult ex- 
pire, and be removed, before the end, ot time. 


Since then the Devil's empire is to ęxpire, and come 
to an end; and, that the Devil hinaſelf, 29d all his hoſt of 
de vils, are immortal ſeraphs, ſpirits that are not embo- 
died. and cannot die, but are to remain in deing; the 
quellicnu before us nest will be, What is to * 
1 r . . * 
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him? What is his ſtate to be? "Whither is he to wander; 
and in what condition is he to remain to that eternity to 
_ which he is ſtill to exiſt? 

F hope no man will miſtake me ſo much in what 1 
bave ſaid as to ſpirits, which are all flame, not being af. 
fected with fire, as if I ſuppoſed there was no place of & ; 

puniſhment for the Devil, nor any kind of 
hat could affect them; and ſo of our ſpirits allo wang g 
tran: formed into flame. 
1˖ muſt be allowed to ſpeak there of that material 
by which, as by an allegory, all the terfors of an etei 
ſtate are repreſented to us in Scripture, and in the lt, 
ings of the learned commentators, and by which' the 
0 pain of ſenſe is deſcribed. This, perhaps, I do not utf- 
derſtand as they ſeem to do, and therefore have ſaid 

When we are all flame (that is all ſpirit), we m 
all fire (that is, all ſuch fire as this): deſpile. = | 
I claim to be underſtood. 

It does not follow from hence, neither do I fi 
ſo much as think, that infinite power cannot 
ſomething (though inconceivable to us here) which th 

de as tormenting, and as inſupportable to a Devil, Bk 
poſtate ſeraph, and to a ſpirit, though exalted, und 
died, and rarefied into flame, as fire would be to 
bodies ; in which J think I am orthodox, and dv 
give the leaſt occaſion to an enemy to charge me; Fi 
profane ſpeaking, in theſe words, or to plead for thigh 
ing profanely himſelf. 
Y y muſt be athieſlical to the laſt degree, to ſuggeſt that 
whereas the Devil has been heaping up and am 
guilt ever ſince the creation of man, increaſing in hatre( 
of God, and rebellion againſt him, and in all poſſibld 
endeavour to dethrone and depoſe the Majeſty of Hegs 
ven; that yet Heaven had not pfepared, or could nt 
Prepare, a juſt penalty for him; and that it ſhould ng 
all end in God's entire victory over hell, and in Satan 
open condemnation : Heaven could not be juſt to its ow 
glory, if he ſhould not avenge himſelf — this rebeh 
for all his ſuperlative wickednels in his modern as well at 


as ancient ſtation ; for the bl of ſo many millions a 
his ſaithſul ſubjeAs and ſaints whom he has 8 K 
0 


and, if nothing elſe offered itſelf to prove this part, i 
one appear undoubted to me, But this 1 — pri 
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- does not belong to Satan's hiſtory, and therefore T have 

teſerved it to this place, and ſhall alſo be the ſhorter 
on it. | | 

That his condition is to be a ſtate of puniſumere, and 


. that by torment, the Devil himſelf has owned; and his 


; calling-out to the bleſſed Lord, when he caſt him out of 
the furious man among the tombs, is a proof of it ; 

% What have we to do with thee; and, Art thou come 
to torment us before the time? Luke viii. 28. where 
the Devil acknowledges four things, and three of them 
are directly to my preſent purpoſe; and, If you will 
not believe the- word of God, I hope you will believe 
the Devil, eſpecially when it is open confeſſion againſt 
himſelf, ; ? 

1. He conſeſſeth Chriſt to be the Son of God (that by 
the way, and no thanks to him; for that does not want 
the Devil's evidence. 

2. He acknowledges he may be tormented. 

3* He acknowledges Chriſt was able to torment him. 
4. He acknowleqges that there is a time appointed 
when he ſhall be tormented. & 

As to how, in what manner, and by what means, this 
tormenting of the Devil is to be performed or executed 
that I take to be as needleſs to us, as it is impoſſible: to 
know ; and, not being at preſent inclined to fill your 
heads and thoughts with weak and imperfect gueſſes, I 
leave it where I found it. 

It is enough to us, that this torment of the Devil is re- 

ſented to us by fire; it being impoſſible for our con- 

ed thoughts to conceive of torment by any thing in the 
world more exquiſite: Whence I conclude, that devils 
ſhall at laſt receive a puniſhment ſuitable to their ſpiritu- 
eus nature, and as exquiſitely tormenting as a burning 
fire would be to our bodies. 2 

Having thus ſettled my own belief of this matter, and 


ſtated it fo, as I think will let you ſee it is rightly found - 
ed, the matter ſtands thus; 


Satan having been let looſe to play his game in this 
world, has improved his time to the atmoſt: he has not 
failed, on all occaſions, to exert his hatred, rage, and 
malice, at his conqueror and enemy, namely, lis maker; 
he has not failed, from principles of mere envy and 


pride to purſue maykind with al) polbhle rancour, in 2. 
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der to deprive him of the honour and felicity which 
was created for, namely, to ſucceed the Devil and I 
angels in the ſtate of glory from which they fel. 

IMs hatred of Goo. and envy at man, havihg broket 
out in ſo many ſeveral ways in the whole ſeries of tit 
from the creation, mult neceffarily have greatly increaled 
his guilt ; and, as Heaven is righteous to judge him, mal 
terminate in an increaſe of puniſhment W to il 
crime, and ſufficient to his nature. 

Some have ſuggeſted, that there is yet a time to'com 
when the Devil Thall exert more rage, and do more mi 
chief, than ever yet he has been permitted to do: Whe 
ther he ſhall break his chain, or be unchained for a time 
they, cannot tell, nor I neither; and it is happy for mf 
work, that even this part too does not belong to his hils 
tory. If ever it ſhall be given an account of by mankindz 
it muſt be after it is come to pats ; my part is not t 
prophecy or foretel what the Devil Kan do, but to giv 
the hiſtory of what he ha done. 

Thus, good people, I have 1 the hiſtory of ti 
Devil down t 4 ur own timet ; I have, as it were; ral 
ed him for you, and ſet him in your view, that you 
may know hien, and have a care 0: lim, - 

If any cunninger man among gon think they are able 
now to lay him again, and fo h cifpole of him aut "al 
your fight, that you ſhall be t. ou led no more with hic; 
either here or heareafter, let then go to work with hut 
their own way; you know ths tucure do not belong 
l ko an hiſtorian; ſo I leave hum am: Dang yu, wiſhing you 
may be able to give no wor + ai 4ccowunt of him for the 
time to come, than I. have don: tor the time paſt. 
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